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VIDEO'S “ONE-MAN INDUSTRY’ 





Moscow Reports Chaplin | 


Awaiting Trial by U.S. | 
Washington, Sept. 19. 

Charles Chaplin, living the plush 

life on the Coast, may be a little 


aa 
Broadway Brings 
N e 0.93 
ew Stage Spirit surprised to hear about it, but Ra- 
dio ergs is informing the Rus- 
| Slans lat he is “now awaiting trial 
To the Met Opera i2::"smesem saivities 


|}about a variety show at Theatre 








By ARTHUR BRONSON 


{A streamlined Metropolitan | by Arkady Raikun recalls the fat 


ora, with a good deal of artistic | Of the famous film star, Charlie | 


a | Chaplin, now awaiting trial for an- 


iwood cleaned out, and / , 
ti-American activities...” 


sadway touch brought in, looms 
yr the new season—its 66th—on 
|the basis of the official Met roster 


for 1950-51 just released. 'Ds 
| As interesting as the lineup of 
newcomers, and the oldtimers re- | l ame X0 US 
[turning, is the list of talent dropped | 


‘s resigned. Also of interest is the 


use wevereve cet FromCoasttoN.Y. 
y constant rumors of sharp policy | a“ 
Spurred by Video 








changes —that such fears are ill- 
founded. There is no dropping of | 


all Italian artists, as rumored, or a 

wholesale engagement of German | ¢ sian tll 

singers. Nor, judging by the inter- | This season will witness an un- 
national setup of artists, is there an | Precedented number of top Coast 
emphasis on a“heavy German rep-|ames moving east—either perma- 
ertoire, to the exclusion of other |nently or lend-leasing Manhattan 
language operas. | apartments for N.Y.-to-L.A. shut- 


What the management refers to | tling—in order to hop aboard the 
as “a new spirit in stage directing,” | Video bandwagon. = 
is indicated by its leaning on With such Coast personalities as 
Broadway for talent. Margaret| Ed Wynn, Eddie Cantor, Jimmy 
Webster and Garson Kanin wil] | Durante, Jack Carson, Don Ameche, 
stage works atthe Met for the first | Danny Thomas, Frank Sinatra, Ken 
time, Miss Webster directing the | Murray, et al., now firmly entrench- 
feason’s opener, Verdi’s “Don Car- ed in the TV sweepstakes with New 
os” (Nov. 6), and Kanin staging | York originations, the swing to 
Johann Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus.” | GOtham is expected to hit an ac- 
Latter opera will be in a new Eng-/|Celerated pace in the next two or 
lish version written by Howard | three months. 
Dietz. publicity-ad veepee at! _ Not only the permanently as- 
Loew's Inc.. and Broadway libret- | Signed shows, but the quest for 
tist. | guest shots on top video programs 


Also added are Robert Edmond ‘are luring the big names east. (A 








(Continued on pz iN. Y. realtor, with considerable 
Coa page So) | dealings among show biz personal- 
Al] 4 C b \ ities reports that last week alone 
7 y ons | Coast leasi Gotl t 
. | Coast on leasing Gotham apart- 

se : epee aE a 
| Platter With Pater In pn eat ag involving TV 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. | its No. 1 rated “Lux Radio The- 
Five crooning Crosbys will be | atre,” which has always had the 
available on wax to the record-buy-| Closest pix-radio affinity in corral- 


| he received 15 inquiries from the 

| Upcoming ‘Lux TV Theatre,” the 

Secret Yule Album Lever Bros.’ video counterpart of 

|ing public this Christmas to climax | ling of name film talent, is sched- 


Hermitage there in which “a scene 
e | 


a quiet campaign during which 
Bing Crosby will slowly introduce 
his three younger sons to platter- 
dom. Eldest son, Gary, currently is 
spotted with the Groaner on “Sim- 
ple Melody” and “‘Sam’s Song,” the 


Decca platter which is climbing the | 


bestseller lists. 
Other three sons, twins Philip 
/and Lindsey and moppet Dennis, 


| already have etched some numbers 
| with their dad and the platters will 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
i 
| 
| 


| 
| 





be pushed into the stalls in the 
near future. Crosby cut two more 
duets with Gary, plus two sides 
with the twins and two more with 
Dennis. Christmas present to the 
trade will be Decca’s secret project 


|-—a Yule album in which the Cros- 


by quintet, individually and as a 
group, yodel traditional carols. 

Crosby is adamant that each of 
the lads finish college before ob- 
taining parental approval for a 
Showbiz career. Gary’s click with 
his dad cued insistent demands on 
the part of the other three young- 
sters that they, too, be allowed to 
etch with the pater. 


f 


} 


uled to cue a steady migration of 
Holiywood names east. Already 
Joan Caulfield, Luise Rainer and 
Veronica Lake have been pacted. 
Miss Caulfield tees off the series 
with Maxwell Anderson’s “Satur- 





day’s Children.” 





| 
LARGE-SCREEN THEATRE 
TV FOR ARMY-NAVY TILT 


Theatres with large-screen tele- 
| vision equipment will transmit the 
| Army-Navy football game for the 
| first time this year. Deal for rights 
'to the annual gridiron classic, to 
| be played Dec. 2 at Philadelphia's 
| Municipal stadium, were set this 


| week by officials of the Navy, hosts | 


for the 1950 game, and Nathan L. 
Halpern, theatre TV consultant to 
several theatre circuits and ex- 
hibitor organizations. 

Each theatre carrying the con- 
test will pay a fee to Gillette 
Safety Razor, which sponsors the 

(Continued on page 63) 





TARZIAN SWINGS 
TW FOR THE oTlA 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Bloomington, Ind., Sept. 19. 

Here in this college town, where 
the 14,000 student body of the U. of 
Indiana swells the normal popula- 
tion to 43,000, thrives what might 
well be described as a “Little RCA” 
corporation. The David Sarnoff 
RCA command has its prototype 
here in Sarkes Tarzian, an Arme- 
mian born with diversified talents 


|'who came to Bloomington 10 years 
|ago to open up a shop for BCA, 
|decided in 1944 to go on his own 
i/with a $40,000 capital, and in the} 


intervening six years has made an 
unusual contribution to an ever- 
expanding TV industry as _ broad- 
caster engineer and manufacturer. 

The fact that in so short a span 
Tarzian has entrenched himself as 
Bloomington’s No. 1 citizen, or has 
parlayed his $40,000 investment 
into a major video combine with 
annual gross billings of $12,000,000, 
is not what makes his story so re- 
markable. Nor is it in the fact that 
his five present factories—three in 
Bloomington, one in Philadelphia, 
and another in Hawthorne, N. J.— 
turn out 70% of the entire indus- 
try’s television tuners, plus sele- 
nium rectifiers and air trimmers, 
at such a clip and so cheaply that 


‘it no longer pays the major TV 


set manufacturers to make them 
any more. Nor does it lie in the 
fact that the Tarzian ‘Midas 
touch” has expanded into major 


TV tube production, with two addi- 


tional plants on the immediate 
horizon- -the sum total of which 
makes Tarzian a millionaire in his 
own right. . 

Rather, the “big news” lies in 
Tarzian’s role as a patternmaker in 
bringing video to the small com- 
munity (in the case of Bloomington 
the smallest TV community in the 

(Continued on page 61) 


Benny's TV Bow 
As CBS Producer 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Jack Benny, who’s slated to make 
his tele entrance Oct. 29 on CBS, 
,will break into the medium first 
as a producer. After convincing 
CBS prexy William Paley and 
veepee Harry Ackerman of the tele 
potentialities of the Wiere Bros., 
vet vaude comedian trio, Benny 
will assist with the production end 
of trio’s forthcoming CBS series, 
‘which will originate from the 
/Coast. Purpose of comic’s associa- 
‘tion with the Wiere show is to 
| familiarize himself with the timing 
teehniques of teevee. 








the series which was scheduled to 
start Sept. 26. Starting date was 
pushed back when Ostroff rejected 
| first two scripts. Jay Summers has 
_ been signed as writer and is whip- 
'ping up new scripts for the half- 
(hour shows, which probably will 
| be filmed rather than kinnled. 





& 


‘One for Ripley, Plus | 
| $25 for Alan Corelli 


Alan Corelli, Theatre Authoriiy 


Almost 10,000,000 


} 
| 


executive secretary, wound up as a | 


| % 4% 
paid performer at a show which | V d Set R 
originally started out to be a bene- | ! €0 S el 


fit. At the beginning of the show | 
ventriloquist Paul Winchell had | 





Manny Ostroff will co-produce 


Corelli volunteer to serve as an as- 
sistant during his turn. 

| Henry Dunn, American Guild of 
| Variety Artists’ administrative sec- 
| retary, campaigning for the elinti- 
|nation of free shows, had Corelli 
sign a pact guaranteeing him $25 
|minimum before permitting him 


| to go on. ‘ 
| 


British Exhib Unit 











Confirms Ban Cn 


Ben Hecht’s Films 


| 


London, Sept. 19. 
The confirmation of the ban on 


all films with which Be. Hecht | 
has been associated by the general | 


council of the Cinematograph Ex- 
|hibitors Assn. last Wednesday (13) 
|will keep three films which have 


|failed to get a showing in Britain | 


. 


|barring of Hecht, first imposed by 
| British exhibs two years back, fol- 
lowed his “holiday in my heart” 
;speech on Palestine. Since that 


time, no new films with which he 


has been connected have been) 


given screening time. 
Confirmation of the ban after 
itwo years came as something of a 
surprise to the industry. But there 
was only one dissenting voice at 
the CEA who explained that he 
had no feeling where Hecht was 
concerned, but that innocent 
parties were being penalized. 

The first film hit by the ban was 
the Marx Bros.’ “Love Happy” 
(UA), which was booked some 
|months back into the Associated 
British circuit and pulled out after 
a CEA protest. Two 20th-Fox films, 
i‘‘Where Sidewalk Ends” and 
| “Whirlpool,” were held up pending 
a CEA decision and have now been 
put back into the vaults. 


lin cold storage indefinitely. The | 


Produced Yearly 


| Television factories are now Op- 
ferating at an annual production 
|\rate of nearly 10,000,000 sets a 
yedr, according to estimates given 
out today by. the Radio-Television 
| Mfrs. Assn. and despite this boom 
in sales, radio receiver output is 
going great guns. 

Projected figures of its member 
factories, said RTMA, show indus- 
‘try output during four weeks in 
| August at 702,287 TV sets, with the 
|fourth week’s production at the 
record high of 187,891 sets. If this 
rate is.maintained for the remain- 
der of the year—and there was no 
indication it weuld not be, especial- 
ly with the Christmas season ap- 
proaching—the 1950 turnout will 
exceed 7,000,000 receivers. 

So far this year (first eight 
months), according to RTMA, there 
have been approximately 4,150,000 
TV sets produced. This would 
'bring postwar output to approxi- 
| mately 8,300,000. Allowing for sets 
|in transit, inventories and obsoles- 
(Continued on page 54) 





Theatre Attendance Up 
Over 1940, But Ratio 


Actually Shows 9% Dip 


Average weekly theatre attend- 
ance during the first six months of 
this year was higher than in 1940. 
However, if allowance is made for 
the 20,000,000 increase in U. S. 
population during the decade, ratio 
of attendance was 9% off from 10 
years ago. 

Those figures were disclosed 
this week by Dr. George Gallup’s 
Audience Research, Inc. Average 
weekly ticket sales in 1940, ARI 
|stated, were 54,250,000. Average 
| for the first six months of the cur- 
rent year was 56,500,000. 

If attendance had kept pace with 
the population rise, according to 

(Continued on page 63) 
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RCA VICTOR Proudly Announces 


THE ADDITION TO ITS LIST OF GREAT ARTISTS: 


The Hour of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 


PHIL SPITALNY 


First and Current Recording: 


OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA 


Direction of 
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Martin-Lewis Rib of Pic Indy 


On TV Brings COMPO Inio Action. 


In the first major blowoff of the * 


long-smoldering feud between the. 
film and television industries, the 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations this week is attempting to, 
have NBC-TV cancel the kinescope | 
recording transmission of the Dean | 
Martin-Jerry Lewis show on NBC's 
“Colgate Comedy Hour” Sunday 
night (17). Protests arose over a 
skit in the show in which the com- 
edy team lampooned the filmeries’ 
boxoffice slump as being due to 
TV competition. 

In wires sent Monday and Tues- 
day to RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff, RCA prez Frank A. Fol- 
som and NBC prexy Joseph H. 
McConnell, COMPO exec veepee 
Arthur L. Mayer demanded they 
“take steps immediately to see that 
this scene is not repeated on other 
stations.” That would refer to the | 
NBC affiliates not connected by 
the coaxial cable, including KNBH 
in Hollywood, on which the pro- | 
gram will be transmitted via kine | 
Oct. 1, representing the usual two- 
week time lag between a program's | 
live production and kine shéwings. | 

It’s considered unlikety by NBC, | 
however, that COMPO’s objections 
will bear fruit. McConnell is out 
of New York this week, and Fol- | 
som, questioned by VARTETY yes- 


terday (Tues.) claimed not to have | ‘ 


seen Mayer’s wire and so declined 
comment. Alternative to having 
NBC cancel the kine would be for | 
the web to delete the skit found 
objectionable and have Martin and 
Lewis sub something in its place. 
Comedy team, however, which does 
only one show a month under the 
series’ system of rotatine come- 
(Continued on page 61) 


Hazel Scott’s Plea For 
‘Solid Front’ Vs. Blacklist 


Washington 19 

A call on television a ne 
artists to present “a d front 
against networks, agenc! nd 
sponsors who drop enteitaine 
cause of Communist 
was sounded here last 
Hazel Scott, pianist-singer and 
of Rep. Adam C. Powe 
Oh 

In a vigorous protest az: 
being listed in the Countera.iack 
publication, Red Channels, Miss 
Scott released a 13-page statement 
prepared for delivery before the 
House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. She had requested an 
appearance before the Committee 
but because of heavy Congressional : 
business could not be heard. She 
was expected to get a hearing early 
this week. | 








Swell Anti-Red Unit 

Five New York showmen have 
joined the N. Y. committee of Cru- 
sade for Freedom, national anti- 
Communist organization. They are 
Emil Friedlander, head of Dazian’s, 
Inc., theatrical fabric house: R. V. 
Downing, exec v.p. of Radio City 
Music Hall; John Shubert, leit 
producer; Alan Corelli, of Theatre 


Authority, and Gen. John Reed 
Kilpatrick, Madison Sq. Garden 
topper. 


A number of top entertainment 
figures are already on the national 
council of the Crusade. In N. Y. | 
the five will work with Capt. Bruce 
Conning, radio and legit director, | 
who is N. Y. coordinator of legit, 
films, radio and video. Frederick 
Osborn, former Army Information 
chief, is N. Y. chairman. 


| DF 


‘convention, Walsh said that any 
‘freeze on salaries should be ac- 





BENNY RUBIN TAKES 
DISK JOCK SLOT IN CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Vet comic Benny Rubin has taken 
over the local WENR disk jockey 
slot, replacing John McCormick. 
Show, which is beamed cross-the- 
boards at midnight, kicked off last 
week after McCormick tendered 
his resignation to the station. 


Rubin, who previously had been | 


working for a Coast art concern, 
will play down the disks and pat- 
tern the show along chatter lines. 
Format will consist of guest shots, 
and inside gab revolving around 
persons Rubin has met in show biz. 





Screen Employees 
Seek New 51 Pact 
With Upped Wages 


the immediate threat of 
yment-imposed freeze on 
sala xr the “duration,” the 
fiim try’s organized labor is 
jockeying into position for a new 
wage boosts and new 
, 
h its contract with the 
yanies doesn’t expire un- 
t. 21, 1951, the Screen Em- 
Guild already has sent 
ie to the employers with the 
n af talking a new pact. In 
vir of increases in costs of liv- 
SEG claims it is entitled to 
» rise in pay for its mem- 


ployees 


an i¢ 
rsfip 
ide of negotiating new ad- 
for relatively small units 
he past several months, 
ational Alliance of Thea- 
tricel Stage Employes hasn’t been 
10 active in wage talks but moves 
in f direction are expected mo- 
ly for multiple reasons. 
ent among them, in addi- 
» the impending salary curbs, 
iact that the profits of+thea 
ind distributors are on the 
de. Tying in with this were 
‘tements made by IA president 
ard F. Walsh at the organiza- 
convention last August to 
effect that employers were 
tightening on employee compensa- | 
tions as a result of the dropoff in | 
business. He said this situation 
dated back to early 1949, but now, 
with some degree of prosperity in | 
view, the indication is that the | 
new demands are in the prepping | 

stage. 

Also, speaking generally at the 


Ss 


that 


companied by similar curbs on 
prices. IA as well as the other 
industry unions have been closely 
watching the trend in admission- 
price boosts which is getting rn- 
derway in some areas and which 
may become widespread. If this 
continues to any large extent, the 
likelihood is that IA and the Mo- 
tion Picture Machine Operators 
(projectionists) will be consider- 
ing measures for income boosts. 





Ruth Hussey Honored 


Providence, Sept. 19. 
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L MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
VARIETY (Sept. 13), says: 
Palladium, London 
“Big reception... Will Mahoney 
clicks ... good response . . has 
audience in roars. Had to beg off.’ 
Continuing 
PALLADIUM, London 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Ss 








Uncle Sam Needs 


You!--And Some 


Name Entertainers 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
Uncle Sam’s in need of enter- 
-tainment talent for the fighting 


'men in the Far East and for the 
| boys training in the army camps in 


|} this country. 


| 





Ruth Hussey was awarded an 
honorary doctorate in fine arts by 
Pembroke College, Brown U., to- 
day (Tues.). 

Stage and screen star graduated 
from Pembroke in 1933. 
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government money is available for | Force installations in Japan. 


and the Armed Services have 
very little monev available to pay 
for entertainment. 

A sirecessor to the wartime USO 
is in the making. YMCA, National 
Catholic Bureau and Jewish Wel- 
fare Board in New York are get- 
ting together under the name Asso- 
ciated Services to the Armed 
Forces, and are reported readying 
a campaign for funds. Spokesmen 
in the Pentagon hope that a sub- 


; stantial share of any such money 


is devoted to providing live talent. 
Here is the situation: 
Al Jolson is in Korea under the 
aegis of the Army, and Bob Hope 


| slipped quietly into town last Fri- 


day (15) to make arrangements for 
his trip to Korea with his troupe. 
He is expected to leave shortly. 
However, there have been few big 
name volunteers up to now. At 
first the situation was very tight, 
with all available plane space de- 
voted to food, guns, etc. Now, how- 
ever, the situation is loosening up 
and the need for live entertain- 
ment is on the increase. So the 
services are willing to do almost 
anything to transport name talent 
which doesn’t have to be paid. The 
Air Forces is apparently the best 
service to deal with in this connec- 
tion. Unification has not proceeded 
as far as Special Services, so eac 





FOOTBALL= 














Unfortunately, few | 
| have been able to afford to volun- | 
| teer, 


jomaienemnntheniasadiasio 


| 


| ex-Gis are gone. 


;}compieted their undergraduate courses. 
veterans with as much as 12 years of football experience (high and 
prep school, college, service ball, then more collegiate play) dominated 


the gridirons. 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 
: 
(WMGM, Paramount Newsreel Sports Commentator) 


This is the vear the college kids reclaim collegiate football. 
Veterans of World War II have, for the most part, 
For the last four years war 


Glickman Rates Army, Cornell 
' 1-2 in East; Irish Top Midwest 








This season they are replaced by the kids with a couple of years of 
| prep or high school background and one season of freshman ball. The 


| brand of ball these young men will play figures to be far more un- 


| predictable, thus more exciting, but with a good deal less finesse. 


| These are the teams to look for as the season develops. 


scarcely a newcomer among them. 
the top pair (they don’t meet). 
Navy and Boston U. 


There's 
In the east, Army and Cornell are 


Slightly below are Villanova, Fordham, 


The Southern Conference sees a comparatively new threat in Mary- 
| land led by Big Mo Modzelewski. Duke and North Carolina, without 
| Justice and Weiner, are topgrade again. The southeastern sector is a 
wide-open scramble among Kentucky, Alabama (a rising Crimson Tide 


again), Louisiana State 


and Tennessee. Georgia, Georgia 


Tech and 


Tulane are in the rebuilding process. You'll hear a great deal about 


| Vito “Babe” Parilli of Kentucky. 


In the southwest, Kyle Rote and his performance against Notre Dame 


| last fall are still the talk of Texas. 


However, Rote and his SMU Mus- 


tangs rate second choice after Blair Cherry’s niftily balanced Texas 


squad, 


Notre Dame In the Midwest 


off year for the Big Ten. 
| lose more games than they’ll win. 


| Karras showing the way, may take the marbles. 
finest running back since Grange at Illinois. 


| Notre Dame will again dominate the midwest. 
In intersectional games, they'll probably 


This may well be an 


Illinois, with junior halfback Johnny 


Karras is hailed the 
The Big Seven has Okla- 


homa but last year’s ex-GI is nearly all gone but for fullback Leo 
Heath. Kansas is the club which can dethrone them. 


The Pacific Coast Conference is wide open. 
back to the powerhouse elevens of the 30s. 


dominate the national scene. 


Their teams are almost 
Coast elevens may well 


The southern division is a three-way fight 


among defending California, USC and Stanford. Washington and Oregon 


State are the choices in the northern division. 


the big Washington threat. 
San Francisco are best. 


There’s a smattering of college football scheduled for this Satur 
But the first big Saturday is the 30th. 


(23). 
Harvard? 


will make his first picke 
sional games, next week.) 


Among the independents Santa Clara an 


Hugh McEhlenny is 


Ready Yale? Rew 


(Ed. note: Marty Glickman, former Syracuse U. grid and track si@%, 
which will include both collegiate and profes- 


i 





Patrons Defy Reds 
In German Turnout 


For Pro-Yank Pix 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
An experiment with anti-Com- 


;munist films in the west zone of 


ithe State Dept. 


| 


} 
| 


| 





Berlin are proof of “the failure of 
the east to win the east Germans,” 


(18). 


Some 25,000 east Germans gath- 
ered in west Berlin’s large oven- 
air theatre, the Waldbuehne, which 
featured Orson Welles in “The 
Third Man,” thus defying the 
Communist government of east 
Germany. In addition, when the 
east German newsreel. “The Eye- 
witness,” was screened, the audi- 
ence loudly booed and whistled. 
On the other hand, the big crowd 
applauded the west German news- 


portion showing U. S. reinforce- 


| reel, “Welt in Film,” especially the 


| ments reaching Korea. 





| 


Said yesterday , 


| 
| 
| 


} 


| 





h 
branch of the Armed Forces will JQLSQN REACHES TOKYO | 


transport entertainers overseas, al- | 


though the talent will appear be- 
fore all branches when it arrives. 
There have been several touring 
units of vaude entertainers in 
Japan for some time. This is talent 
hired and paid by the Armed Serv- 
ices, and some of the acts may have 
gone into Korea, although that is 


not known here. Navy had three | 


of the troupes in Japan. 


new units of specialty acts being 
shaped up for work overseas in 


ON KOREAN GI TREK 


Tokyo, Sept. 14. 
Al Jolson, who has entertained 
American soldiers in two world 





wars, arrived in Tokyo today (14) 
to “sing some songs” for the boys 
in Korea. The singer, first Amer- 


‘ican entertainer to visit the Far 
The Air Force has two or three | East command since the outbreak 
‘of the Korean war, plans to spend 


Greenland, Alaska, the Far East 2 Week in Korea and another one 
and Germany. To show how little| touring Army hospitals and Air 


the purpose, one of these units has 
been financed by the Loyal Order 
of Moose, of Pittsburgh. 


comed. 
So far as the Pentagon knows, 


| 


He 
is accompanied by composer Harry 
Akst, who penned such favorites 


Of Other as “Am I Blue,” “Dinah,” “Baby 
such contributions would be wel- | Face” 


and “The Anniversary 


Song.” 
Jolson, who is footing his own 


no big names have volunteered yet | bill for the trip since the defunct 


to entertain in the training camps. 
Major radio and TV variety shows 
would be welcomed with open arms 
if they offered to originate air 
shows from the camps. During the 
World War many web shows orig- 


inated each week from a different | 


training camp. 

Word here is that Horace Heidt, 
who flew his troupe to Europe sev- 
eral months back to entertain for 





_the Air Force, may return to Ger- 


(Continued on page 61) 


| 


USO has not been revived, was in 
good form when he stepped off a 
Pan American §stratocruiser at 
Tokyo's Haneda Air Base into a 
circle of reporters, photogs, and GI 
autograph seekers. He said he 
planned to sing all the old songs 
he helped make famous or anything 
asked of him. The singer was 
wearing a jacket and a jauntily 
tilted admiral’s visored cap. Jolson 
told the reporters several witti- 
cisms about his long air trip. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


dium here yesterday (Mon.) to a 
bof reception. 
| Boys were the hit of the show, with 
| outstanding reception also attained 


by Rose Murphy and Barbara 
Perry. 


| 


|where it had been playing for the 
| past nine weeks, 





Sullivan Meeting 


With Frick to Litt 
Theatre TV Ban 


Gael Sullivan, executive direc- 
tor of Theatre Owners of America, 
has a tentative meeting for Friday 
(22) with Ford Frick, president of 
the National Baseball League, to 
seek to lift organized baseball's 
ban on theatre television of the 
World Series. 

Sullivan already has written let- 
ter of protest to Frick, William 
Harridge, president of the Amer- 
ican League, and baseball’s Com- 
missioner Happy Chandler. 

Among circuit operators whe 
have at least one house each 
equipped to reproduce the video 
accounts of the forthcoming games 
and who have expressed a desire 
to do so, are S. H. Fabian, Sam 
Pinanski, Frank Walker and John 
Balaban. They all carried the 
World Series in 1949 and had en- 
couraging results. 

_ Sullivan claims that the exclu- 
sion of theatres from the TV pick- 
ups is discriminatory. 





Deep River Boys Hit In 


Parnell Palladium Revue | 


London, Sept. 19. 
Val Parnell’s revue, “Starlight 
Rendezvous,” opened at the Pala- 


The Deep River 


Revue came from _ Brighton, 





Scott Sentencing 
Washington, Sept. 19. 


Sentence of Adrian Scott for cone | 
tempt of Congress has been post- 


poned until next Monday (25). He 
will appear before Federal Judge 
Edward M. Curran here. 

The other nine of the “Unfriend- 
ly 10” who refused to tell the 
House Un - American Activities 
Committee whether they were 
members of the Communist p°'ty 
are already rson 
tences., 
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$13,130,000 IN 


UA’s Biggest Unbilled Production: | TOTAL NO. CASES 


That ‘Showdown Powwow in N. Y. 


What may be a showdown meet- + 
ing on the future of United Artists 
is reportedly scheduled to be held 
in New York today (Wed.). How- 
ever, the same secrecy that has 
chrouded activities of the new 
management since it took over two 
months ago continues to prevail 
and positive assurances weren't 
even forthcoming that the session 
would be held. ; 

Only thing certain is that own- 
ers Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin do arrive in New York 
from the Coast today. They are 
reportedly to meet with the new 
management group—board chair- 
man Paul V. MeNutt, prexy Frank 
L. McNamee and secretary Max 
Kravetz—for a showdown on what 
they’re doing toward fulfilling the 





On the UA Payroll 


After working without sal- 
ary for two months, Frank L. 
McNamee and Max Kravetz 
went on tle United Artists 
payroll last week. McNamee, 
company’s prexy, and Kravetz, 
corporate secretary, came in 
with the change of UA regime 
July 11. 

McNamee’s pay is $1,000 a 
week and Kravetz’s $600. There 
are reports that their salaries 
may be retroactive. Paul V. 
McNutt, who came in as board 
chairman, is still receiving no 
pay. 











PICTURES 8 


SUITS 








‘Brandt Associates 





PENDING UPTO 112 


NEW TRUST 


Burn at Hughes, 


Suspect He's Angling for Higher Bid 


+ 





The flood of private anti-trust ac- | 
tions against the film companies is 
still on the rise, with eight new 
suits seeking total damages of $13,- 
130,000 instituted in the past week, | 
bringing the total number of pend- | 
ing cases to approximately 112. 


Nix 2 Pix for Japan 


Hollywood,. Sept. 19. 
Military operations in Korea 
have caused two celluloid casual- 
ties in Hollywood: “Tokyo Joe,” 
'the Humphrey Bogart picture, and 


Thus, instead of the letup in| “Three Came Home,” a 20th-Fox 
legal entanglements anticipated production starring Claudette Col- 
with entry of the decree on distri- | bert. 


bution practices in the Govern- | 
ment’s monopoy suit, the principal 
film firms have more reason to be | jy Japan because the heavies are 
alarmed than ever. | Japanese 


Govt. Probes Tax 


Both films have been nixed by 





the new complaints and the | 
likelihood of ultimate decisions | 
| favoring the distributors, the lat- | 
ter are forced to incur heavy ex- | 
penses in litigation or settlement 
proceedings. Each time they’re 


|the U.S. government for showing | 


promises they made in July to | e ” 
hypo the company via funds, prod- | ‘ 0 . in Ing 
uct and manpower. 


As might be expected in light 
of the mystery that’s been im- 
posed, rumors are plentiful and 
juicy. They range from reports 
that the MeNutt group will an- 


N.Y. Booking Quiz 


hit with a new action the com- 
panies are said to figure or an ini- 
tial expense of $25,000 in the mini- 
mum, and astronomical amounts in 
the maximum, 

| The eight new actions of the past 





B.0. Collections 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 





Internal Revenue agents are re- 
| portedly checking theatres in the 





nounce it is giving up its option Dept. of Justice has completed 
on the company’s stock to reports | collection of data on the contro- 
that coin has poured down like | versial metropolitan N. Y. booking 
manna from heaven, and the out-| Situation with reports from the 
come of the conclave today will be | various distributors on their deal- 


week slap the companies with aj|east and midwest in campaign to | 


wide assortment of charges, in-;| make certain that exhibs are col- 
|cluding numerous of those from |lecting and reporting taxes for 
which they are specifically en-| every patron admitted. Understood 
| joined in the Government case de- |drive eventually will be on national 








announcement of great | 


| 


a rosy 
things to come. 
It is expected that neither of the 
extremes will occur, although 
those in a position to know are not 
discounting the possibility of Mc-| 
Nutt stepping out. The former | 
(Continued on page 16) 


Dutch Softening Up On 
Film Coin Remittances; | 
Seek Yank Tourist Biz 


Paris, Sept. 18. 

Anxious to obtain Hollywood 
plugs to boost tourist interest in | 
the Netherlands, the Dutch are said | 
to be softening up to the point | 
where they may grant full dollar | 
remittances on earnings of U. S. 
film product. 

Gerald Mayer, continental mana- 
ger of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, is now in Holland to ne- 
gotiate a deal. He has been work- 
ing toward gaining full remittances 
for six to eight months, with pros- 
pects for accomplishing such an 
agreement never as bright as they 
now are. 

Majors reportedly had an under- 
standing with the Netherlands gov- 
ernment around the end of last 
year whereby under certain cir- 
cumstances current earnings would 
be remitted in dollars. But this 
arrangement failed to affect the 
status of a large sum in frozen re- 
mittances accumulated in postwar 


j 





| 


years. 
In general, the Dutch don’t 
have a hard and fast rule as to 





the amount of dollars they remit 
In a given period, but fix pay- | 
ments upon what they feel they can 
Spare. ° 


Zanuck Back in U. S. 


Twentieth-Fox production vee- | 
pee Darryl F. Zanuck has delayed | 
his return to the U. S. until next | 
week from a_ six-week business- | 
vacation junket to Europe. He’s | 
Slated to detail his reactions to the 
current film biz situation abroad | 
In a meet with the tradepress 
when he gets back, prior to head- | 
ing for the Coast. 

Zanuck, who visited France, | 
Italy and England, as well as other 
countries, once-overed the cur-| 
rent crop of 20th films being 
lensed abroad and also laid plans’ 
for future foreign production. 
Among those now shooting, on 
which he looked in, are “Legion of | 
the Damned,” now in work in Ger- | 
many; “On the Riviera,” Danny | 
Kaye’s first starrer under the 20th 





aegis, which is being lensed on} moves made by Russia since World | Highlanders, famed Scottish regi- | 


ings with the RKO and Loew’s cir- 
cuits in the areas in the past sev- 
eral years. 

Probe was conducted within the 


‘cree. Blockbooking, discrimina- | basis. 
| tion, unfair clearances, fixing of| Officials have carefully followed 
‘minimum admission prices and all suits instituted by film com- 


‘various other restraints of trade 


Sime 


| ° : sues 
| panies against exhibitors on per- 


MAY 19, 1873—SEPT. 22, 1933 





framework of the industry anti- 
trust suit, with the Department ex- 
pected to follow through on its 
original charges of booking “ar- 
rangements” between the _ two 
chains, allegations which to some 
extent were upheld by the U. S. 
statutory court in N, Y. in its three- 
year divorcement decision. 


Government’s contention is that 
the two circuits have in practice 


split the product of the distribu- | 


tors on the basis of Paramount, 
Metro, Coumbia Pictures 
United Artists films going to 
Loew’s, and RKO, Warner Bros. 
(Continued on page 18) 





Newsreelers Stepping Up 
Documentaries, Spurred 
By Commie Menace 


The newsreelers are stepping up 
activity in the feature-length field, 


spurred by the outbreak of hostili- | 


ties in Korea and menacing moves 
by Russia. The documentaries 
serve the dual purpose of catering 
to the new public interest in the 
international situation and provid- 
ing a means of converting the im- 
mense amount of library footage 


in the vaults into money-making | 


merchandise. 


Both Paramount News and 
Movietone have compiled library 


| material along with new clips ac- 


quired for the purpose on Korea. 
Warners recently released “Fifty 
Years Before Your Eyes,” which 
covered the past five decades with 


| reel clips and ended with glimpses 


of the world in conflict and the 
need for 


“Golden Twenties” is now winding 
up release. 

Movietone is now ready with 
“Farewell to Yesterday” 90-minute 
documentary which traces the 


and | 


international guidance | 
by the U. S. March of Time’s | 


are among the allegations. 

Most ambitious of all was a Chi- 
cago. district court action filed 
Monday (18) by Thomas C. Mc- 
Connell, who gained prominence 
in the Jackson Park suit, in be- 
half of indie circuit operator H. 
Schoenstadt & Sons. Plaintiff 
| seeks alleged damages in the total 
amount of $5,500,000 on the charge 
its six “C” releases houses had to 
wait 10 weeks before product 
availability. Columbia, Paramount, 
20th-Fox, United Artists, Univer- 
sal and Warners were named in 
the action. 

Also filed by McConnell was a 
complaint in which eight majors 
and seven co-defendants were hit 
with a demand for over $1,750,000 
in triple damages by Tower Build- 
_ing Corp., also in Chicago district 
court. Tower, as a landlord, con- 
tends conspiracy to hold down 
grosses and thus its percentage of 
| income. 

Paramount, Paramount-Richards, 
Saenger Theatres, RKO, 20th-Fox, 
United Artists and Columbia were 

(Continued on page 15) 


“Ladies From Hell’ No Lady, 
Selznick Reassures MPAA 


Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
_ica, in okaying David O. Selznick’s 
|request Monday (18) to use the title 
| ‘Ladies from Hell,” sought assur- 
;}ances that it would lead to no 
|misunderstandings. Directors 
‘wanted to make certain, for in- 
stance, that in advertising show- 
ing a .kilted soldier in a clinch 
with a gal the reference in the 
title was to the Scottish Highland- 
/er, not to the femme. 

Producer gave the assurance. In 
-return for permission to register 
ithe label with the Assn., he agreed 
that in all advertising and public- 
ity there would be references to 
| make clear that it meant members 
of the Argylle and Southerland 





the French Riviera, and “No High-| War I through to Korea. The pro-| ments that have carried the appela- 
Way” and “Mudlark,” both in work | duction was completed, with prints tion since World War I. 


in England. Zanuck was originally | 


already in the exchanges, when 


| Board also agreed to make avail- 


Cue in the U. S. today (Wed.), but | last-minute changes in the conclu-| able to the U. S. Marine Corps 
Stayed in, Europe to huddle with’ sion of the film were decided upon | stock shots and footage from stu- 
Producer Anatole Litvak on on advices from Government offi- | dio libraries for use in recruiting 


“Legion,” 


(Continued on page 15) 


films and trailers. 


centage bookings and are curious 
;to know whether any tax coin in- 
volved in reports of grosses are 
‘lower than actually registered. Ad- 
mittedly the number of theatre- 
owners making false returns for 
percentage datings is small, but 
practice of double-selling reported- 
ly is growing, with front-of-house 
frequently practicing gimmick to 
steal from owner. 


Tax officials have their own pro- 
cedure to check violations, which 
| provide heavy penalties for per- 


,sons convicted of reselling admis- 





'sion ticket which has tax tariff | 


included. 





Arnall Eyes Happy Days 
Ahead for Indie Prods., 


Atlanta, Sept. 19. 
Happy days ahead for indie pro- 
‘ducers as soon as the United Art- 
ists situation is squared away were 
| predicted this week by Ellis G. 
| Arnall, prez of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
He arrived at his home near here 
over the weekend from several 





| weeks of meetings with SIMPP | 


| members on the Coast. 


Expressing the opinion that the | 


ination will be geared 100% to a 
|}war economy following the elec- 
ition, the former Georgia governor 
asserted that that would be a tonic 
‘for the b.o. With fewer automo- 
|biles, television sets and other 
,items available, more coin will be 
|available for amusements, Arnall 
opined. ’ 


| “My members are making prep- 


arations in anticipation of good 
business in the future,” he de- 
clared. ““What they fear most is a 
|repetition of previous shortages, 
‘when they had to pay premiums 
‘for studio space and couldn’t get 
rawstock on which to shoot.” 

He said that neither the Society 
‘nor its members had any info on 
‘developments at UA. 
neither pessimistic nor optimistic 
about the future of the company, 
but are hoping that the new man- 
agement will eliminate the current 

(Continued on page 55) 


Based on War Economy 


They are, 


* Suspicion that Howard Hughes, 


who while dealing with them is at 
the same time angling for a higher 
bid from other sources for the 
RKO theatre circuit, has members 
|}Of Harry Brandt’s Trans-Lux syn- 
| dicate doing a burn. They’re be- 
ginning to fidget ominously at 

Hughes’ maneuvers and delays, 
with indications that the deal will 
| either have to be made within 
the next week or so or negotiations 

| will be called off. 
Sam Dembow, Jr., principal ne- 
| gotiator for the Brandt group, has 
been on the Coast since last Thurs- 
day (14) in an attempt to unravel 
new complications which the RKO 
topper is said to keep throwing 
into the negotiations. Brandt was 
awaiting word yesterday (Tuesday) 
from Dembow on whether to- fly 
to the Coast or not. 

Brandt was ready to go at any 
time and will take his attorney, 
Milton Weisman, with him. lf 
and when he goes, however, it will 
be to ink a deal. He won’t go out 
for further negotiating. 
| Talks with Hughes and his reps, 
| Noah Dietrich and Tom Slack, 
|have been’ going on for many 
months and during the past few 
months a deal has appeared im- 
minent. As a matter of fact, there 
appears to be somewhat less op- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Petrillo Pic OK for TV 
Will Cue Film Union 
Drive for Tele Cut 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Film studio guilds and unions 
are awaiting a break in the motion 
| pictures-on-television deadlock and 
preparing to shoo their members 
|aboard the gravy train as soon as 
|it occurs, 
| Expectation is that James C. Pe- 
itrillo, head cf the American Fed- 
|eration of Musicians, may shortly 
|okay feature films for video by of- 
|fering Hollywood studios the same 
\deal given telefilm producers — 
regular film scale plus 5% of the 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Zenith’s 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Zenith’s long-awaited test run of 
its Phonevision system will tee off 
here Oct. 1, but without the major 





,% 
> 


‘Cinecolor Sets Deal 
With London Firm 


: 1c] UP’s 50c Dividend; 
Long-Awaited Phonevision Ditto for Technicolor 


In Oct. 1 Test, Without Top Films 


United Paramount Theatres and 
Technicolor both announced divi- 
dends during the past week. UP 
board declared 50c a share on com- 
/mon, payable Oct. 20 to stockhold- 
| ers of record Sept. 29. It’s the com- 
pany’s third 50c quarterly dividend 
since it started in business last Jan. 





Commercials Set By 
45 B&K Theatres 





/ 


j 


Franklin, Ind., Sept. 19. 
Zenith Radio’s proposed Phone. 
vision is due for another lacing 
from the film industry, this time 
at the hands of National Allied’s 


first-run films prexy Comm. Eugene Hollywood, Sept. 19. |1, following Civercement =m Chicago, Sept. 19. | television committee in a report 
McDonald had hoped to line <1 Following approval by the Brit- | Paramount's production-distribu-| palaban & Katz circuit, which | to be made at Allied’s cannual 
Company last week began install: | ish Board of Trade and the Bank | tion end. never before screened advertising | convention Oct. 2-4 in Pitts 


ing Phonevision-equipped sets in 


800 Chicago homes for the FCC- | 


approved 90-day trial run designed 
to test the public’s willingness to 
subscribe to motion pictures via 


inked a deal with Radiant Films of 
London whereby the latter firm 
becomes Cinecolor, Great Britain, 


of England, Cinecolor Corp. has | 


| Technicolor also paid 50c. It is 
| payable Oct. 11 to holders of rec- 
ord Sept. 26. 





films, will run off film commercials 
| this fall for the first time at 45 of 
| its houses here. 
| ice with United Fruit’s “Chiquita 
Banana” briefie. 


; 


Chain breaks the | 


burgh. Committee will claim that 
the contract being used by Zenith 
to obtain subscribers for the up- 
coming Chicago tests on Phone- 


Phonevision Test Won't Prove Thing, | 
Aled Clams; Maps Pitt Meet Agend 


td. Agreement, as announced by | +m, Vision cannot prove the project’s 
the pay-as-you-see gadget. he com: Cinpaniae here, calls for the par-| BR VJ | Deal was set by BBD&O, UF'S! Value, since aes include an “es- 
Zenith spokesman said t r 7 n ent firm to own 26% of CGBL. amers ys D jad agency, through Movie Adver-| ..,6 clause” for subscribers’ non« 
pany has enough pictures vctheir Sir Sidney Clift, head of the Clif- |tising Bureau. B. & K.’s decision | ot ent. 
the test but refused to ag re of ton circuit in England, will hold to screen the adpix, according to Committee also plans to bring 
source or vintage. rio Rag + lon 24° while Taylor & Associates re- MAB exec Jack Hillyer, climaxes up for consideration by the na- 
the films to be used in ¢ 7 ‘onsid- | tains the balance. ; ommon a “steady trend to the use of ‘spot ti,n31 group Gene Autry’s deal | 
ae test ee ae Botan the CGBL, according to Cinecolor, } movies’ as an integral part Of a) itn ORS for production of 26 & 
erable speculatio! Sl . ers idfilms -cordi lati 
age = Star cause Var ros., in its move to ren : , vidfilms. According to National | 
— on ee caer ent company including Supercine- Phenol ‘its corporate position, Hillyer ee pore — Allied prez Trueman T. Rembusch, 
of a yw ae aa color. Prior to consummation of ).- pought up over 300,000 shares a a on regent metic. on|it appears that Autry “miscalcu- 
ora tenes McDonald's contention the: new pact, Radiant was per- (¢ it, own common stock since mid- bse poon d pes represent | lated in a recent letter to Pete 
that the “home boxoffice” device, Mitted to turn out yoo — ye June. It acquired 72,100 shares 67% of all houses in operation.| 00d, secretary of the Indepen: 
tapping the tele set-owning audi- ha a - mie enake during August, it reported to the Acceptance of adpix, he feels, is dent Theatre Owners of Ohio, ex- 
ence, would be the “natural” solu- or op fea thn Fiog gs sam rnd Securities and Exchanges Commis- “pec, len tm tanker eeaunerelal | plaining that he personally was 
tion to motion picture industry's ‘ xpans sion, bringing treasury holdings to productions. , | making pictures for TV to im- 


attendance problems arising from 


will have full facilities of the par- 


preferred stock to be issued and 
held by Cinecolor and Clift. 





297,700 shares as of Aug. 31. It 


theatre’s program.” 





prove the grosses on his pictures 


teevee. After selling the FCC on has continued to buy since then. | playing in the regular theatres.” 
the idea to the extent of being | In another’ similar move prepar- Allied would like Autry to “ex- 
granted an okay for the 90-day atory to divorcement, the SEC re- U WAY plain away the latest support of 
trial, his next problem was to se- 9 ON (if) Pp A R ported that 20th-Fox had bought in) rv, Rembusch said. He quoted 
cure topflight product to effective- 5 4 1,900 shares of two types of pre- Wood as asking: “Is Autry naive 
ly test the feasibility of the Phone- | |ferred during August. It acquired enough to think that the public 
vision idea. Here, apparently, the | | 1.400 shares of the $1.50 cumula- SKED RETIR | will pay to see him when they 
Zenith prexy has encountered his N T0 FASE _tive convertible and 100 of the can see him for free? When he 
toughest obstacle because of the | $4.50 prior preferred. That brought can be seen in films for nothing, 


reluctance of major producers to 
become associated at this stage 
with the Phonevision plan, which 
if it became widely accepted could 
have far-reaching effect on the 
present exhibitor setup. 
Cooled Interest 

The film boxoffice upturn of the 
past few months has evidently 
cooled any off-the-record interest 
the major pic producers and dis- 
tribs may have had in the Phone- 
vision system. 


Lack of strong offerings for the | 


Phonevision clients is expected to 
Except for the 





hamper the test. | The two structures, which are ‘ ; ; ‘contMue to retire the bonds as . R 
(Continued on page 15) generally considered as a single|. WB plans to continue buying up quickly as conditions permit. For United Par to Solit ; 
: sina i tn - ais its common, as Paramount has ; — j ; 
unit, have a current value of ai*.ut ’ | Current last-quarter earnings 4 


‘Titan’ U.S. Owners 
In Tizzy With UA On 
Com Claimed Due 


American owners of “The Titan 
~The Story of Michelangelo” are 
in a roughhouse with the new 
United Artists management over 
coin they claim is due them. 
They've withdrawn the pic from 


BLDG. SALE 


The $9,000,000 loan arranged by 
{Paramount last week on the Para- 
mount building, N. Y., is for the 
purpose of making easier the sale 
of the 33-story Times square land- 
mark and the adjoining 3,600-seat 
Paramount theatre. Par is under 
obligation of its consent decree 


totals in the treasury as of Aug. 
| 31 to 47,700 of the $1.50 and to 500 
| of the $4.50, 

This was just the beginning for 


20th of its retirement of its pre-| 


ferred in a major refinancing op- 
eration that has included the bor- 
rowing of $7,500,000 to provide 
cash to the production-distribution 
from the theatre company when 
‘divorcement comes. Company is 
preparing to retire entirely the two 
preferred issues. There were 152.- 


ith the U. S. Government to di- 929 shares of the $1.50 outstanding 
. $4.50, callable at $100. 


| $12,000,000. Par has been having been doing for several years. It 


| difficulty finding a buyer prepared | has purposely left its plans vague, 
ito pay that price. In the event however, rather than setting for it- 
one presented himself, it would self any definite pattern of buyii.g. 
take up to six months to arrange Idea is to jump into the market 
mortgages and other details on the Whenever it is felt that the price 


huge purchase. 

The present loan, which is in 
the form of a $7,000,000 mortgage 
and a $2,000,000 note guaranteed 
by Paramount, thus facilitates the 
sale. A prospective buyer would 
have to arrange only $3,000,000 in 


is right. It thus leaves indetermi- 
nate how many of its securities it 
will buy or over what period. 





Expect Corsi to Okay 


FUND BONDS 


Universal, with a big increase in 
profits already in the bag for the 
vear ending Oct. 31, has gotten 
itself six months ahead of sched- 
ule in retirement of its 15-year 








334% sinking fund bonds. Slated | 


to take into the treasury $600,000 
worth of the debentures yearly, it 
has $300,000 worth, bought up in 
advance in a move to reduce debt 
‘and debt service charges. It will 


make it appear likely that the com- 
pany will show a net for the year 
up to $1,400,000. Final figure will 
hinge on what writeoffs are taken 
i\for corporat? and tax purposes. 
Company suffered a loss of $1,125,- 
900 last year. 

Accounting for the improvement 
are both better income and reduc- 
tion in costs. Pix amortized during 
the year have been budgeted at 
far below those released in the 
12-month period ending Oct. 31, 





that’s exactly what he will be 
worth to the exhibitors who play 
his pictures.” 

Rembusch noted that Zenith has 
not yet announced what product 
it will use for its Phonevision test 
and expressed doubt the company 
will be able to obtain enough films 
to run the experiment. “If they 
(Zenith) do secure sufficient film, 
the results obtained from the test 

(Continued on page 16) 


9-Mo. Latitude Okayed 





Comnlex Ownershins 


An additional period of nine 
months for United Paramount to 
dissolve complex joint ownerships 
of theatres in 19 cities in six south- 
ern states was granted by Judge 
Conger in U. S. district court in 


N. Y. last Wednesday (13). 


UP president Leonard Goldene 
son said that intricate leasing ar- 
rangements were involved and the 
additional time was needed to ter- 


UA distribution, but the company | fmancing, reer ~~, yet Theatre Pav Minimum 1949, when the company was at|™inate them. The Dept. of Jus- 
them unless they sign a general) Probably be arranged in much |court approval. 


release of claims. 


shorter time. Par’s experience in 


For N.Y.S. Employees 


that failed to click at the b.o. 





ret aa hen OT are eel 
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The court order also followed 


the past has been that the compli- Bond issue that’s being retired | 


Art pic did $75,000 in boxoffice | 
gross in 13 roadshow engagements | 
handled by UA. Owners maintain, | 


(Continued on page 18) 





however, that they have received 
no money whatsoever out of the 
rentals, which amounted to $14 
000. They claim their share, after 
agreed-upon expenditures, should 
be $4,600, of which approximately 
$2,300 is due in cash and another 


$2,300 is represented by the prints, Meetings is tn evidence with three | 


which they want. 
UA’s contention is that expenses 
ate up the entire producer’s share 


3 MORE EXHIB PARLEYS 
_ ADDED TO LONG STRING 


| Regular fall spate of regional 
‘and state exhibitor organization 


| more such sessions added to the 
| slate. .Virtually all the conclaves 
have an entirely new agenda sub- 





| Despite heated exhibitor protests | 


|against enactment of a minimum 
| wage scale for theatre employees 
‘in N. Y. state, it was expected in 
trade circles this week that State 
Industrial Commissioner Edward 
Corsi will approve the proposed 
'rates, which vary from 50c to 75c. 
At a public hearing on the pay 
minimums held in New York Fri- 
day (15), theatremen rapped the 
suggested scales while a labor rep 
expressed mild satisfaction with the 
recommendations. 


'was floated ir 1941 and runs until 
| 1956. Issue was for $7,500,000, well 
over half of which has now been 
retired. 





Arthur Mayer to Talk 


At AMPA Meet in N.Y. 


First fall meeting of the Asso- 
|ciated Motion Picture Advertisers 
has been set for the Hotel Pica- 
| dilly, N. Y., Sept. 28 with Arthur 
L. Mayer, executive vice-president 


} 


| UP to acquire the interest of co- 


owners in one of three theatres in 
Columbus, Miss., one of two in 
West Point, Miss., and one of two 
in Tupelo, Miss. The circuit is 
enjoined from buying out the part- 
ners’ interests in four theatres in 
Fayetteville, three in Jonesboro 
and three in Camden, all Ark. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Joseph Auerbach 
Gertrude Berg 





for sum ximately | ject this year in addition to the saree ‘ Metr "oi cut’ : ; Edna Best 
except m, a = approximately variety of usually listed subjects As spokesman for the Metropoli- | o¢ the Council of Motion Picture} phi) Bloom: 
equal to the value of the prints. Pe Bs Bert imis- | ¢@2 Motion Picture Theatres Assn. | Organizations. as guest speaker 
The company has thus offered the n distribution practices, admis- 444 the Independent Theatre Own- | ass ae -{ Joan Caulfield 


prints in full settlement. | sfon prices and local items. The 
The $2,300 cash in dispnte—is—neweomer is the Council of_Mo- 
partially the cost of a pressbook, tion Picture Organizations. 
which the producers claim that! At the behest of headquarters 
Paul N. Lazarus, then exec aide to Of both the Theatre Owners of 
the prez of UA, okayed at the com-| America and Allied States, the lo- 
any’s expense. Lazarus has since | Cal affiliates in the field are giv- 
Set the distrib’s employ and the ing COMPO full study with the, 
“Titan” owners claim the new aim of acquainting every member | 
management has refused to honor With the industry organization’s 
the agreement. | purposes and objectives. } 
Although their right to break, The new meetings set include | 
their distribution contract with the convention of Allied Theatre! 
(Continued on page 18) 





day (26) at the Hotel Douglas, 

Newark, to be preceded by a board 

Sherman, Agnew In session, and the Allied Theatre 

ELC Chi Sales Talks ey of the ~—_, States, Dec. 

| Chicago, Sept. 19. al the Roosevelt hotel, New 

giles cong, Classics | regional | Additionally, the Metropolitan 

h ; a P , Motion Picture Theatres Associ- 

ere over last weekend, brought ation, N. Y., independent. is sched- 

producers Harry Sherman and Neil uled to Z0 inte session on Sept. 28 
Agnew as guest speakers on Friday at the Hotel St. Morit N. 4 y 
(15). Pair, who recently set 50-pic al a or Be 


deal with EL, elaborated on forth- | Blumbe gt N. Y. 
rg to N. I. 


coming plans for first 10 films. 

Convention was first since EL Nate J. Blumberg, president of 
wedded Film Classics. Two pro- Universal, is due back at the home- 
motions were announced at the office on Monday (25) after four 
meeting, boosting former Des weeks on the Coast. 

Moines branch manager Jim Vede He has been in consultation with 
to Detroit and former booker Carl production executives and viewing 


Olson to D. M. manager. ithe company’s new product. 





| Owners of New Jersey next Tues-! 


ers Assn. at the hearings, MMPTA 
‘head Leo Brecher urged that -chil- 
dren’s matrons, ushers, doormen 
and cashiers .be eliminated from 
coverage. If this could not be ac- 
complished, he said, then proposed 
wage requirements in these per- 
sonnel brackets should be modi- 
fied otherwise they would wreak 
hardship upon neighborhood thea- 
tres. 

Under the suggested minimum 
wage scales for the amusement and 
recreation industry, cashiers, clean- 
ers, porters and matrons in film 
| theatres would get 75¢c an hour in 
| cities in excess of 50,000 popula- 
‘tion, and all communities in West- 

chester and Nassau counties; 70c 
would be paid in cities from 10,- 
,000-50,000, except Nassau and 
| Westchester, and 65c an hour in 
‘towns of less than 10,000 exclud- 
ing Nassau-Westchester. Some 
part-time help, such as_ ushers, 
would be rated at 50c an hour. 
Friday’s hearing was one of sev- 
eral held this summer on the wage 
/recommendations. Final meet is 
scheduled for Rochester Friday 
/ (22). Corsi will weigh the findings 
of the nine-m*n minimum wage 
‘board and h°nrd down a decision 


jsometime in October. 


( 


Mayer will discuss “COMPO and 
the Showman.” ; 

Also slated to address the ses- 
sion is Don Henshaw, executive of 
MacLaren Advertising Co., Ltd., 
Toronto. Gordon White, director 
\of the Advertising Code Adminis- 
tration of the Motion TFucture 
Assn. of America, will preside. 


| 





Europe to N. Y. 


Marvin Bellie 
Elen Dosia 

Lew Grade 
Farley Granger 
Elsa Maxwell 
Alfred Nightingale 
David Niven 

Jan Peerce 

Cesar Romero 
Francoise Rosay 
William Saal 
Samuel Srhneider 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Renata Tebaldi 
Igor Troubetzkoy 
Herbert J. Yates 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


N. Y. to Europe 
Harry Dent Moore 
Josephine Niggli 
Herb Rosenthal 








Herman Citron 
Charles Coburn 
Jerry Colonna 
Dan Dailey 

Olivia DeHavilland 
George R. Durgom 
William Farnum 
Dorothy Fields 
Nina Foch 

Mitzi Gaynor 
George Glass 
Stewart Granger 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Susan Hayward 
Joseph Justman 
Irving Lazar 
Sarah Marshall 
Irving Mills 

Mary Pickford 
Sigmund Romberg 
Eddie Schellhorn 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Spyros Skouras 
John Steinberg 
Blanche Thebom 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mary Hunter 
Irving Lesser 

Eda Reis Merin 
Milton Pickman 
Seymour Poe 
Howard St. John 
Sol A. Schwartz 
Robert M. Stillman 
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Par Blankets Country With Group at IRS FEEL 


Selling, 3,700 Exhibs Buying That Way 


While other majors have yet to? 
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get beyond the planning stage with 
licensing of pictures In Broups, | 
Paramount, which adopted the | 
policy over a year ago, has vir- 
tually blanketed the country with 
group-selling operations. 


The number of exhibitors li- 
censing Paramount product in 
blocks has been steadily increas- 


ing since the practice was insti- | 
tuted. At present there are 3,700 
theatremen taking the company’s 
pictures in groups and the figure 
is likely to go even higher, accord- 
ing to homeoffice executives. 

The company offers up to 20 
films at a time, mostly to theatre- 
men in outlying and non-competi- | 
tive areas where there are no legal 
barriers blocking the system. Chief 
consideration is compliance with 
court injunctions against the con- 
ditioning of the sale of one pic- 
ture on the licensing of others. 
Additionally, there must be a 20° 
cancellation privilege for the the- 


atre. } 

William F 
tribution vicepresident, announced | 
several weeks ago he was consid- | 
ering the policy but has yet to get} 
it underway. Andy W. Smith, 20th- 
Fox sales chief, similarly unveiled 
plans to sell in groups but hasn't | 
followed through with that type of | 
licensing to date. 

In both instances it is apparent 
the legal departments of each 
company are giving full attention | 
to the restraint imposed by the, 
courts and are wary of the possi- 
bility of contempt charges. 

Paramount is now selling its 
product output through the bal- 
ance of the year, ending with “Mr. | 
Music,” Bing Crosby starrer. Aver- 
age number of pix taken in the 
block plan is said to be eight to 10. 


Rodgers, Metro dis- 





Exhibs Won't Co-op : 
On Footing TY Bil | 
In Paramount Bally 


Television is a potent advertising | 
medium for the motion picture but | 
exhibitors are disinclined to foot | 
their end of the bill, a d therein | 
lies the rub, Max E. Youngstein, | 
acvertising-publicity chief for Par-| 
amount, complained in N. Y. prior | 
to his Monday 18) departure for | 
Hollywood. ‘ 


Paramount went to some lengths 
in the way of harnessing TV for 
promotional purposes only to find, 
largely, lack of cooperation by the- 
atremen, Youngstein contended. 
He said in past the exhib’s posi- 
tion was that it was the responsi- | 
bility of the film company to pre- 
pare material for video presenta- 





tion, and consequenty Paramount 
went ahead with preparation of | 
Special trailers up to lengths of | 


One minute with musie cue sheets 
provided. While this meant taking | 
On additional expense for his de- | 
partment, only 150 theatremen | 
Were willing to buy the local video | 
time to circulate the specially-pre- 
pared TV blurbs, he related. 

For the most part the Paramount | 
format has been clips directly from | 
the pictures up for the ballyhoo | 
With the narration dubbed. Go- | 
ing beyond this the major shot a | 
Special trailer for “Sunset Boule- | 
vard” which featured William Hol- 
den, Additionally, canned music 
Was supplied by the studio. 


Since individual theatremen are 
not disposed to take on the tele- 
Vising costs, Youngstein proposes 
that groups of exhibs band _ to- 
gether in sponsorship on a coop-. 
erative basis. He said he figures | 
that TV has a far more lasting im- 
Pression than any other medium | 
and televised plugs would benefit 
the subsequent-run as well as the 
Showcase. 

TV times costs are up to the the- 
atremen for the reason that pro- | 
duction-distribution generally is. 
now spending eight to 11% of its | 
Bross on merchandising product | 
but the extent to which exhibition | 
Promotes its wares on the local | 
level is 2.5-3.5%, seldom more, | 
Youngstein holds, 


Bob Rubin Undecided 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Plans of Robert J. Rubin, who 
resigned as of the end of last} 
month as general counsel for the | 
Society of Independent Motion Pic: | 
ture Producers, are unsettled as | 
yet. He may open law offices | 
either here or in New York. | 


In either case, it is likely that | 


ADMISH HIKE SURE IF BIZ HOLDS 





Rank Due in NY. Next Month To 


RISE QVEANIIE Seek Yank Cos. for Co-Prod. Deals 


Significant if not sensational 
hike in theatre admission scales ap- 
pears certain if present improving 
business trends continue. B.o. fees 
have come in for considerable dis- 
cussion from exhibs during the 
past month, with the conclusion 
generally being that an overall tilt 
is not yet feasible, but is called for 
and will be made later if the traf- 
fic will bear it. 

The’ talk—if 


not action—has 





+ Flanked by John W. Davis and 
G. I. Woodham-Smith, his two top 
|executive aides, J.. Arthur Rank is 
| due ‘n N. Y. about Oct. 9 from Lon- 
'don and is expected to g. on the 
| prowl immediately for American 
| companies to join him in co-pro- 
|duction deals in England. Rank 
| announced at the beginning of this 
| month he will refrain from under- 
ing to cash in on tourism, of |taking the burdens of producing 
course, via the publicity. ion his own entirely, and that he 
| plans only filmmaking with outside 


P.R.’s ‘Cyrano’ Bow 

Puerto Rican government is 
footing a bill of $35,000 for 
the world preem in San Juan 
of Stanley Kramer’s “Cyrano.” 
Stars and newspaper and mag 
writers will be flown there for 
the event, with the island hop- 


rangements 


he will continue to handle chores | been stirslated by a recent broad- 
for SIMPP on a client basis. Ar-|side to Allied members from the 
_ are likewise being | exhib organization's board chair- 
made for him to serve as counsel}man and general counsel, Abram 


!and part in New York. 


|}ander Korda. 


| tries to “Women Without Names,” 


| ert Goelet, City Investing Co. top- 


“The 


i Loew’s. 


on pending lawsuits by some of the | 

Society’s individual members. 
Rubin was with SIMPP about | 

three years, part of the time here | 





Lopert-Headed 
Syndicate in Int'l 


Deals With Korda 


U. S. syndicate headed by Ilya 
Lopert has entered into two inter- 
national film deals with Sir Alex- 
One is for the pur- 
chase by Korda of distribution 
rights in England and other coun- 


while the other is for exhibition in 
the U. S. by the syndicate of two 
Korda films. 

“Women” was produced in Italy 
by Lopert with financing by him- 
self, New York realty tycoon Rob- | 
per Robert Dowling and importer 
Roberto Haggiag. They sold rights 
to Korda for £17,000 for distribu- 
tion in the United Kingdom, the 
British Commonwealth except Can- 
ada, Sweden, Denmark, Germany 
and Austria. 

In turn, Le,ert, who returned to 
New York last week from a sum- 
mer spent in Europe, negotiated a 
deal by which his group has ac- 
quired exhibition rights to “Tales 
of Hoffman” and “An Outcast of 
the Islands.” Pix are expected to 
play one of the two Dowling houses 
on Broadway, the Astor or the 
Victoria, and in theatres operated 
by Lopert Films, in which Dowling 
and Goelet have an interest, in 
Washington and some other. cities. 


(Continued on page 18) 


Korda Seeks Beecham 
For ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 


London, Sept. 19. 

Sir Alexander Korda is negoti- | 
ating with Sir Thomas Beecham to) 
appear in and conduct the orches- | 
tra in a full-length film version of | 
Sleeping Beauty” ballet. | 
Margot Fonteyn, premiere dan-| 
seuse of the Sadler’s Wells com-| 
pany, has been inked for the prin- | 
cipal role in the picture, which. 
will be lensed in Technicolor here | 
next year. | 

Pic will be virtually wordless. | 
It follows “Tales of Hoffman,” | 
which has just been completed for | 
Korda by Michael Powell and) 
Emeric Pressburger. Beecham ap-' 
pears in this with ballet and opera 








‘stars Moira Shearer, Robert Help- | 


mann, Leonide Massine, Robert 
Rounseville and Ann Ayars. 





E. G. Crews Sued On 
% By 8 Majors 
Raleigh, N. C., Sept. 19. 
Separate percentage suits were 
brought in federal court here last 
week by the eight majors against) 
E. G. Crews. All actions ask dam- | 
ages based upon alleged under- | 
reporting of receipts at the Caro- 
lina and Orpheum theatres in Ox- 
ford, N. C. 
Plaintiffs are RKO, 20th-Fox, 
Paramount, Warners, United Art- 
ists, Columbia, Universal and 


| been 


| theatre trade soared despite 


| sition for 





F. Myers. He suggested an imme- | 





diate lift in scales. 





Theatremen appear to be taking 
the advice cautiously. They’ve 
scrutinizing their own box- 
office taps, those of the competi- | 
tion and prices in similar towns. 
Feeling is that in most cases a tilt 
would be justified on the basis of 
the diminishing spread between 
costs and income, but no one feels 
confident enough about the new 
surge of business felt this summer 
to want to chance chasing it. 

As a result, whatever action in | 
this direction that there has been 
in the past few weeks or that may 
be expected in the immediate fu- | 
ture must be in houses where a 
special situation prevails. That may 
be that prices have been held in- 
ordinately low for too long a time, | 
competition has changed, neigh- | 
borhood has changed, or something | 
on that order. 

One astute circuit operator | 
queried this week took this angle: | 

(Continued on page 18) 


FIRST 20TH-FOX PIC 
TO N. Y. PAR SINCE ’36 


Ever since divorcement, the the- 
atre end of Paramount has been 
dating the picture side less and 
less. Latest evidence is the book- 
ing of “I'll Get By” at the N. Y.| 
Paramount theatre, the first 20th- | 
Fox film dated at the house since | 
“To Mary with Love” in 1936. | 

Further demonstrating that the | 
theatre, flagship of United Para-| 
mount, is doing some “outside” | 
shopping, is the slating of “Sleep- | 
ing City,” which opens. today) 
(Wed.). This is the third Univer- | 
sal film to play the Paramount. 
since Jan. 1, 1950, AD (After Di-| 
vorcement). For the most part, | 
however, Paramount theatre is still | 
the home of Paramount pix. 











| sought. 


| they discovered other houses pla; - 


| 


One exhib in a hinterland ex- 
change centre said yesterday 
(Tuesday) that his local organiza- 
tion was “preparing to murder, 
Universal” if 70° was asked. He 
said absolutely that members 
wouldn’t buy it at that price. 

Reminded that theatre ops had | 
had made similar statements be- 
fore and then backed down when 


ing a pic at top terms and still 
making plenty of coin, exhib 
(Continued on page 16) 





Irv Lesser, Poe to Coast 

Irving Lesser and Seymour Poe, 
partners in Producers Representa- 
tives, Inc., N. Y., fly to the Coast 
today (Wed.) for 10 days of meet- 
ings with Sol Lesser and his asso- 
eiates on plans for importation of 
foreign films and their franchising 
to U. S. art theatres. 

PRI will be associated with Les- 
ser in the operation, handling the 
sales and distribution end. 





National Boxoffice Survey 





Too Many Holdovers Slow Pace; ‘Heaven’ New. 


Champ, With ‘Sunset,’ ‘Rose,’ ‘Stock’ Next Highest 


Surplus of holdovers and ex- 
tended-run pix are cutting into the 
overall national boxoffice this ses- 
sion, with the rea! money being 
taken by several newcomers. Re- 
turn of hot weather in some key 
cities covered by Variety is hurt- 
ing somewhat. Unusual develop- 
ment in Philadelphia is that film 
in- 
terest both in pro football and 
great drive of the National League 
Phillies baseball team. 

Launching of “My Blue Heaven” 
(20th) on general scale is pushing 
this Betty Grable-Dan Dailey star- 
rer to top rung this stanza, helped, 
of course, by a sock week at N. Y. 
Roxy. Next in line is “Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par), which is surg- 
ing upwards again with a fresh 
batch of dates. 

“Black Rose” (20th) is winding 
up third after being in No. 1 po- 
two weeks” running. 
Fourth money goes to “Summer 
Stock” (M-G) while “Tea For Two” 
(WB) is an easy fifth-place winner. 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) has dropped, 
down to sixth, with “The Men” 
(UA), just getting out extensively, , 
pushing up to seventh. | 

“Our Very Own” (RKO), “Treas- | 
ure Island” (RKO), “Broken Ar- 
row” (20th), “So Young, So Bad” | 
(UA) and “Kiss Tomorrow Good- | 


' bye” (WB) round out the Golden' 


Dozen in that order. Best runner- | 
up pix are “A Life of Her Own” | 
(M-G), “No Way Out” (20th), just 
getting around, and “Three Little | 
Words” (M-G) in that sequence. 

Besides ‘“Heaven,” there are 
some six new pictures. being 
launched this stanza but few show 
much promise on basis of current | 
showings. One big potential gros- 
ser appears to be ‘“Devil’s Door- 
way” (M-G). This new Robert 
Taylor starrer is great in Philly. | 
“Three Secrets” (WB) 
posribilities, with a neat session in | 
Philly and a nice St. Louis show- 
ing. “Breaking Point’ (WB) is 
only medium in L. A. “Petty Girl” 
(Col) is mild in Pitt but okay in 
Balto. “High Lonesome” (EL), 
fine in Philly, is just okay in Buf- 
falo and ‘thin in Frisco. “Union 
Station” (Par) is uneven this 
round. 

“Sleeping City” (U), which opens 
at N. Y. Paramount this week, is 
rated fair in Toronto. ‘Panic in 
Streets” (20th) is not so good at 
the boxoffice this frame. ‘‘Lady 
Without Passport” (M-G), mild in 
K. C., is only so-so in Chi and 
slow in L. A. “Pretty Baby” (WB) 
looks okay in Boston and nice in 
Portland. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 

on Pages 8-9) 


| only 


also hints | 


Not the least of Puerto Rico’s 
aim, however, is to get back on interests. : 
his native soil the island’s No. 
1 actor-citizen, Jose Ferrer, | 
who stars in “Cyrano.” Date 
has not yet been set. 


Report of 707, 
Harvey Terms 


Stirs Exhib Orgs 


Reports reaching the field that 
Universal will ask 70° terms for 
its forthcoming James Stewart- 
starrer, “Harvey,” are already stir- | 
ring exhib organizations into ac- | 
tion. While the pic isn’t even) 
slated for tradeshowing until Oct. | 
10, theatremen are burned over | 
hints from salesmanager William | 
Seully that the top terms will be 


Some spadework for Rank in 
seeking out U. S. alliances vas 
done in N. Y. late last month by 
Earl St. John, production head sof 
the Rank organization, who had 
talks with several major company 
executives, including those at the 
Paramount homeoffice. 

However, that Rank will engage 
in non-solo production was 
intimated by producer S‘ .ney Box 
in N. Y. yesterday. Latter’s 
thought was that conditions 
“change” and so, too, do the plans 
of producers. He said he wouldn't 
be surprised if Rank were to re- 
verse himself and map plans for six 
or seven of his own organization’s 
productions annually. 

So far as shooting is concerned, 
the Rank outfit will be idle at least 
for the balance of this month. 
“Highy Dangerous,” starring Dane 


| Clark and Margaret Lockwood, the 


last one made, was finished early 
this month. This was produced by 
Anthony Darnborough with Roy 
Baker directing. 

Incidentally, Box said it was his 
understanding that Baker has been 
signed to a seven-year deal by 


| 20th-Fox. 





‘Cyrano’ as Roadshow 


Would Cost UA Plenty 


If Picture Goes Over 


Stanley Kramer's decision to ex- 
periment with a roadshow policy on 
his forthcoming ‘‘Cyrano”’ will cost 
United Artists a tremendous 
amount of coin if it is successful. 
Kramer’s distribution deal with 
UA, as is also the case with other 
of its producers, provides for a 
considerable difference in fee to 
the releasing company between 
roadshow and regular selling. 

In the case of Kramer, his con- 
tract calls for him to pay UA a 
distribution fee of 2742° on ordi- 
nary engagements, but only 10°) 
on a roadshow. The difference the- 
oretically is because hard-ticket 
dates are generally for a long run, 
most of the work in negotiating 
them and the campaigns are prin- 
cipally done by the producer’s own 
rep and so there is comparatively 


| little expenditure of time and ef- 
| fort on them. 


Tremendous difference between 
the two percentage figures is evi- 
dent in that if Kramer is able to 


, get $1,000,000, for instance, out of 


his two-a-day bookings, UA will 


‘have been deprived of $175,000. 


George J. Schaefer, Kramer's sales 


chief, is setting up four experimen- 


(Continued on page 18) 


AWAIT READE-STORRS 
APPEAL ON CT. ORDER 


Trenton, Sept. 19. 

Appeals from the Trenton su- 
perior court decision ordering dis- 
solution of Trenton-New Bru-wick 
Theatres appeared a certainty this 
week as the two defendants, Wal- 
ter Reade and the estate of Frank 
Storrs, both switched to new coun- 
sel on the eve of entry of the dis- 
solution order. The new attorneys 
and representatives of RKO, plain- 
tiff in the action, are to meet with 
Judge Wilfred Jayne on Friday 
22) on the form of the order. 

Notices of appeal are likely to 
be filed by the Reade side shortly 
after, there being little possibility 
of agreement on terminating the 
RKO-Reade joint ownership. 

It is understood t:.-t RKO’s of- 
fer to buy out Reade and the Storrs 
‘estate at $1,500,000 still stauds. 
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The Glass Menagerie 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Warners release of Jerry Wald-Charles 
K. Feldman production. Stars Jane Wy- 
Kirk Douglas, Gertrude Lawrence, 


an, 
Arthur Kennedy. Features Ralph San- 
ford, Ann Tyrrell, John Compton, Ge r- 
trude Graner. Sara Edwards, Louise Lor- 
rimer. Cris Alcaide, Perdita Chandler. 
Directed by Irving Rapper. Written by 
Tennessee Williams ahd Peter Berne:s, 
from Willicms’ play; camera, Reocert 
Burks: music, Max Steiner; editor. David 
Weisbart Tradesmen Sept. 7, 50. Run- 
r . M “ 
yam Ee ; be PT ee Jane Wyman 
Jim Kirk Douglas 
AMANGR ...cccccseses Gertrude Lawre we 
Tom ale cthacsenens Arthur Kenney 
Mendoza.....«+- errs Ralgh Santor d 
Clerk PEAS Pee ep er Ann_ Tyrrell 
Young Man .......e+- é John Compten 
Women Instructor Gertrude Gre mr 
Mrs liller ; Sara Eu’ 
Mise Porter Louise Lor: mer 
“ SPerrrnrrr ry ys tay Cris Alc’ ee 
rer ; Perdita Choncler 
Customer demands for “some- 


thing different” will be fulfilled in 
spades by “The Glass Menagerie 


Project that skyrocketed Tenne - 
see Williams to the topmost Gra- 
matist brackets has been beauti- 


4 


fully celluloided by Warners. Art) 
jt is, unquestionably, but 
down-to-earth style that results in 
conplete audience identification 
Spotting Jane Wyman as crippled 


in 


Laura. Arthur Kennedy as her 
compassionate brother, Gertrude 
Lawrence as their frowzy mothcr 
and Kirk Douglas as the Gentle- 
man Caller who unwitting!s 
changes their lives, for better or 
worse, is a casting scoop that will 
piy off magnificently. All prode- 
tion facets were tended with im- 
peccable taste by co-producers 
Jerry Wald and Charles K. Fe'd- 
man, director Irving Rapner 
worked hand-in-glove with script- 


ers Williams and Peter Berreis io 
see that none of the original’s fra- 
gi'e imagery was !ost, and each of 
the four stars gave it the works 
thespwise. 

“v-now familiar plot about the 
aging southern belle who holds her 
b-ood together in a St. Louis tere- 
yent, only to lose her son when he 
decides he can take her nagging no 
longer, unreels engrossingly under 
Rapper’s guidance. Most remark- 
a''e is the subtle restraint em- 

oved to revister Laura’s awaken- 
in7, under the Gentleman Caller’s 
caiolery,.to the fact that life isn’t 
a bust just because yvou’ve goi a 
bum gam. Her happiness at find- 
ing the “long-delaved but alwevs 
expected something that we live 
for.” while ber mother blows her 
top at the idea of her daughter 
losing a suitor. could have slop d 
over into utter hathos. Rapper :nd 
bendpicked cast held it in " 
Theirs is film wizardry at its h« 

Star quartet grabs the lion's 
share of the footage but the sun- 
port manages to come across, 190, 
ntably Gertrude Graner, Perdita 
Chandler. Raloh Sanford and Ann 
T rrell. Douglas’ being the small- 
e- of the ton roles, Kennedy and 
the Misses Wyman and Lawrence 
ficht it out for thesp honors, °-nd 
it would apvear to be a draw. ‘1iss 
Lawrence, incidentally, has a “belle 
of the ball” flashback that revee!'s 
she has 'ost none of her glamor, 
despite the pidding necessary for 
the Amanda role. 

Technice! credits are solid, p 'n- 
cipally Robert Burks’ muted lens- 
in’. the dingy apartment, ballroom 
and business school set work bv 
Robert Heas and William Wallace, 
David Weisbart’s editing, and *I»x 
Steiner's compelling mood music. 

Milce. 


ne 





The Fuller Brush Girl 


Columbia production and release. Si: rs 
Lucille Ball and Eddie Albert: features 


Carl Benton Reid, Gale Robbins, ef 
Donnell, Jerome Cowan, John Litel, Fred 
Graham, lee Patrick, Arthur Space. [D'- 


rected by Lloyd Racon. Screenplay, Fronk 
T:chlin: camera. Charles Lawton. ‘r.; 
e'tor, William Lyon: music, Heinz Roem- 





he'd; musie conductor, Morris Siele#. 
Previewed in N. Y., Aug. 26, °’50. Run- 
nie time, 87 MINS, 
S-"t~ Elliot A Lucille Ball 
Ii'tmphrey Briggs -Eddie Alert 
SUE. 24 > weak xi Carl Benton "cid 
Ruby Rawlings ..... PPP eY: Gale Robins 
Jone Bixy Covedecvecsss OO Donnell 
I’>-vey Simpson cocceeee Jerome Cow:n 
(US Gi teers. John Titel 
‘Rocky Mitchell ..... eeeees Fred Grahom 
Claire Simpson cooccee. Lee Patrick 
Invector Rodgers.......... Arthur Snuce 
Banys bese eee eb 60eess ee TAREE 
ee ere coccoeee Billy Vinccnt 
“val sevececcccccocoss>» LOFin Roel-er 
‘oy a ree Se Lelah Tv'er 
Mrs. Fast scccccccees. Saran Edwin's 
Mrs. West i60ew sewase Lois Au’in 
Mrs. South seeeeees.- Isabel Randoloh 
are. Finley coer cesege Isabel Withers 
eve! 
Lou ; cocccecces++. Donna Boswell 
Alvin } 
Albert) Gregory Marshall 
There can be no pretense t! ot 


“The Fuller Brush Girl” is hard'y 
more than a vehicle for Lucille 
Bi'!l, and she makes capital of the 
tiiuation. If ever there were anv 
doubts as to Miss Ball's forte. 


“aller Brush” dispels them, She ‘s | 


an excellent comedienne, and in 
this rowdy, incoherent yarn, wi n 
iis Keystone Kop overtones, «>> 
Zarners the major laurels. In f:ct, 
Se 1s on so much of the time t iri 
the story’s weaknesses ean ths 
nas B “ overlooked. The pic 
sou ao well eno c 

Siar Ban ugh, thanks to 
_Pic has extremely funny situa- 
tions, thoush some of them ere 
pretty familiar. “here is mucho 
the Marx Bros. type of chase, and 


| 
| 


i 
{ 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Glass Menagerie” (WB). 
Excellent drama with Jane Wy- 
man-Kirk Douglas-Gertrude 
Lawrence-Arthur Kennedy. 

“Phe Fuller Brush Girl” 
‘Col). Lueille Ball-Eddie Al- 
bert in laugh-loaded, though 
obvious yarn. 

“Prisoners in Petticoats” 
‘Rep). Minor pregram entry. 
A eller without much action. 

“Penegades Of The Saze” 
(Col). Among better Charles 
Starrett starrers; okay for 
dualers. 

“"edwood Forest Trail” 


Songs) (Rep). Rex Allen in 
<inging-fighting actioner for 
western market 

“Across the Badlands’’ 
‘Songs) ‘Cob. Charles Star- 
rett western for duallers 

“No Trace” (British) ‘Indie’. 


Novel meller with British cast 
not calculated to do much ex- 


cept on dualers in U.S 





Liovd Bacon’s direction has made 
much of the comedy sequences. 
It’s a cops-and-robbers yarn, with 
a couple of murders as the fulcrum 
that enables Miss Ball to go whole- 
hog in to her slapstick. There's 
even a reference to Metro's “Fuller 
Brush Man”’—with Red _ Skelton 
coming in for a cute laugh bit, 
though he’s unbilled. 

Miss Ball plays a 
Girl who becomes involved inno- 
contly in the murder of Jerome 
Cowan's wife, Lee Patrick. The 
manner in which she becomes 
linked to the murder, and the sub- 
scauent slaving of Cowan, is 
preity obvious, and the complica- 
tions that arise produce plenty of 
laughs. Eddie Albert plays her 
dumb boyfriend who is also in- 
volved in the chase. 

There are a number of 
cially funny situations in which 
Miss Ball runs the gamut, namely 
a bit in which Albert and she flee 
the cops over backfences: another 
in which she makes up as a burley 
strinper to shroud her identity, 
with the cops ‘and thugs) hot at 
her heels, plus one in which they 
hide in the hold of a ship while 


Fuller Brush 


espe- 


trving to lose their pursuers. 
Albert plavs an excellent 
straight for Miss Ball. Cowan is 


most conspicuous among the sup- 
porting players. Kahn. 


Prisoners in Petticonts 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Republic release of Lou Brock produc 
tion. Features Valentine Perkins, Robert 
Rockwell, Danni Sue Nolan, Anthony Ca- 
ruso, Tony Barrett Directed by Philip 
Ford. Screenplay, Bradbury Foote; orixg- 
inal siory, Raymond Schrock, George 
Callahan; camera, Ellis W. Carter: editor, 
Harold Minter. Previewed Sept. 14, °50. 
Running time, 


60 MINS 

‘ Valentine Perkins 
Robert Rockwell 
Danni Sue Nolan 


Joan Grey 
irk Hampton 
Francis White 


Nickey Bowman eeeee Anthony Csruso 
eo, ee =e aa Tony Borrett 
Sam Cian ...isscecs seees EOI § Were 
vrreresens GOP... 620 0600 0% Alex Gerry 
Danny 060006604603 aeee | are 
Old Beatrice .........2.. Queenie Smith 
SO eee ee Bert Conway 
CP eTeT eee cree Rudy Rama 
CMe COPOOe. occ iccaciks is Marlo Dwyer 
Detective Blake........ ° Russ Conway 
Sadie coeceees- Marta Mitrovich 


For the programmer market, in 
secondary bookings, “Prisoners in 
Petticoats” barely gets by. Both 
story and acting are unbelievable, 
as is the direction. However, foot- 
age runs only 60 minutes, making 
it suitable for the supporting slot 
in the smaller general situation. 

Plotting centers on Valentine 
Perkins, naive pianist working in- 
cognito in a nitery operated by An- 
thony Caruso as a front for his 
rackets. A gang member double- 
crosses Caruso and stashes $100,000 


in loot with the girl. Latter, not 
knowing what it’s all about, be- 
comes involved with police and 


goes to jai] rather than reveal her 
true identity and embarrass her 
dienified professor father. 

There's little attempt to develop 


interest in the circumstances that | 


get the girl out of her fix, and writ- 
ing doesn’t make any of the charac- 
ters very bright. Players perform 
in the same vein. Male hero of 
piece is Robert Rockwell, special 
investigator. Tony Barrett is Ca- 
ruso’s doublecrossing henchman. 
ond others involved include Danni 
Sue Nolan, David Wolfe and Alex 
Gerry. 

Philip Ford did a stereotype job 
of directing. Lou Brock’s produc- 
tion and technical assists are stond- 
erd for budget and release inten- 
tions. Brog. 





The Holy Vear 21 the 
° . 
Vatiean 
(DOCUMENTARY) 
- Astor Pictures release «! March of 
vime ‘Richard de Rochemoni) Production. 
rretion, Right Rev. Msgr. Fulten 3 
Sheen, Tradeshown N. Y., Se pt. 14, °50. 
Running time, 66 MINS, , 


“The Holy Year at the Vatican” 
a full-length documentary pro- 
duced by the March of Time, is a | 
p ctorial record of a pilgrimage to 
t'e Vatican led by Francis Cor- 
c nal Spellman of New York. 
Thorough and painstaking, the film | 


Pious 


outlines the Vatican’s multitude of | 
activities and graphically describes 
its magnificent art treasures. 

There’s a wealth of detail in the, 
footage: Unfortunately the very | 
completeness of the picture tends | 
to make audience interest dip 
slightly at intervals. If some of the 
minor phases of the film were 
trimmed, the overall impact of this , 
MOT documentary would be con- 
siderably enhanced. ; 

Within its 66 minutes running 
time, “Holy Year at the Vatican,” | 
contains scenes of pageantry and 
explains the complicated adminis- 
tration of the Papal State. Pope 
XII is seen in several se- 
quences and the camera also de- 
picts scores of paintings, mosa!cs 





and tapestries. In addition, the 
multi-faceted maintenance organ- 
ization of the Vatican is shown 


carrying out its countless .tasks. 
Accompanying the eight reels is 


a commentary by the Right Rev. | 
Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen. His nar- 
ration of the .subject is as thor- 


ough as the film itself. Theatremen 
will find this type documentary 
principally a “prestige” picture. 
Tieups with local churches in ad- 
vance of bookings will be helpful. 
Gilb. 





Renegades of the Sage 





(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark 
production Stars Charles Starrett; 
features Smiley Burnette, Leslie Banning, 
Trevor Bardette, Douglas Fowley, Joc 
O'Mahoney. Fred Sears. Directed by Ray 
Nazarro. Sereenplay, Earle Snell; camera, 
Fayte Browne; editor. Paul Borofsky. At 
New York theatre. N. Y., week of Sept. 
12, °50. Running time, 56 MINS. 

Steve Duncan } 

The Durango Kid\...... Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette ....... Smiley Burnetie 
FE'tlen Miller Leslie Banning 
(ere re Trevor Bardette 
RE PP Eee Douglas Fowley 
Lieutenant Hunter Jock O’Mahoney 
Lieutenant Jones ...... Fred Sears 
Johnny ; R , Jerry Hunter 
WORE” 56406668 %060086% George Chesebro 
DPOW .ccccceces eeeeee.- Frank McCarroll 

MONE sick beseduwe activa Selmer Jackson 

This 56-minute entry, heavy in 
the action department and _ sport- 


ing a better-than-average story for 
a low-budget western, rates with 
the choicer Charles Starrett star- 
rers. Film's brief running time 
provides a large dose of gunplay 
and a minimum of dialog. It’s okay 
to round out doublebills. 

As a government agent. it’s 
Starrett’s job to track down a band 
of outlaws interfering with con- 
struction ef telegraph lines in law- 
less western territories. Period | 
follows the close of the Civil War. | 
Starrett is supposed to nail down} 
Trevor Bardette, who headed a 
guerilla band during the war and 
is believed to be leader of the 
current opposition. Pie’s windup, 
however, finds Bardetta in the 
clear and the real culprits appre- 
hended. 

Short span of film leaves cer- 
tain incidents hanging in the air. 
But, this shortcoming will prob- | 
ably go unnoticed by western and 
action fans. Operating in the dual | 


roie of the government rep and 
the Durango Kid, Starrett is al- 


most constantly reaching for his 
holster. Practically the only time | 


a lag in~action occurs is when 
Smiley Burnette comes on the 
scene for some comedy relief, 


strictly in the rustic vein. 


Starrett is his usual assured self, | 
anties | out for proper introductions. and 


while Burnette’s comic 
follow a routine pattern, revolving 


sonality. Bardetie gives a sympa- 
thetic performance as a man real- 
izing the law is after -him for 
crimes of which he is innocent. As 


the only femme, Leslie Banning is | 


appealing. Douglas Fowley is con- 
vincing as the gangleader. 

Ray Nazarro’s direction keeps 
film going at a snappy pace. Pro- 
ducer Colbert Clark has dressed 
pic in standard fashion. Gros. 

Redwood Forest Trail 

(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


Republic release of Franklin Adreon 
production. Stars Rex Allen; features Jeff 








Donnell, Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer. Jane 
Darwell, Marien Lamont, Pierre Waikin. 
Directed by Philip Ford. Written by 
sradferd Ropes; ¢>mera, John MacBur- 
nie; editor, Haroid Minter. Previewed 
Sept. 14, ’50. Running time, 66 MINS. 

ae eae: Rex Allen 
Julie Westcott ........ Jet? Donnell 


“Alfalfa” Donahue........Carl “Alfalfa” 
Switzer 


Hattie Hickory Jane Darwell 


Craig Denvers y ee 
Arthur Cameron........... Pierre Watkin 
Iwo Bits itnbeteake ee Jimmy Ogg ! 
Mighty "1, ere ben haaa Dick Jones | 
ad ey g tte eee eeceer eons John Czeson 
pes UM. cece ccceeccces Jimmy Frasher 
cu, ig CE CTC ee Bob Larson 
I.ush Mason......... .-.. Robert W. Wood 
ne heeeee ° . Jacek Lerson 
av . itbROOOC C8 Ted Fries | 
ORG POPYONE. . ivccckcs cs Joseph Granby 


WOON oo. 2 ka Kivcewceceni 


Robert E. Burns 


Rex Allen is one of the newer 
film cowpokes who de pends on 
vocal cords as weil as sinews to get 
siong. Personality and appearance 
are 300d, helping to carry “Red- 
wood Forest ‘i'rail” in its intended | 
release. There could have been 
more stress on action and a bit 
more plausible motivation. but it 
sii!l comes out pleasant enough for 
the western market. 

Allen goes along with sidekick , 


mostly around his fumbling per- | Viewer slightly bewildered. 


The Happiest Days of 
Your Life 


“The Happiest Days of Your 
Life,” British-made, which 
opened at the Little Carnegie, 
N.Y., Saturday (16), was reé 
viewed in Variety from Lon- 
don, March 15, 1950. Though 
reviewer Myro noted that pic 
“will make the boxoffice click 
merrily when shown to Brit- 
ish audiences,” he went on to 
say “its entertainment. how- 
ever, is typically English, and 
jit is dubious whether this type 
of rollicking humor will be ap- 
precited by the average 
American theatregoer. Review 
added, “it should have chance 
in carefully selected spots.” 

An outstanding success as a 
West End legit production, this 
farce is set in a college tor 
boys. Film, which stars Ala- 
stair Sim and Margaret Ruth- 
erford, is being released in 
the U.S. by London Films. 








Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer to aid an 
under-privileged boys’ camp deep 
in the mountains. Mortgage on the 
enterprise is ready to be foreclosed 
as lumber interests are anxious to 
cut the timber heretofore protect- 
ed, Jeff Donnell is the mortgage 
holder, ready to sell out because 
she believes boys responsible for 
her father’s death. Before Allen 
and Switzer get through, however, 
they prove the sawmill men were 
behind all the skullduggery, the 
camp is saved and Allen is ready 
for a finale clinch with Miss Don- 
nell. 

During the course of the footage, 
Allen vocals “Old Smoky,” “Sour- 
wood Mountain” and joins with the 
boys on “America, the Beautiful.” 
Piping is pleasant. Philip Ford's 
direction keeps up a suitable pace 
and climaxes yarn with a forest 
fire. Interspersed are several em- 
phases on the necessity of guard- 
ing the nation’s forests from fire 
and indiscriminate cutting, giving 
picture a message in keeping with 
its plotting. 

Acceptable work is turned in by 
principals, as well as Jane Dar- 
well, Marten Lamont, the chief 
heavy; Pierre Watkin, Jimmy Ogg 
and others. Franklin Adreon’s pro- 
duction supervision uses outdoor 
locale to dress up the footage. and 
technical credits are okay. Brog. 





Across the Badlands 
(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark pre- 
duction, Stars Charles Starrett: features 
Smiley Burnette, Helen \Vowery. Dick 
Elliott, Stanley Andrews, Bob Wilks. Di- 
rected by Fred F. Sears. Screenplay, 
Barry Shipman; camera, Fayte Browne; 
editor, Paul Borofsky. Tradeshown N. Y., 


ept. 7. ’50. Running time. 55 MINS, 
Steve Ransom) 

Durango Kid |....... ...Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette......... Smiley Burnette 
Eileen Carson ...ccceces Helen Mowery 
Sheriff Crocker.........Stanley Andrews 
Duke Jackson t 

Keeno Jacksons ....ceccescs.: Bob Wilke 
ee SN. ok ice cae Dick Elliott 
Jeff Carson eas .... Hugh Prosser 
Bart oe -s+eeee, Robert W. Cavendish 
Gregory Banion...... ae Charles Fvans 
Pete sah bpebidavsine Paul Campbell 
PROPMIORIER TR .6 so cies vices Himself 





“Across the Badlands” takes a 
few _snorfeuts that will not be 
readily understood by those seeing 


the Charles Starrett series for the | 


first time. Film doesn’t take time 


its finale is likely to leave the 


t How- 
ever, the action sequences and ex- 
cellent photography give this an 


Overall par rating, which makes it 


suitable for the lower half of duals. 

In “Badlands” Starrett” is seen 
as aide to a sheriff in-a troubled 
area where surveying teams sent 
out by the railroad to map out a 
new line are consistently liquidat- 
ed ; by some muvsterious forces. 
, Object of the search is a legendary 


_ trail, which if found would make | 


|; One townsman rich and another 
| bankrupt. With this kind of prob- 
lem confronting him, Starrett per- 
forms his heroics both as the as- 
_Sistant sheriff and under the dis- 
| guise of the Durango Kid. Starrett 
ultimately catches up. with 
character behind the villainy and 
rides off into the sunset for der- 
ring-do in other locales. 

| One of the major faults of the 
| film is the editing. It appears that 
several sequences that might have 


-+ee+s- Marten Lamont | Provided a greater Cegree of con- 
| inuity have been scissored. 


Starrett provides his standard 
performance while valuable assists 
are by Helen Mowery, Dick Elliott. 
Stanley Andrews and Bob Wilke. 


Comedy is by Smiley Burnette. 

whose hayseed antics come. off 
Ls ee , . vy . 

well. There's a bit of musical 


relief by Burnette and a performer 
labeled Harmonica Bill which also 
creates a change of pace. Jose. 
Dan Dailey and Mitzi Gaynor, 
starred with Betty Grable in 20th- 
Fox’s “My Blue Heaven.” sched- 
uled for personals on the Broad- 
way Roxy stage for every pertor- 
mance tomorrow ‘Thurs.', where 
the picture is current. Dailey is 
in Manhattan for location work on 
I Can Get It for You Wholesale.” 








the | 


| No Trace 

(BRITISH) 

London, Sept. 8. 

-Eros Films’ release of Tempean Produc. 

tion. Features Hugh Sinelair, Dinah 
Sheridan. Directed by John Gilling. 

| Screenplay, Robert_ Baker; editer, Geraiq 

| Landeau; camera, Eric Befche. At Studig 

{| One, London. Running time, 80 MINS. 


Robert Southley......... Hugh Sinclair 
Linda.............+.-+.+-Dinah Sheridan 
| Inspector MacDougall....... John Laurie 
Harrison....... cocdececess.- BaITy Morse 
Fenton......eeeeeeeeeee-Michael Brennan 
Maisie. ....sccseseseeers-c-> Dora’ Bryan 
| Mrs. Green......++....-Madeleine Thomas 
Salesman. ...cccscesecss Michael Ward 


A neatly contrived thriller, with 
no mystery, holds interest and 
some appeal to general run of film 
fans. Could fill lower spot in U.S, 
dual setup. 

Opening shot of a crime novelist 
giving weekly broadcast unfolds his 
own unsavory story, it being un- 
known to his public that most of 
his books are based on his own 
experiences, This causes blackmail 
from an American gangster who, 
having come out of prison follow- 
ing their joint crimes, tracks him 
and plans to bleed him. 

Disguised as a seaman, the au- 
thor murders the man, then joins 
in his own pursuit at the request 
of his friend, a Scotland Yard in- 
spector. His secretary, infatuated 
with his brilliance, unwittingly un- 
covers his secret. 

Hugh Sinclair makes a realistic, 
if rather self-conscious, villain, and 
Dina Sheridan an attractive per- 
sonality as the devoted secretary. 
John Laurie gives his usual pithy 
Scots characterization as the chief 
sleuth, while Barry Morse is quiet- 
lv effective as his aide. Michael 
Brennan is duly repulsive as the 
blackmailer, and Dora Bryan turns 
in a gem of a performance as a 
dockside slut. Direction by John 
Gilling is smooth. Clem. 


It Is Easier for a Came! 


(FRANCO-ITALIAN) 
Venice, Sept. 2. 
release of a Cines production. 
Jean Gabin. Directed by Luigi 
Zampa. Screenplay, V. Brancati, Suso 
Cecchi D’Amico, D. Fabbri; story by Ce- 
sare Zavattini; camera, Carlo Montuori; 
editor, Eraldoe Da Roma. At Film Fes- 
tival, Venice. Running time, 89 MINS. 
Carlo Bacchi.,...... Jean Gabin 
Santini ; Carette 
Sigra J Mariella Lotti 
Maria Antonella Lualdi 


ENIC 


Stars 


DAC. cc cececves 


eee 





Far from the fertile ground of 
his less ambitious but more suc- 
cessful comedies along the lines of 
his “To Live in Peace,” Luigi 
Zampa has directed a disappoint- 
ing screen version of a story by 
Cesare Zavattini which never really 
convinces. It has enough produc- 
tion gloss and amusing moments, 
however, to please the public in 
most situations here and in France, 
It may do in U.S. arty houses via 
the Jean Gabin name. 

Pie uses the familiar gimmick 
about the man who gets a 12-hour 
chance after his death to escape 
hell and redeem himself via good 
deeds. Back on earth he showers 
everybody with gifts. But it is only 
when he risks his chances of the 
trip heavenwards to insure the 
happiness of a young couple, that 
he acts sincerely and unselfishly, 
and is rewarded. Pic is also in- 
tended as a satire on aristocracy, 
but treatment here is superficial 
and misdirected. 

Bulk of the acting burden falls 
to the talents of Jean Gabin and 
Carette, and they work well with 
, their limited material, Carette con- 
tributing heavily on the lighter 
side. Mariella Lotti and Elli Parvo 
have little to do as wife and lover 
respectively of Gabin. Antonella 
Lualdi is sufficiently decorative in 
the young fiancee role. Luigi Zam- 
pa’s direction is more evident in 
the film’s lighter moments than 
when he tackles the serious stuff. 
Production values are commerci- 
ally above par, with Carlo Montu- 
ori’s photography good. Hawk. 





PIC INTEREST MILD IN 
HEMINGWAY ‘TREES’ 


Despite heavy sale of Ernest 
Hemingway’s new novel, “Across 
the River and Into the Trees,” 
since its publication Sept. 7, stu- 
dio interest in pie rights continues 
to appear mild. One major and 
several indies are said to have 
shown flickers of interest, but no 
deal is in the immediate offing, as 
of the moment. 

Alfred Rice, the author’s attor- 
ney, said in New York this week 
that no price had been set or 
terms offered. Sale, he said, was 
not so much a matter of price as 
of the method of compensation so 
that Hemingway would have a 
maximum amount left after pay- 
ment of taxes. 

or that reason, payments are 
being sought spread over a long 
term of years, with the writer pos- 
sibiv taking part of his fee in a 
profit participation in the pic. Rice 
suid any sale will be outright, not 
.a leasing arrangement. 
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IDDING SYSTEM ON WAY OUT? 





Mayer Moves to Speed Formulation 
Of Local COMPO Units; Four Set 


With four exchange centres hav- 
ing already set up local branches 
of the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations, Arthur L. Mayer, 
COMPO exec v.p., is preparing to 
send letters out later this week to 
speed formation of similar bodies 
in all other territories. 

Mayer’s move follows a resolu- 
tion of the COMPO organization 
committee two weeks ago which 
urged speedy composition of the 
local groups to put the new all- 
industry public relations setup on 
a grass-roots basis throughout the 
nation. Committee also reiterated 
previously formulated rules that 
reps of all COMPO component or- 
ganizations in an .area must be 


consulted before territorial bodies | 


are set up. 

Mayer is anxious to get the local 
groups organized, since it is felt 
that they provide the most logical 
and effective way for reaching 
public opinion makers in each area. 
COMPO won't be ready to move 
at full efficiency until they are 
set up. Already organized are De- 
troit, Atlanta, Minneapolis and 
Charlotte, N. C. 

They'll greatly facilitate distribu- 
tion of such public relations mate- 
rial as COMPO’s maiden effort, 
which was sent out Monday (18). 
It is a 24-page pamphlet titled 
“Exploding the Myth.” Purpose is 
to prove by the statements of 
eminent educators, jurists, sociolo- 
gists, psychiatrists, etc., that mo- 
tion pictures are not responsible 
for juvenile delinquency. 

There are some 56 quotations in 
the pamphlet, all carefully docu- 

(Continued on page 16) 





Danzigers Huddle 
With Todd to Film 


‘Girls Go’ With Marx 


Indie producers Harry and Ed- 
ward J. Danziger have been con- 
fabbing with Mike Todd on possi- 
bility of making a film version in 
New York of his last year’s mu- 
sical, “As the Girls Go.” They 
have been angling for Groucho 
Marx for the role played on the 
Stage by Bobby Clark. Marx’s 
unavailability has stymied the deal 
to date. 

Danzigers had originally con- 
ceived the film idea with Clark in 
the principal part. Survey dis- 
closed, however, that despite the 
comic’s popularity in New York 
and a few other legit cities, he was 
Virtually unknown to film audi- 
ences in the hinterlands. 

_ Musicomedy was based on the 
idea of a femme prez of the U. S., 
with Clark playing her husband. 
Danzigers have been aiming to 
make it as next on their schedule 
if they can succeed in lining up 
Marx, 

i Producers have just completed 
St. Benny the Dip” in New York. 
Their two previous pix, “Jigsaw” 


and “So Young, So Bad,” have | 
been handled by United Artists, | 


but they’ve made no distribution | 
arrangement yet on “Benny.” 
Harry Danziger said this week 
that the return of Grad Sears as 
Salesmanager of the UA had hy- 
Poed his confidence in the com- 
pany, but that he wasn’t certain 
wisenet “Benny” could go to the 
Cistrib. He expressed satisfaction 


| 


. 





IARITATIONS" AS. Growing List of Banks Doing Biz 
MAIN FACTOR With ELC; Eight Now Involved 





y% 
+ 


Bergson Resigns 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
Resignation of Herbert A. Berg- 
{son as Assistant Attorney General 
iin charge of the anti-trust division 
| becomes effective the end of this 
month. 
Paramount and RKO divorcement | 


Bergson, who handled the | 


ail, 





Competitive bidding is on the 
downgrade as a major licensing 
procedure, according to some in- 
dustry trend spotters who contend | 
that the practice has “too many | 
irritating factors” for both dis- 
tributor and exhibitor. 


Streger Quits Col 


Paul Streger, eastern story and 
talent chief for Columbia Pictures, 
has resigned. He had been with the 
company 10 months. He attributed 








+ While banks in general remain 


wary of financing product for dis- 
tribution by Eagle Lion Classics, 
feeling that the company has not 
lyet proven itself, list of banks 
has grown with which it does do 
| biz. There are eight of them now 
linvolved one way or another in 








Actually bidding is not so wide- | 
spread as had been feared original- | 
ly by its detractors. Latter included | 


his departure to being “unable to | EL¢ pix. 
see eye-to-eye” with prexy Harry| Chemical Bank & Trust Co., 
Cohn. N. Y., has been building a close 


decrees, and who has been nego-| 


|circuit operator S. H. Fabian who,|, ©®! is looking for a replacement 


| alliance with ELC since Film Class- 


tiating with Warners and 20th, re- | 


signed last week; his resignation to | # ‘ 
practice law had been cuiebed. | arg the belief that the system 


His suceessor has not yet been |if let loose would bring “chaos” 
named but reports are that he will |t® the industry. The only areas 
where exhibitors are submitting 


come from within the Justice De- 
partment. The resignation will not rental offers under seal to a really 
slow up the progress of the motion cr extent are Philadelphia and 
| picture case since several men in | D ~ yy oe active are Boston, 
ithe division have been working 0a | detroit, inneapolis, tehegag 
lit, with Philip Marcus, the special-| Cisco, Los Angeles and Miami. 
‘ist for the case, remaining with it. | Total situations engaging in the 
| practice with any degree of con- 
sistency is said to be about 450. 
There have been sporadic spurts of 
bidding activity in various areas 
which apparently are attributable 
|to organization bulletins from ex- 


hibitor trade associations pointing 








Reagan, Holden 


i|have led to experimentation with 

Hollywood, Sept. 19. | the competitive offers on a one or 

Ronald Reagan and _ William |two-shot basis but for the most part 

Holden, incumbent prez and first |the bidding was not adopted per- 

| veepee, respectively, of the Screen| Manently. Also, driveins were 

| Actors Guild, have been nominated | active bidders during the summer 
‘for another one-year term by the ; months. 

|SAG’s official nominating commit-| The present figure of 450 is seen 





| 
| bers. |future. Highly-placed 
Other nominations include: Dana | Say they see a substantial decrease 
| Andrews, second veepee; Paul Har- | in the system in its present form 
‘vey, third veepee; Lee Bowman, | in six months to a year, although 
| recording secretary, and George, there might be some court-ap- 
| Chandler, treasurer, Nominated for (Continued om page 16) 
three-year terms on the board, of 
whom 11 are-to be elected, are 
Edward Arnold, Bruce Bennett, 
Ann Blyth, Wendell Corey, Nancy 
| Davis, Fred Clark, Glenn Ford, 
Ruth Hussey, John Lund, Wiiliam 





Hal Chester Expresses 
Confidence in UA As 


t the time of its inception, ex- 


San Fran-| 


tee this week. Guild will vote next |as being the peak, with a down- | 
month on officers and board mem-| ward trend in view for the near | 
industryites | 


\for Streger, a former agent. He 
jhad been intending to hire Phyllis 
|Blum, who had been story ed for 
iseveral other producers, as his 
laide, but the deal never went 
| through. It is believed that may 
|have been one of the factors lead- 
iing to his resignation, 





ELC’s ‘Clean Slate’ 
As Old EL Folds 


Eagle Lion Films, Inc., wall be 


* ‘up to members their ‘“‘new licensing | ajigwed to die and Eagle Lion 
4 Named by SAG rights” under court decrees. These | Cjassics, Inc., will take its place, |‘? Jt 


| William C. MacMillen, prez of both 
‘companies, disclosed this week. 
Move will permit Pathe Industries, 
Inc., of which both EL and ELC 
are 100%-owned subsidiaries, to 
jcontinue in distribution with a 
company that has a completely 
clean slate as far as debts or obli- 
gations go. 

The changeover from EL to ELC 
|was entirely coincidental to the 
never-completed merger negotia- 
itions with Film Classics and would 
have been impossible otherwise, 
MacMillen explained. He said that 
had Pathe set out purposely to or- 
tanize a new company with a clean 
slate, it would have looked like 
|some transparent trick and been 
suspect, so it would have been un- 
wise to go through with it. 


However, when the EL-FC meld 


ics went out of biz several months 
ago. Chemical has swung over to 
ELC about eight films on which it 
had loans and which FC was dis- 
tributing at the time of its fold, 
following abortive merger negotia- 
tions with Eagle Lion. 

Chemical, in addition, has been 
swinging to ELC some new, unre- 
leased product which was to go to 
FC. That’s the Jack Carson star- 
rer, ‘Mr. Universe,” made in New 
York by Laurel Films. It had pre- 
viously financed for EL distribu- 
|tion “Rogue River,” Rory. Calhoun 
|starrer, made by Frank Melford’s 
| Ventura Productions. It had also 
given a small loan on “Boy From 
a deal which EL took 





Indiana,” 
Bank of America has financed 
|“Prehistoric Woman,” a Cinecolor 
production by Albert J. Cohen, for 
|ELC release. Pic has just been 
|completed. It has also given a 
pickup (following completion) loan 
to David Rose on the Robert Mont- 
gomery-starrer, “Eye Witness.” 

Most important new banking con- 
nection to ELC, however, is Bank- 
ers Trust, N. Y., which is now ne- 
gotiating with the new Harry Sher- 
man-Neil Agnew unit to finance 
the first four of their westerns and 
features for ELC release. Should 
this first toe-wetting prove profit- 
able, Bankers might become an im- 
|portant source of indie coin for 
ELC, since it is highly interested in 
the film field and has been very 
cooperative. 

Fidelity-Philadelphia Bank & 

(Continued on page 15) 





Lundigan, Walter Pidgeon, Robert 
Preston, Anne Revere and Gene 
Tierney. 

Frank Faylen, Robert Keith and 
Marshall Thompson were nominat- 
ed for one-year terms on the board. 


‘Only Hope’ for Indie 


Six months from now United 
Artists will have more product than 
it could possibly sell, indie film- 
maker Hal E. Chester predicted in 





|evidently had fizzled, Pathe found 
\itself with an already-organized 
/new company on its hands. Seeing 
\the advantages of a new start for 
\its distribution agency, it took ad- 


Goldwyn Preps New 
Campaign for ‘Doom’ 


Additional, independent nomina- 
tions, of course, are permitted 
prior to the election. Board mem- 
bers whose terms of office do not 
expire this year include Leon 
Ames, Warner Anderson, Gertrude 
Astor, Louise Beavers, Ward Bond, 
Macdonald Carey, Chick Chandler, 
Anne Cornwall, Rosemary DeCamp, 
William Demarest, Virginia Grey, 
Cliff Lyons, Stephen McNally, 
Agnes Moorehead, Larry Steers, 
Kent Taylor, Regis Toomey, Au- 
drey Totter, Robert Walker and 
Tudor Williams. 


READE MAY COMPETE 
WITH HIMSELF IN N.Y. 


Tricky competitive situation may 


develop in the swank upper east > 
side district of New York as a re- | derworld Story,” Chester asserted 


sult of the return of the Park Ave-| that he’s currently negotiating a 
nue theatre to management of the 
Walter Reade circuit Dec. 3. House 


alize that their “only hope’”’ for con- 
tinued existence lies in a strong 
UA, 


see the handwriting on the wall and 
return to the UA bandwagon. 


“exhibitors will be at the mercy of 
other companies as will be inde- 
pendent producers.” 





ance is also important to banks 
and other financial 
specializing in film financing. 
Confident in UA’s future and 
impressed with the way that the 


deliver a minimum of four “realis- 


institutions | 


deal with the firm whereby he’ll | 


|vantage of the opportunity thus 


New York Monday (18). He feels | presented. 
that unaffiliated producers will re-| 


As far as coin goes, the maneu- 
ver means nothing. Since EL has 
considerable liabilities and no in- 


_ It’s only a question of time, | come to meet them, they must be 
he indicated, before most indies paid off by the parent company. At 


least part of the money to make 
ithe payments will come, it is 


“Without UA,” Chester declared, hoped, from the new ELC. The 


|move is thus more of a psychologi- 
‘eal one than financial, although 


A He empha-/MacMillen admitted there are cer- 
sized that not only will it be/tain fiscal advantages in going to 
healthy for the industry for UA/ people to make deals with a com- 
to remain active but its continu-| pany that’s floating easily, rather 


'than one that’s in debt. 

| Eagle Lion Classics, as its name 
|indicates, was to be the company 
‘that emerged from the welding of 
‘Eagle Lion and Film Classics. Its 


firm has been selling his Dan Dur-| stock was to be split three ways. 
yea-Gale Storm starrer, “The Un- | 


EL and FC were each to own 
|shares representing the _ asset 
‘values they tossed into the merger, 


After Major Editing Job 


Claiming to have created “an en- 
tirely different picture” out of 
“Edge of Doom” by added shoot- 
ing and re-editing, Samuel Gold- 
wyn is prepping a new ad cam- 
paign and another world preem for 
the pic. It will open the Orpheum, 
New Orleans, in the new version 
next Wednesday (27). 

Farley Granger and Joan Evans, 
who are in it, will be in Denver 
today (Wed.) for four days of ad- 
vance publicity and then head for 
the N. O. preem. Granger came 
back from Europe for the tour. 

Jock Lawrence, Goldwyn pub-ad 
chief, took the new version to the 
Louisiana house last week for a 
sneak. Pic is currently playing 








while the third chunk was to be 
/owned by a syndicate headed by 


in its original form at the Astor, 
N. Y., its only opening to date. It 
received a critical thrashing there 
and has done little biz, which in- 
fluenced Goldwyn’s unusual action 


may turn to competing for prod- 
uct with the nearby Plaza, which it 
also owns but which it leases to 
Leo Brecher. 

Reade chain hasn’t determined 
yet what policy it will follow with 
the Park Avenue, which has been 





With the sales job on “So Young,” 
Which has proved something of a/| 
Minor sleeper and is doing busi-| 


ISge ; | 
ness now, despite poor reviews, | 


under lease to Universal and play- 
ing British pix. This has proved 
unprofitable and the Reade execs 
have under consideration the possi- 


tically budgeted” pix annually. Fi- 
nancing of the project would be 
| partially arranged through a group 


(Continued on page 18) 





Auerbach to Europe 
On ‘Our Gang’ Distrib 
Joseph Auerbach, veteran pro- 
|ducer and distributor, is scheduled 





th: > mai : : 
_ at may give it.a domestic gross | bility of turning to the successful |to leave New York around the end 


in excess of $1,000,000. 
Most $500,000. 


Laurel, Hardy Sued 


On Pic Commission 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. | 





Superior court against Laurel- | 


Hardy Productions, demanding | 
rommissions he claims are due} 
way for arranging the deal where- | 
Sy the comics are currently mak- 
ang a Picture in France. 

__ laintiff has attached the team’s 





Sf 


“scrow by the Bank of America. 


pix. If it does, there’s thought 
bound to be some bitter feeling on 
the part of Brecher, who has con- 
siderable time to go on his lease. 
Disclosure recently that Reade is 


It cost al-| pjaza policy of late runs of top of the moath on a trip to London 


|and Paris to arrange European dis- 
‘tribution of some 50 old “Our 
|Gang” comedies whose rights he 
| holds. 


a sales supervisor to assist in mar- 


P , | taking back from U the 585-seat de- | keting the two-reelers. 
aul Kohner filed suit in L.A.|luxer has brought to the chain’s | 


Meanwhile, Monogram is clean- 


toppers a welter of unsolicited | ing up at the b.o. with a flock of 


ideas for its operation. 
Reade, Jr., said this week: “We're 
listening to them all and not in a 
hurry to make up our minds.” 


| House opened four years ago on a 


reserved-seat subscription poicy, 


until U took it on lease. 


Walter |“Our Gang” films it bought from | 


|Auerbach last spring for release 
jin the U. S. and Canada. 
ifirst 10 weeks of re-release the 
‘shorts have returned $85,000 in 


\sales, and contracts call for an-| 
©/9,000 salary, currently held in which lasted only a few months,' other $273,000 as soon as prints 


are available. 


‘in which Joseph Justman of the} 


While abroad he’ll look for 


In the | 


| Wall streeter David Baird. Latter in performing a major operation 
was to finance the new company on a film after it had preemed. 
‘to the tune of $1,000,000. 

Pathe, in preparation for the 
meld, set up ELC corporately, but 
since the merger didn’t go through 
never turned over its shares to FC 


and Baird. 
men with 25 years in the film biz. 


US. MULLS CARTOONS men with 25 years in the flm big, 
FOR TROOP TRAINING saben vote of thn Plancers’ beard, 


| comprising the heads of the vari- 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


: ous film companies. 
Hollywood’s’ film cartoonists, | 





‘Pioneer of the Year’ 


Citation for Skouras 
Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras has been named ‘Pioneer 
of the Year’ by Motion Picture 
Pioneers, organization limited to 








He’s slated to receive the award 
many of whom have been idle for “outstanding achievement in 
lately, are expecting plenty of) his field” at the Pioneers’ 11th an- 
work in the near future. Under-| nual dinner, scheduled for Nov. 16 
stood the Government has been at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y. 
putting out feelers to cartoon pro- Si H. Fabian, head of the circuit 
ducers for propaganda and train-, bearing his name, is chairmanning 
ing films. 'the dinner committee, which com- 

During World War II more than prises Jack Cohn, Columbia exec 
800 cartoonists had steady jobs at veepee and prez of the Pioneers; 
this form of work. At that time! Harry Takiff, secretary-treasurer 
it was demonstrated cartoons were of the club and exec assistant to 
'far superior to live-action instruc- Cohn, and Marvin Kirsch, Pioneer 
‘tion in the mass training of troops.’ veepee. 
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L. Lh Still Limp, ‘Streets’ No Panic 
$37,000, Life’ Mild 276, ‘Passport 
Slow 156, ‘Saddle’ 226, ‘Point’ 296 


Los Angeles, Sept. 

Not much of an_ upbeat "this 
frame despite the entry of several 
new bills, all being on the mild 
side. “Panic in Streets” is shap- | 
ing to moderate $37,000 in five | 
theatres while “Breaking Point” 
also is medium with about | $29,000 | 
in three. “A Life of Own” is just | 
fair at $27,000 in two sites. 

A slow $15,000 is expected for 
“Lady Without Passport in two 
spots. Also on light side is “Saddle 
Tramp” with $22,000 in five. “Next 
Voice” looks satisfactory $6,500 in 
small-seater Four Star. ‘Sunset 
Boulevard” is taking nice $21,500 in 
fourth frame at two Paramount 
theatres. It’s being replaced at 
downtown Par but continues at 
Hollywood Par. 

Estimates for This Week) 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2.097; 
2.948: 1.719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Danie in Streets” (20th). Mild 
$37.000. Last week, “Black Rose” 
(20th) (2a wk), $29,800. 

Hollywood, Downtown, 
(WB) (2.756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Breaking Point” (WB). ages 
$29.000. Last week, “Tea for Two” 
(WB) 2d wk), $25,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404: 1,538; 60-$1)—"“Life of 
Own” (M-G) and “Train Tomb- 
s‘one” (Lip) (Loew's only). Only 
fair $27,000. Last week, “Petty 
Girl’ (Col) 2d wk), $12.000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890: 2.812: 50-$1)—‘‘Our Very 
Own” (RKO) (3d wk). Opened 
third frame yesterday (Mon.). Last 


Wiltern 


week, okay $23,600. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398; 1,451; 40- 


$1)—"‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par) and 
“Lonely Hearts Bandit” (Rep) (L.A. 
only) (4th wk). Nice $21,500. Last 
week, smart $29,000. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 
(2.210; 1,106; 50-$1)—“Lady With- 
out Passport” (M-G) and “Crooked 
River” (Lip). Slow $15.000. Last 
week, “Convicted” (Col) and 
“Fighting Redhead” (EL) ‘(2d wk), 
$10,400. 

United 
Studio 


Artists, 
City, Culver 
(2.100; 1,370; 885; 830; 
—‘Saddle Tramp” (‘U). 
000. Last week, “Louisa” 
“Timber Fury” (EL) 
$:5.200. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Next Voice You Hear” (M-Q). 
Okay $6,500. Last week, ‘Since 
Went Away” (SRO) and “Be See- 
ing You” (SRO) (3d wk-5 days), 
$1,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 60-$1)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“uries” (Par) (2d run). Passable 
$2,000. Last week, “Beware 
Pity” (Indie) (3d wk), 
$1,006. 


Bus Walkout Sloughing 
L’ville Biz; ‘Men’ Mild 
$7,000, ‘Sunset’ Only 86 


Louisville, Sept. 19. 

Strike of bus drivers 
started Monday (11), is still in 
progress and putting a real crimp 
in first-run business. Local exhibs 
estimate trade is down anywhere 
from 10% to 80°. 
Fair, which closed Saturday (16) 
after seven poor days, suffered an 


attendance drop of over 33'3°o be- 
cause of weather and the 


Ritz, Vogue, 
(‘UA-FWC) 
1,145; 60-$1) 
Mild $22.- 
(U) and 
(2d wk), 


under 





at Rialto. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.200; 
45-65)—"‘Tea For Two” (WB) (3rd 
wk). Fair $5,000 in sight after last 
week's sturdy $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-55)—“‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par). 
This one was all set to wrap up 
sock biz, but bus strike naturally 
will hurt seriously. Looks like 
slash in biz of about 50°. Mild 
$8,000 or near. Last week, “Fancy 
Pants” (Par), fancy $13,000. 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“The Men” (UA) and “Traveling 
Saieswoman” (Col). Not much cus- 
tomer’ interest currently, and 
modest $7,000 looms, strike sluffing 
trade. Last week. “Summer Stock” 
(M-G) fast $12,000. 

sirand (FA) = (1,200: 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and 
“Hi-Jacked” (Lip). Fairish $4.500 
despite transportation 
Last week, “Furies” 
same, 


(3,000; 


45-65)— 


(FA), about 


of | 


here, | 


Kentucky State | 


strike. | 
“Sunset Boulevard” is top grosser 


walkout. , 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on eatres. | 
} Last Year $526,200 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 





| 


$493,500 
18 th 








‘Stock Great 


$76,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 


Boxoffice is generally quiet here 
this session but “Summer Stock” is 
beating the downbeat to hang up 
a sock total at the Warfield. “High 
Lonesome” had the benefit of per- 
sonals opening day by John Barry- 
more, Jr., and Dolores Costello but 
is not getting any place at Golden 
Gate. “Panic in Streets’ looms 
very disappointing at the Fox with 
very light takings “Kiss Tomor- 
row Goodbye” at Paramount and 
“In Lonely Place” at Orpheum are 
just passable. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 
85)—“‘High Lonesome” (EL) and 
“Destination Murder” (RKO). Thin 
$11,000 or less. Last week, “Lads 
Without Passport”  (M-G) = and 
“Bunco Squad” (RKO), $13,000. 

Fox ‘(FWC) = (4,651; 
“Panie In Street” (20th) 
“Showdown” (Rep). Very disap- 
pointing $13,000. Last week, 
“Black Rose” (20th) ‘2nd wk), 5 
davs, $10,000. 

Warfield (Loew's) 
—‘Summer Stock” 
$26,000. Last week, “Life 
Own” (M-G) (2nd wk), $11,500. 

Paramount (Par) ‘2,646; 60-85)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Big Timber” p snconig Okay 
$15,000. L ast week, “Fancy Pants” 
(Par) and “Hi-Jacked” ‘Lip) (2nd 
wk), $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Sunset Boulevard” ‘Par) (4th wk). 
Nice $9,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,472; 55- 
85)—“In Lonely Place” (Col) and 
“It’s Small World” (EL). Fairish 
$13,000 or over. Last week, “Saddle 
Tramp” (‘U) and “Jungle 
Stampded” (Rep), $14.500. 

! United Artists (No. Coast) (1.208; 

55-85)—“‘Louisa” (U) (3rd wk). 
Okay $8,000. Last week, fancy 
$11,000. 

Clay ‘Rosener) 


60- 


(2, 847; 
(M-G). 


60-85) 
Sock 


(400; 65, 85)— 
“Kind Hearts, Coronets” (EL) 
(m.o.) (Lith wk). Back after be- 
ing pulled for one stanza, big $3,- 
(500. Last week, “Quiet Western 
Front” (Indie) (reissue), $2,600. 

Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Quiet On Western Front” (Indie) 
‘reissue) (2nd wk). 
| Last week, $3,800. 


' State (Par) (2.200; 60-85)—‘All 
Quiet On The Western Front” (In- 
die) (reissue) (2nd wk), Fine 


$7,000. Last week, $10,000, — 


60-95)— | 
and | 


Of Her } 


Nice $3,500. | 


‘Arrow’ Swift $15,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Kiss’ Mild 96 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 
Despite favorable boxoffice 
weather and some okay new prod- 


uct, biz is not so strong currently. 
“Broken Arrow” heads the proces- 
sion with fairly good weck at Radio 
City. “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbve’”’ is 
comparatively as good at Orpheum. 
it is the third week downtown for 
“Black Rose,’ on moveover at 
Lyric. 
Estimates for This W eek 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—"*Black 


Rose” (20th) (m.o.). Second stand 
and third canto downtown. OKay ; 
$4,500. Last week, “Sierra” (U)| 
and “Savage Horde” ‘Rep), light! 
$3.800. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Rousing 
$15,000. Last week, “Blue Heav- 
n” (20th), $13,800. 

RKO-Orpheum (2.800; 35-70)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). 


Mild $9,000. 
U), $10,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 
“Bombardier” (RKO) and “China 
Sky” (RKO) (reissues). Okay $5,- 
500. Last week, “Woman on Pier 
13” (RKO) and “Destination Mur- 
der” (RKO), $5,400. 

State (Par) (2,300; 
Station” (Par). Strongly exploited 
and well received, but only fair 
$7,000 is likely. Last week, “Black 
Rose” (20th) (2d wk), fine $7,300. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Louisa” (U) (m.o.). Laid after 
seven Orpheum days. Fair $2,000. 
Last week, “Story G. I. Joe” (EL) 
(reissue), $2,400. 


Grable-Dailey 
Smash 186, K.C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 

Milder week is on tap for 
houses with “Crisis” at the 
land and “In a Lonely 


“Louisa” 


Last weck, 


50-70)—"Union 





"iki 
Mid- 
Place” at 


the Missouri showing moderate 
totals but pacing city. “My Blue 
Heaven” in the three houses is 
winding up a 10-day run with a 
great total. “Fancy Pants” con-' 
tinues good in second week at 
Paramount. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (800; 45- 
65\—“San Qtentin”’ (WB) 
“Aleatraz” (WB) ‘reissues). Fat 
$5,000. Last week, “White Cargo” 
(Indie) and “The Suitan’s Daugh- 
ter’ (Indie) treissues), $3,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 45-65)— 
“Dedee”’ ‘Indie) (2d wk). Mild 
$1,500. Last week, nice $2,200. 

Midland ‘Loew’'s) (3.500; 
—''Crisis” (M-G) and “Lady With- | 
out Passport” ‘(M-G), Moderate 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Summer 
Stock” (M-G) (2d wk), good 
$11,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)-— 
| “In Lonely Place” (WB) and “‘Cap- 
tive Girl” (Col). Pieasing $11,000. 
Last week, “Kiss Tomorrow Good- | 


bye’ (WB) and “Four Days Leave” 
iFC), same. 

Paramount ‘United Par) (1,900; | 
45-65)—""Faney Pants” (Par) (2d 
wk). Nifty $10,000. Last week, 
fancy $14,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 


Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 
—‘Blue Heaven” (20th). 
for 10-day run, great $25,000. First 
seven days of Grable-Dailey starrer 
hit smash $18,000, way over hopes. 


New Pix Fail to Cheer Hub: Heaven’ 


Boston, Sept. 19. 
Although the city is loaded with 
newcomers, biz is not shaping 
much more than average this 


stanza. “Blue Heaven” at Memorial 
and ‘‘Tea For Two” at Met both 
opened strong but only the former 
looks especially big. “Crisis” and 
“Mystery Street” at State and 
Orpheum and “Pretty Baby” at 
Paramount and Fenway are just 
about average. “Our Very Own” in 
fourth stanza at Astor still is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Holding up oke with $9,500 after 
nice $11,000 for third. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Convicted” (Col) and “Beasts of 
Fast” (indie). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, “Desert Hawk” (U) and 
“It’s a Small World” (EL), dis- 
appointing $12,000. 

Fenway ‘NET) (1.373; 40-85)— 
“Pretty Baby” (WB) 
down” (Rep). About average $5.- 
1000, Last week, 


and “Show-) 


“Fancy Pants”, 000, 


Stout $20,000, ‘Tea’ 196, ‘Crisis 266 


,(Par) and “Modern 
(Mono) (2d wk), $4.000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500; 40-85) 
—“Blue Heaven” (20th). Strong 
$20.000 or over. Will hold. Last 
weck. “Born To Be Bad” (RKO) 
(2d wk), fine $8,000 in three days. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367; 40- 
85)—"Tea For Two” (WB) and 
“Prisoners in Petticoats” (Rep). 


Marriage’ 


Not bad $19,000. Last week, “Black , 


Rose” (20th) and “Lonely Heart 
Bandit” (Rep) (2d wk), $17.500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-85)— 
i “Crisis’ (M-G) and 
Street” (M-G). Good $17,000 or 
near. Last week, “Summer Stock” 
(M-G) (2d wk), neat $18,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—"Pretty Baby” (WB) and “Show- 
down” (Rep). Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Fancy Pants” ‘Par) 
“Modern Marriage’ (Mono) 
wk). oke $10,000. 

State (Loew) 
“Crisis® (M-G) 
Sireet” (M-G). 
000. Last week, 
(M-G) (2d wk), 


(2d 


40-85)— 

and “Mystery 
Low average $9,- 
“Summer Stock” 
satisfactory $10,- 


(3.500; 


35-70)— | 


and | 


45-65) 


700; 45-65) | 
Staying | 


“Mystery ! 


and | 


Hot Pennant Race Bops Det. Albeit 
| ‘Young’ Brisk $12,600; ‘Rose’ 286, 2d 





+ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,297,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 198 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y ) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,670,000 
(Based on 25 cities and 210 
theatres.) 








Secrets Noisy 


$14,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Sept. 19. 

Rising temperatures that brought 
mercury to midsummer mark over 
weekend is slowing down biz here 
this round. Ambassador, big down- 
town deluxer, has relighted but 
the St. Louis, another first-runner. 
has shuttered. “Three Secrets” 
won rave reviews and is heading 
for nice session at Ambassador. 
“Crisis” is garnering biggest total 
with good total at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘Three Secrets” (WB) and “The 
Avengers” (Rep). Nice $14,000. 
Last week, house closed. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—‘‘Our 
Very Own” (RKO) and “Rookie 
Fireman” (Col). Opened today 
(Tues.), Last week, “Tea for Two” 
(WB) and “Federal Man” (EL), 
oke $14,500. 
| Loew’s (Loew) 
“Crisis” (M-G) 
Street” (M-G). 





(3,172: 50-75) — 
and “Mystery 
Good $15,000. Last 
week, “Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d 
wk), fast $15.000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 
“Black Rose” (20th) and 
Two” (WB) (m.o.’s). 
(Tues.). Last week, 
(Par) and “Saddle 
$9,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 60-75)— 
‘Closed. Last week, “Black Rose” 
(20th) and “Rock Island Trail” 
(Rep) (2d wk), big $12,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 50-75) 
“Paid in Full” (Par) and “Trial 
Without Jury” (Rep). 
Last week, “Sunset Boulevard” 
(Par) (2d wk), $4,000. 


GRABLE-DAILEY SOCK 
’ $12,000, OMAHA ACES 
| 


60-75)— 
“Tea for 
Opened today 
“Fancy Pants’ 
Tramp” (U), 





Omaha, Sept. 19. 
“My Blue Heaven” is best gross- 
ier of week with sharp total at the 
Paramount. Grable and Dailey 
popularity is spelling the upped’, 
| biz. “Cariboo Trail” at the 
|pheum with “The Lost Volcano” 
is not so hot. “Flame and the Ar- 
row” held up fairly well in see- 
ond week at Brandeis. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65)—"“My Blue Heaven” (20th). 
Best gross in town at $12,000 or 
near. Last week, “Sunset Boule- 
vard” (Par), $10,000 which was be- 


j 


low expectations. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th) and 


“Lost Voleano” 


j (Mono). Fair $10,- 
1 000. Last 


week, “The Furies” 

(Par) and “Destination Big House” 

| (Rep), $10,500. 

7 * State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65)— 
“Stars in Crown” (M-G) and “Gold- 
en Madonna” (Mono). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, “Duchess of Idaho” 
(M-G) (3d wk), oke $3,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 
“Flame and Arrow” 


16-65)— 


(WB) (2d wk). | 





hurting. The Fox 


Okay $6,000. | 


Or- | 


‘Fair $7,000 in 5 days. 


‘good at $9,000. 
'tination Moon” 


| 


| 


Okay $5,000. Last week, good 
$7.000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) | 
—‘Cactus Creek” (U) and “Snow 
Dog” (Mono), Light $5,000. Last 
week, “Fancy Pants” (Par) (m.o.), 


okay $7.000., 


‘Heaven’ Hefty $18,000, 
| Port.; ‘Baby’ Pretty 7G 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 19. 

Better product at many houses 
is helping biz this session. 
Baby” and “My Blue Heaven” 
the only new pictures but both 
look good, “Heaven” being espe- 
cially big. “Fancy Pants” 

okay in second round. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.850; 50-85) 
—"Pretty Baby” (WB) and “50 
Years Before Eves” (WB), Nice $7,- 
000 og over. Last week, “In For- 
eign Legion” (U) and “Great Jewel 
Robber” (WB) (8 days), big $11,900. 





(Continued on page 20) 


last Thursday 


“Pretty | 
are | 


looks | 


| Mayfair (Parker) (1 500: 50-85)— | 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

Hot pennant race with Detroit 
, Tigers battling here for first place 
lis slowing biz to a walk this 
stanza. Too many holdevers also is 
is one of few 
spots doing really good though in 
second week of “Black Rose.” 
“Summer Stock” continues on 
downgrade in third week at the 
Downtown. Among the newcomers, 
“So Young, So Bad” at the Madi- 
son looks best with trim session. 
“Pretty Baby” is light $10,000 at 
Palms. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; 70-95) 
—“Black Rose” (20th) and “Holy 
Year 1950” (20th) (2d wk). Oke 
$28.000. Last week, socko $40,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)\—"‘Tea for Two” (WB) and 
“County Fair’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
‘air $14,000. Last week, nifty 
$20,000. 

Palms (UD) (2.900; 70-95) 
“Pretty Baby” (WB) and “Lost 
Voleano” (Mono). Slim $10,000, 
Last week, “Kiss Tomorrow Good- 


— 


bye” (WB) (2d wk), $12,000. 
United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 

95'\—"“Angel and Badman” (Rep) 

and “War of Wildcats” (Ren) 


(reissues). Oke $10,000. Last week, 
“Saddle Tramp” (U) and “Rookie 
Fireman” (Col) picked up sur- 
prisingiy late week for fast 
$14,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 
“So Young, So Bad” +UA) and and 
“Humphrey Takes Chance” ‘ Mono). 
Trim $12,000. Last week, “Sunset 
Boulevard’ (Par), $8,000 in third 
week downtown. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO). Oke $10.- 
000. Last week, “Three Little 
Words” (M-G) (4th wk), $10,000, 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 70- 
95) — “Summer Stock” (M-G) ‘3d 
wk). Dropping to $5,000. Last week, 
okay $6,000. 


in 


70-95) 





Stock’ Sockeroo 1846, 
Buff; ‘Heaven’ Strong 
$19,000, ‘Lonesome’ 8G 


Buffalo, Sept. 19. 
First-run biz is mostly stout here 


this week, _with batch of new 
films operating today. Top trade is 
being done by “Summer Stock” at 


the Buffalo and “Blue Heaven” 
Paramount, both winning 
days beyond first week. ‘Fuller 
Brush Girl’ and “Congolaise” is 
doing okay at Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loews) (3.500; 40-70)— 
“The Men” (UA). Opened today 
(Tues.). Last week, “Summer 
Stock’ (M-G) (9 days), husky $18,- 
500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Blue Heaven” (20th). Sturdy 
$19,000 or better in 9 davs. Won't 
hold after tomorrow (Wed.). Last 
week, “Fancy Pents” (Par) and 
“Motor Patrol” (Lip) (2d wk), 
$8,500. 

Center (Par) 
“Union Station” 


at 
extra 


(2.100; 
(Par) 


40-70) — 

(2d wk), 
Last weck, 
big $13,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 40-70)— 
“Fuller Brush Girl” ‘(Col) and 
“Congolaise” (EL). Snug $11,000. 
Last week, “Desert Hawk’ (U) and 
“Rookie Fireman” (U), $10,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—"“High Lonesome” (EL) and 
“Bunko Squad’ (RKO). Barely 

Last week, “Des- 
(EL) and “I Killed 
(EL), rousing $15.000. 


‘Arrow’ Sharp $20,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Place’ $15,000 


Montreal, Sept. 19. 
New entries at three of the de- 
luxers are doing great this week, 
with holdovers at Loew’s and Pal- 
ace still big. Orpheum shuttered 
(14) for facelifting 
after great six-week session with 
“So Young, So- Bad.” Ace new- 
comer is “Broken Arrow,” smash 
at Capitol. Cool weather and better 
pix are helping in all locations. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (‘(C.T.) (2.625: 34-60) 
“Lonely Place” (Col), Fine $15,000. 
Last week, “Sunset Blvd.” (Par) 

(2d wk), $11,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 34-60) — 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Great $20.- 


Geronimo” 





000. Last week, “Lawless” (Par), 
$13.000. 
Princess (C. T.) (2,131: 34-60) — 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (3d wk. 
Big $10,000 following $12,000 in 
second. 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2.855; 40-65) 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Chi Dips Despite Cool Weather; 
‘Station’ Oke $11,000, ‘Lady’ Lean 126, rc 
‘Own Tidy 156; Kiss’-Torme 32G, 2d sii stein is a 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 


} 

Despite cool weather and some | 
good pix, downtown biz appears on 
, However, | 
come new entries are getting fair- | 
iv good play, Palace entry of “Our 
Verv Own” and “Bunco Squad” is | 


downgrade this week. 


getting boost from heavy femme 
trade and should windup with tidy 
$15,000. 

“tadv Without Passport” at 
iinited Artists, has fairish $12,000 
in sight. Only other 
“tion Station” and “The Return 
Of Jesse James” is fair $11,000 at 
Roosevelt. : 

Third round of “The Men” con- 
tinues tast at Grand, at neat $12,- 
000. “Broken Arrow,” Woods third- 
weeker, shows no lag with sturdy 


$22 000. “Black Rose” in second 
irame at the State-Lake should 
swell to smart $15,000. Chicago | 


second-weeker, “Tea For Two,” 
boosted by all-vaude show is slow 
$33,000. 
row Goodbye,” with 
heading stageshow, is 
$32.000 in second stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)— 
“Tea For Two” (WB) with the 
Wiere Bros. heading  all-vaude 
show (2d wk). Slow $33,000. Last 
week, $45,000. 


Mel Torme 
only fair 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 50-98) —) 
“The Men” (UA) (3d wk). Fast 
$12,000. Last week, $17,000. 


Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and Mel Torme topping stageshow. 


(2d wk’, Mild $32,000. Last week, 
$43,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 


“Our Very Own” (RKO) and “Bun- 
co Squad” (RKO). Trim $15,000. 
Last week, “In Foreign Legion” 
(LU: and “Rookie Fireman” (Col) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

toosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Lnion Station” (Par) and “Return 
Jesse James” (Lip). Okay $11,000. 
Lust week, “Saddle Tramp” (U) 
and “Kiss for Corliss” 
wk’, $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 50-98) 
—‘Black Rose” (20th) (2d wk). 
Potent $15,000, Last week, $24,000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | cpack., Rose + ee “Was 
8 — “Lady Without Passport” P “ 49. ny 
(M-G). So-so $12,000. Last & Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—| 
Ltr. S0-so $12,000. Last week, | «pine Heaven” (20th) and “Gloves 
Arp Stock” (M-G) (2d wk),! story” (EL). also Denver Big 
2 00 a P rhe y ' 
bailar”? Niteriet- | $3,500. Last week, “Black Rose” 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— | ‘ “ vy ” T = 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (3d wk). (20th) and “Shoplifter’ (U), $5,000. 


Fast $22,000. Last week, $30,000. 
World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Devil 
In Flesh” (Indie). Terrific $8,500. 


Last week, “Children of Paradise” | 


(Indie) and “Jamaica Inn” (Par), 
$4,000. 


‘Pants’ Very Good In 
Pitt, $14,500; ‘Secrets’ 





newcomer, | 


Oriental’s “Kiss Tomor- | 


(UA) (2d, 


14G, ‘Quiet’ Loud 116 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 


“Fancy Pants” at the Penn and. 


“Three Secrets” 





+ 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Heaven High - 
$22,500, Denve 


Denver, Sept. 19. 

“My Blue Heaven” is taking top 
, money here this round with socko 
,total in two theatres. “Rogues of 
Sherwood Forest” also is fine in 
three spots, and holds in all three. 
“Summer Stock” is strong enough 
to get a third Broadway stanza as 
idoes “Three Little Words” at Or- 
pheum, Rain is helping the box- 
office. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and “Destination Big House” (Rep), 
| day-date with Tabor, Webber. Fine 
| $3,500 Last week, “711 Ocean 
'Drive” (Col) and “Sideshow” 
| (Mono), $4,000. 








| Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 33-! 


74)—“Summer Stock” (M-G), (2nd 
| Wk). Fancy $9,000. Last week, big 
$13.000. 

| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 


|— “Fancy Pants” (Par) (3rd wk). 
'Down to $8,500. Last week, fair 
$10,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Blue Heaven” (20th) and “Golden 
|Gloves Story” (EL), day-date with 
| Esquire. Sock $19,000. Last week, 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Three Little Words’ (M-G) and 
“Bunco Squad” (RKO) (2nd _ wk). 
Off to $11,000 but holding. Last 
i week, big $19,000. 
| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 





day” (20th). Poor $6.000. Last 
, Weeke “711 Ocean Drive” (Col) and 
| “Sideshow” (Mono), big $11,000. 
| “Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
| “Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
‘and “Destination Big House” (Rep). 
also Aladdin, Webber. Big $5,000. 
Last week, “Black Rose” (20th) and 
“Shoplifter” (U), $7,000. 

| “Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—“Flesh 


running fairly close for leadership | die), $15,000. 


this week, with a little edge to for- | 


mer. But the real 
be the reissue of 


Western Front” at Warner. 


smash looks to , ‘Rogues Sherwood 

All oe 'and “Destination Big House” (Rep), 
at Whiebeaiee ses : ‘ |also Aalddin. Tabor. 
war picture gave house its biggest | Last week, “711 Ocean Drive” (Col), “The Men” 


Webber (Fox) = (750: 


Forest” (Col) 


Fine $3.000. 


opening in a long time, Third and and “Sideshow” (Mono), $2,500. 


final week of “Broken Arrow” at | 
Fulton still is strong. “Petty Girl” | 


is a big disappointment at Harris 

and will come out after six days. - 
Estimates for This Week 

4 Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 

on Arrow” (20th) (3d wk). 

Sill strong at $7,000. Last week, 


$9,500, and is going out with about 


$32,000, handsome. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) —) round. 


“Petty. Girl” (Col). 


off. Mild $8,000 in 
8 days), $9.00 


. Penn 
‘Fancy 


Pants” (Par). 





‘TEA’ BRIGHT $13,000, 
SEATTLE; ‘SUNSET’ 116 


Seattle, Sept. 19. 
Plethora of holdovers and fairly 
' mild new fare are hurting this 
“Tea For Two,” “Sunset 


“So Young, So 


6 days. Last | Bad” als a 
Week, “Black Rose” del dean |) 


Estimates for This Week 
| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.877; 59- 


(Loew's) (3,300; 45-80) — 84)—“So Young, So Bad” (UA) and | 
Protons B ; Bob Hope | “Silk Noose” (Mono). Okay $7.50u | 
‘edy doing well but nothing out | or better. 


Last week, “Panic in 


o! ordinary at around $14,500. In- | Streets” (20th) and “Marshal Hell- 


sures mMoveover to Ritz. 


312.000. ; 
vp taney (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — 
Three Secrets” (WB). Got away | 


onay, but only looks mild $14 000. 
lolds extra two days, house. re- 
turning to Friday (25) opening 
sr men Station” (Par). Last 
; ea iQ” ( 
$ ona. dP ng Two” (WB) (2d wk- 
” Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) — 
an Quiet” (Indie) (reissue). Fact 
phat this has anti-war theme not 
urting with sturdy $11,000 likely. 
-aSt_ week, “Tender Years” (M-G) 


and “ ” 
O00 Shadow on Wall” (M-G), $5,- 


“Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d "cay | Gath Avense (iter 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
,59-84)—“‘Black Rose” (20th) and 


|“When Smiling” (Col) (3d_ wk). 


Gees $6,000 after swell $9,800 last 
week. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—“Life of Her Own” (M-G) and 
“Fun at Zoo” (U) 2d wk). Slow 
$3,500 in 4 days after fancy $8,300 
last week. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) 
—‘Our Very Own” (RKO) 3d wk). 
Good $4,500 after sweet $5,700 last 
stanza. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
84)—"‘The Men” (UA), Okay $8,000. 





(Continued on page 20) 


“Sierra” (U) and “Farewell Yester- | 


Holdovers Dim D.C. But 
‘WayOut’ Sturdy $8,500 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
Holdovers are bringing down 
| the average of recent weeks along 





not sensational. “Fancy Pants” at 
Loew’s Palace shapes slow, both for 


pic. “Sunset Boulevard,” at 
Warner, is sturdiest of holdovers. 
| Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d wk) 
plus vaude. Fine $16,000 after sock 
$28.000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80)— 
“So Young, So Bad” (UA). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, “Louisa” (U), 
sturdy $11.000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163: 
44-74)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th). So- 
|so $5,000 for first-run. Last week, 
i“Tea for Two” (WB) (m.o.), okay 
$5,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 








| Last week, “Black Rose” 
| (2d wk), firm $15,000. 
| Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
—“No Way Out” (20th). Solid $8.- 
500. Last week, “Panic in Streets” 
(20th) (5th wk), okay $4,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
_ “Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $16,000 after torrid $19,000 
| last week. 


Men Terrif 306 
ohh Perky Philly 


' 
| 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 





Championship pro football game | 


between Philadelphia Eagles and 


Cleveland Browns, which drew 75.- | 
000 Saturday (16) night, plus home! 
|Bames of pennant-bound Phillies is | 
| not cutting as deeply into film re-' 
turns here this week as had been’ 
| early expected. “The Men” is head- | 


Bre for smash session at the Stan- 
| ley. 
“Three Secrets” looks neat at 


| Boyd while “Blue Heaven” is brisk | 
at the Fox but rated below expec- ' 


|tancy. “Devil's Doorway” shapes 
great at Karlton. “High Lone- 
, Some” also looms fine at Stanton. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Life of Own” (M-G) (3d wk). Tidy 
$11,000. Last week, $15,000. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Three 
Secrets” (WB). Neat $18,000 or 
over. Last week, “Tea for Two” 
(WB) (2d wk), $12,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 
“Unign Station” (Par) (2d wk). 


Okay $12,000 after $16,000 opener, Of Preview on 


| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Blue 
Heaven” (20th). Brisk $22,000. 
Last week, “Black Rose” (20th) (2d 
wk), great $20,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1.200; 50- 
99)—“‘Sunset Bou!svard” (Par) (4th 
wk). Bright’ $10,000. Last week. 
' $12,000. ‘ 
, Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘Devil’s Doorway” (M-G). Great 


this house and for a Bob Hope. 


B'way Spotty; Heaven’-Vaude Great 


$94,000, Hayworth-Harlow Reissue 
Combo Torrid 336, Sunset’ 1176 in 6th 


Too many over-extended holdevers 
and long-runs will put a dent in 
the Broadway first-rur. total busi- 
ness this stanza despite some favor- 
able factors. 
(13) and on a couple of other days, 
along with ideal fall weather over 
last weekend, did not help as much 
as counted on. The all-day Wednes- 
day rainfall was such that it actu- 


ally cut into trade sharply on this} 


second Jewish holiday of the week. 
Brisk weather Saturday-Sunday 
sent thousands out on the high- 
ways, hurting what was expected 
to be a big weekend. Opening of 
the public schools during the past 
, week also was unfavorable to the 


, boxoffice. 
“Fancy Pants” (Par). Slow $12,000. | wegerees 


(20th) | 


The. Roxy, Criterion and Rialto 
are particularly strong with their 
new bills. “Blue Heaven,” not 
given much chance by the crix, is 
| doing sock trade nevertheless at 
the Roxy. With Mindy Carson, 
others, plus iceshow onstage, first 
week shapes up at about $94,000, 
best non-holiday opener since Mil- 
ton Berle’s terrific take a few 
| weeks _ back. “Gilda’’-"Platinum 
Blonde” (Rita Hayworth-Jean Har- 
low), reissue combo, soared to 
smash $33.000 in initial week ended 
Monday (18) night at the Criterion. 
This is the peak figure this year 
| for this house, and particularly big 
in view of being an oldie dualer. 

“Jungle Book” and “Thief of 
Bagdad,” another reissue bill, like- 
wise is booming business at the 
small-seater Rialto. May hit $10,000 
|opening frame, after holdout trade 
over the weekend. Stays a second 
| round. Another oldie combo, 
“Reap Wild Wind” and “Fleet’s 
In,” is getting no place with $9,000 
or under the Globe. Holds only 
one week. 

Brightest long-run bill is at the 


i vard” with stageshow is finishing 
‘its sixth week today (Wed.) at 
strong $117,000. “Sunset” is hold- 
ing a seventh session, with the 
seven-week total likely to come 
close to the Hall’s all-time money 


high made by “Bells of St. Mary's” | 


|on a nine-week run back in 1945. 
| “Summer Stock,” plus Rosita 
| Serraro, Noro Morales hand, Hal 
| LeRoy, Phil Foster on stage, is 
‘holding so well at $43,000 in third 
Capitol week that the bill remains 


'a fourth. Third week of “Fancy! 
with Carmen Cavallaro} 
50-99)— | band heading stageshow at Para- 


Pants,” 


;}mount, is okay $52,000, with help 


(opening today) at showings yester- 
day (Tues.). 


Estimates for This Week 


| 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 


'—“Edge of Doom” (RKO) (7th wk). 


Holding around recent low levels, 
with under $7,000 probable this 
week after $8,500 in last session. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) 100th 


Rain last Wednesday | 


Music Hall, where “Sunset Boule- | 


“Sleeping City”, 


Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Madeleine” (U) (3d wk). Do- 
ing mild $5,000 after $7,000 in 
second frame, Stays on. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)—“Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) with _stageshow 
| (6th wk). Holding surprisingly 
strong at $117,000, still highly 
prafitable. Winning a_ seventh 
session here. Last week, with 


boost from Jewish holidays, went 
to resounding $136,000, over hopes, 
to establish new all-time high for 
first five weeks at Hall for any 
bill. “Glass Menagerie” (WB) due 
in next, with Sept. 28 opening 
date. 

| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
,“Jungle Book” (Indie) and “Thief 
'of Bagdad” (Indie) (reissues). 
'Shapes to get socko $10,000 or 
|near, best in months at this band- 
| box theatre. Holds. Did turnaway 
|trade over weekend. In ahead, 
i“Strange Mr. Gregory” (Mono) 
‘and “Mystery of Mr. Wong” 
|(Mono) (reissues) fair $5,000. 
| Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.25\—“‘No Way Out” (20th) (6th 
wk). Fifth stanza ended last night 
(Tues.’ held up in fine style with 
$19.000 or near. Last week, sturdy 
$23,000. Continues, doing com- 
paratively better now than in 
opening weeks. 

| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
\*Blue Heaven” (20th) with Mindy 
'Carson, Betty and Jane Kean, new 
‘iceshow onstage. Pushing up to 
| great $94,000 or better, one of re- 
‘cent bigger weeks at house for 
'non-holiday session. Holds. Last 
‘week, “Black Rose” (20th) and 
|N. Y¥. Philharmonic orch as stage- 
|show (2d wk), slipped to $83,000, 
still big, but way off from opening 
‘session which took in Labor Day 
weekend. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—“Three Little Words” (M-G) (7th 
wk). Sixth frame ended last night 
(Tues.) declined still further 
though nice profit at $13,000. 
Last week, $15,000. Stays on. 
“Toast of New Orleans” (M-G) 
opens Sept. 29. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2)— 
“Tea for Two” (WB) with Gordon 
MacRae, Patrice Wymore, Alan 
Carney heading stageshow (3d- 
final wk). Down to oke $32,000 
for final session after nice $46,000 
on second. “Pretty Baby” (WB) 
with Harvest Moon Ball winners, 
3 Stooges, The Weavers, The 
Maxellos onstage opens Friday 
| (22). 
| Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (16th wk). 
| Stays on at nice profit with around 
/$4,000 after $4,700 last week. 
“Trio” (Par) opens Oct. 10. 
| Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—"Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
'(EL) (14th wk). Picking up to 
| $7,500 this session ending today 
(Wed.), which beats 13th stanza’s 


$11,000 or near. Last week, “Lady Wk). Long-run mark on Broadway  curdy' $6,500. Stays indef. 


Without Passport” (M-G) (2d wk), 
slim $4,500. 


“Summer Stock” (M-G) 


second stanza. 


99)\—“‘Three Little Words’ (M-G) 


_and still profitable at about $5,000 | Ra) _¢ n” 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; |" $5,200 last week. Continues. $1.50)—“Our Very Ow 
(3d wk). 
and Fantasy” (Indie), Fast $3,000. | Down to $15,000, after okay $20,000 —‘“Summer 
at the Stanley |Past week, “Laughing Lady” (In-_ P 


35-74) —! 


for many years with current stanza, 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
Stock” (M-G) plus 
Rosita Serrano, Noro Morales, Hal 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500: 50- LeRoy, Phil Foster onstage (3-d 


wk). Still showing real coin with 


(4th wk). Off to $9,000. Last week, | $43,000 or over for this round. 


nice $13,000. 
Stanley (WB) 
(UA), 
Last week, “Fancy Pants” (Par) (3d 
wk), $10,500. 
Stanton (WB) 


(2,950: 


eign Legion” (U), good $11,300. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) 


' 
| 


} 
j 


(500; 50-99)— here in many months. 


| — “Gilda” 
(1,475; 50-99)—' Blonde” 

“High Lonesome” (EL), Fine $12,- First week ended last Monday (18)! 
|500. Last week, “A. & C. in For-| night soared to smash $33,000, un- | 


Holds a fourth. Last week, big 


50-99)— $65,000. “Born To Be Bad” (RKO) 
Socko $30,000. due in next. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
(Col) and “Platinum 
(Col) (reissues) 2d wk). 


usually good for oldies and biggest 
Last week, 


(1,060; 95- 
(RKO) 
(9th wk). Eighth stanza ended last 
‘night (Tues.) held to about $7,000, 
'okay, after $8,500 last week. Con- 
tinues until early October when 
“State Secret’ (Col) now is slated 
to come in. 


‘Very Own’ Lusty $11,000, 
| Indpls.; ‘Men’ Fair 96 


Indianapolis, Sept. 19. 


| Biz has turned spotty at first-runs 
here again this stanza, but it seems 


Victoria (City Inv.) 





“Destination Moon” (EL) (5th wk). “Shakedown” (U), okay $22,500 in| to be more a matter of what's 
Still getting big play at $7,500. 11 days. 


, Last week, $9,000. 





a nak tee | Roreesers ane "the Mee’ re | Tregeure Rich $25,000 
’ 


shelled out on bally but not paying as best grossers. 


| In Toronto; ‘Young’ 136 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 
Playing a medium-seater four- 


first time in Famous Players 
| (Canadian) history here, “Treasure 
Island” is soaring to sock $25,000. 
The town otherwise is mainly 
holdovers, “So Young, So Bad” 
shapes neat also in four spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Beach, Eglinton, St. Clair, Vic- 
toria (FP) (1,316; 1,180; 1,420; 1,- 
140; 38-67) — “Treasure Island” 
(RKO) and “Beaver Valley” (RKO). 
Smash $25,000. Last week, not on 
first-run. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
33-57)—"‘So Young, So Bad” (UA) 
and “Beauty on Parade” (Col). Neat 

$13,000. Last week, “Cariboo Trail” 
\ (Continued on page 20) 





' 


|—Reap Wild Wind” 


theatre combo simultaneously for. 





Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
(Par) and 
“Fleet’s In” (Par) (reissues). Lean 
$9,000 on initial week but may 
hold. Last week, “San Quentin” 
(WB) and “Aleatraz Island” (WB) 
(reissues) (2d wk), $7,000. “Good 
Time Girl” (EL) opens Saturday 
(23). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Treasure Island” (RKO) (6th 
wk). Fifth session ended Monday 
(18) night dipped a bit to $18,000 
after fine $20.000 fo fourth round. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Sierra” (U) with vaude. Follow- 
ing general offish trend, with mod- 


erate $18,000 likely. Last week, 
“Spy Hunt” (U) and vaude, 
$21,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 


$1.50)\—“Sleeping City” (U) with 
Tony Pastor orch, 5 De Marco Sis- 


ters, Myron Cohen heading stage- | 


show. Onens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Fancy Pants’ (Par) plus 
Carmen Cavallaro orch, Jean Car- 
roll topping stage bill (3d wk), 
okay $52,000 after nice $63,000 for 
second session, 


* 


| showing than anything else. “My 
' Blue Heaven,” at Indiana, is lead- 
ling town with an extra good take 
while “Our Very Own” is com- 
paratively as big at the smaller 
‘circle. “The Men,” at Loew’s, looks 
| only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
\65)—“Our Very Own” (RKO) and 
'“Beaver Valley” (RKO). Nice $11,- 
000, Last week, “Woman on Pier 
113” (RKO), with Three Suns, 
‘others, onstage, stout $19,500 at 
| 50-90c scale. 

| [Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
'“My Blue Heaven” (20th) and 
“Farewell to Yesterday” (RKO). 
Strong $13,000. Last week, “Black 
Rose” (20th), $12.000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65! — 
“The Men” (UA) and “Traveling 
Saleswoman” (Col). Fair $9,000. 
Last week, “Lady Without Pass- 
port” (M-G) and “In Lonely Place 
(Col), oke $10,000. wee 

Lyric (G-D) (1.600; 44-65'—"The 
| Torch” (EL) and “Congolaise (EL). 
Tepid $4,000. Last week, “Where 
Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and “san 
Antone Ambush” (Indie), $5,000. 


N 
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4 LOVELLAO PARSONS says: 
“An excellent film to celebrate 
Mickey Rooney’s 25th anniver- 
-_. sary. It has entertainment, excite- 
' ment and thrills. It is a picture 
: that has sustained interest from : 
L beginning to end.” 
SHEILAH GRAHAM says: 
ee 2 “Mickey Rooney as a heel is very 
oo eg : ; ; exciting — the picture will keep 
. N é , | you on the edge of your seat.” 
aS fs HARRISON CARROLL says: : 
_ “Mickey Rooney is in top: form. : 
again and has seldom been & 
E better.” | | | 
Thor Productions . Jl M M | E ST AR R says: | 
se “Tops in thrills, drama, exci = 
“Tops in thrills, drama, excite- | 
RO ON FY ment and comedy. It is Mickey , 
| Rooney on a rampage — easil 
wel . ic es ie } 
O BRIEN in ‘Boy’s Town’.”’ 
hk HEDDA 
FIREEALL 7.3 An 
a : y . ‘says: “A novel, . zz 
BEVERLY TYLER GLENN CORBETT FF action-filled picture — 
TAY GARNETT BERT FRIEDLOB with Mickey Rooney back — | 
Screenplay by Tay Garnett and Horace McCoy & al in top form.” _ : ‘ 
Don’t forget ANDY SMITH WEEK October 15-21 
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Berlin Show Biz Perks After Quiet + 
Summer; Welles in Pic, Also Concert 


Berlin, Sept. 12. 
Show biz has started to liven up 


here after a very quiet summer. 
The list of expected arrivals on the 
Berlin stage is impressive and hints 
a successful season. September is 
regarded as the opening of the 
1950-51 season since many opera 


houses open their doors” that 
month. Top publicity, however, 
went to others this year. 


On Sept. 2, the giant open airer, 
Die Waldbuehne, brought in “The 


Third Man” at reduced prices for | 
the Russian sector and zone Ger- 
mans only. The American-con- 


trolled German radio station RIAS 
made spot announcements about 
the showing only four days before 
The ozoner has 25,000 
seats, and crowds packed the 
Waldbuehne. Thousands were 
turned away by the time the pic 
started. 

Copies of West Berlin newspa- 
pers were distributed and the de- 
mand was so great some editors 
hurried back to get additional 
copies. Department of State offi- 
cials agreed that the demonstration 
was proof about the popularity of 
Radio RIAS in the east zone. Dou- 
ble checks were made on identifi- 
cation papers to be sure that only 
east sector and east zone people 
attended. 

“Third Man” was preceded by a 
Communist newsreel. This took 
everyone by surprise, and when 
Communist President 
Pieck appeared on the screen, the 
audience jeered and booed until 
the newsreel was taken off. The 
east zone newsreel was supplanted 
by the west sector reel, ‘World in 
Film.” In contrast, loud applause 


it opened. 





Aussie Theatre 


‘currently being forced to halt top 


William '| 


- 
Tt 


{ 


Delfont’s Jewish Plays 
| Click; Plans Expansion 


London, Sept. 12. 
Bernard Delfont’s season of 


theatre, which he is presenting in 
| association with the Glasgow 
‘Unity Theatre, has proved so suc- 
| cessful, with first Saturday’s biz 
| breaking the all-time house rec- 
ord, that he has decided to present 
such a policy every y-ar. 

Early next year he intends to go 


| stars, including Edward G. Robin- 

ison, Molly Picon and Sylvia Sid- 

|ney. Then he will run a series of 

| plays on Jewish life for at least 

— months, starting in Septem- 
er, 








Shortage Problem 


| 


Sydney, Sept. 5. 
With so many real legit clicks | 
in Aussie under the Williamson- | 


Tait banner, the management is 
| 


grossers here since it has only one | 
house, Royal, under sole control, 


{to America to line up some Jewish | 


‘plays of Jewish life at the Saville | %#>!- | 


| paga,” in some seven 


Zweig Story for Miranda 


Rome, Sept. 5. 
“Twenty-four Hours in Life of 
a Woman,” by Stefan Zweig, will 
serve as a Starring vehicle for Isa 
Miranda. Film will be shot in! 
France starting in October. Setup | 





‘Theatre Dearth Delays Opening Of 
+ Four Costly Musicals in London 





is mostly French, with some Ital- + By HARRY REGENSBERG 


ian backing. 

Miss Miranda will have French 
actor, Michel Auclair, as her male 
lead. She recently was in ‘Walls 
of Malapaga,” opposite Jean 


Welles to Rome Before 
Resuming Stage Trek 
Rome, Sept. 19. | 


After several months of theatri- | 
cal stints in Paris, Frankiort, Ham- | 
burg, Dusseldorf and Munich, Or- | 
son Welles is back in Italy for an 
indefinite stay. Currently he is 


Readying Italo, French 
: * taking a few weeks off prior to | 
Films for US. Preems; continuing his tour in larger cities | 
° 6 9 of Italy. He believes his stageshow | 
Big Tee-Off on Walls | should be rearranged some for Ital- 

Day-and-date bookings of the | ian audiences. | 

Italian pic, “The Walls of Mala-| Welles is no stranger to Italy, | 
New York | having spet a great deal of time, 
city houses this week will be high-| here since 1947, when he made 
lighted by personal appearances | “Cagliostro” for Edward Small. | 
at each theatre of the film’s star| Later he worked in “Prince of | 


and producer Isa Miranda and Al-| Foxes” and “Black Rose” for 20th- | 
fredo Guarini respectively. Follow- 








” 


Fox, and making ‘“Othello” on his 


| : London, Sept. 19. 


There is $300,000 worth of mu- 
sical-comedy merchandise all lined 
up to._invade the West End with 
nov suitable theatres to accommo- 
date them. 

These are “Dear Miss Pho. be” 


'an Emile Littler’s musical based 


on Sir James Barrie’s “Quality 
Street,” currently touring the stix. 
It is reputed to have cost $60,000. 
This is expected to go to His Ma- 
jesty’s theatre, if and when Prince 
Littler’s “Brigadoon” finishes its 
lengthy run. Also EL’s British mu- 
sical “Blue for a Boy,” which from 
all reports is a cinch for the West 
End, but staying out because of 
the theatre shortage. 

Then there is the Ivor Novello- 
Alan Melville musical, “Gay Is the 
Word,” starring Cicely Court- 


ing a long run at the Paris, N. Y., 
“Walls” was set for simultaneous 
showings by Films International of 
America, the  pic’s. distributor. 
Starting yesterday (Tues.);the film 
opened at‘the Midtown, 72nd St. 
and City, in Manhattan; Hopkinson, 
Vogue and Astor, Brooklyn, and 
the Ascoi, the Bronx, 

British and continental product 
continues to flow into the U. S. 
Eagle Lion Classics is readying 


“Taming of Dorothy” and “Paper 


Gallows” for fall release. Arthur 
Davis Associates is prepping a 
French import, “My First Love,” 


own. 


‘Arg. May Produce 
Own Color Films 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 12. 
Local filmites, encouraged by the 








| all-out protection given by the Ar-‘{ 


|gentine government, are planning 


and the other theatre, Empire, on | for a Broadway unveiling in Octo- | to produce their own color films de- 


lease from General Theatres, W-T | 
had to yank “Oklahoma” when 
biz was still strong, and shoot the 
unit across to New Zealand because | 
prior contracts called for “Street- | 


‘car Named Desire” to play Royal | 


greeted scenes of Allied reinforce- | 


ments landing in Korea. 
Welles’ ‘Comic Salad’ 


tee-off of “Third Man,” the “Third 
Man” himself, arrived here via “An 
Evening with Orson Welles.” He 
opened at Titania Palast Sept. 5 
with 1,800 seats (capacity of house) 
suld. Top price was $1. Welles 
presented his version of “Faust,” 
a magic act, a scene from “Henry 
VI" and some Oscar Wilde. It was 
described in German as ‘“‘komische 
Salat” (comic salad), One news- 
paper termed this as a fitting de- 


cn a certain date. Latter could only | 
come in for a limited run of 9 | 
weeks in order to permit Joe E. 


| Brown in “Harvey” to take up a_ 


; transporting top shows to minor 
| Aussie spots because of Sydney 
itheatre shortage is jacking up over- 


scription since it confused every: | 


body and satisfied nobody entirely. 
Welles received a lot of publicity, 
most of it favorable. 

Welles will be followed by Jose- 
phine Baker at Titania Palast. Her 
appearance in Berlin had been an- 
nounced previously for last winter, 
without foundation, but this time 
she is definitely booked. 

Bruno Walter and Yehudi Menu- 
hin are also on the list of expected 
arrivals. 

“Death of a Salesman” reopened 
Sept. 8 at the Hebbel theatre, with 
Fritz Kortner again in the lead. 
Theo Lingen, one of Germany's 
top comedians, is at the Renais- 
Sance theatre in his own play, 
*Theophanes.” T. S. Eliot’s “The 
Cocktail Party” is one of the new 
shows expected in Berlin this sea- 
Son but definite booking is not set. 





Pierre Fresnay Set For 
‘Holy Experiment’ Lead 
In Its French Preem 


Paris, Sept. 12. 
The lead in “Holy Experiment,” 
Austrian playwright Fritz Hoch- 
walder’s legiter, has been assigned 


‘o Pierre Fresnay when it is pro-| 
duced in Paris. It will be done un- | 
cer the aegis of Louis Nagel, who | 


besides holding the French rights 
is also Currently negotiating for a 

roadway production, as he did for 
Red Gloves.” 


Plot concerns a Jesuit father, but 
the play is not likely to be consid- 
ered controversial since the Pope 
a\lended some scenes of the play 
al a special performance in Rome 
‘nd it was praised by the “Osserva- 
‘ore Romano.” - 

_ Fresnay, who created the lead 
‘n the Paris production of Marcel 
‘\chard’s legiter, “I Know My 
vos and did the cleric, Saint 

‘nceent de Paul in “Monsieur Vin- 
ut" for thé screen, was under fire 
“the Venice festival for his role 
vy the French pic, “God Needs 
“In which he does ihe part 
, 4 Man celebrating mass without 
““ving been ordained a priest. 


On the heels of the sensational >’ aney date. 


Repeat dates of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” which just concluded a rec- 
ord run of over three years, had 
to be played at the Empire here. | 
“Streetcar” did eleven weeks in 
Melbourne. “Harvey” also ran the 
same number of weeks there, but 
not setting the town on fire. It | 
moved to Adelaide for a short term | 
awaiting a Sydney date. Cost of 


all costs. Before talkies boomed in 
this spot years ago, W-T operated 
around five legit houses. House 


ber. 

“Dorothy” was formerly titled 
“Her Favorite Husband.” “Gal- 
lows” was turned out in Britain 
by Adelphi Films, Ltd. Davis 
picked up U. S. distribution rights 
to “Love” from Leo Cohen. It 
stars Jacqueline Delubac. 

Still another French import is 
“Paris 1900.” Distributed by Ar- 
thur Mayer, exec veepee of the 


Council of Motion Picture Organi- | 
| zations, and Edward Kingsley, the 


film is booked to open at the Paris, 
N. Y., after the run of “Souvenir,” 
the house’s next pic. John Mason 


| Brown wrote the commentary and | 
| Monty Woolley is narrator. 





TV EXPECTED TO BOW 
IN SWEDEN IN 195 


Stockholm, Sept. 12. 
Television is expected to make 
its bow in Sweden late next year, 


spite the process being consider- 
| ably slowed up by the fact that the 
|negatives, once taken, must be 


} 
! 





‘planed to the U. S. for developing. ! 


| First attempts with color were 
;made at Emelco’s studios at Mar- 


| cast 


| tinez with the Italian director E. | 


|Remani in charge. 


Results of the: 


tests, now enroute to the U. S. for} 
development, are anxiously being | 


ahead with making ‘‘E] Gaucho y el 
| Diablo” 


' Devil’), the first 


awaited, before the studio goes, 


neidge, with Lizbeth Webb and 
Thorley Waters featured. This is 
presented by Tom Arnold and is to 
make its bow in Manchester Oct. 
17, going to Edinburgh as the 
Christmas attraction, due to uncer- 
tainty of getting a West End 
house. Show is reported to have 
cost Arnold at least $70,000. 
Waller’s ‘Innocent’ Being Readied 
Jack Waller also bows in with a 
musical “Sweet Innocent,” based 
on Margaret Steen and Derek Pat- 
more’s “Freneh For Love,” farce 
produced at the Criterion in 1939 
with Alice Delysia and Cecil Park- 
er starred. Show was again toured 
in 1942 with Delysia in her orig- 
inal part and Hugh Wakefield 
playing the Parker'role. This has 
been adapted by Michael Pertwee, 
with music and lyrics by Jeffrey 
Wright and Sandy Wilson. The 
is well chosen, comprising 
two importations in Jacques Jan- 
sen and Lisa D’Esterre, and Sally 
Ann Howes, Guy Middleton, Ar- 
thur Young and a Tessie O'Shea 
discovery Patrick Melany, former- 


|ly with the American act, the 


(“The Gaucho and the} 
feature-length | 


(color film to be made by an Ar- | 


' gentine studio. 

The Alex Laboratories is work- 
| ing on a method of developing color 
film locally. Also a new system 


known as monopack is to be tried | 


out, using blonde actress Mirtha 


|The industry, incidentally, is still 
| strong in its belief that U. S. pro- 
ducers will 
| make pix as has been done in Mex- 
| ico. 


shortage is a terrific headache to 
| Williamson-Tait because legit is 
‘again booming here. 

| Joe E. Brown Back After ‘Harvey’ 
|, When “Streetcar” folds in Syd- 
jney soon, the top stars, Arthur 
| Franz, Russell Hardie, Adele Long- 
‘mire and Viola Keats, go back to 
the U. S. Joe E. Brown also will 
|probably return to the U. S. after 
|the Sydney run of “Harvey.” 

' In Melbourne, “Song of Norway.” 
iwith Doreen Wilson, Charles Dorn- 
|ing, Marjorie Cook, Hendrick De 
|Boer, Bernard Ansell, Robert Ber- 
‘nard, Matt Mattox and Strelsa 
Heckelman is doing okay, with the 


British comedy, “Worm’s’ Eye 
| View,” coming up. 
| Altho@gh W-T approached the 


government for permission to erect | 
additional theatres here, it has been | 
no dice because of the terrific hous- | 
ing problem. Understood that | 


according to the committee han-| There is also heavy competition 
this country. Committee will pre- | film studios regarding the signing 
sent a bill to the Swedish Riksdag Of talent for the next two years. 
(Parliament) when group meets in | Arentine Sono Films has Fanny 


January, 1951, asking for several , Navarro set for two pictures _in 
millions of dollars to start experi- | which she will star and also receive 


first video station in this city. | an Argentine actress. Films Andes 
During the summer, TV experi- | has signed Julio Norberto Esbrez, 
ments were held at the Liseberg 2 Moppet who came to the fore in 
Fair, an outdoor entertainment Hugo del Carril’s recent film “Sur- 
spot in Gothenburg. The commit | CS de Sangre.” Mapol has pacted 
‘tee is also following closely the ; Jorge Salcedo. 
|TV experiments being carried on | 
|in Copenhagen. When video does 


|make its entrance here, it will be | Molly May Leases House 
;On a non-commercial bassis, the 
For 2-Week Play Setup 








|same as State-owned radio, and is 
expected to follow the similar 


rules. 





‘Heroes, Army Comedy, 


London, Sept. 19. 


has leased the Embassy theatre, 


| Williamson-Tait need at least two 
|more major houses in-this key spot. 
' It is much the same with David 
N. Martin, topper of the powerful 
| Tivoli loop, currently operating 
only one theatre here and urgently 
/needing one more for legit shows. 
revues and musicals at the Tivoli. 
Arthur Askey is in his 12th week 
with “The Love Racket” and 
iforcing Martin to spot vaude-reyue 
‘units in other Aussie minor keyers 
‘aside from his Melbourne house. 
|The Fullers are leasing the Palace 
‘here for iegit and would build an- 
/other theatre if given. the govern- 
'mental greenlight. 





Pascal Signs Jean Simmons 

Venice, Sept. 5. 
Gabriel Pascal has signed Jean 
Simmons, British screen ,actress 
best known for her Ophelia in 
“Hamlet,” for three pictures to be 
made within the next’ year. “An- 
drocles and the Lion” will be the 
first to-roll, with an October start- 





‘ing date. It will be done at Cine- 
| Citta of Rome. 
| Rex Harrison also is’ being 


| Sought to play a role in this, but 
deal is still in the talking stage. 


Martin is compelled to spot vaude-, 





7 trey for six months with option. 

Opens Well in London. Directors, besides May, are Peggy 
Livesey and Martin Case. 

. London, Sept. 19. | Policy will be to produce each 


sented a robust army farce “Re- first effort to be Michael Clayton 
luctant Heroes” by Colin Morris at) Hutton’s new play, “Turn to Page 
the Whitehall, Sept. 12, starring | Two,” ‘opening Sept. 26. Cast in- 
| Dermot Walsh and Wally Patch.| cludes Anthony Steele, Frances 
| Spirited ‘direction by Frank Der-| Rowe, Betty Sinclair, Colin Doug- 
_mody makes lively story of new jas and Richard Pearson. 
recruits with sergeant trouble. | 
Show was well received, being of Ashley Dukes’ “The Man With 
very good for this kind of show.| a Load of. Mischief,” also for two 
Should appeal to those who ap-! weeks. Other plays are “Surfeit of 
preciate boisterous nonsense, and, Lampreys” by Ngai Marsh, 
army-type comedy. : 





’ 





thur Saville’s Crime,’ 
tation by St. John L. Clowes. 


British Vocalist to N. Y. 


London, Sept. 19. 
~ British vocalist Anne Shelton 


Jerusalem Music Festival 


Tel Aviv, Sept. 12. 

An annual music festival will be 
held in Jerusalem in 1952. Jewish 
and other artists from Israel and 
the rest of the world will be in- 
vited to take part. 

This first festival wil honor the 
3,000th anni of King David's reign 
in Jerusalem. 








turning to England. 
Miss Shelton has already been 
booked for a 30-minute coast-to- 








Other Foreign News - 


| On Page 13 











| sing only British songs. 


Debonaires. 
Show, which is produced by 
William Mollisonp, opens in Glas- 


| gow Oct. 23, and will stay on the 


road till a London theatre becomes 
available, likely the Adelphi. By 
the time it is ready for produc- 
tion, it is expected to have cost 


| about $70,000. 
| Legrand as the subject of the test. | 


bring crews here to_ 


| vieve 
dling the developmént of TV :n| going on currently between the | 


Finally there is Lee Ephraim’s 
new show, “Music At Midnight,” 
by Guy Bolton, with music by 
Hans May. Musical is based on 
Offenbach’s music, and stars an- 
other French importation, Gene- 
Guitry. Opens in Edin- 
burgh, Sept. 25, and is expected to 
hit the West End late in October. 
The backer is Prince Littler who 
is understood to be ready to in- 


'vest at least $50,000. 


ments here, and also to build the one of the highest salaries paid to. 





Strict Enforcement Of 
British Pix Quota In 
Aussie Looms in 195] 


Sydney, Sept. 19. 
Indications are that there will 
be a major tightening up of the 
British pic quota throughout the 





| Aussie zone starting in 1951. Cur- 


New company, Molly May, Ltd., | 


Swiss Cottage, from Anthony Haw-. 


Rix Theatrical Productions pre- play to run two weeks, with the’ 


rent British quota is 15°, cover- 
ing all exhibitors, taking in around 
1,600 theatres. 

It is claimed by top British dis- 
tribs that the majority of exhibs 
are not fully living up to quota 
regulations made by Act of Parlia- 
ment. Pressure would be put on 
those exhibs continually screening 
U. S. fare and leaving British pix 
on the shelf. 


Yank film circuits, similar to 


Metro, operating their own chains 


This will be followed by revival | 


and | 
revival of Oscar Wilde’s “Lord Ar- | time. 


/coast broadcast on which she will but say 


in the Aussie zone, or those U. S. 
distribs with show-windows in key 
spots, will be asked by the authori- 
ties why no British fare has been 
screened over a long period of 
Sydney now has only one 


a new adap-| strictly British house, 990-seater 


Embassy, operated jointly by 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres 
under the old General Theatres’ 
setup. 

It has been cited that British pix 


flies to New York™on Friday (22) ‘can get big coin in Aussie key 
on a short business trip. She will | houses. Recent instances of bis 
be accompanied by her manager, runs, say British distribs. include 
David Reid, and her mother. She “Third Man,” “Kind Hearts and 
may go on to Hollywood before re-*‘ Coronets,” 


“Passport to Pim- 
| lico,” “Christopher Columbus” and 
“Prain of Events.” They admit 
that certain British pix don't draw 
British distribs contend 
that some U. S. pix don’t either. 
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Italo Dubbing Tax Non-Applicable To 
Foreign-Produced Local Pictures 


Rome, Sept. 12. 

Compounding headaches long en- 
dured by U. S. companies produc- 
ing films in Italy, a ruling was re- 
-ently handed down by the Italian 
government tax authorities that the 
so-called dubbing tax is assessable 
against pix made locally by foreign 
producers as well as those lensed 
wholly outside Italy. The ruling 
was made in connection with a pro- 
test made by Goldridge, Inc., VU. S. 
company which made “Rapture” in 
Italy during 1948. 

Italian Film Law requires pay- 

ment of a dubbing tax of about 
$4000 on all films distributed 
locally which cannot qualify as na- 
tional pictures. Tax is actually a 
compulsory loan .without interest 
to the government, since it is re- 
turnable to the producer after 10 
years. 
” Goldridge was required to pay 
the tax but did so under protest, 
arguing that the definition of a 
“non-national” picture was improp- 
erly applied to “Rapture.” Term- 
inology was lifted from the Italian 
Film Law, Goldridge attorneys 
claimed, which was designed to 
stimulate local production and dis- 
courage competition from pix made 
abroad; also that it was not ap- 
plicable to films made in Italy by 
foreign producers. 

The law sets up definitions for 
non-national and national films and 
provides certain advantages for the 
latter. To qualify as a national film, 
for example, at least 51% of the 
stock of the producing company 


the pic must be shot on Italian soil | 


with the use of native technicians 
and other requirements protecting 
the local industry must be observed. 
In return, the producer winds up 
with a quota picture and is entitled 
to the government subsidy of 18% 
of Italian boxoffice receipts. 

Goldridge contends that the dub- 
bing tax law was couched in the 
same terms as the film law and 
was conceived as a further sanction 
against competing imports which 
contribute nothing to the economy 
of the local industry. However, it 
was not meant to apply to pix 
such as “Rapture,” 
Further contended that it could 
not be called a non-national film 
under the dubbing tax law since all 
footage was done in Italy. . 

The adverse ruling has been ap- 
pealed by Goldridge attorneys, who 
are being supported by local 
MPAA officials because of the im- 
pact of the decision on future plans 
for production in Italy by U. S. 
producers. Hearings are slated for 
this fall. Goldridge’s position in 
the wrangle of words is supported 
by records of debates in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies and Chamber of 
Senators, which under Italian law 
are competent proof of interpre- 
tation of statutes. 


HOYTS, GREATER UNION 





ALSO PLUG BETTER PIX: 


Sydney, Sept. 12. 


Determined to woo patrons to | 


the boxoffice throughout the sum- 
mer, key Aussie circuits, Hoyts 
and Greater Union, are setting up 
campaigns telling prospective pay- 
ees that “pictures are better than 
ever,” and backing this up by 
marqueeing top U.S. and British 
product. Campaigns are well-de- 
vised, 

American pix are playing in a 
Majority of the Aussie houses as 
in the past, but British product 
is likewise doing well in selected 
Spots. . Circuit chiefs have issued 
orders that nothing is to be left 
to chance to bolster trade. Rydge, 
for example, is offering solid cash 
awards’ to his managers who up 
figures ‘over prior périods, with dis- 
tribs likewise handing out” extra 
Coin for Smart selling. 


, Product pulling best here in- 
cludes “My Foolish Heart” (RKO) 
in eighth week; “Father of Bride” 


ix G), capacity in third week; 
chabod & Mr. Toad” (RKO), 
hird week; “Sunset Boulevard” 


(Par), third; “Third Man” (Lon 
Con Films), sixth; “Louisa” (U}, 


Camm “The Lie” (Par), fourth; 
Bitter Springs” (BEF), - third; 
Hasty Heart” (WB), seventh; 


{tain of Events” (BEF), sixth; 
ack Arrow” (20th), in second; 
“3 . ee By Dozen” (20th), third: 
AL King’s Men” (Col), eighth; 
*ud “Friend Irma Goes West” 
‘Par), second. 


y% 
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Leftists Launch Drive 
For New Franco-U.S. Pact 


Paris, Sept. 12. 


With the coming November par- 
ley on Franco-American film agree- 
ments in the offing, French film 
makers and some publications are 
starting to beat the propaganda 
drums. One extreme-left film mag 
claims the French cinema is in 
greater econcmic and cultural dan- 
ger than ever before. It claims the 
quota is often violated in favor of 
American pix. 

This paper has set up a petition 
and-is currently soliciting signa- 
tures. Among those signing are 
Claude Autant-Lara, Marcel Ayme, 
Marcel Carne, Jean Coc.e.', Fer- 
nand Gravey, Jean Gremillon, Noel 
Noel and many more. The paper. is 
= petitioning for the Hollywood 

en. 


‘Safety Last’ Sequence 
In German Film Boosts 








Berlin, Sept. 12. 
A German film, “Glorious | 
Times,” which deals with so-called | 


British Would Prevent 

| Second Carnegie Fiasco 

¢ London, Sept, 12. 
British Film Producers Assn. 


has been asked to convene a con- 
ference of the six film industry 


| unions to set up protective ma- 


chinery for artists and technicians, 
following the recent Carnegie- fias- 
co in which an entire unit was left 
stranded on the French Riviera 
without pay and without return 
fares to London. 


} 
One of the proposals being sug- 





Raising Money for Indie British 
Prod. Tough Task Under 307% Quota 





‘Selznick Set to Enter 


| Japanese Film Market 
Tokyo, Sept. 12. 
David O. Selznick is set to enter 


| 
| 


London, Sept. 12. 


| - Raising of coin to finance inde~ 
' pendent production is looming as 
a major problem in Britain as a 
result of the slicing of the quota 
to 30% starting next October. A 
number of projects, provisionally 


gested is the adoption. of the de- the Japanese picture field soon, it | oo¢ for early lensing, are failing 


posit scheme already operated by 
Equity. Under this producers, not 
members of the BFPA, would have 
to hand over to an agreed third 
party, a sum sufficient to cover 
salaries, return fares and _ insur- 
ances. 


Germans Seeking 


More Screen Time 


Washington, Sept. 19. 

American pictures, strongly con- 
trolling the West German market 
and largely backed by ECA media 
guaranties, are headed for a clash 
with the West German film indus- 
try which is demanding a larger 
share of its home market. 





in the German Federal Republic, 


|of which 150 were U. S. pix last 


year. Now Yank producers are 
seeking entry into the country for 


glorious times of the last 50 years, | 215 of their pictures a year. 


has paved the way for an influx of | 
| Harold Llovd oldies. The pic, re- 





|May, is an Alf Teichs production 
| directed by Gunther Neumann and 
'Eric Ode. It stars Willy Fritsch, 
|who narrates and appears on the 
ispot occasionally, starting on New 
| Year’s Eve in 1899, taking in all 
| the big events through World War 


This appears to be the crux of 


who Says 
the German film toppers claim 
their industry faces economic col- 
lapse unless it can get adequate 
credits and a much larger share 
of the market. The German stu- 
dios want to be guaranteed 40% 
of the product played, which would 


Lloyd’s Pix in Germany 250 pictures are shown em 


was announced here this week. 
Producer is reported to have come 
to terms.with Toho Motion Picture 
and Theatrical Co. for a number 
of his pix through the Toho loop. 
Deal was wrapped up by Selznick 
|rep Fred Gulbransen who flew 
here for that purpose. American 
producer has been gr .i-d an im- 
port. license. 


No films have been cleared yet 
but understood Toho is asking for 
such productions as “Duel in the 
Sun,” “Rebecca,” “Portrait of Jen- 
nie,” “Paradine Case,” “Spell- 
bound” and “Intermezze.” Selznick 
is fourth U. S. producer to lay the 
groundwork for reentry into Jap 
| picture field since the occupation 
iruling was changed last April to 
| eliminate the requirement that all 





| American films be distributed in 
| 


Japan through the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. 


} 





' Experimental Groups In 


' Argentine Upbeat; Rat 


| Boost to Legit Stage 


‘the situation, according to Nathan | 
m inten tn Gene © ‘ation in | D:._ Golden, U. S. Commerce De- 
must be owned by Italian citizens, | ‘¢ased Dy Comedia Corporation In} nartment film expert, 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 12. 


| The legit scene here during the 


| current year is being overshadowed 
by a noticeable spurt in the de- 
velopment of experimental groups 
| similar’ to New York’s off-Broad- 
| way operation. These companies, 
|run by performers unable to land 


|to materialize because banks and 
| financing firms fear a diminished 
market for British films: makes 
them risky speculations. To fulfill 
the 30% quota (it will not be more 
| than 25°. after allowance has been 
' made for exemptions and relief), 
the three main circuits will need 
| less.than 50 pix in all per year. 
| Bulk of this total inevitably will 
| be eontributed by the Associated 
| British, Korda and Rank groups, 
| leaving little playing time for indie 
| product! 
With the lessening demand for 
' British product, major distribs are 
| cautious about handling local pix 
' over and above their known quota 
requirements. The difficulty of get- 
' ting effective distribution with an 
accompanying circuit release, too, 
'is leading to the go-slow attitude 
| by financial men. 

Cautious policy on finaneing is 
not restricted to the recognized 
banks and insurance companies, 
| It is also likely to be applied by 
the government’s National Film 
_ Finance Corp., which likely will be 
‘reluctant to advance coin for pro- 
| duetions which will be squeezed 
}out of circuit dates, and stand 
small chance of earning their orig- 
inal investment. Attitude of the 
NFFC since its formation two years 
| back has been to follow normal 
| banking principles. 

State Film Bank Also Captious 

As a result of this new develop- 


is was claimed. | ,udgiences. It has been revealed | imported pictures. If this does not | 


here, however, that the Comedia | Work, SPIO will request the West | 





{I up to the present. Fritsch injects 


. mean that the U. S. portion would 
‘comedy with philosophy. The film " 
icloses with a group of children ibe reduced to about 100 films an 


A ws 34}, | Mually. German circles say 
the red flag of the USSR oe — / 150 film total sent in last year by 
| spicuous Hollywood was excessive. 

| One highlight of the film is a|, The German film industry trade 


‘five-minute scene from the old|>0dy, Spitzenorganisation der 
Lloyd pic, “Safety Last,” which al-| Filmwirtschaft (SPIO), is now dis- 


| ways was a laugh hit with German | CUssing voluntary restrictions of 


‘outfit did not obtain the permission | German government to set a quota 
of Lloyd's office to insert this scene | for film imports. 

from “Last.” One of the biggest | U. S. Find Swiss Getting Tougher 
draws in post-war Germany, this! American films, according to 
semi-documentary film has resulted | Golden, are running into stiffer 


in paving the way for a comeback competition in Switzerland. While 


| professional jobs, have been re- Ment, there is a_ possibility that 
ceiving laudatory notices with the the State Film Bank will think 
| result that a number of producers | twice about the second cooperative 
‘have been taking note of the pro-| picture about to be launched by 
‘duction and roping members of the | the Assn. of Cinematograph and 
cast into their own pro offerings. | = a oon ef- 
hes erimental pres- | f°rt, “Green Grow the Rushes, 
Plo Tar oaaae* by Tat | which was wholly financed by the 
|Gorostiza, drew so much attention | NFFC, is due for its preem in 
‘that a film version was made by November. The second subject is 
Guaranteed Pictures, using the en- | t? be chosen at a board meeting 
tire original cast. A translation of ext week. Immediately after the 
Noel Coward's “This Happy Breed” choice is made, ACT Films will put 
has been put on by another of the | in 2 request to the Films Bank for 
groups. Still another, under the 4 further 100% advance. 
direction of, Pedro Doril, recently! Meantime, irrespective of the 
produced Armando Tallice’s trans- , fate of their second production, 
lation of “The Madwoman of the technicians are collating in- 
Chaillot.” Elena Sagrera is in the, formation and statistics on the 


of Lloyd in Deutschland. 
Paul Gordon, representative for | 


our pictures are still the biggest 
factor in that market, the new and 


Harold Lloyd in Berlin, was ad-| better foreign pictures are being 
vised by officials that inasmuch as | held for longer runs by exhibitors 
Berlin is not part of the Bonn than are most of our product. 
Republic, action must be initiated 
in Munich, where Comedia is reg-| 16m exhibition with 466 permanent 
istered: The question as to whether/!16m commercial theatres and 700 
a German semi-documentary film} non-commercial exhibitors in op- 
gives the producer the legal right eration. Country still has over 1,- 
to insert parts of American pic-| 000 communities large enough to 
tures without permission of the support at least a small permanent 
actor or the studio will be an-| theatre, but which have no picture 
swered in this case, unless the facilities. 

defendant can show that the copy- | 
right does not apply after such a 
long period in Germany. 





Israel Theatre Director Out 
Tel Aviv, Sept. 5. 





title role. : 
Next month, the Institute of. 
Modern Art, another experimental | 


/ number of productions that have 


fallen through in recent weeks be- 
cause of the lowering of the quota. 


Brazil is swinging heavily into | 


unit, will produce “Amphitryon If the evidence is substantiated, 
38,” to be directed by the visiting , they’re planning to make we “told 
Brazilian actor Luis Tito Franco de, you so” representations to Harold 
Almedia. Wilson, Board of Trade prexy, urg- 
Among the regular pro offerings, | ing him to take practical measures 
Alejandro Casona’s “Los Arboles | to relieve the situation. 
Mueren de Pie,” unanimously de-| Task of probing the situation for 
clared the best Argentine play of| ACT has been delegated to its 
1949, has racked up two years of | legislation committee. If found 
consecutive playing-time with the that they can prove their case, a 
same cast, except for Alberto national protest campaign is 
Closas, who did a relatively small planned, starting off with a series 
role. Andre Paul Antoine’s “Sweet | of questions in the House of Com- 





|Enemy,” translated by Francisco! mons, and following through with 


Brit. Studio Activity | 
Climbs for 4th Month 


London, Sept. 12. 

For the fourth successive month, 
employment figures in British stu- 
dios are-on the upswing. At the 
beginning of September, 648 tech- 
nicians were out of. work, six fewer 
than in August and 64 less than 
the previous month. 

The decline has been partly sea- 
sonal because of.increased summer 
location activity, but is also partly 
due to reopening of the Denham 
Studios by 20th-Fox. At the peak 
depression period.early this spring, 
the unemployed roll had soared to 
nearly 1,000. 


Film Helps A-Bombed Cities 

Tokyo, Sept. 12. 
Nearly $2,000 has been turned 
over to the ‘atom-bomb« © cities of 
Hiroshima and- Nagasaki by the 
Central Motion Picture Exchange, 
local U. S. film distrib agency. Coin, 
which will be used for reconstruc- 
tion programs in these two cities, 
was raised at special benefit screen- 
ings last month on the Metro pic, 
“Beginning or the End,” held at 26 











Moshe Halevy, founder and ar- 


resigned his post after a dispute 


with the management of the house. | 
No new director has been ap-' 


pointed yet. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 


London, Sept. 19. 
“Accolade,” Aldwich (2). 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (11). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (73). 
“Capt. Carvalle,” St. Jas. (6). 
“Carousel,” Drury. Lane (15). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (20). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (12). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (50). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (14). 
“Got What Wanted,” Ph’nix (5). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (17). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (19). 








“King Rhapsody,” Palace (52). 
“Knight's Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (27) 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (27). 
“Little Hut”, Lyric (4). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (9). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (172), 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’tehall (1). 
“Rosmersholm,” St. Martin’s (5). 
“Ring Around Moon,” Gl’be (34). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (14). 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymarket (3), 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (17). 
*Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (119). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (2). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy -(178). 
CLOSED LAST WEE!. 





out Japan, 


theatres in 10 major cities through- | 


_ , | J. Bolla, is set to close soon to 
tistic director of the Ohel theatre, | 


make way for a new Cunill Caban- 
-ellas production. “El Morocho de 
|Venecia,” a satire on “Othello.” 
| Following the close of the Pila 
| Lopez Ballet at the Buenos Aires 
| theatre this month, Carlos Carcav- 
allo will bring in his production of 
Mercedes Beban's “Desconcierto.” 
“The Island of Beautiful People” 
remains at the Odeon theatre. A 
translation of J. B. Priestley’s “The 
Inspector Calls,” is being re- 
hearsed by Cabanellas. 


H’ wood Producer Lauds 
Brit. Studio’s Speed 


London, Sept. 19. 
Tribute to British technicians, 





who go on filming with tea-cup in | 


| country-wide press agitation. 


ARG. MODIFIES TAX ON 
ALL CREATIVE WORKS 


Montevideo, Sept. 12. 


Evidently complaints from all 
sides, especially from Argentine 
intellectuals themselves, directed 
against the new taxation of 60° 
to be levied against the importa- 
tion of books, works of art, music, 
plays and radio scripts or film 
stories into Argentina, has led the 
Peron government to modify its 
original plan of taxing everything 
| from abroad. 
| ‘The Panamerican Council of the 
International Confederation of Au- 
thors and Composers’ Societies, 
which just met in Chile, discussed 








“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’m (28). 


hand during the afternoon, was this new tax. Result is that it has 
paid by Hollywood producer Harry | forwarded a. message to the Argen- 





“Ice-Capades,” Empress (16). 


Joe Brown, now shooting on lo- | 
cation here for “Dick Turpin’s | 


Ride,” the Louis Hayward starrer. 
Speaking at a banquet which cli- 
maxed a three-day Columbia Con- 
vention, Brown said he was im- 
pressed with the remarkable speed 
achieved right from the start, 
which had been maintained despite 
unpredictable weather. He said he 
hoped to be able to make a com- 
plete picture in Britain. 


Exteriors for “Turpin” are being | 


| 
| 


filmed at Ashridge Park, Ivinghoe 
Beacon and at Rye in Sussex. 


tine president, General Peron, 
stating that it should not go into 
effect since constituting a curb on 
the freedom of ideas contrary to 
all Republican and democratic 
ideals, 

General Peron replied that the 
purpose of the new tax merely had 
been to prevent the introduction 
inte “Argentina. of subversive or 
propaganda material, and that the 
funds so collected would not bene- 
fit the treasury, but would go to 
set up a fund to help Argentine 
creative workers. 
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so Efe it 
MUST BE 
TRADE SHOWN 


IN THEATRES! 

















lost come anyway! 


“Invitations are being 
mailed. If yours gets 


we 








THE BIG TRADE SHOW EVENT OF THE YEAR! 


Only Theatre Screenings can convey the size and 


importance of M-G-°M’s Giant Technicolor Attraction! 
inne Ae sees 


to attend personally! 


You owe 


it to yourself 

















CITY, STATE THEATRE ADDRESS DATE HOUR 
ALBANY, N.Y. Paramount 378 Clinton Ave. 10/2 8:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA, GA. Loew’s Grand 157 Peachtree St., N.E. 9/27 8:00 P.M. 
BOSTON, MASS. Loew’s State 209 Massachusetts Ave.| 10/3 8:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO, NV. Y. Shea’s Buffalo 646 Main St. 10/3 -8:30 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE, N.C, Plaza 1610 Central Ave. 9/28 8:30 P.M. 
CHICAGO, ILL. Monroe 57 West Monroe St. 9/28 8:45 P.M. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO Ridge 6042 het a ea Rd. 9/28 8:30 P.M. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO Loew’s State 1515 Euclid Ave. 9/27 8:30 P.M. 
DALLAS, TEXAS Varsity Snider Plaza 9/28 2:30 P.M. 
DENVER, COL. Santa Fe 974 Santa Fe Drive 9/28 8:30 P.M. 
DES MOINES, IOWA Uptown 4115 University 9/27 8:30 P.M. 
DETROIT, MICH. Globe 3520 Grand River 9/27 8:30 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. oew’s 35 No. Pennsylvania 9/27 8:30 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY, MO. Loew’s Midland 1228 Main Street 10/3 8:15 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. Fine 8556 Wilshire Bivd. 9/28 8:30 P.M. 
MEMPHIS, TENN. Loew’s Palace 81 Union Avenue 10/3 8:00 P.M. 





CITY, STATE 





MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
OMAHA, NEB. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
PORTLAND, ORE. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
SEATTLE, WASH. 





WASHINGTON ,D. C. 


THEATRE ADDRESS DATE HOUR 
Tosa ‘6823 W. North Ave. 10/2 8:30 P.M. 
Granada 3022 Hennepin Ave, 9/28 8:30 P.M. 
Loew’s Poli 23 Church Street 9/27 8:00 P.M. 
Loew’s State 1108 Canali ~ 9/25 8:15 P.M. 


M-G-M Screen Room 
Uptown 

Dundee 

M-G-M Screen Room 
Loew’s Penn 

Esquire 

Loew’s State 

Marlo 

Loew’s Warfield 
Green Lake 

Loew’s Palace 





630 Ninth Avenue 
1212 North Hudson 
4952 Dodge Street 
1233 Summer St. 
6th and Penn. Ave. 
838 N.W. 23rd 

8th and Washington 
1025, East 21st, South 
980 Market Street 
7107 Woodlawn 
1306 F Street, N.W. 








9/27 2:30 P.M. 
9/29 8:30 P.M. 
9/28 8:30 P.M. 
9/28 11:00 A.M. 
9/27 8:30 P.M. 


y, 


Sj 
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ed in a complaint filed by Don 
pone A Inc., operator of the Davis 
theatre, Bossier, La., which/Iooks 
to recover alleged damages total- 
ling $372,000. Charging trade re- 
straints, unreasonable clearances, 
pooling arrangements, blockbook- 
ing and fixing of minimunr admis- 
sions, the plaintiff claims the com- 
panies conspired with the eight 
Paramount-Richards _first-runs in 
Shreveport to the detriment of his 
subsequent-+run house. The charge 
is that Paramount-Richards was al- 
lowed to purchase blocks of films. 
and that more pictures were taken 


in this manner than Richards could | 


use or ever ram This caused a 
loss of earnings in the amount of 
¢124.000, the compaint states, with 
triple this figure asked in damages 
under the anti-trust laws. 


C. E. Overman and A. E. Over- 
man, operators of the Camark the- 
atre, South Salt Lake, name in 
their action Paramount, RKO, Co- 
lumbia, Loew’s, Universal, UA, Fox 
Iniermountain, 20th-Fox, WB, Mon- 
ogram, Selznick Releasing Organ- 
ization, Republic and Eagle-Lion. 
Named as a co-conspirato: in the 
aetion was J. L. Lawrence Thea- 
tres which, with Paramount and 
Intermountain, was said to control 
the first-runs in Salt Lake City. 
The charge is that the Camack was 
given runs 63 days to two years 
late, whereas earlier availabilities 
have been sought from April 4, 
1947, to date. The distributors are 
charged with arbitrarily adopting 
a system of playoffs, admissions 
and clearances to the advantage of 
Lawrence. Total damages of ap- 
proximately $408,000 are de- 
manded. 

In a third action filed by 


$13,130,000 New Trust Suits 


es Continued from Dage 3 


Don | 
George further claims that in 1949 | 
when the Davis operated on a first- | 
run a profit of $21,329 was shown. | 





give first-runs to Danville Enter- 
prises. 

Suit filed in district court in 
Baltimore names the Durkee cir- 
cuit and the eight distributors. 
Plaintiff is Haqmeland Amus. Co., 
operating the Rex theatre, Balti- 
more, and seeks damages of .$750,- 
000. Unreasonable _ clearances, 
price-fixing and conspiracy in 
favor of Durkee are charged in 
the action. Homeland’s attorney is 
Robert Sher, also a former De- 
partment of Justice attorney who 
had been active in film litigation. 


‘COL SETS 8 FEATURES, 
‘SERIAL FOR OCT. LENSING 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Columbia’s_ shooting schédule 
for October calls for eight features 
and one serial, starting with “Dick 
Turpin’s Ride,” a Harry Joe Brown 
production starring Louis Hayward. 
Exteriors for “Ride” were filmed 
‘in England earlier this year. 


Other features on the October 
list are “Two of a Kind,” “Mask of 
the Avenger,” “Hurricane Island,” 
“My True Story,” “Snake River 
Desperadoes,” “The Barefoot Mail- 
|man” and “The Dark Page.” Cliff- 
| hanger is “The Mysterious Island,” 
Sam Katzman production. 














Wm. Farnum Feted 


By Coast Masquers 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
| William Farnum, 72-year-old film 


| pioneer, was presented with the | 


|George Spelvin Award by the 
| Masquers Club at a going-away tes- 
|timonial prior to his departure 
for N. Y., where he will be a 
| Zuest of the Lambs Club at another 


Syd Gross’ Pub-Ad Co. 


-Syd Gross, former advertising- 
publicity director of Film Classics, 
and S. H. Evans, associated with 
Max Fine in lobby displays and 
theatre promotions, have formed 
their own advertising and public 
relations firm. 

The new outfit, Gross & Evans 
Associates, will begin operation in 
N. Y. on Oct. 1. : 


Salesmen Kept In 
Line by Allied 


Des Moines, Sept. 19. 

| Salesmen for the distribs are go- 
| ing to have a tough time wringing 
| gravy out of their expense accounts 
\if exhibs heed Allied. Organiza- 
tion is providing its members with 
forms for recording salesmen’s 
visits and is urging its members to 
keep close check on the calls of the 
film drummers. 

“We feel that the Allied Record 
of Distributor Visits is a very im- 
| portant phase of film buying under 
ithe decree,” Iowa-Nebraska Allied 
has written its members. “You 
|ean’t buy pictures if they are not 
|offered to you, and we say that 
| passing towns and falsifying re- 
ports to the homeoffice and saying 
a town was solicited when it was 
not is certainly defrauding the film 
company stoekholder.” 

Exhib organization further goes 
on to advise members that after 
they have been visited by either a 
salesman or branch manager, they 
should write in the space on the 
form after the company’s name, the 
| date of the visit and the name of 
the distrib rep. It adds: “Should 
|there be any argument about forc- 
| ing pictures or attempting tie-in 
sales on either other features, 
shorts, or news, jot down the facts 
as there is a space for this. It 








} 





will 





| 


Indie Exhibs Slap Two More Suits 


Vs. Chi Majors, $9,300,000 and $1,750,000 





- §cuse Tax Irks Exhibs 


Syracuse, Sept. 19. 

Theatremen are up in arms over 

proposals by the city .council to 
| levy a 5% tax on admissions. A 
| public hearing on the proposed 
/measure has been set for tomor- 
row (Wed.). 

In a full effort to defeat the pro- 
|posals, the exhibs have been run- 
|ning special trailers seeking to win 
| publie sentiment, as well as engag- 
ing in extensive advertising. 


‘GOVT. AIDING RKO LENS 
PIC ON KOREAN FIGHTING 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
RKO is clearing the decks for a 
rush of production on “Operation 
|O,” a tale of the United Nations 
|Army and Air Force activities in 
Korea. Howard Hughes author- 





choff, who returned from Wash- 
ington with assurance of full co- 
operation by the Government. 


| ,Camera crew is on its way to 
'Foert Bragg, N. C., to shoot aerial 
|maneuvers for early sequences in 


'the picture, which will be filmed 





lin Teehnicolor with an _ all-star | 


| cast. 


Par Sales Meet in N. Y. 


Paramount division sales man- 
agers will convene at the N. Y. 
homeoffice Sept. 28-29 with 1950- 
’51 product, sales and merchan- 





ized early production of the pic- | 
ture after a report from Sam Bis- | 


dising problems and general in-| 


McConnell, treble damages of | blowout. 

$1,500,000 are sought by the Con- Masquers part was featured by a 
gress Building Corp., Chicago. De-| Play scripted by Walter Catlett. 
fendants are Metro, Columbia, Par- | Cast consisted of Rhys Williams, 
amount, RKO, 20th, UA, Universal, | Alan Mowbray, Fred Clark, Wally 
WB, Balaban & Katz, WB Theatres | Maher, William Woodson, Dick EI- 
Circuit, RKO Theatres, Chicago liott, Floyd Christy, Raymond Roe 
Orphem Co. and the Winston The- | 4nd Jimmy Lydon. 

atre Corp., charged with attempted 








refresh your memory and 
should the Dept. of Justice want | “% 
information you will have accurate | 5!00- J 
records as to dates, facts, etc.” | A. W. Schwalberg, president of 

Allied of Indiana goes even a_ Paramount Film Distributing, will 
step further. It has advised mem- | preside at the meetings assisted by 
bers to keep track of terms quoted,| E. K. O’Shea, veepee. Division 
terms offered, available date of | heads slated to attend include Gor- 
product and other details. It offers | don Lightstone (Canada), Howard 
to print up forms for members with | Minsky, George A. Smith, Hugh 


dustry conditions up for discus-, 














monopoly and fixing of admissions 
and a system of licensing. The 
complaint states that Congress 
Bidg. has leased the Congress the- 
atre to B&K since 1930, with the 
plaintiff receiving a percentage of 
the gross. The allegation is that 
B&K adopted and maintafmed an 
illegal system of releases of film; 
for the purpose and with the ef- 
fect of diverting patronage from 
the Congress to theatres in which 
the plaintiff did not share 
in gross receipts. 
Ask Curb on Chi System 


Chicago Orpheum is lessee of 
the RKO Palace and Winston is 
lessee of the RKO Grand, both 
first-run houses in Chicago’s loop. 
Tue latter, it was alleged, was not 
ailowed to receive a picture until 
e sht to nine weeks after the loop 
first-run. In addition to the $1,500,- 
000 alleged damages, restraints on 
the Chicago licensing system were 
asked. Representing the plaintiff 


with McConnell is attorney Ben- | 


jamin Wham. ‘ 


Total treble damages of $1,800,- 
000 are demanded by Palmer Park 
Theatre Co., Detroit, which com- 
pains of a urfiform releasing sys- 
tem in that city, conspiracy and 
conditioning of the sale of one 
picture on the licensing of others. 


Defendants in the action are 
United Detroit Theatres, WB, | 
Paramount, Loew’s. UA, RKO, | 


20th, Columbia and Universal who, | 


the complaint also charges, im- 


posed a system of blockbooking, | 
minimum prices and unreasonable | 
in favor of 


runs and clearances 
United Detroit and RKO. Plain- 


tiff operates the Palmer Park the- | 
atre on subsequent-run and covers | 


the period of July 23, 1937, to 
Jan. 1, 1950, in its complaint. 
Palmer Park - attorneys are Ralph 
-- Routier, Samuel Shapero and 
Seymour F. Simn. 

_ Robert L. Wright, ex-prosecutor 
in the Government's suit against 
the companies, now in * private 
practice, is back in action. He’s 
r-presenting two Danville, Va., 


t eatres in a $1,050,000 anti-trust | 


ick on Paramount, Loew’s, WB, 
Sony RKO, UA, Universal, Colum- 
la, United Paramount, Wilby- 
Nincey and Danville Enterprises 
™ the U. S. district court in Wash- 
\ 
1 


‘0 alleges his Lea and North 


Set for ‘Show Boat’ 


s 

William Warfield, Negro bari- 
tone, who returns from a concert 
|tour of Australia Friday (22), has 
+ been inked in by Metro for the role 
|of Joe in Arthur Freed’s forthcom- 
{ing production of “Show Boat.” 
Deal is also cooking for him to play 
de Lawd in Dwight Deere Wiman’s 
| pending revival of Mare Connelly’s 
|**Green Pastures” if a conflict with 
“Show Boat” on dates can be 
' worked out. 
| Warfield made his New York 
stage debut last seaso. in “Re- 
|}gina.” He has also done a num- 
| ber of nitery and opera dates. Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, 
which sponsored singer’s recent 
|tour, extended it from 10 weeks to 
!12 weeks on basis of concert re- 
turns there. 


Gamble in N. Y. 


Ted R. Gamble, head of Gamble 

| Enterprises, arrived in N. Y. on 
' Monday (18) after passing most of 
the summer in Portland, Ore., his 
hometown. 
| During his northwest stay, Gam- 
| ble gave considerable time to his 
post of vice-chairman of the Re- 
publican Finance Committee in 
| Oregon, both on the local and na- 
| tional level. 


List of Banks 


Continued from page 7 


Trust has provided first money for 
a group of six productions for ELC 
|release set up by N. Peter Rath- 
von’s Motion Picture Capital Corp. 
‘It has had as silent partner ip the 
'loans the Detroit National Bank. 
Whether 
money from these sources isn’t 
| certain, since Rathvon is reportedly 
‘unhappy with the ELC distribu- 
jtion. Among the pix was “Destina- 
tion Moon.” 

| Much more deeply involved in 
the affairs of ELC than any of the 
above banks, of course, has been 
Serge Semenenko’s First National 
Bank of Boston and its silent part- 
ners in EL loans, Marine Midland 
;and Bank of Manhattan in New 
‘York. They’ve put up a large 























‘ent company, Pathe Industries, to 


there will be further | 


spaces for this additional .data if 
they desire. 





Legion Condemns 2, 
4 Others Class B 


National Legion of De-ency last 
| week placed two fili.s in its “con- 
|demned”’ category and affixed its 
|Class “B” label on four others. 
|Turned down were’ Republic’s 
“Jungle Stampede” and_ Social 
Guidance Enterprises’ “The Story 
'of Bob and Sally.” Former._was 
lensed in Africa while the other is 
a sexer. 

In objecting to “Stampede,” 
ithe Legion stated that “although 
| this film purports to be document- 
ary and educational in nature, 
nevertheless, the treatment of the 
subject matter (native customs and 
habits) is considered to constitute 





motion picture audiences.” “Bob 
and Sally” was described as un- 
| suitable for presentation in enter- 
| tainment theatres due to its treat- 
'ment of a ‘““‘most objectionable” 
| subject. 

| Quartet of “B’s” included “Out- 


| rages of the Orient” (Bell), “Show- 





down” (Rep), “Three Secrets” 
(WB) and “The Wicked City” 
|(MPSC). “Orient” was said to 


| “Sh to condone immoral actions, 
“Showdown” contained a “sugges- 
| tive sequence” while “Wicked City” 
| has a “low moral tone and sugges- 
| tive costuming.” “Three Secrets” 
/was rapped for reflecting the ac- 
|ceptability of divorce as well as 
'“suggestive dialog and situation.” 





Ohio Censors Busy 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Scene in which Jimmy Cagney 
slaps Barbara Payton with a wet 
towel caused the Ohio censors to 
ban “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” in 
that state. Meanwhile, Columbia’s 
“Prowl Car” is recommended for 
the way it presents the policeman’s 

| side of the crime problem. 





Rotus Harvey Reelected 
San Francisco, Sept. 19. 
Harvey was 





Rotus 


ference of Independent Theatre 
| Owners at the organization’s an- 


a Bhar tes | nual convention here today (Tues.). | 
‘on. Plaintiff is Leonard W. Lea | amount of financing via ELC’s par-| Other officers to serve for the , 


| e ° e 
‘coming year include Ben Levin, 


catres were injured by a con- carry the distribution company and | treasurer, and Mrs. Nathan K, Op- 
much of its earlier product. 


Spiracy among the defendants to 





pie, executive director. 


a serious moral danger to general | 


reelected | 
president of the Pacific Coast Con- 


Owen, James J. Donohue and Duke 

| Clark. Osear Morgan, shorts and 
| newsreel sales chief, also will sit 
| in. 





_ Rites for La Grande, Jr. 


Funeral services are to be held 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at the Heus 
| Funeral Home, Fort Lee, N. J., 
‘for Ensign Frank La Grande, Jr., 
'son of the Paramount executive in 
|charge of eastern and foreign 
| laboratories. 


Ensign La Grande disappeared 
| Feb. 8, 1945, while on an opera- 
| tional flight from the Arlington 
'Naval Auxiliary Air Station. His 
remains were found and identified 
| recently in a wrecked plane in Mt. 
Baker National Forest, state of 
| Washington. His wife, son and his 
' mother are among the survivors. 


Zenith’s Test 











. Chicago, Sept. 19. 
| The major companies and co- 
, defendants were slapped with two 
| new anti-trust aetions in Chicago 
| district court yesterday (Mon.), one 
|of which, the most grandiose of 
such suits in recent months, asks 
total damages of nearly $5,500,000. 
| The second complaint demands al- 
leged damages of over $1,750,000. 
| Plaintiffs in both cases are repre- 
sented by Thomas C. McConnell. 
The $5,500,000 suits throttled the 
Balaban & Katz and Warner Thea- 
| tre Circuits as well as six majors, 
with the circuits accused of violat- 
ing the waiting time proviso of the 
Jackson Park degree. Plaintiff is 
H. Schoenstadt & Sons, indie cir- 
|cuit here, which charges it was 
forced to wait as many as 10 weeks 
before product became available to 
its six cited “C” release houses. 


On ‘C’ Release Schedule 

Suit contends the six indie circuit 
houses, Harper, Hyde, People’s, 
Roxy, Shakespeare, and -Halstead, 
were monetarily injured after the 
customary four-week wait under 
| the “C” release policy. This was 
extended to the point where poten- 
tials of films has been exhausted, 
the complaint charged. Time of 
alleged injury dates from 1933 to 
the present. 

Majors named are Columbia, 

| Paramount, 20th, United Artists, 
| Universal and Warners. 
| In the second anti-trust attack, 
eight majors and seven affiliates 
were hit with a demand for over 
$1,750,000 in triple damages by 
Tower Building Corp. Defendants 
are accused of entering a conspir- 
acy to keep “A” run pix out of the 
southside theatres. Purpose of the 
| sidestepping measures, according 
to the complaint, was to decrease 
b.o. take, and ultimately cut down 
rental payments, which had been 
arranged on a@ divvy basis with 
lessee. Lessee, complaint charges, 
‘has been Balaban & Katz circuit, 
one of the cited defendants, who 
were allegedly attempting to lessen 
their rental payments. 


Charges Illegal Agreement 


On a second count Tower names 
B&K and Warner Theatre Cir- 
cuits, as well as Columbia, Loew’s, 
Paramount, RKO, 20th, and Uni- 
versal, and charges that an illegal 
agreement was entered with a 
rival “A” house, the Piccadilly, to 
play pix ahead of the Tower. The 
two houses are located within com- 
petitive distance on the south 
side. Agreement, it is alleged, 
stems trom a suit settled in 1947 
by the Schoenstadt Circuit with 
the majors: Settlement involved 
reputedly was a pact from which 
the Piccadilly, Schoenstadt flag- 
ship, would be rented films at re- 
duced rental and before other 
nearby houses. Perpetuation of 
agreement, complaint states, has 
injured the Tower in succeeding 
years. 


In addition to those named in 
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novelty factor, the wired-in fee pix 
| will have to be of superior quality 
| than the “free” feature films and 
‘other entertainment now offered 
|on regular teevee channels, it’s 
‘argued, if the test is to be signifi- 
cant. 


| . According to present plans, test 


families will be offered a picture 


'a day for each day of the test. If 
\they wish to view the film on their 
'screen, they'll call the special op- 
/erator to cut in, via the telephone 
line, the impulse which will un- 
|scramble the signal sent out by the 
Zenith transmitter. Clients will be 
charged a dollar for each picture 
‘they select. 

| It was disclosed that the resigna- 
ition of Col. John Howland, who’s 
| been in charge of the Phonevision 
'project for the past three years, 
, was accepted by Zenith prexy last 
week. Howland had been assista.t 
{to McDonald since 1939. 


McDonald also reported last 
wee] that company’s net profits for 
the three months ending July 31 
hit $766,954 compared to $170,954 
for same period a year ago. Radio 
and tele set manufacturing firm is 
/operating as close to capacity “as 
permitted by the critical situation 
on some scarce parts and compo- 
“nents,” topper declared. Produc- 
,tion continues on an allocation 
| basis. : 


the second count, the first charge 
also cites UA, WB, WB Circuit 
management, Chi Orpheum, RKO 
Theatres, and Winston theatre. Of- 
ficials of the Tower Corp. are Wal- 
ter A. Wade, Paul M. Wade and 
Herbert E. Hillebrecht. 











Newsreelers 
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cials in Washington, it is under- 
stood. New shots of Korea, United 
Nations proceedings and notes on 
need for U. S. preparedness were 
substituted for the original ending, 
which showed the Russians moving 
in on various European countries. 


“Farewell” was produced by Ed- 
mund Reek, writt:n by Joe Kenas 
and with special music by Jack 
Shaindlin. Sidney Blackmer and 
John Larkin are the commentators. 


Paramount has “Cassino to Ko- 
rea” ready for re.ease in October. 
An hour length, this draws a par- 
allel between the Italian campaign 
and the fighting in Korea and fea- 
tures actual combat scenes. A. J. 
Richard produced, Edward Genock 
directed and Quentin Reynolds 
does the narration. The material 
came from the Paramount News 
files and the Army Signal Corps, 
with films captured from Italian, 
German and Japanese military 

| photographic units added. 
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Low Brit. Profits 


Cue Anglo -Yank 


Prod.—Sydney Bo 


Spate of Anglo-American co- 
production deals in England is seen 
by Sydney Box, who produces un- 
der the J. Arthur Rank banner, 
for the reason that it is virtually 
impossible to produce in England 
at a profit with no outside inter- 
ests. In N. Y. from London for the 
opening of his latest, “Trio,” rights 
to which are owned in the western 
hemisphere by Paramount, Box 
said yesterday (Tues.) that the 40% 
British tax on grosses plus distri- 
bution fees all but rule out the 
possibility of a profit for the pro- 
ducer in his home territory and 
often he must depend on the for- 
eign market simply to break even. 

Incentive for the U. S. firms, of 
course, is the new monetary pact 
with the British which provides for 
bonuses of earnings remittances 
commensurate with the amount of 
their production investment in 
England. 

Box reported he will make three 
pix at the rate of one every nine 
months and is setting up arrrange- 
ments with U.S., French and Span- 
ish interests to join him in the up- 
coming program. He said he will 
make the three independently, 
rather than for Rank, but the 
Jatter’s distribution organization 
doubtless will handle the releases 
in the eastern hemisphere. He 
said his first will be 
Bridge,” an original by 
Greene which he, Box, will pro- 
duce, direct and adapt in collabo- 
ration with his wife, Muriel. He 
announced he has a deal in work 


with an American company to pro- | 


vide three name players in turn 
for a major part of the western 
hemisphere rights. Also figuring 
in, he related, is a group in Spain 
which will back costs of produc- 
tion in that country. 


Box said he plans a month in 
Connecticut to work on scripts and 
then will leave for a swing across 
the Mexican border to take a few 
atmosphere shots for “Bridge” 
with the help of a small crew of 
Hollywood technicians. Produc- 
tion will start in Spain next April 
with the film to be done in Eng- 
lish and Spanish titles. 

Next two from Box will be “The 
Rest in Silence,” in which he plans 
to be associated with as yet un- 
identified French and American 
companies, and “A Novel Affair,” 
which is intended to be an Anglo- 
U. S. joint production effort. Both 
Stories will be originals by Box 
and his wife, he said. 

Box’s producer’s pact with Rank 
runs through 1951 but he stilf is 
free to do outside work on his 
own, he declared. 











Mayer Speeds 
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mented as to authority and source. 
Most of them were originally com- 
piled by the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and issued in mimeo- 
graphed form. 


Minus a national organization 
through which to work, Mayer and 
his aide, Charles E. McCarthy, are 
forwarding copies to the five ex- 
hibitor organizations in COMPO. 
They are being asked to familiarize 
their members with the material. 
As many additional copies as are 
required will be forwarded the 
members on request. 


Additional copies are being sent 
to other industry leaders, as well 
. as to editors, writers and public 
opinion makers. Aim of the 
pamphlet at this time, according to 
a foreword by Mayer, is to provide 
exhibs with ready material to meet 
locally any charges that pix are 
contributing to delinquency. 


Mayer explains that he is antic- | 
ipating an increase in juve mis-' 


demeanors and crimes during the 
present national emergency, as oc- 


curred during the last war. At 
that time, pix were unjustly 
blamed. 


COMPO exec v.p. points out that 
careful examination of the state- 
ments in the pamphlet indicates a 
whole complex of factors—socio- 
logical, psychological, and physio- 
logical — are responsible for kid 
delinquency. 





| 





Bidding System 


proved variations of the practice 
which could prove more popular. 
Brings Better Rentals 

Distributors in large part admit 
bidding has brought better rentals 
on the top-grossing product but 
often what they gain on the top 
they lose on the bottom, i.e., there's 
little demand for program fare in> 
the bidding areas. Additionally, | 
the added work involved and the 
expense incurred in keeping sepa- 
rate books detract from the at- 
tractiveness of the system. 

Obviously, to avoid placing them- 
selves open to charges of discrimi- 
nation, the companies are com- 
pelled to conduct bids w here com- 
petitive theatremen of equal stat- 
ure demand the same run. For 
this reason, it is felt, bidding is 
likely to persist in “problem” 
localities. However, product splits 
and availability changes have 
proved satisfactory in many areas 
and it’s reported there were no 
“disgruntled old customers.” 

Among the companies discourag- 
ing bids is Paramount, which has 
found that offering product com- 
petitively to the same situations 
two or three times means sufficient 
experience from which to deter- 
mine the best accounts. Paramount 
conducted bidding in over 200 situ- 
ations some time ago; now the num- 
ber is believed to be less than half 
of that. 

There have been no public accu- 
sations made. but some distribution 
executives suggest the possibility of 
collusion among exhibitors in ob- 
taiming pix at low rental through 
the bidding process and this, of 


| course, would go against the grain, 
“Across the | 
Graham | 


too. They hint at a device whereby 
two theatremen could get together 
on which pictures they want, and 
who bids what amount for which. 
The films can come cheaper this 
way if the distributor will hold 
still for it, 

Also, there is the matter of out- 
let security for the film company, 
and, fof that matter, product se- 
curity for the exhib. With bidding, 
the licensing of films has become 
a more or less haphazard affair, 
with buyer not assured of supply 
and seller not certain of the mar- 
ket. 

The original 
bidding by 


complaint against 
theatremen, including 
Theetre Owners of America en 
masse, still persists; the system 
can mean exhibitors being pitted 
against each other in vying for 
product to the financial delight of 
the distributor. In this same vein, 
the pitfall of cverbidding was cited, 
ie., the ambitious theatremen of- 
ifering such high rental that he 
'couldn’t possibly come out on top. 











‘Harvey’ Terms 
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claimed that both the times and 
the situation were different now. 
He pointed out that the spread be- 
tween costs and income had _ be- 
come too small currently to con- 
sider the 70%, plus the fact that 
by paying such terms it would 
open exhibs to similar demands on 
a spate of other pix from various 
companies. ‘ 

Last 70%er was 
Delilah” from Paramount last 
winter. Company guaranteed ex- 
hibs 10% profit, however, and it is 
assumed that U will have to make 
| some similar gesture. Par was in a 
more favorable position than U to 
ask the terms, in any case, be- 
cause of a flock of other big pix 
on its slate immediately following 
“Samson.” 

U is frankly touting “Harvey,” 
made from the Broadway stage | 
hit, as the best picture it has ever | 
released. In anticipation it is mak- | 
ing plans for an international ad- 
vertising-publicity meet next month 
to launch it. Sessions are slated to 
start at the New York homeoffice 
Oct. 5. 

About a dozen key pub-ad men 
from U territories overseas are ex- 
pected. At the conclusion of the 
eastern sessions Oct. 10, they’ll fly 
to the Coast for further talks. 
They’ll be accompanied by Al Daff, 
exec v.p. in charge of foreign, and 
David A. Lipton, national director 
of publicity and advertising. 

Pic will be simultaneously 
screened for press amd exhibs at! 
preems on both coasts Oct. 10.) 
Hollywood showing will be at the | 
Carthay Circle and in New York | 
at the Park Avenue. Film was’ 
sneaked for New York circuit | 
execs at Loew’s 72d Street last! 
, Week, j 

















“Samson and 


“ABP Closing Welwyn 
| Studios; 148 Let Out 


London, Sept. 19. 

Associated British Pictures Corp. 
is closing its Welwyn studios Fri- 
day (22) and will concentrate pro- 
duction entirely at its Elstree plant. 
ABPC board claims that the Wel- 
wyn plant is unecoromic in opera- 
tion and that Elstree can easily 
handle the tompany’s output. 

Folding of Welwyn resulted in 
46 employees being transferred to 
Elstree. Some 148 others were dis- 
missed. Reaction of trade unions 
to ABPC’s step is expected to be 
bitter. 











| UN's Prod. 
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Indiana governor, who came into 
the situation at the behest of Miss 
Pickford, obviously without full 
realization of its manifest com- 
plexities, is reportedly set to take 
a governmental post that will give 
him an out. 

Rumors that the entire regime 
would walk out on their option— 
which has been variously reported 
to run until Dec. 31, 1950, or Dec. 
31, 195l—grow out of other ru- 
mors that they have found them- 
selves powerless to improve the 
UA situation and so see no future 
in building up to a buyout of the 
company at an agreed-upon price 
of $5,400,000—generally conceded 
to be far in excess of its worth. 

Only visible bright spot is a 
production unit which has been 
set up by Coast agent Edward 
Sherman and lawyer Max Fink 
with the idea of siphoning through 
it all picturemaking of indies fer 
UA release. Sherman and Fink 
came into New York from the 
Coast over the weekend and hud- 
dled with McNutt and McNamee 
Monday and yesterday. They are 
said to be slated to present their 
plan to the meeting with Chaplin 
and Miss Pickford today. 


They reportedly have all the 
coin they need and have been busy 
setting up package deals with pro- 
ducers, directors and actors. Those 
familiar with similar schemes in 
UA’s 30-year past are taking a 
healthy ‘“show-me” attitude re- 
garding the Sherman-Fink plan. 
Sherman is a longtime friend of 
McNamee’s and was called in 
shortly after the latter took over 
as prexy. 

The production coin that the 
new unit is said to have available 
would mean little in any case if 
the McNutt group is unable to 
scrape together $750,000 to $1,000,- 
000 in operating capital. Company 
is losing coin every week and is 
shortly going to be dropping more 
as it begins to run out of product. 
Present supply won’t last beyond 
February even if it were all deliv- 
ered. That means a tong hiatus in 
releases, even if a new batch of 
pix went into production at once. 
None of UA’s regular producers 
except Robert Stillman, is starting 
any new pix. 

Chaplin, who gave the new 
group an option on his half-inter- 
est in the company, reportedly 1s 
coming to the meeting primed to 
ask pertinent questions concern- 
ing performance on promises which 
won the McNutt trio their option. 
Those who know him, however. 


| doubt that Chaplin is one to issue 


ultimatums or behave like a pros- 
ecuting attorney. Expectation gen- 
is that the meeting may 
come and go without much more 
light publicly shed on the UA 
operation than in the past. 





Shift Sears’ UA Suit 
To N.Y. Federal Ct. 


Suit brought by United Artists 
distribution chief 
against the. company has 
moved from New York supreme 
court to Federal district court on 
petition of UA. As a result, com- 
pany has received an extension un- 
til Friday (22) of the 20-day period 
in which it must answer Sears’ 
complaint. 

Sears, former prexy of the com- 
pany, is demanding about $20,000 
in back salary which was held out 
after the new management group 
came in July 11 and until Sears 
returned to work two weeks ago. 
He was convalescing from a heart 
attack during that period. UA is 
making a counterclaim that Sears 
was paid about $6,000 in advance 
on his $2,500 weekly salary and 
expense account. 

Sears is repped by attorney Abe 
Bienstock, 


| 


j 
| 


e “J e 
Inside ‘Stuff—Pictures 
Gloria Swanson was paid $1,000 a week by Paramount during the 
| lengthy tour which she completed last week on behalf of “Sunset Boule- 


vard,” in which she is starred. 


In addition to salary, she was provided 


| with the services of a maid and a private secretary, and was escorted 
/on the tour by Par flack Marie Van Slyke. . 

Entire tour cost the company about $75,000. It was part of an overall 
| publicity-advertising-exploiting expenditure of about $350,000 on the 


pic. 


Par execs figure the cost very moderate in that the tour and other 


| publicity-advertising took a picture the b.o. value of which was cone 
sidered uncertain and helped turn it into a probable $3,000,000 or bet- 
| ter grosser. 


‘enough to turn his back upon his 


Grad _ Sears | 
been 





Stressing the “community service” qualities of Metro’s Pete Smith 
short, “Wrong Way Butch,” the Motion Picture Assn. of Amerjca is 
urging exhibitors to book the pic, which deals with industrial safety. 
MPAA veepee Francis S. Harmon, who sent letters to some 1,000 the- 
atremen this week, emphasized that the short is the “type of film for 


which leaders in your community . 


. . will express appreciation.” Har- 


mon letter, incidentally, is part of a special promotional campaign 
being undertaken jointly by MPAA and Metro to whip up interest in 


the subject. 





British affiliates of Warner Bros. last week negotiated a deal whereby 


the studio acquired film rights to 
“The Master of Ballantrae.” 


Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic, 


Inasmuch as the novelist died in 1894, his 


works are in the public domain in the U. S. However, some European 
countries grant longer copyright protection and that accounts for the 


necessity for Warners to buy the screen rights to “Ballantrae.” 


Pur- 


chase used up a portion of the firm’s frozen British pounds. Company 
will further defray its pound credits by shooting the picture in Britain. 





Recurrent morning fogs have created havoc with the shooting sched- 
ule at Universal-International, where double calls have been issued on 


three pictures for more than a week. 
troupe will shoot outdoor scenes if the weather permits. 


actors switch to interiors. 


A double call means that the 
If not, the 


Pictures involved are “Lights Out,” ‘‘Pris- 
oner of War” and “Bedtime for Bonzo.” 


They are rynning out of in- 


terior sequences and may have to halt shooting unless the California 


sun starts hitting on all cylinders. 





Following through on its series of campaign meetings, RKO Theatres 
has issued to all managers special memorandum booklets which provide 


space for listing “daily milestones’ 


day during the circuit’s three-month 


and tips on promotions for each 
business drive which begins Oct. 1. 


Footnoting the daily reminders on business boosting are campaign 
slogans, such as “Make Every Day Pay Off at Your Boxoffice.” 




















will prove inconclusive,” he added, | 
“due to the clause permitting the | 
subscriber to avoid payment for 
the Phonevision service.” Rem- 
busch quoted the clause as read- 
ing: 

“It is agreed that, in the event 
you do not make payment of our 
bills for Phonevision subscriptions 
within the time above specified, 
we, ateour election, may remove 
from your home any TV set and 
Phonevision~ decoder installed 
therein by us, or any Phonevision 
decoder we may have installed in 
your TV set; and on our direction, 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., | 
under such circumstances, shall) 
have the right to remove from 
your home the connection above, 
mentioned, including the special 
leased telephone wire provided for 
the test. Such removal of our 
equipment and the special tele-. 
phone connection shall constitute 
the only penalty for your failure 
to make payment of our bills, and. 
we agree to take no legal action 
to collect such bills and we waive 
any right to enforce 
thereof.” 

According to Rembusch, any 
subscriber under this clause ‘‘can. 
order all of the Phonevision! 
movies he wants without any legal 
obligation on his part to pay for 
the service.” Such a precedent in 
selling Phonevision to the public 
without any liability on the part 
of the subscriber to pay for serv- 
ice used, sets up a pattern of giv-| 
ing film away on _ Phonevision. 
“Under these conditions,” Rem-| 
busch said, “the Allied TV com-' 
mittee cannot help but wonder if 
any producer would be fool-hardy | 


payment | 


regular customers, the exhibitors, 
and sell his film for Phonevision 
use.” 





Probe High Equipment Prices 
Franklin, Ind., Sept. 19. 
High prices for theatre equip- 
ment will be probed by Allied 
States Assn. of Motion Pictures 
Exhibitors at the organization’s na- 
tional convention in Pittsburgh Oct. | 
2-4. Cost of necessities such as 
carpeting, projection heads and' 
other material has leaped fantas- 
tically in the last few years, ac-. 
cording to a flock of complaints 
which have been received here by 
National Allied prexy Trueman T. | 
Rembusch. 


_ As a possible means of eliminat- | 
ing “unbridled profiteering” by | 
manufacturers of theatre equip- | 


/ment and supplies, Rembusch re- | 


vealed that the Pittsburgh conclave 


will consider establishing a co-op. | 


| 


Such a proposal was made three 


300%. 


Allied Scoffs at Phonevision | 
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North Central Allied, and NCA 
exec secretary Stanley Kane. 
They’re said to be bringing to next 
month’s meet all background info 
required before the step is taken. 

Among squawks received by 
Rembusch is a blast from Abe Ber- 
enson, director of Allied Theatre 
Owners of the Guif states. Beren- 
son charges that the price of car- 
pet has spiralled*from $3.25 a yard 
in 1947 to the current $9.60 per 
yard. He also rapped the practice 
of some mills in discontinuing pat- 
terns since it prevents the exhib 
from securing essential yardage to 
repair worn spots. 

Turning to another field where 
abuses allegedly prevail, Berenson 
asserts that despite the reduction 


in the amount of moving parts in 
| projection heads and a correspond- 


ing decrease in manufacturing costs 
these necessities have been sub- 


| jected to a “terrific” price increase. 
| Mark-ups 


in theatre equipment 
merchandising, he claims, run from 
a minimum of 100% to as high as 
A National Allied co-op, he 
maintains, would “eliminate the 


, terrific profiteering in the theatre 


equipment and supply field.” 


Mochrie To Speak 


Meanwhile, the program for 
Allied’s Pittsburgh convention 
is rounding out with the addition 
of Robert Mochrie, RKO sales 
chief, to the list of guest speakers. 

Others slated to address the con- 
clave include Arthur L. Mayer, ex- 


| ecutive vice-president of the Coun- 


cil of Motion Picture Organizations, 
and cowboy star Gene Autry. Lat- 
ter is to answer the storm of ex- 
hibitor criticism of his television 
production activities. William F. 
Rodgers, Metro sales veepee, is 
also due to speak. 





'Strassberg Upped To 


Pub. Mgr. at ELC 


Steve Strassberg, formerly writ- 
ing features for Eagle Lion Class- 
ics’ ad-pub department, was upved 
this week to publicity manager. 
Prior to joining ELC, he served as 
assistant ad-pub director at Tilm 
Classics. 

Headed by Leon Brandt, ELC 
publicity staff now includes Ruth 


Cosgrove, who will handle national 
magazines, columns, radio and TV, 
as well as Phil Cowan, who covers 
newspapers, trades and syndicates. 

Spot which Strassberg assumed 
had been left vacant by the recent 
Eagle Lion-Film Classics merger. 
Former incumbent, Leo Brody, 
shifted to producer-film financier 


years ago by Benny Berger, prez of |N. Peter Rathvon as ad-pub rep. 
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High on the Warner Bros. list of ascending | 
stars is Ruth Roman. She is now being 
starred with Eleanor Parker and 
Patricia Neal in “THREE SECRETS” 


(United States Pictures Production) 
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Exhibs Oppose 
COMPO Probe 
Of Theatremen 


Efforts to stave off a dispute 
between the Theatre Owners 0 


America and tiie Council of Mo-}),+6 husband). 


tion Picture Organizations over 
COMPO’s announced plans for a 
comprehensive survey of exhibitors 
and their activities will be exerted 





‘Oh, Susanna’ Owners Mitchell at Work On 


Warn Rep on Title 


Republic, which announced a 











Briefs From the Lots 


; ¢ ago its lan to Hollywood, Sept. 19. | by former Paramount advertising- 
— Pag of “Golden Tide”| Paul C. Vogel, set as camera- | publicity chief Curtis Mitchell, is 
to “Oh! Susanna,” has been put on, man on M-G’s “Go For Broke,” to | at work on a documentary depict- 








‘of film producer Lester Cowan), | 


'Florence Ryerson and the estate | 


f| of Colin Clement (Miss Ryerson’s | Which Pirosh, since elevated to di-| 1. Gistributed in both 16m and 


ice bj ney the be directed by Robert Pirosh,| ing a program of community pro- 
ee ne on et nama of that | marks teaming of two Academy | tection and individual survival in 
COpyTign owners fe | Award winners. Vogel won his t i. Mitchell 
title. They are Ann Ronell (wife | 'd-whit eebne the event of atomic war. e 
Oscar for black-and-white p announced the film, titled “The 


graphy of “Battleground,” for! Peects of the Atom Bomb,” will 


iP ogee, Se Sear ae. 35m to theatres, television stations, 
Rep has also been sent letters | poke,” tale of the rodeo circuit, to| Clubs and organized groups on a 

by counsel for Samuel French, | pe produced by the Wald-Krasna non-profit basis. 

which publishes and handles sale | combination for RKO, starting Nov. Mitchell said he is currently 

f performing rights for the Ro-|] .. . Bart Sheridan swung over! consulting with the Department of 





a Meideaw (22) 2eti of ; 0 : : rc) : 
mene Seay tes) Ss ee nell-Ryerson-Clement musical, aS| from RKO’s research department} Defense, National Resources Se- 


TOA and COMPO representatives. 
A small group to sit in informal 
session on the matter will include 
Gael Sullivan, TOA’s executive di- 
rector, and Arthur L. Mayer, execu- 
tive vice-president of COMPO. 
Sullivan stated here yesterday 
(19) that on the basis of talks he 
has had with the TOA membership 
he feels that about only 5% would 
be willing to answer the COMPO 
cuestionaire. He said theatremen 
traditionally have had a desire for | 


privacy and for this reason many merger of the approximately 100 ‘ 
of those with whom he has dis-| houses of the RKO chain into the Forrest's father in 
cussed the subject are “violently”! Trans-Lux circuit of 14 theatres.} Dust” at Metro. 
| Brandt is 


opposed to it. 
Sullivan indicated there might be 
more likelihood of success for the 


survey if some of the questions | Trans-Lux would buy at about $8 Rhonda Fleming . .. Janice Rule 


well as by William Morris office, /to function as news editor on spe-| curity Board, Mobilization Unit of 
the authors’ agents. They claim un- | cial projects for. the 2 oe 'the Department of Commerce and 
fair competition. bows “° PE ngs Fr og oP ag UL | othér government agencies on the 

rince nde “+ subjeet matter. He added that the 


. . . George Bricker turned in a| : , “ 
screenplay on “Roadblock” at RKO| film will be a pictorial presenta- 








| 

Brandt Burn original for Sam Bischoff ... King|in the recent book, “The Effects 
| Bros. are tossing their profits from | of the Atomic Bomb.” 
|“Southside 1-1000” into their new | 
timism at the moment than there| King Bros. Productions, Inc. 
has for some time. | which tees off next month with 

Negotiations have been for aj “Drums in the Deep South. | 
William Demarest will play Sally | 
“Excuse My 
et . - Bruce Bennett | cations have been so great, the 
Trans-Lux | draws a Civil War cofonel’s com-/ gea}s fall through before the long 
holds| Mission in the Pine-Thomas, D¥0-! time has passed that it takes to 
RKO. duction, “The Last Outpost, co- | complete them. 
seating. Renee = Seegen - 80 Building, when it was erected in 
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Par Loan 


———- Continued from page 4 





principal 
and Hughes 
interest in 


stockholder 
controlling 





planned to be put to exhibitors) a share the 929,000 shares (repre-| -hitts from Broadway to Burbank | 1926, cost $16,000,000, including 


} 


were to be deleted. 








Admish Hike 


Continued from page 5 Sam | 
. } 








“I think any across-the-board rise | Government anti-trust consent de-| caleuiin dea ts be bend onl still 
Exhibitors | cree to divorce his theatres from | the newspaper strip. 
must analyze each house and each | the production-distribution end of 
situation, and depend upon past | the company by Jan. 1. There have | cay "inal Gem taller holes in|ed by the Prudential 
He must also evaluate | heen some reports that he would | Eile Prince Who Was a Thief,”| Co. 

Elizabeth, N. J., for in-| allow this deadline to pass and| girected by Rudy Mate at UI ,..| a wholly-owned Par subsid. The 
Ross Hunter switches from thesp| $7,000,000 mortgage runs for 20) 
Edward | years from Sept. 13, 1950, while | 
Alperson’s “The Sword of Monte¢/ fhe $2,000,000 note is for 10 years | tal dates for roadshowing and if 


would be disastrous. 


experience. 
his town. 


stance, has recently gone through a | jnstead of selling the stock would | 
It would be absolute | Jet it pass into the hands of ajto dialog director on 
suicide to raise prices there now. | court-appointed trustee. 


long strike. 


On the other hand, Camden, N. J., | 
has reopened its shipyards and is 
humming. An exhibitor who didn’t | 
take advantage of the free money | 
there would be a sucker.” 


Pattern of admission fee ad-) 
vances during the war and post-| 
war years has been very mixed. | 
Some theatres have pushed prices 
up considerably during the past 
five years, while others have ad- | 
vanced very little or not at all. | 
And until this summer’s strength- | 
ened business tone, there was a 
definite downward slfie from the | 
peak hit in early °49. 


| senting 24%) in the RKO circuit | onder a term contract at Warners,|the land. 
‘held by Hughes. Trans-Lux would | ctarting with “Goodbye My Fancy.” |peak real estate market a few 


| Hughes. 


any other basis. 


Its value during the 


then offer to buy on the open! |. Peter Thompson, former Metro| years later was put at $17,000,000. 
market the shares of anyone else | eontractee, signed by Columbia for; Par would jump at $12,000,000 
on the same terms being offered | “Fort Savage Raiders.” . . . Scotty | now and is quite anxious to get rid 
| Beckett and Jimmy Lydon will play | of the building as soon as possi- 

ation of a/ the roles or Corky and wm IN| ble, despite the 3%%-year leeway 
Gasoline Alley, first of two remaining to it under the 


decree. 


Hughes is under oblig 


| Tony Curtis and Piper Laurie | Insurance 


to the 1501 Broadway Corp., 


from Sept. 1, 1950. 

United Paramount circuit, the 
| decree-born independent version 
|of the former Paramount chain, 
| holds a 25-year lease on the the- 
atre property, effective Jan. 1, 
1950. 


It is understood that that is | Carlo.” 
highly unlikely, however, since it | 
would 


materially decrease the) “< 
sales value of the shares. In that) 
case, anyone desiring to buy them! Justice Dept. 














> } 
would be unable to negotiate di- || Continued from page 3 


rectly for management control of 











that anyone would want them onj|With the Universal output divided. 


Atomic War Documentary 


and started work on an untitled| tio of many of the facts included | 


Variety Club's 
¢ Plaque to Stein 


Toronto. 

For first time in 22-year history 
of the Variety Club, the annual 
Citation Award was presented to a 
member tent outside the U. S., 
when the plaque was given Morris 
Stein, Famous Players (Canadian) 
exec, and Chief Barker of Toronto 
Tent 28, in recognition of the ese 
tablishment of Variety Village, 
| which is now aiding 30 boys. 

With some 600 members of show 
| biz at the Royal York hotel, largest 
| hostelry in the British Empire, the 
| Sshowmen were greeted by several 
| Canadian government officials and 
|the mayor. They lauded the 
| $300,000 investment in Variety 
Village ‘and the work the Toronto 
j tent is doing for crippled young- 
| Sters. Visiting Variety Club heads 
were Mare Wolf, International 
Chief Barker; Jack Beresin, and 
Nat Golden. 








Toledo Tent Runs Station’s Preem 
Toledo. 

Week-long civic celebration start- 
ing Sept. 17, marking opening of 
new $4,000,000 Union station here, 
got a big boost from members of 
Tent No. 30, Variety Club of To- 
ledo, which was in charge of entere 
tainment for the event. Marvin 
Harris, manager of the Paramount, 
Toledo, was head of the Variety 
Club committee lining up the 
vaudeville entertainment. 

Six Hollywood personalities were 
due in to participate, including Tim 
Holt, George Murphy, Mitzi Gay- 
nor, Marta Toren and William 





The $9,000,000 loan was provid- | 


| 


Holden. 








‘Cyrano’-UA 


Continued from page 5 = 














; 3 UP additionally has a 25-| 
the company—and it is unlikely|and 20th-Fox pix going to RKO,| year lease on its offices on the| 
: 12th floor of the Par building. Par | 
Indication is that the Depart-| itself holds a 25-year lease from! 


they look profitable, policy will be 
carried out on a wide basis. 

Set so far are the Bijou. N. Y., 
where the Jose Ferrer-starrer will 
preem Nov. 23, and the Fine Arts, 
Los Angeles, where it will open at 
about the same time. The other 
two engagements will be in Chicago 
and New Orleans. There'll be in 
addition a world preem in Puerto 


That’s the only reason the Trans-| ment will urfdertake to upset the|its subsid, 1501 Broadway Corp., | Rico, but it is not certain whether 


Lux group retains any optimism | alleged booking procedure when it | on its six floors of office space in 
at all after the long delays. They| proposes a divorcement schedule the building. 
feel certain that Hughes will sell|and divestiture program against 


Bulk of the coin is being used | 


that will be roadshown or not. 
“Cyrano” will be the initial ef- 
fort at roadshowing since two pix 


and that the pressure on him is|the three remaining major defend-| at once to pay off an $8,000,000 loan | — under that plan last year, 


|increasing as time passes. They’re | ants in the trust action to the N. Y.| negotiated in May from Bankers 
With the situation thus so con-| irked, however, by the suspicion | court. 
fused, it becomes obvious that no that he’s still not ready to make 


Trust Co., N. Y. ‘That had a term 
Since RKO already has stepped | of seven years and was for the 


general pattern of increases can| a deal until he taps every other) out of the litigation by way of the | same purpose of facilitating sale of 


apply now. First movement be- 


fore any general offensive toward | shares. 


a hike will be the equivalent of ! 
what military men term “‘straight- 
ening of the line.” That means 
that some of the indirect dips in, 
prices that have occurred recently | 


will be eliminated. They have in-| — Continued from page 4 sibly similar restraint on booking 


cluded such maneuvers as special, UA is clear under two separate | by Loew’s. = 
balcony prices, extension of hours | ¢lauses, 


possible outlet for his theatre| consent decree route and is no|the property. New loan is merely 
longer subject to any new edicts of | an arrangement on a longer. term 
the court, it has become apparent | and more economical basis. 















‘Ts ’ 
Titan Owners of product to the two N. Y. cir- 
cuits by the three majors and pos- 





that the Department has in mind 
Petrillo OK 


proposals of limitations on the sale 
Continued from page 3 








“Titan” producers can’t The Department is represented | gross receipts for the AFM record- 


during which lower than the full) arrange another release until they |a$ feeling that it has something |ing trust fund. If such an agree- 


price prevails and special chil- | get their prints. 


dren’s tickets. 


quickly reverted to their original | 
scales. They’ve found that a nickel | 
or so reduction has 


attraction and that their grosses ally supervise the distribution. 


have slipped in direct ratio to the 
amount of their price slash. 


original figure. 


price is. 


monthly figure based on the query: 


“How much did you pay the last  Tation was $20,000. Of that sum, | Motion Picture Centre is involved. ki film is released for television. 


time you attended a theatre?” Fig- | $3,000, representing an_ overcall, ; j 
~ | was returned to the backers, plus | project, Chester said he plans to |!egal right to strike once such 


ures include all taxes. 

A peak of 48.8c was hit in Feb- | 
urary and March, 1949, and there 
has been a fairly steady decline 
since then. July, 1950, average, 
latest for which there are statistics | 
available, was 46c. Average for | 
the second quarter of the year was | 
46.6c. 

The Gallup query, however, 
reflects more than average admis- 
sion price. It might indicate more | 
accurately than actual change of 
price a change in theatregoing 
habits. In other words, the fee 


} 


because he has gone in the after- | 


noon rather than the evening or rator. 


because he has gone to a sub- 


theatre 


| 


dience Research, Inc., publishes 4 


'der which they ended their pact | cree with Schine Theatres, Glovers- 

Many theatres which have tried was one permitting them to do so| ville, N. Y., which is enjoined from 
actual, direct admission cuts have if UA’s special roadshow unit was | booking 50% of the majors’ prod- | proposals to make so that members | 
several | uct in situations where competitive /|can share in the added revenue |_ 


It has ,a limited partnership basis, simi-|tice Dept. was in the form of com- 
been senseless, therefore, to con-|lar to that of a Broadway legit | munications to all the distributors 
tinue and the admittance tap has | show. 
been quickly boosted back to its | noel to the producers) are Robert | records, excluding rentals, with the 
| Flaherty, 

As in most other facets of exhi-| Ralph Alswang. There are 21 lim- 
bition, there are no reliable statis- | ited partners (who put up coin for 
tics on what the average admission | 
Dr. George Gallup’s Au- | ?t 


Carnegie, N. Y., which was set by| but the producer holds an option |for its members. SAG could ask 


, and claims that on some of the 18 


paid the last’ time the respondent | oo in it, but is recreation of | make p.a.’s in conjunction with the | Vision use. Feeling around Holly- 


Went to a theatre might be down | paintings, sculpture and architec. | today (Wed.). 


First clause un-|0f a precedent in its consent de-| nont is reached, the film studio 
guilds and unions will have similar 





abandoned—as it was 
weeks ago. 


ing equitable revenue for them. : 
N. Y. investigation by the Jus-|Cal Stage Employees, for example, 
has also suggested a trust fund, 
and a spokesman disclosed that the 
IA has a pretty complete file on 
its members, showing who worked 
on what picture. List probably 
could be brought up to date easily 
== by checking back payrolls. 


buying U. S. rights and preparing Of the other unions involved, 


| 
for release), with the largest Hal Chester femgel ly erd : moa me = 
——_ investment $5,100. Continued from page 7 - “e- a —_— a at 
xpended for rights and prepa- producers must notify S: efore 


Pic’s ownership was set up on 





General partners (equiva-| asking for copies of their booking 


Robert Snyder andjtwoN. Y. circuits. 























In event of consummation of the | Under the pact, the Guild has the 
10% of their investment. That’s| roll “The Highwayman” Nov. 15 as | D0tification is received — which 
all they have received. It came/the initialer. Story, by Alfred | gives the thesp union a bargaining 
out of a lengthy run at the Little| Noyes, is owned by Allied Artists | Point in seeking additional coin 


the owners themselves prior to|on it. Second venture, he added, | for a duplication of the original 
making the UA deal. will be “The Mad Dog,” a yarn | Salary for each thesp, a basic sal- 
UA received a 35% distrib fee | based upon the exploits of the late |4ry for each member of the cast, 
New York gangster, Vincent Coll. | or a recurring compensation based 
engagements ad costs and over-|Two of the annual quartet would |0n the number of times the film 
head were higher than rentals. Pic| be in color with the balance in| Was televised. 
was filmed by a Swiss group in| black and white. Screen Directors Guild and 
Italy in 1938 and was recut and| Chester, along with Duryea and |Screen Writers Guild also will have 
soundtracked by the three U. S.! Miss Storm, planed to Washington |something to say to producers when 
general partners. It has no hu-! yesterday (Tues.), where they'll | old films are released for tele- 


1 








ichelangelo’s life by showing his preem of “Underworld” at Keith’s; wood is that the situation may 


ture. Frederic March is the nar- peared in behalf of the pic in Prov- | particularly in view of Petrillo’s | 
| 


It won an award last week | idence, Readifg and Wilmington. |recent announcement that he was | 
from the City College of New Tour closes in Buffalo next week, ‘mulling a bid from a producer who 


' Coast. to re-release for telebeaming. | 





Another clause pro- houses are desirous of taking some derived from their work. | 


provided no | vided that Lazarus must person-| of the films and are capable of pay-| | 1 ational Ailiance of Theatri- | 


Trio already has ap- come to a head before too long, ly 


hey were “Jolson Sings Again” 
and “Joan of Arc.” The Columbia 
entry hit so much exhib opposition 
that the policy was abandoned 
when less than 100 dates were 
played. RKO stuck it out with 
Walter Wanger’s “Joan,” but the 
pic failed to show any real draft, 

George Glass, associate pros 
ducer on “Cyrano” and pub-ad v.p, 
for Kramer Productions, is due in 
New York from the Coast today 
(Wednesday) to confab on the pub-_ 
licity and ad campaigns on the pic, 
He'll be east about 10 days hud- 
dling with Schaefer, his own east- 
ern pub-ad chief, Myer P. Beck, 
and United Artists officials. 
Kramer will be east with the print 
Oct. 15. 


Lopert-Korda 


Continued from page 5 


Although the two deals are 
separate, it is believed that an exe 
change is involved of returns on 
the American showings of the 
Korda pix for the rights Korda has 
acquired on “Women.” 

“Hoffman,” based on the Jacques 
Offenbach music, has recently been 
completed for Korda by Michael 
Powell and Emeric Pressburger. 
They produced “Red Shoes.” “Out- 
cast” is a Carol Reed pic. He has 
been in the Dutch East Indies this 
summer shooting backgrounds and 
begins studio work shortly. 

“Women Without Names” wag 
directed by Geza Radvanyi and 
Stars Valentina Cortese, Francoise 
Rosay and Simone Simon. It’s a 
tri-language pic that has been 
dubbed so that about 60% is 
French, the rest English and 
Italian. Another version has 60° 
English dialog with 20° French 
and 20% Italian. Picture. which 
won David O. Selznick’s “Golden 
Laurel” Award at the Venice Film 
Festival, is expected to preem in 
the U. S. around the first of the 




















ear. 
Whi'e abroad Lopert shopped 
around for fresh foreign product 


| and acquired a Julien Duvivier 


film, “The Kingdom of Heaven,” 


for the American market. 




















































































$$ 


es Pd RI ORC Stine ae 


En ee 


STI. 





























Wednesday, September 20, 1950 


VARIETY _ , 19 








it is repeating ¢ ‘over and 

"over the drawing power 

_ithas demonstrated at 
its record- breaking run at 
Radio City Music Hall. . 












i “Union Station,” due soon 
is “sock entertainment” 
says Hollywood Reporter. 
- It recalls Paramount 

: suspense classics like 

. “Big Clock and "Sorry, 


Mf: 


Book The Industry Short For Disabled 
American Veterans — “On Stage Everybody” 























a2 29.4, 


. Flynn, Humphrey hogart 
| and Kirk Douglas, 
: introduces his newest 
find in “Dark City.” He 
_ is Charlton Heston 
_ who, Film Daily says, 
"is one of most ve in 

- the last five years” 
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NEW YORK 


James R. Grainger, Republic dis- 
tribution topper, returned to home- 
office Monday (18) after four-week 
trip to Chicago, San Francisco, Los ; 
Angeles and Denver exchange 
areas. 

Edward Dowden, Jr., succeeding 
Jerry Dale as assistant to Jock 
Lawrence, U. S. press rep for J. 
Arthur Rank. He was formerly 
with Eagle Lion Classics. Dale 


leaves for a month’s vacation in 
Europe next Wednesday (27) and 
will reveal plans on his return. 


Al Margolies, who recently part- 


nered with Max Rosenberg in aj 
foreign and reissue outfit, doing 
his own English sub titling on the 
German-made Marlene Dietrich- 


starrer, “Blue Angel.” It'll be 
ready Oct. 1. 

Arbitration in the case of Elm- 
wood Theatre Corp. of Bridgeport 
vs. Loew’s et al., has been pushed 
back to Oct. 4 by Jay Emanuel, 
who will sit arbitrator. Pro- 
ceedings will be held at the Amer- 
ica Arbitration Assn. headquarters 
in N. Y. 

Harold Graf, formerly assistant 
manager of J.oew’s Orpheum, N. Y., 
appointed acting manager of cir- 
cuit’s Bedford, Brooklyn, replacing 
Buddy Neustein, resigned. 


as 


CHICAGO | 


Change of policy has gone into 
effect at Roseland theatre. House, 
recently playing “C” release, will 
go into “A” pix with double bill 
of “Three Little Words” and ‘‘My 
Friend Irma.” 

Harry and Elmer Balaban gave 
up their lease on the Roundup 
theatre. House, which shows all 
western pix, has been taken over 
by the Bland chain. 

Six Great-States theatres, which 
had shuttered during the summer, | 
have reopened. No immediate 
policy changes are in the offing, | 
according to Dave Wallerstein, cir- | 
cuit topper. Houses are in Joliet, | 
Aurora, Kankakee, Waukegan, 
Bloomington, and South Bend. 

Double Drive-In, first ozoner to 
operate in Chi city limits, will con- 
tinue to function on temporary in- 
junction. Continuance of hearing 
is set for Sept. 26 in Chi Federal 
Court. Ozoner currently is paying 
no amusement tax. 

Success here of “Treasure 
Island” has slated pic for 18 day- 
and-date 





crag | 
A”’ releases. 


PHILADELPHIA | 


William Goldman, indie film 
chain operator who recently en- 
tered the legit field with his 


Erlanger here, has been named to 
city’s board of theatrical censors 
by Mayor Samuei. 

Dave Moliver launched a new 
gimmick, Auction Night, to up 
business in his string of nabes. 

Sol Blumberg, who owns a string 
of five indie nabes, has gone into 
the television business. Blumberg 
launched his career as a TV distrib 
with a three-day showing of his 
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4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 


Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 








Round 
Trip Special 


1 STOP 
each 


CALIFORNIA $80 2c, 


Fly Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $88 


Miami $35 non-stop Chicago $24 
Plus Tax 


Bly ri AMERICAN 
‘ST KIRLINES 


Make your advance reservations now! 


BRyant 9-6492 


503 Sth Ave. (at 42 St.), Suite 100 


——————— 


UL 5.3888 Hotel St. George 
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Free Ticket Delivery irregular Flights 
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BW NAPA VALLEY 


CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

















From “Beaulieu”... the de Latour 
estate in Napa Valley, California, 
come several of the world’s fine 
wines. Try this BV claret from 
tare Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. - 


Beaulieu Vineyard + Rutherford, Calif. 


|, Korean crisis. 


| with 
If other distributors fail to follow 


new product at Broadwood Hotel. 


The Felt interests have leased 
their Adelphia theatre (W. Philly) 
to John Fried. 


DENVER 


Courtesy plaques, awarded for 
the best mannered staffs for the 
hast six months, were awarded by 
Frank H. Ricketson, Fox Inter- 
mountain Theaters prexy, to Helen 
Spiller, manager of Esquire, Den- 
ver: and to city managers Ed 
Nelson, Montrose, Colo.; Elmer 
Haines, Sidney, Neb., and Andy 
Sutherland, Pocatello, Idaho. 

Salesman Moz Burles quit Para- 





In near Stephanville, 


and has | 


moved from Crosbyton to assume | 


operation of them. 


ST. LOUIS 


Tom Edwards, Farmington, Mo., 
called meeting of MPTOA of East- 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois 
to formulate plans for annual con- 
clave to be held here Nov. 13-14. 

The Royal, Royalton, IIL, recent- 
ly acquired by Mrs. _Dorothy 
Lingenfelten, Marion, Ill, will 
operate on six nights weekly in- 
stead of three as at present. ; 

Extensive face-lifting being giv- 
en Orpheum, “ldorado, IUIL., 
Turner-Farrar Circuit unit. 

Bad weather caused shuttering 
of St. Louis’ two remaining air- 
domes, the Arcade and Armo sev- 
eral weeks ahead of sked. 

Kaiman Circuit relighted 
Lowell in North Louis, 
since July 1. 





its 


St. dark 


mount to return to Los Angeles Edwards & Plumlee Theatres, 
with John Von Herberg moving} Farmington, Mo., hiked its scale. 
over from Universal to vacated| William Cain, Lockport, IIL, 
Par spot. made manager of the Elmo, St. 


James Mooney leaving 20th-Fox | 
to go to Des Moines as RKO sales- | 
man. 

Harold Copeland, RKO booker, | 
made salesman to succeed Dick 
Stafford, resigned. 

L. E. Hobson, 


former Film| 


Classics branch manager, to RKO| Voted to change name to Allied | 


as salesman, getting territory cov- 
ered by Marvin Goldfarb, who was} 
made branch manager. Goldfarb 


Elmo, Ill., recently purchased by 
Charles Beninati from John Dick- 
son, mayor of St. Elmo. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Associated Theatre Owners board 


Theatre Owners of Indiana at 
September meeting. 


Ernie Miller and Guy Hancock 


i 


} 


succeeds Joe Emerson, moved to a exhibitor are the representatives | 


similar job for RKO in San Fran- 


| cisco. | 


Earl Bell, Warner branch man-| 
ager, to St. Luke’s hospital follow- 
ing severe heart attack. | 

Wm. Robinson, Universal book- | 
er, first on Film Row to enlist in 
Joined Army, and 
off to San Antonio for training. | 

Wm. Steele, assistant city man- 


| ager of Fox Intermountain Thea- 


ters, Durango, Colo., first man in 


| that company to join armed forces | 


in present Korean emergency, 


MINNEAPOLIS | 


Metro and RKO consented to 


loop first-runs for his 900-seat | 
Gopher theatre, which Minnesota | 
Amus. Co. divorced in accordance | 
Paramount’s consent decree. | 


the Metro and RKO 
threatens to bring 
against them. 

Ben Friedman, owner of the 
Edina, deluxe suburban house, 
says he has given distributors here 
until the end of September to/| 
comply with his demand for 28- 
day clearance before _ bringing 
court suits. The Edina and two 
other nearby theatres now have} 
35-day availability. 

President Berger of North Cen-| 
tral Allied says forced selling is | 
much on the decline in the terri- | 
tory since his organizations fur- | 
nished affidavit forms to be filled 
cut whenever such Sales policy | 
was attempted. 

George Fosdick, vet Republic 
salesman, celebrating 41 years in 
the film business. 

Irving Gilman, former RKO’s 
salesman here and now a Salt 
Lake City circuit buyer and 
booker, in University hospital re- 


leads, he 
law suits 


| by 


| Set 


on local COMPO committee. 
Claude McKean, WB branch man- 
ager, and Russ Brentlinger, RKO 
manager, named to represent film 
companies. 

Skee Yovan here from St. Louis 
to sub for Loew’s manager Howard 
Rutherford, recuperating at home 
from touch of pneumonia. 


40G in Pay Boosts 
Go to UA Employees 


Checks in the total amount of 
$40,000, covering pay boosts to ex- 
change personnel on a retroactive 





permit Bennie Berger to bid for| phasis, went out from the home- 


office of United Artists on Friday 
(15). 

The payments, at the rate of 
$4.50 per week per employee, were 
due some months ago under the 
UA agreement with the Interna- 





TORONTO 


(Continued from page 9) 
(20th) and “David Harding, Coun- 
terspy” (Col), ditto. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59) — 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) (3d wk). Hoid- 
ing nicely at $11,000 after last 
week's $12,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67) — 


“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) (3d wk). | 


Okay $8,000 after last week's 
$10,500. 
Nortown, University (FP) (959; 


1,556; 38-67)—“Black Rose” (20th) 


«(2d wk). Lusty $15,000 after last 


week’s big $18,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Louisa” (U) (3d wk). Nice $8,000 
on 5-day week after last week's big 
$11,000. 

Shea’s (FP) 
“Flame and Arrow” 
Good $8,500 after 
fancy $11,000. 


(2,386; 38-67) 


last week's 


Picture Grosses 





(WB) (3d wk). | 











‘Sunset’ Lively $17,000, 
Balto; ‘Men’ Robust At 
11G, ‘Petty’ OK $9,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 

Up against heavy weekend com- 
petition from International League 
playoffs and opening’ of pro foot- 
ball season, downtowners here are 
trying hard with product at hand. 
“Sunset Boulevard” is providing a 
real standout at the Stanley. Some 
good response is also being regis- 
tered by “Petty Girl,” at the Towa, 
and “The Men,” at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—"*The Men” (UA). Strongly 
sold with okay trade indicated at 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75) — | $11,000. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G), 


“Sleeping City” (U). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “Saddle Tramp” (UV), 
$4,500. 


‘Heaven’ Fancy $11,000 
In Cincy; ‘Tea’ Tasty 
$12,500; ‘Life’ 736, 2 


Cincinnati, Sept. 19. 
Vaude headed by Helen Kane 





| 20-80) —“Underworld 


| 
| 
| 


$6.800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 
Story” (UA) 
plus vaude headed by Fontane Sis- 
ters and Herb Shriner. Inching out 
passable $14,000. Last week, “In 
Lonely Place” (Col) and Mindy 
Carson topping stageshow, $13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“‘Desert Hawk” (U). Oke $7.- 
000. Last week, ‘‘Fancy Pants” 
(Par) (2d wk), held well enough at 
$8,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 


20-65)— 


(980; 


and Peggy Ryan with “Lady With-| “Destination Moon” (EL) (3d wk). 
out Passport” is topping the town | Holding nice pace at $5,000 after 
at the big Albee. Trend at other| steady $6,700 last week. 


houses is mild to pleasing. ‘Tea 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 


for Two” in Palace looms pleas- | “Black Rose” (20th) (3d wk). Wind- 


ing while “My Blue Heaven” at 


Capitol is nice to top new bills. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 
“Lady Without Passport’ (M-G) 
with Helen Kane, Peggy Ryan, 
others, onstage. Vaude addition 


| the trade tilter for breezy $21,000. 
Last week, “Summer Stock” (M-G) | 


tional Alliance ef Theatrical Stage | 


Employees. However, UA’s tight 
cash position made necessary the 


postponement, it is understood. 





‘Rocky Mt.’ Mass Bow 


Saturation preem will be used 

Warners on its Errol Flynn 
starrer, “Rocky Mountain,” when 
it opens the film Oct. 5 day-and- 
date at some 300 western houses. 


An elaborate campaign has been | 
up by ad-pub veepee Mort | 
Blumenstock for execution in the | 


Denver, Los Angeles, Portland, 
Salt Lake City, San Francisco and 
Seattle exchange areas. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 9) 








ceiving treatment. 


PITTSBURGH 


Joe Callahan, UA salesman, ap- 
pointed manager of company’s New 
Haven exchange. 

Irving Frankel, city salesman for 
RKO, switched to Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics in similar capacity. 

Arcadia Theatre in Marianna, 
previously under lease by John 
and Werner Lund, has been taken 
over by John Docktor, son of Frank 
Docktor, district attorney of Wash- 
ington, Pa., County. 

Bert Dattola, vet district exhib, 
leased his Paramount in New Ken- 
sington to Bell Telephone Co. for a 
branch phone exchange and oliice. 
Under terms of lease, Par, recently 
a part-time operation, will pass out 
of picture as a film house. 

Excavation started on Boulevard 
of Allies for new Universal ex- 
change building. 


reopened after being closed sev- 
eral months. During summer he 
served as a WB 
manager, 


SAN ANTONIO 


Samuel Katz named manager of 
Guadalupe, with Fermin Sara 
picked as skipper at Alameda. 
Both are owned and operated by 
G. Lucchese. 

Eph Charninsky, head of South- 
ern Theatres Co., announced that 
lease was renewed on the Palace 





period. 


He was formerly salesman for 
Universal in Atlanta. 





J. A. Outly back on job manag- | 


ing Prince at Ambridge, which just | 


circuit relief | 





j 


theatre here for another five-year | “Young Lovers” (UA), 


| 
| 


Colyer Phillips named manager , Rose” 
of the Lufkin theatre at Lufkin. (Col) (2d wk), big $8,300. 


Jack Arthur acquired the Tower | 
Drive-In and the Starlite Drive-| Last week, $7,800. j 


Last week, *“Very Own” (RKO) 
solid $7,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)—""Tea For Two” (WB) and 
“Sunset in West” (Rep). Big $13,- 
000 or near. Last week, ‘Saddle 
Tramp” (U) and “Music Moon- 
light” (Rep) fair $7,000. 
| Palomar (Sterling) (1,340; 40-69) 
|—‘“Dakota” (Rep) and “Flame 
| Barbary Coast” (Rep) 2d runs). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, “711 Ocean 





| (2d runs), $4,700. 
| Paramount (Evergreen) 


|}and “Modern Marriage” 


|“Faney Pants” (Par) and “Rookie 
Fireman” (Col) 2d wk), $7,800. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 





spy” (Col) (m.o.). Big $5,500. Last | 
week, “Broken Arrow” (20th) and | 
“The Lawless” (Par) (2d wk) (m.o.), | 
solid $3,300. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85) — “Blue Heaven” (20th) and} 
“Young Lovers” (UA), day-date | 
with Paramount. Fat $5,500. Last | 
week, ‘Fancy Pants” (Par) and 
“Snow Dog” (Mono), torrid $6,300. | 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- | 
85) — “Fancy Pants” (Par) and/| 
“Snow Dog” (Mono) (2d wk). Okay | 
$9,000. Last week, terrific $9,400. | 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400:) 
50-85)—““Blue Heaven” (20th) and) 
also Orien- | 
$12,500. Last week, “Black | 
(20th) and “Counterspy” | 


tal. Fine 


United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
85)—“Three Little Words’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Sock %4,000 in 4 days. 


| “Life 


| 


| 75)—“Black Rose” 


' 
| 


(2d wk), fine $10,500 at 55-75c 
scale. 
Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 


75)—“My Blue Heaven” (20th). 
Nice $11,000. Last week, “Fancy 
Pants” (Par) (2d wk), slick $9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
of Own” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Favorable $7,500 after dandy $13,- 
500 teeoff. 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
(20th). Third 
round on front line after week’s 
interruption. All right $6,000. Last 
week, “Saddle Tramp” (U), lively 
$10,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.500; 55-75— 
“Capture” (RKO) and “Armed Car 
Robbery” (RKO). Mild $4,500. Last 
week, “Quiet on Western Front” 
(Indie) and “Bayonet Charge” 
(Indie) (reissues), held over in first 
half, split with “Abilene Town” 
(Indie) and “Blazing Guns” (Indie) 
(reissues), ditto. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Tea For Two” (WB). Pleasing 
$12,500. Last week, “Union Sta- 
tion” (Par), $10,000. 





‘TEA’ ROBUST $14,000, 
PROV; ‘STORY’ 1236. 


Providence, Sept. 19. 











| 
(3,039; | 
59-84)—“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) | , 
(Mono), | “Fogbidden Jungle” (EL). Opening 
| Okay $11,000 or over. Last week, | 


| 500. Last 


| vaude on 
“Black Rose” (20th) and ‘‘Counter- | 


Majestic’s “Tea for Two” is tops 
this week, with “Underworld 


Story,” boosted personals in sec- | 


ond place. Loew’s State just so-so 
with “Skipper Surprised His Wife.” 


55-94)— | 





| 


| and 





Product is not so hot, and biz is | 
Drive” (Col) and “Kid Texas” (U) likewise. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Underworld Story” (UA) 


day hypoed by presence of Gail 
Storm and Dan Duryea; good $12,- 
week, “Saddle Tramp” 
(U) and “Madness of Heart” (Lip), 
$11,000. 

Fay’s (Fav) (1,400; 25-65) 
“Young Daniel Boone” (Rep) and 
stage. Fairish $6,800. 
Last week, “The Avengers” (reis- 
sue) and vaude, okay $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 


“Tea for Two” (WB) and “It’s 
Small World” (EL). Robust $14.- 
000. Last week, “Black Rose” 


(20th) and ‘“Hi-Jacked” (Rep) (2d 
wk), big $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65) “Pretty Baby’ (WB) and 
“Destination Murder’’ (WB). 
Opened Saturday (16). Last week, 


— 


“Fancy Pants” (Par) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 


“Skipper Surprised Wife” (M-G) 
and “Mystery Street” (M-G). Slow 
$10.000. Last week, “Summer 
Stock” (M-G) (2d wk), nice $10,500. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | 
'—"Petty Girl” (Col) and “Chain 


Gang” (Col). Opened Monday (18). 
Last week, “Admiral Was Lady” 
(UA) and “When You're Smiling” 
(Col), poor $6,500. 


| 


and | 





ing up run with $6,500 on heels of 
good $8,800 for second. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Biggest 
thing in town with resounding $17.- 
000 looked for. Last week. ‘Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) (2d wk), 
only $6,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Petty Girl’ (Col). Well ballyed 
with personals of quartet of beau- 
ties, okay $9,000 looms. Last week, 
“Born To Be Bad” (RKO) (2d wk), 
$5,800. 





MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 8) 


wk). Sock $22,000 after smash 
opener at $26,500. 

Imperial (C. T.) (1,839: 34-60) — 
“Shadow on Wall” (M-G) and 
“Hoedown” (M-G). Fine $7,000. 
Last week, “Foreign Legion” (U) 
“State Pen” (U) (2d wk), 
smash $8,000. 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD” 


William HOLDEN @ Gloria SWANSON 
Erich VON STROHEIM 


A Paramount Picture 
Spectacuviar Stage Presentation 
































BETTY GRABLE por eey 


DAN BAILEY @® Se smeee 
e MIND 


TNE: CARSON 
Heaven Bead 
o- sere MOBISTE o 











ae 





PS aa 


ET CN MEI on tha 




















Wednesday, September 20, 1950 



















: we 3 9 : 
y 3 inst 


Biggest-Selling Hit Since 
“The Babe Ruth Story”! 


We sincerely urge our exhibitor friends to set 
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BEACKLIST ISSUE SPLITS WRITERS GUILD 
FACTIONS; ALL TRADE UNITS MOBILIZE 


With ABC's airing of the new 
Gypsy Rose Lee radio show hailed 
as the first major break in the po- 
litical blacklist problem now con- 
fronting the radio-television indus- 
try, all segments of the business 


concentrated this week on finding | 


way to end the 
thorny situation. Chief industry 
step was taken by the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, which 
invited representatives of the four 
major webs, sponsors and ad agen- 
cies to huddle with the AFRA na- 
tional board “to explore methods 
of working out, within the indus- 
try, an intelligent solution to the 
problem.” 


some permanent 





| ys 99 . 

| Luigi’s’ N.Y. Stint 

| “Life With Luigi” gets a N. Y. 
origination the night of Oct. 10, 

'when Joe DiMaggio guests on the 

' show. 

J. Carroll Naish, star of “Luigi,” 
comes east to do a guest shot on 
the premiere of the Frank Sinatra 
CBS video show. 


Markel Back To 
| CBS—As Actor 





Television Authority also added | 


its voice to the list of industry 


a 


Vallee Whips It U 


Lashing out at the “injus- 
tices” of the Jean Muir case, 
which “Stinks in Technicolor,” 
Rudy Vallee on his KECA, Los 


Angeles, recorded broadcast 
today (19), warned the pub- 


lishers of “Red Channels” that 
if his name ever appears in 
that publication he will not 
take the usual legal action, but 
will “come to see you with a 
horsewhip.” 

Vallee’s show is broadcast in | 
nine other major markets. 





= 





guilds condemning the unfounded 
accusations, pointing out that the 
U. S. Government is the “only 
qualified body capable of deter-| 
mining through judicial process 
who is and who is not loyal.” TVA, 
in a resolution adopted last week | 
by the eastern section of its na- 
tional board, said the organization 
“stands ready to join with the) 
broadcasting industry to correct 
this evil and calls upon the Ameri- 
ean Bar Assn. and the Assn. of the 
Bar of the City of N. Y. to appoint 
a committee for this purpose.” 
Internal 
was touched off within the Radio 
Writers’ Guild by the blacklist 


question, which was started when | 
General Foods recently axed Jean | 


Muir from the cast of NBC-TV’s 
“Aldrich Family” following pro- 
tests, which Miss Muir has cate- 
gorically denied, that she had Com- 
unist sympathies. Thirty RWG 
members, apparently in the face of 
opposition from the guild’s coun- 
cil, passed a resolution in the name 


(Continued on page 54) 


Format Finally Settled 
On For Sinatra Sunday 
Show; Disk Jock Moti 


Frank Sinatra and CBS have 
finally got together on a format 
for the singer’s Sunday ‘afternoon 
full hour (5 to 6) radio show, with 
a plattered audition scheduled for 
last night (Tues.). Show will be 
sold in 15-minute segments, with 
Martin Strauss’ new Tintair hair 
product already committed to a 
quarter-hour bankrolling. 

Program will project Sinatra as 
a disk jockey, playing records and 
singing, with a variety of human- 
interest angles and audience-par- 
ticipating features to permit ele- 
ments of a game. 

Meanwhile, the format for the 
Sinatra TV show, which goes into 
the 9 to 10 Saturday night time,“is 
practically set. Ben Blue will be 
the comic on the show. There will 
be several guests weekly, with J. 
Carroll Naish among those sched- 
uled for the preem show. 


French Tourist Office 
Sponsors WNEW Musical 


In a bid for pop audiences, 
French Government Tourist Office 
is sponsoring ‘France Calling,” 
new Sunday at 5 musical series on 
WNEVW, starting this Sunday, (24). 

Program, will feature disks of 
top French stars with American 
following, pfus American singers’ 
versions of French tunes, and Paris 
recorded interviews with American 
celebrities abroad. Bert Wayne 
will emcee series, which was 








placed by Norman Reader, pub- | 


licity head of French Government 
Tourist Office in U. S 


| AM 


dissention, meanwhile, | 


Fletcher Markel, Canadian writer, 
director, actor who. created some- 
ithing of a stir in network circles 
|a few years back when he was 
| brought to New York by CBS to 
| direct-produce the former “Stu- 
|dio One” hour-long radio series, is 
ireturning to the network. But this 
'time it will be in the role of per- 
former in a half-hour weekly mys- 
|terv-adventure series to be called 
|“Mr. Aladdin,” 
| Show will originate from the 
Coast, where Markel is eurrently 


| under contract to Metro. Film stu- 


dito assented to his taking over the 
lead in the radio Series. 

Show is one of several upcoming 
attractions currently being 
whipped together for the fall-win- 
ter season by Harry. Ackerman, 
CBS’ Coast programming exec. An- 
other will star David Wayne. It 
will be a half-hour situation com- 
edy called “Home Town Boy,” to 
be scripted by Bill Hampton. 

Still another on the Ackerman 
agenda is an hour dramatic stanza, 
“First Edition.” Ackerman was in 
N. Y. last week huddling with Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr., on the projected 


| shows, 





Conn. Polit Snag Snarls 
WLIZ Expansion Plans 


Bridgeport, Sept. 19. 


‘ident of WLIZ, Bridgeport daytime 
| independent, to go fulltime and be- 
jcome “second biggest station in 
| Connecticut,” ran into a _ political 
| snag this week after both houses 
‘of the General Assembly in special 


} 


| session in Hartford okayed the sta- 
jtion putting up three transmission 
| towers on Penfield Reef off nearby 
| Fairfield. 

Latter town’s Democratic chai® 
man, David W. Russell, charged 
ithe bill was rushed through the 
|legislature without proper public 
jhearing by Fairfield neighbors of 
WLIZ, and furthermore that 
Gresham Griggs, a station officer, 
jis a member of the General As- 
;sembly. Reef site had already been 
;approved by Army engineers and 
| several affected commissions, pend- 
|ing action by State of Connecticut. 


Plans of Philip Merryman, pres- | 


G. | 











HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


WNBC's $600,000 
New Biz Wrapup 
In Split’ Payoff 


Evidencing that the networks’ 
,key N. Y. stations can make out 
‘fairly well despite their recent 
divorcement from the parent web 
' operations, almost $600,000 in new 


| billings was wrapped up during 
ithe last week by WNBC and 
| WNBT, NBC's radio and video flag- 











ships. Fact that most of the busi- | 
ness goes to the AM _ branch, 
itopped by Longines’ pactir~ to 


bankroll the Symphonettes in a 
| half-hour, cross-the-board series, is 
|considered especially significant in 
ithis era of video’s rapid upsurge. 
Nets during the last year lopped 
‘their key local outlets off their 
apron-strings, with the split down 
the middle in the key personnel 
'setups forcing the local stations to 
|strike out on their own. Ted Cott, 
|} manager of the twin NBC flagships, 
|underlined that the.split has paid 
‘off. Each one of the new contracts, 
he said, was sewed up by a local 
‘station salesman, proving that the 
extra time and servicing on indi- 
| vidual accounts under the new op- 
|eration is advantageous. 

| List of new radio bankrollers 
and their shows includes: 


firm 65 weeks, with the new series 
‘scheduled to tee off in the 7 to 
17:30 p. m. slot Oct. 2, alone ac- 
‘counting for about $100,000 a year 
,to WNBC. Symphonettes will exit 


| (Continued on page 54) 











to provide further ammunition 


the American liberal. 
Negro or the Jew, as much as 


tion.” 





Mankiewicz on the ‘New Minority’ 


Radio and television personalities, seeking to solve the political 
blacklist problem now confronting the industry, this week took up 
the words of a film figure, 20th-F 


ox director Joseph L. Mankiewicz, 
for their fight. Mankiewicz, who 


is prez of the Screen Directors Guild and so indirectly allied with 
the radio-TV guilds, made a sharp plea in N. Y. Thursday night 
(14) for the preservation of what he termed “a new minority’— 


That minority, according to Mankiewicz, is today “as much as the 


any other minority in the U. S., 


being slandered, libeled, persecuted and threatened with extinc- 
The American liberal, while recognizing “above all else the 
responsibilities of the individual to 


law and to our democratic 


| tradition,” he said, “does not recognize the right of individuals or 
| groups of individuals to set themselves up in such a manner as to 
usurp the power and jurisdiction of legally-appointed courts of 

law—thereby depriving their fellow Americans of protection under 


law for their good names and perhaps even their livelihood. 


He 


| resents and cries out against—as long as his voice is permitted to 








eral 


munist menace that fosters and 


world will some day become a 
human beings who live together 


‘new minority be destroyed—and 


be heard—the use of Congressional immunity to dishonor and hu- 
miliate fellow Americans without granting them the privileges of 
defense and recourse which are theirs within any possible concept 
of the democratic tradition—or, for that matter, simple decency.” 
Speaking before the metropolitan N. Y. Council of B'nai B’rith, 
which awarded him a plaque as “the one who during the preceding 
year did the most in the field of literature and art in furthering the 
American democratic ideal,” Mankiewicz said: “‘The American lib- 
the new minority—is being hounded, persecuted and annihi- 
lated today—deliberately destroyed by an organized enemy as evil 
in practice and purpose—and indistinguishable from—the Com- 


encourages that destruction. 


Remember, that it is the hope of this new minority, too, that this 


world of human beings and for 
in decency and dignity. Let this 
this hope will die with it.” 


| 
1. Longines, which signed for a' 


Radio Premieres 
' (Sept. 20-30) 
Following is a list of shows, 
either new or returning after 
a summer hiatus, scheduled to 
preem on the four major net- 
works during the next 10 days: 
i SEPT, 24 
Charlie Wild, Private Eye, 
NBC, 5:30 p.m. Wildroot, via 
BBD&O. 
SEPT. 25 
Break the Bank. NBC, 11 
a.m. (New time). Bristol-My- 
ers, through Doherty, Clifford 
& Shenfield. 
: SEPT. 30 
Hopalong Cassidy. CBS, 
8:30 p.m. General Foods, via 
Young & Rubicam. 











Pepsi Seen In 
AM-TV Spread 


With the resignation of Walter 
S. Mack, Jr., as chairman of the 
prexy Al Steele now assuming full 
command, it’s anticipated by the 
trade that the soft drink outfit will 
assert itself more in the radio-tele 
programming sweepstakes. 
until now an in-and-out radio bank- 
roller, is making its initial TV 


ship of the Faye Emerson show. 
(Agency-wise, it’s represented by 
Milton Biow.) 

Cuing the likelihood of a more 
| “show-minded” advertising opera- 
| tion by Pepsi is the ascendancy of 
| Steele, who, during his erstwhile 
| Coca-Cola and D’Arcy agency re- 
| gimes, sparked Coke’s major stake 
| in radio sponsorship. 

Resignation of Mack was not un- 
expected within the trade ever 
since Steele switched allegiance 
'from Coca-Cola to the rival Pepsi 
'company. Mack had been presi- 
dent of the company since 1939, 
| taking over the board chairmanship 
last March. Mack says he wants 
ito tackle new fields. 








HARRE NAMED PREXY 
OF CHI RADIO EXECS 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 


| Chi Radio Management 
jlaunched its 1950-51 seascn with 


board of the Pepsi-Cola Co., and | 


Pepsi, | 


splurge with its upcoming sponsor- | 


WNEW's Program 


Pot Boils; Flock Of 
New Ones on Tap 


' Dick Pack, program director of 
WNEW, New York indie, is prep- 
ping an ambitious program sched- 
ule for the fall, with most of the 
new shows not starting until mid- 
October, after the majority of net- 
|} work preems. 

Most novel of the new packages 
planned is sa late Sunday night 
“feature schedule,” which, accord- 
ing to Pack, will be modelled after 
the feature section of a Sunday 
newspaper. Already set for the 
Sunday night layout are a one- 
hour session in which a panel will 
read and discuss available play 
| scripts; a news review of the week 
/ embellished by quotes from Shakes- 
peare; and a Mr. and Mrs. type of 
literary show. with Merle Miller 
and his wife, Eleanor Green. 


| On other fronts, Pack is plan- 
;ning a biographical series which 
| will tee off with profiles on Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt and a six-program 
, series on juvenile delinquency. 

|; Opening the Sunday night for- 
mat is the “Shakespeare Views the 
| News” segment, which will occupy 
the 10-10:15 slot. Program tees off 
|this week (24). Following for 15 
minutes is author Miller and his 
publishing executive wife, with 
their “Mr. and Mrs. Books Show.” 





| The couple will concentrate on dis- 


| cussion of 25¢ reprints and 


mys- 
tery books, along with coverage of 


| important new books. 


With only the 10:30-11 slot open, 
WNEW fills in the final hour with 


|“Are You An Angel?” in which a 


lan 





| 


} 


theatrical personality will narrate 
unproduced script, with two 
actors assisting. At the end of the 


| sho, a panel consisting of a thee 
| atrical producer, a drama critic and 


a potential backer will analyze the 
play’s possibilities. Plans are to 


| broadcast show which bows in the 


last week in October from a pro- 
ducer’s apartment. 

The “Biography By Radio” and 
the juvenile delinquency series, 
for which no times have been set, 


| will employ what Pack calls the 
| “actuality approach.” 
Club | will use personal observations. For 


Both series 


example, in the Roosevelt biog- 


|election of new officers last week. | raphy profiles, people who worked 


| Art Harre, general manager of 
WJJD, was named new prexy suc- 
ceeding Roy McLaughlin, WENR 
general manager. Lloyd Griffin, 
Free & Peters veepee in charge of 
the Chi office, was elected first 
v.p. and Russ Tolg, BBD&O Chi 
|radio-TV director, is new second 
v.p. Kay Fisher, 
Co., was elected secretary and Lois 
Thompson, Robert Meeker Assocs., 
,is the new treasurer. 

Suggestion by retiring prexy Me- 
, Laughlin that the radio club affil- 
,iate with sister teevee organization 
|—the Chi Television Council— 
‘aroused little interest aimong the 
radio execs present at this particu- 
lar meeting but question is expect- 
ed to arise at latter sessions. Sev- 
eral of the radio men such as Mc- 
| Laughlin, who’s general manager 
1of WENR-TV, are also involved in 
video and feel the two separate 
organizations frequently duplicate 
efforts. 


The radio group will meet joint- 
ly with the tele council Sept. 26 to 
hear FCC* Chairman Wayne Coy 
discuss color TV. 


FMer Folds in Balto 


Baltimore, Sept. 19. 








est on the part of the public 
WFBR-FM suspended operations on 
‘Sept. 9, it was announced by John 


manager of WFBR. 

WFBR-FM began operations on 
Nov. 28, 1948, with 15 hours of 
daily duplicate programming. The 
broadcast schedule was ciit to six 
eeu daily in August, 1949, 


Ward WCCO Asst. Mer. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 
Carl Ward has been named asst. 
| general manager of WCCO, CBS, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, general man- 
ager Gene Wilkey announced. 

_ Ward joined WCCO as promo- 
jtion manager in November, 1945. 
|He became WCCO general sales 
| Manager in February this year, and 
will continue as head of the WCCO 














Sales department in addition to his | 


inew responsibilities, 





with and knew the late President 
will reminisce on their associations 
with him. A history department 
of an eastern college is being lined 
up to participate on the show. Suce 
cess of the Roosevelt series will de- 
termine whether the program will 


| be continued for other subjects. 
John Pearson | 


The six-program juvenile deline 
quency series will be in documen- 
tary style, featuring taped inter- 

(Continued on page 39) 





“Silly Willy’ Enlisted 


To Aid Philly Safety 
Campaign for 2d Year 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 





WFIL and WFIL-TV have com- 
bined their radio and television 
facilities again for the second an- 
nual “Silly Willie” traffic safety 


| campaign, staged in cooveration 
with the Philadelphia Wighway 
| Traffic Board and other civic 
agencies. 


' 


| E. Surrick, veepee and general | 


, production of 


| Under present plans, the two- 


month campaign will, be more 
comprehensive in scope than the 
$250,000 drive conducted Jast fall. 
The program got under way (15) 
with ceremonies on City Hall 


Due to continuing lack of inter- | Plaza where a unique “live-action” 
| Safety billboard ‘one of more than 


200 outdoor displays) was unveiled 
by safety officers. 

Primary objective of the came 
paign is to surpass the safety recs 


ord clocked up Jast year, when 
“ag; > rs oil . > P 

| Silly Willie” was credited with 
Saving 15 lives during the two 


maqnths, a 50° reduction in high- 
Way fatalities. City officials gave 
the WFIL stations program full 
credit for this encouraging drop in 
deaths, 


Gillis’ Ballet Score 


Fort Worth, Sept. 19. 

Don Gillis, NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra producer, and a Texan, will 
write a ballet score to be inserted 
in the Fort Worth Civic Opera's 
“The Girl of the 
Golden West” this season. 

The Puccini opera will be given 
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_don’t want to jeopardize the busi- 


Four Webs’ Billings Picture 


CBS again was way out in front for July in increased gross 
pillings compared with last year, with NBC also inching into the 
plus columus. ABC and Mutual both registered minuses on com- 
parative figures for the month. Columbia was 19.5% ahead of 
July, 49; NBC, 1.6% up; whilé ABC's estimated gross time sales 
plunged 18.4%. Mutual was down 6.7%, . 

On the seven-month cumulative side, only CBS showed a gain 











(8.7%), with NBC down 1.3%; ABC down 17% and Mutual off 
— For July 
(Estimated) 
CBS $4,513,600 + 19.5 
NBC 4,532,400 +» 32 
ABC 2,271,100 — 18.4 
MBS 1,063,200 — 6.7 
$12,380,300 + 18 
For First Seven Months 
- (Estimated) 
CBS $40,581,450 + 8.7 
NBC 37,372,400 : — 13 
ABC 21,793,100 —17 
MBS 9,555,800 — 16.3 
$109,302,750 — 3.0 











CBS Has Rocky Going With Champ 
Bout on AM; Affiliates Balking 


CBS has been finding the going 
pretty rough in trying to commit 
all its affiliates to carry the Ez- 
zard Charles-Joe Louis champion- 
ship bout on radio next Wednes- 
day night (27). Fight has been 
bought by Pabst Beer for $125,- 
000 for AM and TV, with the pro- 
viso that it get full coverage in 
all the major markets. ; 

At least eight affiliates, including 
such cities as Portland, Ore.; Rich- 
mond, Roanoke and_ Rochester, 
N. Y., have told CBS to go peddle 


their Pabst elsewhere, reason _ NBC ‘D Sh >] 

sna poor coucgang: Sapannaes 4m ream Snow 
* * 

Hits Time Snag: 
Sign Goody A 
ign Goody Ace 


| 
| 
| 
} 





Cott Hot for Knot 

If, as reports have it, there’s 
romance in the air for Skitch 
Henderson and Faye Emerson, 
it’s the opinion around WNBC, 
N. Y., that it’s all a plot on 
the part of general manager 
Ted Cott to get the duo 
hitched. 

Cott needs another Mr. & 
Mrs. show to supplement the 
Tex & Jinx program. 








ness. 

TV is something else again. The 
Charles-Louis fight is only the first 
of 35 Wednesday night bouts pur- 
chased by Pabst, and the video af- 
filiates get a nice piece of change 
out of the deal, resulting in 100° 
acceptance. 


| ing-wise, with a point. 
| if a Benny (with a $40,000 weekly 
| talent-preduction nut) should lead 


Because of the AM turndowns, 
CBS has been obliged to make ar- 
rangements whereby other stations 
in the eight cities, regardless of 
their web affiliations, will be given 
the fight. Both Pabst and the Co- 
lumbia affiliates have agreed to the 
compromise. 


NBC ° by Night 


To Die a’ Bornin? 


NBC last week got its first ver- 








bal commitment from a_ sponsor 
who, effective January, wi!l par- 
ticipate in the “Five By Night” tan- 
dem programming operation, but | 
Only if the web grabs off at least | 
One more bankroller. This is the | 
projected programming 
whereby six participating sponsors | 
Will get a five-night-a-week ride on 


variegated shows ranging from an! as chief scripter for the show,' edy team on ABC. 


hour of Arturo Toscanini and the | 
NBC Symphony on Monday nights | 
to an hour of the upcoming Sun- | 
day night “Dream Show.” It also | 
includes participation in the Thurs- 
day night Phil Harris and “Duffy's 
Tavern” parlay; “Screen Directors 
Guild” Friday night, and “Man 
Called X” and “Dangerous Assign: | 
ment” on Saturday night. 

NBC’s_ collective radio sales | 
force, spearheaded by board chair- | 
man Niles Trammell, is currently | 





NBC thus far has been unable 
to preempt the Sunday night 7:30 
to 8 period for the projected 90- | 
minute “Dream Show,” with Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye returnirfg to) 
their regular time period, on a) 
sustaining basis, pending some) 
clarification of the situation. NBC | 
wanted to slot ‘“‘Dream Show” in | 
the 6:30 to 8 segment. If the) 
Harris-Faye stanza stays put, NBC | 
will go on a closed circuit and ask | 
the affiliates to turn 6 to 6:30 
(“Catholic Hour” is moving out of 
this time) over to the web, thus 
permitting a 6 to 7:30 showcasing. 

“Dream Show” tees off in Oc- 
tober from the refurbished Center 
theatre, N. Y. Second show goes 
to the Coast for a pickup of Bob 
Hope, Fannie Brice and Groucho 
Marx segments, with Talullah 
Bankhead, signed to emcee the, 





FRESH LISTINGS 
rT NEW VALUES 


The upcoming Nielsen ratings on 
both radio and television will be 
watched with perhaps unparalleled 
interest this season, for out of 
them will probably come a brand 
new set of dollar-and-cents values. 

Best guess at the moment is that 
the top network radio rating this 
season will be in the neighborhood 
of 15 to 17, a considerable drop 
from the 26, 27 or 28 mark at- 
tained last season by Jack Benny, 
“Lux Radio Theatre,” and other 
top AM entries. 

Such a tobogganing in audience 
impact must inevitably invite a re- 
appraisal on the part of the spon- 
sors of the top-budgeted shows, 
since the per-point payoff is bound 
to be thrown for an economic tail- 
spin. 

It’s long been axiomatic in the 
trade that each $1,000 investment 
in a program should pay off, rat- 
But even 


off the Nielsen Top 20 Parade and 
garner no better than a 17; or a 
“Lux Radio Theatre” (with a $25,- 
000 weekly production nut) cop a 
15, it’s considered a cinch that the 
chents, in the face of dwindling 
AM audiences and TV’s upsurge, 
are going to ask questions with re- 
curring frequency. 

Similar situation obtains in 
video, where the competitive pic- 
ture is such this season that the 
50 and 60 ratings will no longer 
prevail. It took $68,000 (exclusive 
of time charges) to get the Eddie 
Cantor “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
before the cameras, but with all 
the attendant ballyhoo, it wound 
up with a 31 rating. And even 
| though it topped the Ed Sullivan 
“Toast of the Town,” the less than 
two-for-one audience payoff when 
reduced to simple economics, none- 
theless poses a TV Ripley for the 
client. 

Even at this early stage of the 
season, the jitters are setting in 
around the agencies in anticipation 
of ratings that won't justify the ex- 
orbitant costs for programming. 
Come Xmas, in the opinion of 
many, and the running for the exit 
door among sponsors of high 
budgeted shows will be an eye- 
opener for the industry. 

Within the next few months, it’s 
believed, there will have to be a 
whole new reshuffling of coin val- 
ues—unless somebody comes up| 
with a sponsor-convincer that can | 
take the place of ratings. 


B&A Daytime ABC Show 
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COIN RESHUFFLE VIA RATING 
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An Original Xmas 

The production boys are do- 
ing their Christmas shopping 
early. 

With the unprecedented 
number of radio and tele dra- 
matic shows this season, every- 
one is on the prowl for suit- 
able Christmas stories, and in 
fear of being caught short pro- 
ducers are buying up every- 
thing in sight. 

With only so many estab- 
lished properties available 
(“Christmas Carol,” etc.), writ- 
ers have been alerted to “get 
original and think up some 
good ones.” Some of the ma- 
jor TV shows are already set 
with their Christmas pack- 
ages. 


NBC Plans Of 
Center Due To 
Size of House 


NBC execs got a rude awaken- 
_ing last week when they made their 
initial inspection of the _ refur- 
| bished Center theatre in Rockefel- 
ler Center, N. Y., which is being 
| converted for radio-television pur- 














poses. Off the record, some of them | 


|econceded that it might have been 
the better part of wisdom to have 
listened to those who frowned on 
ithe conversion because the house 
'was tov unwieldy. (Because of its 
|size, some of the NBC comics re- 
'fuse to originate their shows from 


| the Center.) 

| NBC has decided to make the 
best of things, but finds it will 
cost in excess of $500,000, instead 
of the hoped-for $200,000 invest- 
ment, to fit the house into the 
scheme of AM-TV programming. 
By shutting off the upper balcony, 
and limiting the seating capacity 
to 2,500, it’s hoped to “whittle it 
down to size.” About 100 hidden 
mikes will be required above stage 
because of its vastness. The stage 
is getting a complete overhaul, 
with cement floors and widening of 
the aprons. Four control rooms 
will be necessary, and one portable 
job on wheels, to permit for TV- 
to-AM transitions. 





Hits Snag; Comics Seen 


NBC hopes to have house ready 
for next Monday's “Firestone 


Leaning Solely to Tele Show” videocast. 


Apparently the plans to give | 
Burns & Allen a daytime radio pro- 
jection on ABC network have hit a 
snag, with the deal looking cold 
at the moment. Although B & A 





Woolley Quitting NBC 
For Intermountain Spot 


After a 19-year association with 


show, hopping to the Coast for the are set for Carnation Milk sponsor-| ypc, Easton C. Woolley, director 


L. A. origination. (It’s planned to 
move “Dream Show” to Hollywood 


weeks.) | 
Goodman Ace has been pacted 


along with Frank Wilson and Well- | 
bourne Kelly. Meredith Willson 
will be musical director. 


PACT CLEM McCARTHY 
AS WNBC DISK JOCKEY 


Latest in the string of off-b it 
disk jockeys programmed _ by 
WNBC, key N. Y. outlet of the! 





ship on CBS-TV starting next) 


concept | about once every five or six month, the network has agreed toa 


lend-lease arrangement whereby 
Kellogg's could showcase the com- 


Because of indecision on the part | 
of the Battle Creek cereal execs, | 
B & A reportedly now want to} 
settle for the TV _ stanza alone. | 
However, CBS now has a daytime | 
B & A gleam in its eyes and would | 
like to maneuver the Kellogg-spon- 


sorship deal for its own network. | 





Gen. Mills Buys Tinney 


| vision Corp., 


of radio station relations for the 
network, is resigning to become 


| exec veepee of Sidney Fox's Inter- 


mountain Broadcasting and Tele- 
which owns and 
operates KDYL (AM-FM-TY) in 
Salt Lake City. 

Norman Cash, Woolley’s  as- 
sistant, is expected to move into 
the NBC spot. 





Stokowski, Henry Morgan 
In WNBC Sat. Parlay 


Henry Morgan and Leopold Sto- 


kowski will spin records back to |} same lines that 
part of the new Saturday | Adams 


| back as 





| 
| 
| 


|H 


| 
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Mary Margaret McBride, WNBC's 
$450,000 Bonanza, Exits for ABC 


+ 
2 


Mary Margaret McBride, for 
years one of .the WNBC, N. Y., 
billings staples with her estimated 
annual gross take of $450,000, is 
checking out of the station and 
moving over to ABC network. Al- 
though her present contract with 
the NBC flagship station still has 
six months to go, it’s understood 
arrangements are being made for 
quick moveover within the next 
two or three weeks. 

Bowout of Miss McBride and 
her hefty chunk of billings comes 
as a blow to the key affiliate sta- 
tion, which found itself in the 
middle. of a situation where the 
network preempted the final quar- 
ter-hour of her long-standing 
1 to 2 p.m. cross-the-board time 
to make way for a pickup of 
Sweetheart Soap’s network day- 
time serial. NBC had offered 
Miss McBride the 12:45 to 1:45 
daily segment, along with what the 
web claims were other enticing 
concessions, 

It was the network’s move-in on 
the local time, primarily, that re- 
portedly cued Miss McBride’s de- 
cision to vamp the station, plus 
the fact that on ABC she’ll also 
be given a network spread. 

ABC will give Miss McBride the 
same 1 to 2 early afternoon hour 
for her local show, with her net- 
work activities still in the plan- 
ning stage. 

Miss McBride says she’s taking 
with her all her WNBC clients. 
The WNBC management says: 
“Well, wait and see,” and mean- 
while is negotiating to have Faye 
Emerson move into the time. 


8506 CBS Nick In 
PM Photog’ Fade 


First defection in two years in 
the solidly-bankrolled Thursday 
night series of CBS _ house-built 
mysterioso shows comes up Oct. 
19, when Philip Morris bows out 
of sponsorship of “Crime Photog- 
rapher.” For several years the 
strong Thursday night lineup of 
moderately-budgeted programs hag 
not only been a bonanza for the 
network, but has practically domi- 
nated the rating sweepstakes 

Cancellation represents a time- 
program savings of $1,200,000 for 
the cigaret company, which is rep- 
resented by the Biow agency. In 
terms of annual gross billings, it 
means a setback of $850,000 for 
CBS. 

Decision to drop “Photographer” 
stems from Philip Morris’ increas- 
ing stake in TV programming. Cig- 
gie company bankrolls Ralph Ed- 
wards’ “Truth or Consequences” 
on both radio and video, and is 
prepping a TV version of the Hor- 
ace Heidt show, which it also spon- 
sors on radio. In addition, PM 
bankrolls Allan Funt’s “Candid 
Camera.” 


CBS Wooing Lester With 
Star-Potential AM Hour 
Show If He Vamps NBC 


If CBS and Jerry Lester decide 
to get together on a contract (the 
comic is currently feuding with 
NBC and is working without a con- 
tract on the “Broadway Open 
ouse” TV show), CBS may give 
him an hour radio show along the 
projected Joey 
(“Rate Your Mate’) and 








doing a 100% saturation job on NBC web, is sports announcer 
“Five by Night” in a bid to launch|C!em McCarthy. Famed for his 
it under commercial auspices. Web |stacatto calling of the horses 


For NBC Split We 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 





has been offering a 39-week client |rouncing the far turn, he'll prob- 
Participation 
though it’s understood the network | tables in the Tuesday night at 7 
Will now invite clients on a 13-week | slot, in which has already appeared 
basis for $400,000. such deejays as Leopold Stokow- 
Since practically all other AM ski. Samuel Goldwyn and others. 
Sales activity is going by the, According to McCarthy, he’s long 


General Mills bought the Cal 


‘ter show emanating from WRC, 
| Washington, for airing on an NBC 
| split network of 11 southeastern 
| Station. 
|quarter-hour cross-the-board show 


boards, NBC will probably scrap |had a hankering to spin records | started Monday (18). 
the whole project unless there’s|and so plans to put primary em- 
phasis on the music. 


Some swift agency response. 


Strip will plug Red Band flour. 
Knox-Reeves is the agency. 


GM’s sponsorship of the. 


/morning’ program block for kids Jan Murray (“Songs for Sale’) as 
/wrapped up this week by WNBC, | newcomers to the ranks of major 
NBCs N. Y. flagship. ‘radio comics. Idea, as in the case 
| Starting Oct. 7, Frank Luther | of Murray, would be to extend it 


for $1,200,000, al-| ably ride herd on the WNBC turn-| Tinney morning record and plat- | will tee off the hour-and-a-half mu-| into video as well. 


'sical stanza in the 8:30 to 9 pe- | Although NBC has agreed to dou- 
riod, continuing his present show ble Lester’s salary to $3,000 a week 
‘sponsored by Maltex. Morgan takes | for his three-times-a-week stint on 
‘over as a kids’ disk jock from 9 | “Open House,” the comic reported- 
‘to 9:30, with Stokowski slated to ly is miffed over NBC’s nixing his 
‘handle classical music specially se-'| request at a crack at either the 
lected for the moppets from 9:30 Sunday or Wednesday night series 
to 10. lof star-rotating TV shows. 
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WHAT MAKES YOU TICK? 
With Gypsy Rose Lee; Dr. Frank 


Foster, Mrs. Lee R. Steiner; | 
guests; George Ansbro, an- 
nouncer 


Writer: Bernie Dougal 
Director: Art Henley 
Producer: Addison Smith 
30 Mins., Sat., 9 p.m. 


Sustaining = 
ABC, from N. Y. 
Apparently uninhibited by re- 


cent attacks on her from outside 
show biz, volatile Gypsy Rose Lee 
was back on the air Saturday (16) 
as her old self when “What Makes 
You Tick?” returned from its va- 
cation. Show claims to be psycho- 
logical shenanigans, and is Just an- 
other audience participationer 
with the added gimmick of a 
couple of psychologists rating the 
contestants on their merit in 
varied categories. But the accent 
is on the light and frivolous, and 
Saturday's (16) show was no ex- 
ception. Miss Lee fired a lot of 
simple or silly questions, and got 
some amusing answers. What 
makes this program tick is the 
shrewd choice of questions for an 
equally shrewdly chosen group of 
contestants. Together with Gypsy's 
personality, they not only make it 
tick, but make it entertaining. 
Miss Lee had as participants a 
sailor, a femme from Georgia go- 
ing to college in N. Y., a Brooklyn 
{nsurance salesman, and an elderly 
femme immigrant. All had to an- 
swer in capsule form the question, 
“Who Are You?”, followed by a 
variety of queries. All guests on 
this session had a sense of humor, 
or quick tongue, and give-and- 
take made for some amusing mo- 
ments. Gypsy handles herself 
breezily and well. It was a good- 
humored joshing program of no 
reat significance, but with some 
aughs. Bron. 





CHALLENGE OF THE YUKON 
With Paul Sutton, others 
Director: Fred Flowerday 

Writer: Fran Strike 

30 mins.: Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 p.m. 
QUAKER OATS 

Mutual, from Detroit 


'HALLS OF IVY 


With Ronald Colman, Benita 


Hume, others; Ken Carpenter, 
announcer; Henry Russell, mu- 
sic director 

Producer: Charles Henry 

Director: Nat Wolff 

| Writer: Don Quinn 


30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 
SCHLITZ BEER 
NBC, from Hollywood 


(Young & Rubicam) 
Ronald Colman and wife (Benita 


Hume) started the new fall sem- 
ester at their Ivy College via 
‘NBC's “Hall of Ivy” Wednesday 


night (13); and evidenced that the 
show will again be one of the more 
adult on the air this year. As Dr. 
William Todhunter Hall, prexy of 
the college, and his wife, the Col- 
mans were handed a thin story line 





but some sock dialog by Don 


Quinn and his scripting stable, and | 


scored on all counts with their fine 
radio thesping. Program should at- 
tract a good quota of listeners 
again this season. 

During the course of the script, 
Colman tossed in a lengthy and 


sharply-pointed argument on the | 


merits of the United Nations, with 
a general plea that its detractors 
be patient until the world organ- 
ization gets a chance to square 























LORRY RAINE 


“Strangers”—(London Records) 


“Strangers”, London's No, 1 sell- 
er, has good company in lLorry’s 
i}mellow “Harbor Lights” — “Musie, 
Maestro, Please.” 

Telegenie Miss Raine got her} 
start in California via “Command | 


away the present conflicts. Whether | 


such stuff belongs on a show that 
is supposed to be basically pure 
entertainment, is in itself a sub- 
ject for argument. There can be 
no denying, however, that the 
script’s point was well-taken, and 
the show is probably to be com- 
mended for having the courage to 
voice an opinion while it’s at the 


same time trying to sell its spon- | 


sor’s beer. 

Story line revolved around a 
couple of fraternities bidding for 
the same new house and bringing 


their problem to Colman, as the} 


college prez, for a Solomon-type 
answer. Two fraternity reps, as 
editor and cartoonist of the college 


daily, had both attacked the UN for | 


its failure to solve the 
problems. Colman thus pointed out 


world’s | 


to them that the UN was set up| 
to arbitrate conflicts in the same | 





(Sherman-Marquetté) 

“Challenge of the Yukon,” which 
Quaker Oats has switched from 
ABC to Mutual, preemed on the 
new net for the sponsor with 
sturdy interest-holding values in- 
tact. 
venture strip, 
audiences, remains 


angled at kiddie 
a fast-moving 


segment which cashes in on peren- | 


nial <lamour of northwest mounted 
police. 

On this. session the cast 
aided by a good script and realistic 
sound effects. Story, following 
usual cops-and-robbers formula, 
built to a strong climax without 
too much violence. Tale described 
north woods pursuit by Mountie 
Sgt. Preston of a trio of crooks rac- 
ing through the wilds to pick up 
some stashed stolen gold. Paul Sut- 
ton was unbelievably vigorous as 
the mountie officer and supporting 
players were competently profes- 
sional. Frame wound up with good 
teaser for next show. 


Commercial pitches were well- 


aimed and hardhitting. Dave. 

JUNIOR CELEBRITIES 

With Jack Barry, Billy Reed, 
others 


Producers: Barry, Dan Enright 
Director: Enright 

30 Mins., Sun., 12 (neon) 
Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

Junior Celebrities on the initial 
session, Sunday (17) apparently 
had difficulty in trying to decide 
whether major concentration was 


to be on the offspring of notables | 


gathered at Bill, Reed's 
Club, N. Y., or their elders. 
seemed to be an almost equal di- 
vision of gab from both. 


Little 


Jack Barry, who has previously | 


fndicated his talents at getting 


youngsters to express themselves | 
on a wide variety of subjects, is at | 


the helm of this t:anscribed pro- 
. gram, and proves he can draw out 
the kiddies in an _ entertaining 
manner. On the initial 
there wasn’t much need to get the 
juves in a garrulous mood because 
of Barry’s desire to get in paren- 
tal verbiage. 


Even if Barry disdains concen-, 


tration on the younger set, pro- 
ram can pay off in name value 


y nabbing celebs in the guise of. 


having them bring down the brats. 


On the initial stanza, Bob Hope, 


and Bob Crosby showed up. 
Neither brought their kids, but 
being fathers, they apparently 


have the natural desire to talk. 
The show can pay. 


about them. 
off either way, and Barry’s pack- 
age looks like it will continue on 
a good entertainment level for an- 
other season, Jose, 


The Trendall-Campbell ad- | 


was | 


There | 


session, | 


| plenty of chance for their bright 


husband-and-wife banter, and also 


| way that he had been approached | 


to solve the fraternity squabble. | 
Script was not all that serious, | 
i however. It gave .the Colmans 


introduced a couple of comedy | 


characters in a real estate operator 
|} and a member of the faculty, who 


Show was handed fine 
tion backing by Charles Henry, 
}and the top-quality work of the 
cast evidenced the deft directorial 
touch of Nat Wolff. Henry Russell 
| conducted the short music bridges 
capably and Ken Carpenter did 
| his usual quality spieling job on 
the Schlitz plugs. Stal. 





| CECIL BROWN 

15 Mins.; Sat., 7:55 p.m. 

| CHAMBERLAIN SALES CORP. 

| Mutual, from N. Y. 

| Cecil Brown, one of Mutual’s 
| top news commentators, is supple- 
; menting his daily quarter-hour 
| broadcasts with this capsule sum- 
| mary of the news. In five minutes, 
| Brown has littl: more time than to 
| breeze over the headlines at a 
' crisp pace. 


rean war developments. In this 
for extensive reportage, analysis or 
opinion but is serves as a good 
news digest. Herm. 





HOOK, LINE & SINCLAIR 
Producer: William Gent 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 
; PELLER’S ICE 
CFRB, Toronto 

(Garry Carter) 





Performance”, Armed Forees’ radio, 
Mark Warnow’s “Sound Off” and in 
TV with Budy Vallee. 

TIM GAYLE 
Publicity—Song and Record 
Exploitation—Management 
Shelton Hotel, New York 








WALTER WINCHELL 
With Richard Stark, announcer 
Director: Paul Scheffels 
Producer: John Bates 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m, 
HUDNUT 
ABC, from N. Y. 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

Back for his 19th consecutive 
season, after a seven-week vaca- 
tion, Walter Winchell was his old 
fighting self Sunday (17). His 15-| 
minute rapid-fire melange of news, 
gossip, prognostication and preach- | 
ment had no scoops, no sock items 
or highspots, but it held to an in- 
teresting reportorial level. Mis- 
cellany divulged included the $1,- 
000,000 advance “Call Me Madam” 


has rolled up; rumor that Eddie 
Dyer might manage _ Brooklyn; 
Tito reportedly claiming that 


| World War III was due by next 
tossed in plenty of chuckleful lines. | 


produc- | 


On the opening stanza, Brown | 
naturally concentrated on the Ko-' 


brief period there was no room) 


| 


summer; break in the romance of 
La Kergman and Rossellini; hint 
on the “Stop The Music” mystery 
melody, and gamblers odds on elee- 
tion wagers. 

There were a couple of eyebrow- 
raisers, this listener wondering 
where Winchell had learned that 
Soviet Russia has ordered Korea 
held at all costs. Probably WW 
had tongue in cheek when he as- | 
sured New Yorkers they could re- 
lax against the fear of atom bomb- | 
ing—especially when Malik and. 
Vishinsky were here. You may | 
come away trom a Winchell broad- 
cast with one or several of 
variety of feelings—but never with- | 
out a reaction. Bron 





SKY KING 


} 


| with 
| Dick Tufeld’s booming Milky Way 
commercials, they managed to get! 


| FALSTAFF’S FABLES 


With Allan Reed, Allan Reed, Tr., 
Dick Tufeld, announcer; John 
Duffy, organist 

Producer: Wally Ruggles 

Writer: Don Johnson 

5 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:55 p.m. 

MARS, INC. 

ABC, from Hollywood 

(Leo Burnett) 
Values of this five-minute cross- 


the-board children’s segment are | 
questionable. Programs are verse | 
parodies of childre«« classics. | 


Initial segment was a takeoff on 


Longfellow’s “The Village Black- | 


> 


smith,” with Allan Reed narrating 
and his son, Allan Reed, Jr., enact- 
ing the episode together with his 
father. 

From the educational stand- 
point, the show had no valué what- 
soever. As for 
script was in rather low taste, re- 


lving on verbal mugging and 
| jokes that were considered worn 


out before radio’s inception. 

Both Reeds were a bit loud in 
their presentation, and combined 
the organ and announcer 


minutes 
into a 


more volume into five 
than most shows squeeze 
15-minute spot. 


There’s enough of romance and |, 


adventure in the children’s tales 
themselves to sustain juvenile in- 
terest for five minutes without the 


inecessity of parodying them. “Fal- 


| staff’s Fables” would do well to 
'play the stories straight. Chan. 


BORIS KARLOFF’S TREASURE 
CHEST 


. With Karloff; organist, Kay Reid; 


announcer, Bill Gordon 


| Writer: Mort Levin 
| Producer: 
| Director: John Grogan 


Dick Pack 


30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 


It was nice to play himself for | 


a change, said Boris Karloff Sun- 
day (17) as he began a stint on 
WNEW, N. Y. as a children’s~ disk 
jockey. ( 
the preem probably felt it was 
equally nice to have the onetime 
film badman as conferencier of a 
bedtime program for “boys and 
girls of all ages.” For 


ning a riddle or a recording added 

up to pleasant listening. 
Half-hour show was 

around Karloff’s “treasure 


pegged 
chest” 


out of which he fished his stories, | 


platters, limericks and other mate- 
rial that serve to keep youngsters 
contented at the time when the 
sun (and little children) go to bed. 
Whether it was a Burl Ives wax- 
ing of “Sarah the Whale” or Kar- 
loff’s own. reading of Lewis Car- 
roll’s “Jabberwocky,” the layout 
maintained a steady interest. 
Gilb. 





WE TAKE YOUR WORD 

With Abe Burrows, Lyman Bry- 
son; John K. M. 
moderator; Ilka Chase, guest 

Producer: Werner Michel 

30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 
“We Take Your Word” returned 


to the CBS radio web Friday 


entertainment, ' 


Most dialers who caught | 


Karloff's | 
fatherly qualities, his flair for spin- | 


McCaffery, | 


| HONEST HAROLD 

With Harold Peary, Joe Kearns, 

| Gloria Holiday, Jane Morgan, 
Norma Jean Nillson, Ann Whit- 
field 

Writers: Gene Stone, Jack Robin- 
son 

Producer: Norman MacDonnell 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 


Harold Peary, who originated the 
“Great Gildersleeve” radio person- 
ality, has switched to another char- 
| acter. He’s now playing as ‘“Hon- 
est Harold,” an announcer in a 
smalltown station who manages to 
retain a close resemblance to Gild- 
ersleeve. He’s the same well-in- 
tentioned bumbler with the aqueer- 
ly crackling laugh and a reticence 
towards gals. This is the veriest 
ghost of Gildersleeve even though 
the title has been changed and the 
situations slightly displaced. Fur- 
themore, this show has been direct- 
ly built to appeal to the same type 
of dialers who followed Peary’s 
adventures under his Gildersleeve 
guise. 

Setting for the broad comedy 
Situations is a tanktown station 
where Peary on the opening show 
(17) was precariously placed after 
passing his own judgment on a 
sponsor’s product. Around Peary 
were mtroduced the conventional 
supporting characters of the sta- 
tion’s dyspeptic boss, a switchboard 
operator, tne town veterinarian 
and other prop personalities. 

Scripting quality is standard for 
this homey type of program with 
a liberal quantity of corny lines 
and punch lines that were set up 
well in advance. Peary waded 
through it all with the same jovial 
‘good humor that has proved in- 
fectious in the past. Herm, 


MEET ME IN ST, LOUIS 
With Peggy Ann Garner, Agnes 

Young, Vinton Hayworth, Billy 

Redfield, Brook Byron, Raymond 

Johnson, Ethel Wilson, Jack Ed- 

wards; musical conductor, Vla- 

dimir Solinsky 
Writer: Russell Beggs 
| Producer: Baron Polan 
| Director: Fred Weihe 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
NBC, from New York 

Escapades and shortcomings of 
teenagers who romped at the turn 
of the century form the major part 
of NBC’s new  family-situation 
|comedy series, “Meet Me in St. 
Louis,” which bowed Sunday (16), 
As adapted from the Sally Benson 
New Yorker mag stories by Russell 
| Beggs, the half-hour session easily 
(captures the nostalgic flavor of 
middle class domestic life in St. 
Louis. 

For the initialer, the script was 
built around a 15-year-old girl who 
participated in a women’s suffrage 
| parade to “show off” in front of 
|}her boy friend, Her subsequent 
|jailing proved a_ considerable 
‘source of embarrassment to her 
father inasmuch as he as well 
as his employer professed to be 
,opposed to extensive rights for 
; women. 
| Just when pop was writhing with 
| nervousness over his daughter’s 
/miscue, the situation conveniently 
| turns for the better when the boss’ 
, wife is disclosed as the parade 


With Earl Nightingale, Ciiff Sou- night (15) after its summer vaca- | leader. Performance and produe- 


bier, Beryl Vaughan, 
Bivans, others 
Producer: Chris Ford | 
Director: Roy Winsor 
Writer: Dick Stenger, 
Hartesveldt 
25 Mins.; Tues., and Thurs., 5:30 
p.m. (CDT) | 
DERBY FOODS | 
MUTUAL, from Chicago | 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
This twice-weekly adventure | 
} 


Fran Van’! 


series debuted with a new lead on 
Mutual after switching from ABC. 


| Earl Nightingale is the new Sky! 


King, replacing Jack Lester. Plus 


Hottest and most controversial Clements of the show are the use 


program in the new season of 
is the new series 
launched by Gordon Sinclair, for- 
|mer VARIETY mugg, 
globe-trotting reporter. He has 
built up a reputation for fearing 
no man and takes a delight in 
puncturing stuffed shirts in gov- 
ernment or big business, plus his 
attacking of shibboleths which, he 
feels, are faise folk-ways or tradi- 
tions. 

With his press and radio out- 
lets (Sinclair is the top newscaster 
,in Canada and does his own fact- 
finding rather than reading a news- 


‘ings zooming, 


Canadian radio, with listener rat-| 


and still a’ 


of two kid characters for good 
audience involvement and the up- | 
dating of the western motif with | 


added up to only moderate attrae- 


| tion for young thrill-hunters, main- | 


‘unwound to a weak climax. 


ly because of a contrived tale that 
Also, 


| Nightingale needs a few shows to| 


get the feel of the part. On show 
heard, his delivery was a bit too 
polished for the western format. 

Story this time dealt with the 
pursuit and capture of a quartet of 
car rustlers. Aviation switch had 
the thieves using a transport plane | 


'to move the hot ears to Mexico! 


‘room script; is radio columnist for | 


the Toronto Star, Canada's largest 
daily, and does considerable maga- 
‘zine writing), the new and 
stantly popular program maintains 
| his reputation as a good-natured 


| part of the critical 


than the usual vehement ranting 
that, otherwise might mar a pro- 
gram of this type. 

Opening cold with the statement 
that “you don’t get something for 
nothing,” Sinclair attacked the 

(Continued on page 36) 


In- | captured by the erooks but es-| 


but ruthless debunker who softens | 
sting by his | 


| chuckling tolerance delivery rather | were okay as Sky King’s young as 
A o>. . Ss ) 5 S- | 


_believable ranch foreman. 


/porting cast was good in minor 
| roles, 


poe punch by Myron Wallace. 


with Sky King and his gang spot-| 
ting the secret landing field from, 
their plane. During course of ace | 
tivities Sky King and friends got | 


caped a bumping off when hero | 
argued the bad men out of the 
idea, for a pretty flat climax. 

Berl Vaughan and Jack Bivans 


sistants and Cliff Soubier was a! 
Sup- 


Narration and commercials 
for Peter Pan Peanut Butter were 





Dave. \ 


ties of sugar-coated education. As 
illustrated last season, the  pro- 
gram, which has a panel of ex- 
perts guessing the derivation of 
various words or phrases submit- 
ted by home listeners, gets in a 
surprising amount ot knowledge 
along with its = entertainment 
quality, with the two parlaying in- 
to a fine half-hour’s listening. 


“Word,” the brainchild of CBS’ | 


Werner Michel, started originally 
as a radio show and then was 
adapted for TV. While the AM 
version (which is taped, incidental- 
ly) is standout all 


on counts, 
listeners who have become ac- 
quainted with the show via TV 


s | ooh ie re cone ‘sf 
/an aviator hero. First segment (12) | might be slightly disappointed be 


cause of its enforced 
mensional quality. Panel, 
ing Abe Burrows and Lyman 
Bryson as permanent members 
and, on the new season’s preem, 
Iika Chase as guest, apparently 
got in plenty of heavy mugging. 
Initial stanza sparkled with the 
wit and banter of the panelists and 
moderator John K. M. McCaffery, 
even though they overdid the pun- | 
ning at several points. Part of the 
program’s appeal lay in the fact 
that the panelists themselves were 
having such an obvious good time, | 


single-di- 
compris- 


coupled with their almost amazing | 
store of knowledge. Latter factor | 
is pointed up in Burrows, in whom. 
that amount of erudition emanat- | 
ing from his Brooklyn accent was) 
almost shocking. 

Program, same as last season, 
has the deep-throated and anony- 
mous “Voice of Authority” on 
hand to fill in the correct answers | 
to any questions that stump the 
panelists and also to dole out the: 
penalties when one of the con-' 
testants throws in too sharp a pun. 

Stal. 


| 


| version 


Jack _tion to prove once again the nice-| tion values were good. Peggy Ann 


Garner was pert and winsome as 
_the tomboyish cutup, Vinton Hay- 
worth was amusingly dignified as 
‘the father and Brook Byron clicked 
as Miss Garner’s fickle sister, 
Other players lent fine support. 
On the basis of the opener, ‘“Meet 
Me in St. Louis” should have little 
ditficulty in building a following. 
Gilb. 





THE BOTANY SONG SHOP 
| With Ginny Simms, Buddy Cole 
Trio; Jimmy Wakely, guest; Har- 
| ry Von Zell, announcer 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m, 
' BOTANY MILLS 
ABC, from Hollywood 
| (Alfred J. Silberstein, Bert Gold- 
smith, Inc.) 
Botany Mills’ first. venture into 
| nighttime programming, this 15- 
minute spot should ‘make for re- 
laxed Sunday night listening. Un- 
,der the pleasant handling of song- 
stress Ginny Simms, the program 
has a casual and unpretentious air 
about it that should attract more 
than just the pop music devotee. 
_ Miss Simms handled both the 
singing and emcee chores on the 


_initial segment, sharing the voral 


spot with guest Jimmy Wakely. 


|Chirp did her usual fine job on 


“Three 


Litle Words” and 
Tenderly.” Wakely sang an okay 
of “Mona Lisa” and the 
two combined for a bright “Why 
Don’t We Do This More Often.” 


: Miss Simms then read a letter from 


a listener requesting “These Fool- 
ish Things,” which she rendered 
in fine style. 

Miss Simms handled song in- 
troductions neatly, while Harry Von 
Zell delivered his Botany commer- 
cials straightforwardly. Backing by 
the Buddy Cole Trio was Pesca” 

shan. 
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Rural Net Blasts Subscription Radio 


Washington, Sept. 19. 
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Hicks & Radio Stix Now Want Vidpix: 


+ Glenwood Spgs., Colo., Sept. 19. 


As Injurious to Development of FM | CO AF J0R5 Sagebrush Interest Brought to a Berle 


Strong objection to Subscription 
Radio was made yesterday to the 
FCC on the ground such a service 


would seriously injure the devel- | 


opment of FM _ broadcasting and 
might encourage the carving up of 
the FM band to make available 
more channels for television. 

A petition by Rural Radio Net- 
work, filed through Cohn & Maris, 


Washington counsel, took sharp is- | 


sue with Muzak’s contention that 
FM has not developed into a dis- 
tinct broadeast service and can 
only be sustained by “narrowcast- 
ing” operations such as Transit 
Radio, Storecasting and “Pig 
Squeal” or Subscription Radio. 

“Merely because FM broadcast; | 
ing has not in the past five years | 
achieved all the goals predicted for 
it by its most optimistic support- | 
ers.” RRN held, “is no reason that 
aural | 


this superior medium of 
broadcasting must be written off | 


as doomed. 

“Certainly AM, even as a sian 
cast service without competition, | 
did not become a vigorous, nation- | 
wide, financially successful service 
in so short a time. Admittedly, FM | 
broadcasting has had some growing | 
pains and is not as healthy in some 
areas as might be desired. How- | 
ever, that is no justification for | 
Muzak’s proposal for a misguided 
FM euthanasia. The way to cure} 
FM's ills is assuredly not by kiil- | 
ing the service. And RRN, with its | 
healthy service covering rural New | 
York and northern Pennsylvania, | 
wants to make it clear that it needs | 
no such ‘salvation’ .” 

RRN also objected to Muzak’s | 
lumping of Subscription Radio 
with specialized FM services under | 
the “narrowcasting”’ label as} 
“grossly misleading.” The other; 
FM services provide a satisfactory | 
signal on any home receiver and | 
may provide a desirable program | 
service. it said, and are not ob-/| 
jected to. But Subseription Radio, | 
which is not strictly “broadcasting” | 
under the communications act defi- | 
nitions, said RRN, would in- 
jure FM. 





Engineers Lax On Pat (NBC). 4.8. 
Data, Sez Sterling: 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 


In most diplomatic language, 
FCC Commissioner George Ster- 
ling told a convention of elec- | 


tronics experts here last week they | 
should be giving the agency more 
reliable data when they appear in 
connection with various radio and 
television proceedings. 

In an address to the Coast branch 
of the Institute for Radio Engi- 
neers, Sterling said that while the 
experts play “‘a major role” in pro- 
viding the basis for Commission 
decisions, their testimony, in order 
to be valuable, “must not only be 
theory but backed by practical | 
field testing. Expert opinion of a) 
€eneral nature, as history will 
show, often produces a ‘blooper’.” 

W hile the Commissioner made 
no direct reference to the engi- 
neering testimony at the recent 
color television hearings, he point | 
ed to that part of the decision re- | 
ferring to the agency’s dependence, 
because of its limited facilities, to 
industry opinion in formulating TV 
Siandards. | 

Sierling, himself an engineer, 
Said that radio engineers “some- 
times present their views from the 
pucely disinterested viewpoint of 
the development of the art. They 
aso participate in Commission 
hearings as representatives of par- 
ticular parties and interests. There 
is nothing wrong with this. So long 
8s the interest represented does 


not interfere with clear thinking 
based on fair assumptions which 
are made explicit, such representa- 
tion plays an essential part in the 
fair play of due process.” 


‘along the cable. 


| Lum ’n’ Abner Exit CBS 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


deal with Lum and Abner and has 
made a settlement with the team 
for remaining four years of six- 
year contract due to lack of spon- 


sor interest. 
Price tag on show militates | 
against sale for video on other 


than network basis and the ehain | 


is sold solid for the night hours 


CBS has terminated its package 


A downbeat attitude toward long- 


| 


hair, and concert musicians, is be- | 


{ing discerned among radio stations 
and networks, which may 


have | 


wider repercussions than the musi- | 


cians—or the webs—realize. De- 


spite the increase in longhair in- | 
terest shown in such instances as | 


ithe unexpected success of the NBC 
Symphony Orchestra’s 
tour last spring, which exceeded all 
expectations, or the recent book- 
ing of the N. Y. Philharmonic at 
|the Roxy, N. Y., and despite the 


coastwide | 


| 
| 


webs’ obligations in public service | 





programming as required under | 
FCC regulations, the networks ap- | 
pear to have given up on concert | 
music, convinced that such pro- |! 
grams don’t sell, 

The CBS Symphony Orchestra, | 
which has been in existence for 15 | 
years, has been used rarely in the, 


& 
CBS House-Built 
past year, and may be disbanded. | 


Programs Sweep 
S R ° CBS is pushing its longhair shows 
ummer Ratings sins, tins ti Sines een 
} 


j}hours (and then only using the | 
The last batch of Nielsen rating | orch via transcribed playback), and 





figures on the summer crop of net-| moving the Symphonette down |! 
work sustainers, makes out a case, from 4:30 to 10:30 p. m. NBC, } 


for CBS in its house-built pro-| which some time ago shifted the | 
gramming concept. The August| NBC Symphony from Sunday to 
figures show the Columbia sustain- | Saturday, may now push it around 
ing roster practically meaking a/a little more, this time to Monday. 
clean sweep in the Top 15 division.|_ There may .be, as claimed, a 

Tronically enough, the five CBS larger audience for good music 


i|shows copping the major Nielsen | than the webs realize, but they cer- | 


laurels are all being relegated to tainly won’t admit it. CBS believes 
the ash heap to make way for re- | that pop and jazz players are more 
turning commercials. | in demand than classical players on 

Here’s the summer scorecard: its programs, and is planning to re- 

“Somebody Knows” (CBS), 7.9. | Place its concert musicians—who 

“Granby's Green Acres” (CBS),/ are staff employees—with  short- 
hairs. NBC, rumored to be will- | 
ing to give up its symphony, can't | 
do so while Arturo Toscanini is in | 
the picture, and finds itself in a 
dilemma because the orch has been 
big promotion for RCA, as well | 


“T-Man” (CBS), 7.3. 
Joan Davis (CBS), 7.0. 
“Too Many Cooks” (CBS), 6.9. 
“Johnny Dollar” (CBS), 6.7. 
“Broadway My Beat” (CBS), 6.6. , 
“Line Up” (CBS), 6.3. as a sock recording seller. 
“Run For Your Money” (CBS), | Tele . Factor 
5.7. Television’s upswing is also seen 
Tex Beneke (CBS), 5.3. as a factor in decision of the webs 
“Sing It Again” (CBS), 5.1. to give longhair the heave. With 
“Songs For Sale” (CBS), 5.1. stress on variety shows and pop) 
“Lower Basin Street” (NBC), 5.1. singers, pop musicians rather than 
Jack Lait (NBC), 5.0. classical ones are needed for these; 
“Much About Doolittle’ (CBS), recordings can be used for dramas, 
and symphony orchestras are little | 
in demand as shows. | 


Webs and stations have quotas of 
musicians on staff—NBC about 85; | 
CBS about 65; WOR, N. Y., about | 
-40—and union regulations don't | 
4.4 specify whether they be classical | 

or pop. Hence there can be no 
union objection to shifting from) 
‘longhair musicians to short. Feel- 


se PLUGS UP WED. NITE ‘ing, however, is that the nets may | 
WITH PEARY-GOODWIN find themselves in something of a/ 


trap later, by dropping symphon- ; 
CBS has resolved its Wednesday 





“Philip Marlowe” (CBS), 4.6, 
Cass Daley (NBC), 4.5. 

“Capitol Cloakroom” (CBS), 4.4. 
“Sat. Night Dance Date” (NBC), 








Oh, Doctor! 
Fort Worth, Sept. 19. 
A radio soap opera trapped 
an alleged “physician” here 
and resulted in charges being 
filed against a local man of 
practicing medicine without a 
license. According to the com- 
plaint, the “doctor’’ was rep- 
resenting himself as “Young 
Dr. Malone” and prescribing 
medicine to local residents. 
One of his patients listened 
to the radio and compared the 
air’s “Young Dr. Malonc’ to 
her “Young Dr. Malone.” The 
voices didn’t sound alike so 
she called local police 








Strike Voted By 
AFRA on Indie 


Wage Impasses 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Annual American Federation of 


| Radio Artists membership meeting 


attracted only 140 members, but a 


‘motion from the floor unanimously 
board members | 


passed by the 
present, gave the minority group 
the status of a quorum. Members 
promptly authorized AFRA to call 
a strike against any and all inde- 
pendent stations in event negoti- 


| ations with these stations reached 


an impasse. 

Actually, negotiations are cur- 
rently under way only with KMPC, 
KLAC and KFWB. Announcers at 
others, feeling the salary scale 
equitable, 
months extension of the present 
pact. AFRA is asking the basic 


| salary at KLAC to be raised from 


$78.50 to a flat $100, plus $12.50 


i for announcers set in control room 


to spin disks for platter-pushers. 


Local exec secretary Claude Mc- 
| Cue 


KLAC brass’ had_ consistently 
promised to take announcers out 


| of the control room but never did. 


AFRA seeks to raise the KMPC 
minimum from $90 to $102.50 and 
KDWB from $87.50 to $100. 


Members heard a treasurer’s re- 


port that AFRA is suffering a six | 


months’ deficit of $4,236 as com- 
pared to a net profit of $10,629 for 
the same period last year. Total 
revenue is down almost $12,000 
from the same period last year. 
Waning membership and a lower 
initiation fee are blamed. 





(Continued on page 39) 
night vacancy lineup with the new | — 


Hal Peary show getting the 9:30 | e B T 
o'clock slot, and Bill Goodwin tak- | 
vatstetlceue'set a's Station Owners Alerted by NAB To 


new audience participation  pro- 
gram called “Dollar a Minte.” Ini- 
tial two Peary stanzas, starting last 
Sunday, are slotted at 7:30 p. m. 

Goodwin show has been evolved 
by Jess Oppenheimer. it's @ 
loosely-formatted stanza that per- 
mits people with gripes to come 
up, and at a dollar a minute let 
out all the stops. 


Sabotage Danger 


Cincinnati, Sept. 19. | 

NAB President Justin Miller) 
yesterday (Tues.) called upon sta- 
tion owners to protect transmis- | 
sion facilities against possible sab- 
,otage because of Korean war and 


- threatened world crisis. 

McCoy Quits FCC For | His appeal was made to 110 Ohio 
. and Kentucky station executives at- 

tending NAB Seventh District 

Fort Industry Stations ,Meeting here. It was prompted by 
Washington, Sept. 19. | mystery blast which destroyed on2 
John E. McCoy, chief of the of the “Voice of America” trans- 
television legal section of the mitter towers in Bethany (O.) 
FCC, resigned yesterday (Mon.) to | plant 20 miles from Cincinnaii, | 
head up the local department of owned by Government and operat- 
the Fort Industry Co. radio and-'ed by Department of State’s Inter- 
television stations, with headquar- | national Broadcasting Division, un- , 
ters at Birmingham, Mich. The der contract by Crosley Broadcast- 
Fort Industry chain includes out- jing Corp. James D. Shouse, Cros- 








lets in Detroit, Miami, Atlanta, |ley board chairman, said _ blast 
Toledo, Wheeling, Fairmount, | “looked like a professional job.” — 
W. Va. and Lima, O. George Shouse, also a national NAB di- 


B. Storer is president of the com- rector, presided at opening session 
pany. ‘devoted to standard and FM station 

McCoy came to the commission , Problems. Closing session today 
in 1946. Prior to Navy service he | ‘Tues.) directed by Gilmore Nunn, 
was with the New York law firm | WLAP, Lexington, Ky., district di- 
of Cadwalader, Wickersham & rector and also a national director. , 
Yaft. 


| Robert K. Richards, association di- 


After This Incident 


rector of public relations, talked on 
member relations. Charles A. Bat- 
son, NAB director of TV, rounded 
out speaking program. ; 





Civil Defense Role 
Washington, Sept. 19. 
Radio and television are called 
on to play an important role under 
the U. S. civil defense plan recom- 
mended to congress 


project would utilize broadcast sta- 
tions “as an important medium to 
inform the public of its respo--sibil- 


‘ity in civil defense...this will in- 


volve a major educational program 


and require a well-integrated sys- | 


tem for the dissemination of infor- 
mation.” 

Through broadcast stations, dc- 
clares the report prepared by the 
National Security Resources Board. 
“timely civil-defense informational 


‘and educational material can be 


quickly presented to a maximum 


‘audience with a minimum number 


of persons required to prepare and 
disseminate the information. Pro- 


(Continued on page 39) 


} 
| 
} 


‘ 
| 


are requesting a_ six! 


informed the meeting that 


yesterday | 
.(Mon.) by President Truman. The 


This is a story about a bunch of 
men who have changed their 
minds—a bunch of television hicks 
| out in the radio stix who now want 
| those video pix. 

That was the standout imprese 
| sion gained from last week's meete 
|ing of AM station operators bee 
longing to District 14 of the Nae 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters. 

These inhabitants of the nae 
tion’s Great Video Desert, who felt 
“secure” a year or two ago and 
looked upon video as something 
that would always be for the 
metropolitan oases only, requested 
and got a video free-for-all on 
their convention program. It had 
Charles Batson of NAB at the rose 
trum, and the operators all but 
|mobbed him for data on likely 
costs of setting up and running 
smalltown TV stations as radio ade 
juncts. 

About 100 operators from the 
length and breadth of the Great 
Desert attended, and if they 
haven't exactly watered camels and 
packed tents for a great crusade 
to get TV in the hinterland, they 
at least kicked up a lot of sand at 
this meeting. 
| The district is the largest in the 
'U. §S. geographically, extending 
(from border to border and eme- 
| bracing Colorado, Wyoming, Mone 
tana, South Dakota, Utah, New 











| Mexico and Idaho. 


| In the whole area, there are 
three television stations — two at 


(Continued on page 39) 


C10 Free Time Bid 
Nixed by Mutual 


Mutual network this week turned 
down a demand of the Ohio CIO 
Council for a half-hour of free time 
to answer what the labor group 
claimed were charges made by 
|Ohio Sen. Robert A. Taft on a ree 
‘cent MBS “Reporters’ Roundup” 
‘show. According to a Mutual 
|spokesman, the CIO demand “7s 
'“made for publicity reasons tian 
|for anything else.” He said the 
'web considered that anything said 
by Taft on the show “required no 
answer” and pointed out that CIO 
|prez Philip Murray has appeared 
/on many Mutua! shows in the past. 
CIO group labeled Taft’s state- 
‘ments as “insulting, false and mali- 
;cious.” In its formal demand to 
| MBS for a free half-hour to answer 
‘the senator, the labor organization 
‘described the “Reporters” show of 
|/Aug. 31 as “an out-and-out politi« 
(cal discussion in which Mr. Taft 
had the opportunity to express 
without challenge his political point 
of view.” Ohio council, in addition, 
said Taft’s answers to questions 
thrown at him by reporters on the 
show were “czlculated to delib- 
erately misrepresent and distort 
the action of CIO” in the current 
political campaign. 

Labor group called the web’s at- 
{tention to FCC rules, which pro- 
vide that radio. stations must 
provide equal time and opportunity 
to answer controversial charges, 


Scully and ‘Saucers’ To 
Circuit N.Y. Kilocycles 


Fresh from his “knighthood” by 
the Order of St. Elizabeth bestowe 
ied on the Coast last week, Frank 
'Seully, Variety columnist and aue- 
thor of the new “Flying Saucers” 
tome, arrived in New York Mone 
day (18) for a two-week stay. 

Scully is already booked to 
circuit the radio-TV Mr. & Mrs. 
|panel discussion - commentator 
guesting programs. 

















- Hausman to Wm. Morris 


' Howie Hausman, who resigned 
a couple months ago as CBS veepee 
in charge of personnel, has joined 
the William Morris agency. 

He'll work with Nat Lefkowits 
son overall administration. 
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Sil No. Word on Whether Mfrs. 


Will Embrace Tint Bracket Standards 


,* 





Washington, Sept. 19. 


With their Sept. 29 color adap- 
tor deadline drawing near, FCC | 
officials are anxiously awaiting | 
word from the manufacturers on | 
whether they will embrace the | 
“bracket standards” under which. 
new TV sets would be made com- 
patible for CBS tint. Reports are 
circulating here that the subject 


Gertrude Lawrence’s CBS 
Guest Shot Opposite Berle 


Underlining CBS’ determination 
to nip Milton Berle’s show on the 
rival NBC television web, CBS 
this week set Gertrude Lawrence 


| Television Premieres 


(Sept. 20-30) 

Following is a list of shows, 
either new or returning after 
a summer hiatus, scheduled te 
preem on the major television 
networks during the next 10 
days: 

SEPT. 21 

Nash Airflyte Theatre. CBS, 
10:30 p.m. Nash, via Geyer, 
Newell & Ganger. 

Red Grange Predicts. ABC, 
about 11 p.m. (following Roller 
Derby). Florsheim, through 
Gordon Best. ¢ 

SEPT. 22 

Star of the Family ‘Morton 








Filmed Burns & Allen 


It now looks like the new Burns 


j}and Allen TV_ show, 


day night spot on the CBS web. 








| Myers, 
'NBC, predicted last Saturday (16), 
bought by | 
| Carnation Milk, will get a Thurs- | 


Copyright Angles Called TV Headache: 
Long Series of Court Tests Looming 


a 


cal Washington, Sept. 19. 
Television faces a long, confusing 
series of court tests before its po- 


\sition in the copyright field is tho- 


| Show Slated for Thurs. 


roughly shaken down, Robert P. 
asst. general counsel of 


Myers, addressing a conference on 
copyrights at the annual conven- 


,tion of the American Bar Assn., 


oe ‘ as ar » fir “Prudential 4 ; ad a : ; aie 
was taboo at the television com- Th bse We i, era off Downey). CBS, 10 p.m. Nash- | It wil! be an every-other-week —_ oo coming in after sound 
mittee meeting of the Radio-Tele- O -" > dir -_— oovosite Berle’s Kelvinator, through Geyer, | film attraction. Present plans are ocho found itself in the 
oni ge Rage ae look “Texaco Star The ae _ . Newell & Ganger. ito condense the 60-minute “The jr nod meng ay gene films 

ante or fear oO anti-trus 2xacO Olé é ye ; ~ wr 1S} » fase ” a _ ne 1ey first arrived. 

es ee “4 The committee’s| Miss Lawrence will appear in an _ SEPT. 23 7 | Show Goes On to a half hour wn ‘The talkers cnsthinnd thie a 
ces, ate ge be | adaptation of S. N. Berhman’s Joe Di Maggio Show. NBC, the weeks that B & A take over torney, fac ad. he t¢ i “4 
soi t — —— ABs “erases “a Other cast members 5:30 p. m. Lionel Trains the other 30-minute segment. re pore Bae oxy — 
submitted for acto , : a ge eas ‘ through Buchanan. — — ely rignts 
(20) at the RTMA board meeting have not yet been signed. 8 SEPT. 24 |when they followed silent films on 





ito the 


at the Roosevelt hotel, New York. | Fred Waring Show. CBS. 9 , 9 h ect cent ae tes. ee 
ner ee, | a aN {the problems still to be settled 
Legal issues, it is learned from “ p.m. General Electric, via TV (’ Gown  enanaliall eter : 
governmient sources, may well de- 0 ate OMICS 0 via Young & Rubicam. a n ; eee ‘ean 
termine the manufacturers’ course. | SEPT. 25 _ | 2. An unintentional pickup by 
Although the RTMA is a party to Kate Smith Show. NBC, 4 TV sone  Bh 


the FCC color proceedings and is| 
called upon by the commission to) 
advise whether its members (which | 
includes all major manufacturers 
except Admiral) will install the | 
adaptors, a refusal to comply | 
would be grounds for an anti-trust 
action. 

Conversely, however, an agree- 


be treading on dangerous grounds. 


Get Schwerin Test: 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet this week | 
signed with the Horace Schwerin | 
organization for a special series of | 
audience tests for its new “Colgate | 
Comedy Hour” on the NBC televi- | 
sion web. Tests are designed to | 


p.m. Participating sponsors. 

Goldbergs. CBS, 9:30 p.m. 
General Foods, via Young & 
Rubicam, 

SEPT. 26 

Faye Emerson Show. CBS 
7:45 p.m. Pepsi-Cola through 
Biow. 








Syracuse, Sept. 19. 





Television is getting academic 
| Status as one of the newer applied 
'sciences. For the first time, an 
| accredited university is giving mas- 
,ters degrees for graduate students 


For Syracuse U. 


(of a non-dramatic 


camera of something which 
will bring a suit for infringement 
of copyright. 

3. Point at which presentation 
literary work 
may suddenly turn into dramatiza- 
tion. 

4. Question of whether a tele- 
vision presentation of a song cone 
stitutes “publication” in the copy- 


, y would not be a P : - ay ha i Shek , 
si eae a woud at ission |Feveal the program improvement | ° ° |in video. Syracuse University, | right sense. 
pee yO manufacturers would | Of the series, which rotates Eddie | é | C0 1P S | hich has tong offered a radio} 5. Clearance of rights to use ma- 
among e é ‘ Cantor, Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis | ie /course, has enlarged its scope to | terial previously used to make mo- 


Participation by a number of 
Washington lawyers in last week’s 
RTMA meeting and the absence of 
the industry leader, RCA, is con- 
sidered significant in this respect. 

It is believed, therefore, that the | 
manufacturers have been or will 
be told to make up their respec- 


| (Charles Friedman for Cantor and 


and Fred Allen, and also to test the | 
effectiveness of the commercials. | 

Findings are to be delivered to | 
the producers of each show} 
Allen, and Ernest Glucksman for 
M&L) prior to their next editions. 
Probing will follow the standard 
Schwerin system, in which a spe- 





Loom as Result OF 


Color: Hennock 


video and has set up a course in- 
| volving 45 credit hours to qualified 
college graduates who have already 
obtained their bachelor’s degree. 


made a practical tiein with WSYR- 
TV, the NBC affiliate in Syracuse 


| Syracuse University has already 
|in which the graduate students put 


| business 


tion pictures. 

Other speakers at the conference 
who touched on angles of show 
were Fulton Brylawski, 
D. C. attorney, who represents film 
companies in patent cases: Mrs. 
Hariette F. Pilpel, attorney for 


|composers and writers, and Arthur 


E. Farmer, on recording rights. 


° ° ear ef e . F ° : : | iv rg - | 
tive minds a tn hag cially-invited studio audience will Washington, Sept. 19. tr lg Mage Pho guy | General impact of the overall 
all of them working at capacity tO view a kinescope of each program ali h Sat ; noel te ae dieg |Presentation was that our copyright 
turn out black and white sets and | qeeaking , the oficial, silence ito the practical work, lecture | yi 


with curtailment of civilian pro- 
duction likely by the turn of the| 
year as military requirements 
mount, there is little disposition to 
take time out to modify receiver 
designs to put in the adaptors. Be- 
sides, it is reported, the problem 
is not a simple one and is said to 
be difficult with some models. 


In view of these considerations, 
it would not be surprising if many 
of the manufacturers told FCC, in 
effect: “We're willing to put in the | 
adaptors but we can’t do it in the 
time you've given us (bracket 
standards would become effective 
about Nov. 7). We need more time | 


to test them out.” If that hap-| Scehanatte ; — : ; | cap-and-gowners will have to pave | matic reading on television may 

pens, FCC may have another | Porgy yg gh eg way for future grads, and if | become a dramatization. Up to 

tough decision to make. For any) FOR ANTA SHOW TEEOFF from its heauty. in the new vistas there are clinkers among the ini- now, he said, the best guideposts 
delay would aggravate the com-| Se om ot programming whitok it opens up tial sheepskin holders, then it will | he can give is “watch out for plot 

patibility problem, especially at| Initial “ANTA TV Show,” which | The entire field of fine art is au-| be difficult for the university to or action” in such matters. 


the current rate of TV production, | Dodge Motor Co. is sponsoring on | 
and put off adoption of final stand- | ABC effective Oct. 1, will hav> one | 


and mark their likes and dislikes 
on specially-prepa.ed charts. 

Schwerin, meanwhile, planning a 
heavy fall and winter expansion, | 
has established an office in Holly- 
wood for radio and TV testing, | 
where he hopes to pre-test the 
steadily-mounting number of films | 
being produced on the Coast spe- 
cifically fo. video. He has also set | 
up an Office in Canada and is cur- | 


'rently negotiating for a 400-seat 


theatre in N. Y. to serve as a per- | 
manent testing house. With the 
new theatre, he plans to expand | 
into testing industrial films. | 


MAJOR TALENT LINEUP 





| Day 
| Commissioner Frieda Hennock last 


which has followed FCC’s Labor 


color television decision, 


week hailed the art as a signifi- 


| cant improvement of the medium, 


and predicted it would open new 
fields of programming hardly ac- 
ressible to b.a*k and white. Speak- 
ing before :he National Assn. of 
Women Lawyers, Miss Hennock 
said that the addition of color is 
a “great step” toward making 
viceo “more simple, more accurate 
and more enjoyable.” 
“Until you have seen 


it,” she 


| said, ‘you will not be able fully to 
| grasp how 


significant a develop- 


ment this really is. It will bring 


tomatically made a television sub- 


|courses are given which includes 
| television research, writing produc- 
| tion and studio operation. 


| A faculty of three is giving the 
|}course which is starting with an 
'enrollment of 14. Graduate stu- 
|} dent personnel will be enlarged 
next season. Kenneth G. Bartlett 
is director of the radio and tele 
center and Don Lyon is the TV 
' director for the university. Faculty 
is currently finnicky in its selec- 
tion of the student body. 


| 
! 


Statute is in bad shape and should 
be completely rewritten to take 
proper cognizance of new tech- 
niques and developments in the 


| entertainment field. 


In discussing some of the TV 
headaches, Myers said he was 


| waiting for “a nice fat lawsuit” one 
'of these days when a television 


| sculpture. 


Out of | 


47 applications, only 14 were ac- | 


cepted. Large percentage of re- 
jections, according to Lyons, lies 
in the fact that the first batch of 


| place future product. 





| 


camera picks up and broadcasts a 
copyrighted picture or piece of 
He said the broadcast- 
ers were “in a bad spot” on this 
because the matter has never gone 
to court, so that nobody knows 
what will happen. 

Myers called for a statute ito 
clarify the point at which a dra- 


Film Industry Clashes 








po a : A vas ? i 
ards for CBS color which the/|of the major talent lineups of the | Jéct- Color will make meaningful | exists fog sib  ~ is sete 
agency is committed to “forth-| video season. many subjects which would be | TT he fil De ee ee ee : 
with” if the adaptors are not put| Set for the getaway show are | “rab in monochrome. It really | PI PRO FOOTBALLERS \ +4 ame Saeoeey, Be anyaneen. Y 
in | Helen Hayes, doing a scene from! #@ds_a new dimension to tele- |. or ge ed a ne a oe Ss ‘ 
: ; l“wWictoria Regina”: ing | Vision, and it is impossible to ex- UthOr Who sells a property tor 
Meanwhile, some set makers are | ashen tao *"Etamdade hac h tote press in quantitative terms the AGAIN NIX TELECASTS Fieri but reserves the right for 
undoubtedly preparing to adapt | Best Friend” number from her #Mount of additional intelligence Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. living actors to perform the story ; 
but who me has not been a |“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” | Which it can convey.” ; ep video, a common situation in 
4 n ced. . s, of cou mg Be | Broadway musicomedy: Alec Tem-| While declining to comment on | Management of Pittsburgh Steel- contracts. Then the television net- i 
operating by transmitting an hour | ’ : | ‘ccion’s re. | CFS, local pro football club, has said | (Conti d . 
a day in New York of color test pleton, and Paul and Grace Hart- | the effects of the Commission’s BR | aoe tn: anteasinlen nena. manien. atedh | ontinued on page 39) i 
pattern. The web said only that | man, latter reprising a number| cent decision on color since final | ;. sticking to iit beute pt per- | 
the experimental broadcasts were|ftom their ‘Tickets, Please” | action has not yet been taken, Miss -mitting only the showing of high-| Donley Sets U Outfit 
instituted “at the request of tele-| legiter. | Hennock declared that the devel-' 1: 1s three days later. WDTV is| y p 
vision set manufacturers.” Henry Fonda, of “Mr. Roberts,” | opment “poses great problems” in| “80'S tree Cays ta +h, eit lace | ‘ ° ’ 
, is set as the initial emcee, (they'll | the current proceedings to allocate saieie ae nin oe ain vary | For Assignment on I V: 
be rotated), with Vinton Freedley | additional channels for television. | WeGnecday ae ot 9-30 genie Wh . T z 
° TIV as the show’s permanent host. | ‘For the Commission is not deal-| 7° * ’ *: es: Ping gO nua 
Lion Roars as K Patterned along the same lines| ing,” she observed, “with a pass- are played the previous Sunday. ealies akes an Option 
‘ ere " at the annual ANTA Album legit | ing novelty which each person may} Sponsorship has switched since ; Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Beams Vidfilm With production, the TV show is being (Continued on page 34) last fall, however. Then the 30-| Brian Donlevy has formed New 
; ‘ produced by Freedley, with How- minute summary was bankrolled by | Colony, Inc., for production of a 
Mickey Rooney Pidgeon = Teichmann as writer and di- Mail Pouch Tobacco, and now Fort | S¢ries of 30-minute telepix tagged 
; ’ rector of the series. Wilston Ka e f Ca | ? Pitt Brewing Co. is picking up the | Dangerous Assignment,” in which 
t Hollywood, Sept. 19. yb A is — executive y or meis. tab. Joe Tucker and Bob Prince | Pesed an his ‘NBC x ae ont yi 
i . or Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency on Sammy Kaye is huddling with | continue to call ’em and do the) ““?, . raagio series in 
f yt . — mane omnes ie the Dodge account. 'Kendall Foster of the William Esty | color, respectively. | waren Donlevy stars, with 
: Kal eagles to letermine how, when, ANTA will receive a royalty pay-| agency this week with an eye to Wheaties bankrolling. i 
: where and why Flamingo Films, $ Donlevy acquired video rights 


on Business” and NBC's “ Sadie | atite ae 4 ‘ °y ae William Korn, who di- 
tagged “Mixed Doubles,” was) Family.” s “Aldrich this year _ NBC. ; | On TV St. Louis Series rects AM version, will also direct 
b. beamed over KTTV locally, cueing y: Esty reporteciy wants the show | teleshow which will be lensed in 
a colossal burn at the studio. Film \for Camels. If the deal goes! gany Benson arrives in New | color. ° 
execs pointed out that Pidgeon cur- Carson Ma M D ld through, it will probably alternate | York from the Coast tomorrow | Donlevy is bankrolling but it's 
f rently is under contract and the ? re wicvona be hg Vaughn Monroe show on | (Thurs.) to line up television | understood Wheaties will pick up 
, film apparently was made while Set for Chi ‘Li . Sh ’ die ‘rights to “Meet Me in St. Louis.” tab if it’s satisfied with quality 
i Rooney also was pacted to the Cul- Iving OW |New radio series of that title teed| When series is canned. Filming 
4 ver City studio and consequently Chicago, Sept. 19. off on the NBC web Sunday night | Starts Oct. 2. 





Inc., of New York, lensed a one- 
reeler of Mickey Rooney and Wal- 
ter Pidgeon playing tennis. Short, 


neither could be filmed for video. 


_KTTV disclaimed all responsi- 
bility, declaring station had rented 
film from Flamingo which was re- 
sponsible for clearing the footage. 
Viewers opined the film might be 
the work of amateurs and could 
conceivably have been lensed with- 
ey the knowledge of the film 

ane, 


Studio turned the matter over 


hearing KTTV’s explanation, 


| acro trio; magician Bob Sharpe, 
to the home office for action after | ventriloquist Bob Rich, comic Tom. 


ment for each program. 
ABC show is slotted Sunday 7:30 
p.m., opposite CBS’ “This Is Show 





Film actress Marie McDonald 
was pacted last week to co-star 
with Jack Carson at the third an- 
‘nual National Television and Elec- 
| trical Living Shuw, which starts its 
‘nine-day run at the Coliseum 
Sept. 30. 

Also set for the variety show 
{Which will be staged three times 
daily and four times on Saturdays 
and Sunday are the Honey Bros., 











‘returning his “So You Want to 
|Lead a Band” show to television. 
_Program was a summer sustainer 








Murray to Murray 

It’s “Murray to open and 
Murray to close” on CBS’ Sat- 
urday night TV lineup this 
fall. 

From 8 to 9, Ken Murray’s 
show takes over. From 9 to 
10 it'll be the new Frank Sinat- 
ra show. From 10 to 11 “Sing 
It Again” and 11 to midnight 
the Jan Murray “Songs for 
Sale.” 

All four shows bow in that 





my Wells and Lou Breese and orch. 


t 


position Oct. 7, 








Sally Benson Huddles 


(17), starring Peggy Ann Garner. 
Miss Benson will confab with Bar- 
ron Polan, producer of the radio 
package. 


Because film rights to the “St. 
Louis” title are owned by Metro, 
which produced a Judy Garland 


tag, the video show will be retitled 
“The Smiths of Kensington Ave- 
nue.” If the title were not changed, 
it would be impossible for the show 
to be kinescoped. It’s believed the 





‘ITV package will be slotted on NBC. 


musical several years ago with that | 
| for TV talent. 


| from 





package-owner-scripter Bob 


| Ryfe, who'll continue to pen series 





for tele. 





Hammond Back From 
Europe With TV Talent 


Larry Hammond returned this 
week from a two-week hop to Lon- 
don and Paris where he negotiated 
He also huddled 
with David Nivens on a projected 
Broadway play Hammond plans te 
produce, 

While in London Hammond mar- 
ried Merikay Lee, U. S. showgirl. 
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NBC GAGMEN SNAG AIN'T FUNNY 





~ Martin & Lewis 35.6—Toast’ 233 


Radio’s long-established “habit” factor, which presumably was 
responsible for many listeners tuning into the same show week after 


week may not be marked in television. 


Special four-city survey 


taken for NBC by the Audience Research Bureau reveals the Dean 
Martin-Jerry Lewis stanza of “Colgate Comedy Hour” Sunday night 
(17) came up with a 35.6 rating, as against Ed Sullivan's “Toast of 


the Town” on CBS with a 23.3, 


Since the Sullivan show had con- 


sistently been one of the rating leaders last season, it was believed 
impossible that.the new NBC package would cut into his standing 


so soon. 
Spread of 12.3 between the two 


shows contrasts with one of only 


five for the preceding week, when Eddie Cantor teed off the Col- 


gate show opposite Sullivan. 


coincidental telephone calls in N 
Chicago. 


Thus, the difference in ratings be- 
tween the two is apparently growing, 
. Y., Washington, Cleveland and 
Bob Hope show for Frigidaire Thursday night (14), in- 


Survey was conducted by 


cidentally, drew a 52 rating on the same check. 








Threat to WPTZ Sports Perch Seen 
In Philly Football, Series Setups 


X 





Philadelphia, Sept. 19. + 


Coming ‘sports events—the foot- 
ball season and the World Series— 
are casting their shadows before 
them over local television. WPTZ’s 
long dominance in the TV coverage 
of sports is due to be challenged 
on the gridiron, and there is some 
doubt about the station originating 
the Series telecasts. 

President Harold E. Stassen, of 
the U. of Pennsylvania, doesn’t ap- 
of exclusive contracts of 


prove 
broadcasts of the Penn football 
games. Last year, under Stassen’s 


dictum, no less than five Philadel- 
phia radio stations carried the 
Penn Saturday afternoon sports- 
casts. This year Prexy Stassen ap- 
plied the same treatment to TV, | 
and WPTZ, which has carried the 
games exclusively since 1940, now 
must make the games available to 
its rivals, WCAU-TV and WFIL-TV. 

Under a new three-year agree- 
ment with the university, WPTZ 
has the exclusive right of first re- 
fusal for the originating of all net- 
work telecasts during the next 
three years. When the station of- 
fered its services to its competi- 
tion, WFIL-TV, which carries the 
Notre Dame games, wasn’t especial- 
ly interested. 

WCAU-TV, however, startled 

(Continued on page 34) 


RTDG in Blast At 


Screen Directors 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 








Radio-Television Directors Guild 
has filed unfair labor practice | 
charge against the Screen Direc- | 
tors Guild, with NLRB alleging | 
SDG is an employer-dominated or- 
Zanization and 
RTDG 
ployees at KECA-TV. 


TV Peeper 
Akron, O., Sept. 19. 
Seems as though neighbors 
can’t tell the difference be- 
tween a Peeping Tom and a 
television enthusiast. Anyway, 
General Hopkins, 63, arrested 
for being a Peeping Tom, told 
Judge A. D. Zook in Akron 
police court last week that he 
was watching. the program 
through a window, and often 
watched TV that way. 
Judge Zook suspended the 
court costs. 


Crusade to Lift 
Big 10 Tele Ban 
: Started in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

Organized resistance to the 
Western Conference ban on live 
televising of its football games, 
including those of the U. of Minne- 
sota, one of its members, has put 
in an appearance here. 

Herb Johnson, St. Paul television 
set dealer, has started a campaign 
for the bombardment of Gov. L. D. 


Youngdahl of Minnesota with peti- 
tions demanding that the Minne- 
sota contests be televised. The pe- 





ai cianaal 





| titions are being distributed in tav- 


erns and elsewhere throughout the 
state. 

Petitions contend that Minnesota 
is no longer bound by the Confer- 


interfered with | ence agreement which, it’s charged, 
efforts to organize eM-| was broken when three member 


|schools, Michigan, Northwestern 


Dick Mack, local RTDG head,/and Illinois, contracted for the 


declared “It’s too bad” 


guilds |jarge screen televising of their 


couldn't get together to clear up games in Chicago and Detroit the- 


the situation before SDG’s sudden | atres. 


request for recognition. 


hearing and decision on unfair} }ijxe Minnesota, an obligation is 
practices charge may hold up di-| owed to the citizens who support 


rectors at KECA-TV from being 
able to negotiate contract for 
months, and said negotiations, 
Which began three, months ago, 
probably would have been con- 
cluded by now if SDG_ hadn't 
Stepped into picture. 


OVALTINE BUYS ABC 





PUPPET STRIP FROM CHI. 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

ABC-TV, which is currently sus- 
taining three 15 minute cross-the- 
board puppet shows in its late 
alternoon kiddie block, adds a 
Marionette strip to the lineup 
Sept. 25. But this one starts off 
With a sponsor. Wander Co., mak- 
ers of Ovaltine, wil bankroll the 
new show, “Sandy Strong,” which 
B0es into the 5:15 to 5:30 p.m. slot 
(CDT) next week, 

Series, a Sam Singer package, 
Will originate from Chicago, with 
William Friedman producing. Ray 
Suber will do the voice work and 
Helen York will manipulate the 
Strings. - 


‘the Minnesota home and away- 


even though it 
football revenue 


the institutions, 
should mean 
losses. 
Although Radio~ City theatre 
here will have large screen tele- 
vision, Ike Armstrong, of Minne- 
sota athletic director, has refused 
to follow the lead of Michigan, 
Northwestern and Ilinois to permit 
the theatre televising of the games. 
Both Twin City TV _ stations, 
KSTP and WTCN, have already 
contracted to carry telecasts of 
Notre Dame and other big non- 
Conference games on Saturday aft- 
ernoons throughout the football 
‘games. On Sunday they'll televise 


from-home games via kinescope, 





Kellogg Teenager 


Kellogg has bought a new three- 
times-a-week tele show, “Space 
Cadet,” slanted for teenagers, 


segments Monday, Wednesday and 





| 


Fridays on CBS-TV. 
It’s scheduled to preem in Octo- 


Agency is Grant Advertising Inc. | ber. 








WRITERS BALK Scramble On For Bert Parks TV Show 


AT T-IN-4 PLAN 


NBC is currently in the middle 
of one of its alltime major TV 
headaches—trying to resolve the 
writer dilemma on the Sunday 
and Wednesday night star-rotating 
shows. Since it’s axiomatic that a 
“show is as good as its writers,” 
NBC and the comics involved in 
the series of top-budgeted shows 
want nothing but the best—wheth- 
er it’s N. Y. scripters or Coast- 
berthed writers who are being 
asked to move east. 


But the situation is far from sim- 
ple. There are a minimum of nine 


different productions involved 
monthly on the Sunday = and 
Wednesday round-robin shows, 


with each comic, in most instances, 
insisting on his own gagmen. But 
since it means a writer working 
one week and laying off three, the 
script and gag boys aren’t inter- 
ested in a once-a-month paycheck. 


Right now NBC’s TV topper, Syl- 
vester L. (Pat) Weaver is going 
around in circles, trying to come 
up with some kind of solution. 
Everybody concerned realizes that 
the ideal solution would be to pay 
the writers a weekly salary, even 
though they’re working for one 
show a month. But NBC doesn’t 
find that arrangement economical- 
ly feasible, since the writing, in} 
this instance, involves major coin. 


As Key to Possible $5,000,000 Biz 





Dog as TV Prop 


Unlimited are the “by-prod- 
ucts” of the new art form 
called television. Ruth As- 
kenas, totally blind actress 
connected with the Lighthouse 
Players, New York, earned $75 
by loaning her seeing eye dog, 
Bina, for Tuesday’s (19) tele- 
cast of “Suspense” on CBS- 
ee 

Seeing eye dogs, however, 
cannot be used in any telecast 
that might spoil the beast for 
its primary function and own- 
ers have to know what the 
script calls for. 


Stadium Hoopla 


For Football TV 
In Det. Theatre 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 
Engineers are working at the 
Michigan theatre on the first in- 
stallation in Detroit of big-screen 
television equipment for broadcast, 

















NBC was playing with the idea 
of having the top writer for each 
show alternate on different produc- | 


over a private channel, of the U. of 


game Sept. 30. Detroit and Chi- 


+ New 


General Foods daytime 
strip, starring Bert Parks, may be 
the key to as much as $5,000,000 in 
new billings to the television net- 


work which shares the show. Proc- 
ter & Gamble, which has long been 
the top spender in daytime radio, 
is now flirting with a heavy plunge 
into daytime TV and is expected to 
tag the same web that gets the 
Parks show. These two, in turn, 
are expected to draw in other spon- 
sors on the assumption that the 
adjacencies will pay off in bigger 
ratings. 

As of yesterday (Tues.), GF and 
its agency, Young & Rubicam, had 
not settled on a web for the Parks 
stanza, but NBC was figured to 
have the inside track. CBS, how- 
ever, is still pitching and has pur- 
posely delayed any finalization of 
its daytime programming in order 
to provide time for GF if it gets 
the nod. Once the web is decided 
upon, it’s believed that daytime 
video will quickly reach the point 
where it can compete for audiences 
with radio, as much as the higher- 
budgeted nighttime TV shows com- 
pete with the AM programs. 


Parks’ show, an audience partici- 
pationer packaged by Louis G. 
|Cowan, has been bought on a three- 
itimes-weekly basis by GF. This rep- 
resents $1,000 000 in billings and, 
since the same web will also have 





'Michigan-Michigan State football | first call on selling the remaining 


|two days of the cross-the-board 


tions, but in view of the comics’|cago will be the first cities in| half-hour, it will undoubtedly snag 
desire to use their own writers, | America to show Big Ten football | another $500,000. P&G has been 
this, too, was abandoned. Only in| games exclusively for theatre re-|talking with the network sales 
the case of Eddie Cantor and Fred | ception on the day of the game, 


Allen are the same team of script- | 
ers being used, since both shows 
are under the production aegis of | 
Charles Friedman. The Martin and | 
Lewis Show, Bob Hope Show and 
Bobby Clark program, which com- | 
plete the Sunday night comedy par- | 
lay, will have their own writers. | 

Same situation pertains to the) 
Ed Wynn-Danny Thomas - Jimmy | 
ries on Wednesday night. Wynn) 
has been anxious to bring Hal Kan- 
ter east to head his TV writing 
staff. Since it means dropping the 
lucrative Bing Crosby radio assign- 
ment, Kanter, like the rest, ques- 
tions the wisdom of giving up a 
weekly pay check for a monthly | 
one. 


‘Mack Family Hour’ Inked 
Additional to ‘Amateur’; 





Earl J. Hudson, president of 
United Detroit Theatres, announced 


that the telecast was being under- | 


taken at a great cost and that there 
will be a nominal increase in ad- 


'mission charge for the event. Re- 


served seat ducats in the mezzanine 
will be $2.50 and other tickets $1.80 
(tax included) in the 4,000-seat 
house. The response of the public 


iDurante-Jack Carson rotating se-|will prove, according to Hudson, 


just how practical -such presenta- 
tions will be as both entertainment 
and spectacle. - 


Hudson said that the Michigan 
presentation will differ radically 
from the one planned in Chicago. 
Here it will be staged as a spec- 
tacle with much fanfare, a special 
band to play college songs, a pa- 
rade to the theatre, and a stage 
presentation in the form of a foot- 
ball prologue. 

The Michigan plans to recreate, 
in so far as possible, the atmos- 
phere of the stadium at Ann Arbor, 





Set for Sunday Slotting 


with vendors hawking souvenirs in 
the theatre aisles; favors being sold 


Petitions also point out that | 
He feels jn the case of state universities 


which goes into the 6:45 to 7 p. m. | 


ABC-TV and Reemack Enter- 
prises, packagers of the Ted Mack- 
emceed “Original Amateur Hour,” 
have negotiated for a new hour- 
long video show to be called “The 
Ted Mack Family Hour,” which 
will be projected along the same 
lines as the onetime “Major Bowes 
Family Hour.” Latter was also a 
| supplementary attraction to Bowes’ 
“Original Amateur Hour,” utiliz- 
ing the “Roxy and His Gang” com- 
ponents. 

Additional Ted Mack stanza is 
being slated for Sunday afterncon 


traction. 
uled for mid-October. Final 30 
minutes of show will get a simul- 
cast for AM, too. 


Pontiac’s Grid Pickups 
Via ABC Tues. Vidpix 


Pontiac, latest of a-string of auto 
manufacturers to buy time on the 
ABC video web, has decided to 
bankroll a series of half-hour foot- 
ball films on Tuesday nights start- 
ing in two weeks. 


| 





pecially for video, will spotlight 
each week the top college football 
game of the preceding Saturday. 
Pontiac will not concentrate on any 
single grid conference, but hopes 
to have its cameras roam the coun- 
\try for the game of the week, 





slotting, similar to the Bowes’ at-| 
A tele audition is sched- | 


Pix, which are being lensed es-. 


| by “candy butchers” (pretty sweat- 
er girls wearing Michigan and State 
|colors) and the sale of everything 
|from hot dogs to pop. 

The theatre will open at 10:30 
a.m. the day of the game for its 
‘regular showing. Seat reservations 
lare being taken and tickets will be 
sold to the house capacity, All 
seats will be guaranteed. 


LOEW'S N.Y. CIRCUIT'S 
INITIAL VIDEO TIEUP 


Indicating at least a small crack 
in the wall thrown up by the 
Loew’s organization against any 
kind of television activity, Loew’s 
theatre circuit, N. Y., this week 





al tie-ins with “Hollywood Quideo,” 
new audience participation quizzer 
teeing off Oct. 8 via the N. Y. Daily 
| News’ WPIX. Show, which will 
|hold down the Sunday 3 to 3:30 
‘p.m. slot will ask viewers to iden- 
tify old and current film stars from 
trailers, clips and stills. Hal Tunis 
and Marion Carter will emcee the 
| show, an Al Black package. 


WPIX this week also set plans 
for another quiz show, “All Sports 
Quiz,” which tees off Oct. 19 in the 
11:15 to 11:45 p.m. period. Tunis 
‘and Miss Carter will also emcee 
this one, with Winston TV Stores 
| bankrolling both through 
Sternfield-Godley agency. 





wee. 


signed to participate via promotion- | 


execs about a half-hour daytime 
| strip also, which will represent an- 
‘other $1,500,000. Once those deals 
iare closed, the webs expect other 
| bankrollers to come in for at least 
{a total of $2 000,000 more per year. 


| NBC would like to slot the Parks 
\strip in its 3 to 3:30 p.m. slot. 
In that way the web believes it 
would have a good chance of sell- 
ing another half-hour strip star- 
ring Ransom Sherman from 3:30 
to 4, which would directly precede 
the Kate Smith show from 4 to 5. 
To date, two bankrollers have 
bought 15-minute segments each a 
week on the Smith program. 


Hayes-Healy Exit 
‘Stork for Borden 


Peter Lind Hayes and his part- 
ner-wife, Mary Healy, are check- 
ing off the CBS-TV “Stork Club” 
show upon expiration of the first 
13-week cycle. 


The Hayes-Healy duo has been 
bought by Borden for a _ three- 
| nights-a-week, 15-minute spread at 
, 11 o’clock on CBS-TV. No start- 
,ing date has been set as yet. 


| Despite the web’s disappoint- 
|ment in “Stork Club” thus far, it 
will take a stab at another 13-week 
cycle, with a new set of personali- 
ties headed by Johnny Johnston, 
the singer; a revised format, and 
a new and expanded time slot. 

|, Show presently is heard three 
| times a week in the 7:45 to 8 p.m. 
| period. For the upcoming cycle 
‘it will go five-times-a-week, 7 to 
| 7:30. 

| In addition to Johnston, Virginia 
' (Mrs. Quenton) Reynolds will be 
| a regular on the show. Abe Bur- 
rows, who produced prior to con- 
|tacting pneumonia last month, is 
returning to the program in the 
same capacity. 


Hub’s 490,000 TV Sets 


Boston, Sept. 19. 

TV set sales in Boston covet 
age area are close to the 500,000 
mark according to the latest joint 
survey by WNAC-TV and WBZ- 
‘TV. Brokendown the list shows 
484.927 sets installed in homes 
' with 5,015 in public places. 
| This is an increase of 42,937 sets 











the over last survey taken the first of 


August. 
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where mayhem befalls a gent who coloratura to the deep-throated 


| 4 tones of the contralto she had un- 
| wants a coat with a belt in the né : a oey, Visually, 
CANTOR SCORES Hil | pack. But the antiquity of the rou- erring pitch and ¢ af yA oanet ate 


tines made no matter: Eddie too, she has one 0 


N TELEVISION BOW played them with a wonderful resting faces yet seen on the 
) ul ilarity they were screen. 
——_—- roughhouse Mia ye new. : ; The dancing, which enue Tril ‘ 
"As was to be expected, the clic Tommy Ww —, Denay bane ae. me 
P ax to Eddie’s offering found the | Helen Wood, Janet Gay . seated nieago 
Prances | vomedl 1 Wills, Jr., Charlotte Fayne and )5 


. dis j familiar black- 
comedian 1n the Bipot ee ao ake telbp yne and 


T sh Popular Routines in vee ‘ng and skippil cat 
Through - fem “dy Theatre’ ang — rolling <m eyes, he suited to the needs of the camera, 

Debut of emee’ ; a sh “Now's the Time to for which thanks are due Dick 

ran throug ” “Ain't She Sweet?” Barstow. As a further attraction, 

Fall in Love, : " Y also had some genuinely 


ies a . peter ek Mey Pe . Robert E. the show 
} By JACK GOULD a and o Waitin’ fot the Hom pretty girls, particularly the blonde TV NATU RAL IN 
Eddie Cantor came to television Lee who played Cantor’s secretary. 


I tl sore voice than he ever 10 s secre + 
last night as the first star of the With no more t equi ee retary. 
C a lesson in pure g 


new “Comedy Theatre” (8 F M. |" had, he gave and personality, pul well-staged, with the veteran Al : ) 
on N. S. SS and — a oy series salesmans sumbers over with the —a lending a very felpful BLACK AND \\ HITE 
rddie Ag] poe ede trouper proverbial bang. What a lot the hand from the or 1estra pit. - 

of tradition, singing, wise-crack- youngs 











Veteran Showman 


—— ee 








ters in the business have to 





ing, dancing and thoroughly en- learn! 1d hand, Eddie re- Minstrel Show Finale Pleases 
joying himself. This morning he Being an ol ane. t sapnort- : 
is TV’s undisputed new hit cruited an unusually g00¢ 1p} ast Viewers 
. rs . 4 - é ° P > > ont 11S ow 
In making his debut before the , 1ng cast se Soe resorting to — 
cameras—Eddie acted as if he had efforts. in : seer a sr Sei Ea 
Relaxed , the time-consuming device of By LARRY WOLTERS 


been brought up in video. ' 
and self-assured, he imbued the long and al 
whole sixty-minute proceedings ; gain him an 


ty ballet, W hich should 

~ award or two alone, 

: isti -ecented a Well- saced mixture 

with a pep and zest characteristic he presented a ihn 8 a teively 
of the best that can be: seen on of extraordinary singing < 


For 25 years Eddie Cantor was 
a great Broadway showman, And 
for 15 years he had been biding his 
time in radio, waiting for television 


Broadway. Apparently there’s dancing ae of the eve- to come along. With 40 years of 

: : a P . he ¢ ast § : . : . : } 

nothing wrong with television that As tne Gee imac the Peruvian rehearsal Cantor was ripe for video 

a real showman cant cure. ning, Yma »* ats than lived Sunday night when he stepped off }' , 


Eddie’s offering was largely a coloratura soprano, SS eee alae 
one-man operation, a sort of “Cav-, up to the critical Dra Ww ‘ct Coast. 
aleade of Cantor’ down through | had received on nose to the Sun” 
the years. There were a couple of | In offering the Hymn to t ’ oa 
old sketches—the half - dressed , of the Incas she displ’ believable 
Army rookie reporting for inspec- | which had almost un f the 
tion and a scene in a tailor shop range. From the high notes 0 


NBC-TV’s new Comedy Hour. 

The Cantor program had more 
Broadway showmanship than any- 
thing heretofore seen on TV, in- y 
cluding last year’s Broadway Re- 
vue. Cantor has always been a vis- 
ual comedian, so he is back in his 











element on TV. ? 

Two of the more hilarious Can- 

: tor skits revealed him as the raw 
army recruit, and as a Maxwell ” 


street type tailor. These were 
loaded with laughs, _ Cantor has 
surrounded himself with plenty of 
talent. including the best in dan- 4 
cers from Broadway, and a new 
Inea-Peruvian soprano, Yma Su- 
mac, who boasts a four octave range, 
an extremély telegenic girl. 

NOSTALGIC: The Cantor show 
drips with nostalgia. Older people 
who remember him from Ziegfeld 
Follies and other musicals enjoyed 
his minstrel show finale, including 
such songs as “Ain't She Sweet,” 
“Ma. He’s Makin’ Eyes at Me,” and 
“Waitin’ for the Robert E. Lee.” 
Eddie is tons in blaekface. 
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By HARRIET VAN HORNE 
‘mm Eddie Cantor, bouncing like a]. _ 
new tennis ball in what should be “nnn HAMMAM HMMM HUMMNOy - 
his cracked old age, opened the 
vitiwma new Colgate Comedy Theatre OVEL Biwi a 
Taking up Mr. Cantor's debut nt 
intima “rst, it was a oe" 4 ol ‘ Or 
; way revue, with a eat from this unr HAHMHEMUMNUHMOMLNIMAG Jus®Y No 
file, a chapter from that one and “ll Un IST 4 RMAN c 
: f dust from an Inca MNisr*? SOON 4 LAR 
naan ge last was provided DY A Prsn, ma 80ing ry get ” THIS i @ | si ae 
Peruvian soprano of uncanny wmnmumumnnmf Vitarrek him ¢ertite Bound to ie that’ Steps, 3; t 
soaey, Se Ole = pill thee: the aan Cantor Style Seatly “Nes out , It 
The ageless Eddie, rolling his age, Banjo Ey he takeg'* °f the Iso imitateg itty in. ; nN “aun 
eyes, hop-skipping like a child and J" 1a tan °s” since plans? those ta Salt 10 iets 
generating enough energy te Sturdiey i he ] k ¥ doesn’ ports ite n ree eis nd é 1 he Start 
shame a cyclotron, went through As we fan h Si: Dees. rom t , t r arteg 
j » ili ‘ e dj alth tl * 4Uum zs Con ap- &n; On t} 
A the repertoire that's familiar to Space © Nave did 9 ier 2 Winget a8 1 ly < With finale he a 
5.3118 “RT nay’ - poll lag 2j S3 Veup n . &s , lan C 1 Eda; roa 
millions. He sang "Now s the Time tainer kes a oe bef tag age Canto; es e god. tosseg  DUurnt outle be inst : d 
to Fall in Love” and “How Ya aCting ~~©€ps ell kp in thig | 20d } = ‘ire rk. > only of Stel sho 
Gonna Keep ‘Em Down on the be kin Young Man Joop; enter Money lakes hon tUltimiy); of ped... Minst, (O%t of ©, Wearj w 
Farm?”. He offered sketches from female ;“" to “i Tim king and but Ti? his ‘Ome Ulionaj, : ty Sirle rels 5 the . ‘ing Sis 
his old Broadway shows. And in ment 2% the 1€ m €em: toa. bet ¢) Public 2 as tt | in not alway, Comprj. i- 
his minstrel-man blackface he tied oe realm than e 2nd Wore” lo =" if Prear rove, Matte Caut Pad $ enjoy Sed 
the show together with a rousing ne vonethen® Tam p; Mlertain, | PaY for thao nots.” get ‘snd came , U are OW Brent hackgrg, <4 fem. 
Spend this Hour With You" “on Sion just ag Eddie 84.  teugitlle Was pil = ht there | “Gyul herp ~Pret{ Sica] No 
pe ns ; ; Pp ebuy 4S spry * 7 r a. tan | Orn Ven ‘an p. os m 
j gave a little talk on what America whet) as / (WR. pen his ot ap. It Would heir fea? Make be cer (Sang a e : 
: means. It was his old radio show, f en f ha le diq < . & Cleyj. Town's ake a] Cl ang . People | >*Udio rom}; Step 
brought back with pictures. | Ané fount oy luncheg Me verry, 8 “ye jp, MUle to k Gehen,PPlaud 7M hole-ne, dence IS hits pri int 
it proved, all over again, what a Ually ¢.9' and With 27S ag May . ee Ma ang am catted cut 2nd ¢) 
superb showman Eddie Cantor is. . famous Sas him, hig Banjo oa ges him trem Sters ? COnfiden Poppi With 
ae antoy < Uhters ot their enue bie *s askin a lette p Ziegtesy us t at a ; 
‘an : S ¢ Pe Sug , o I'v ‘ ‘ant F , any 
his pnd a May seit vain Ve locp OP n “wnt Ollies © him Id. 
of them 22nso Median, ‘PASter gp stiiy out we ; i Ton h he Jiveuleal a and oy ‘hoopedé 
Senteg le Bay lat hb le p, omin”: Ci Stand, tJ wer ‘ith es. ad , pler one ” 
I a ft oe St Pack Wo ul ised } -an or u b k 10ut 1) IShegd 
his My Oo evi On : age Ve Ve . Ow, I as Wise lere or thej, 
j boast Pinion?” 2udien det Pres) ad Sketches Drove MS Ars py. Computed hint,» 
” e e : — Mg e . es ] “ee "s P " ‘Om : 3 ow . 
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big, or’ ly 800 Vhich 11s : had : SOnge Orat,.: elf wi to; oe 
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By GEORGE RO 
Another major eee k |Gaylord, of “Gentlem —_— 
TV plunge Sunday (10), whee Ear Wile ir Charlotte Paps; Lan | ] 
9 ¢ antor inaugurated the new let uae Rudy Tone and the bal. eg 
iour-long star-rotating “Colg: B ‘ am of Joy Williams “es One of : V Editor 
Comedy Theatre” on NBC gate uttignal. and Val ioms of PP sais tried and true 
it establis , . Succeedi ‘ ow caein™ ax- 
of 40 a gg esse a veteran troed ar ee were in- With BEN GROSS cane —— more,” an ig 
hagas a ea db th yr meas oo in all dictating the whl eo. voice Whale of a Show... That de- y ve es Eddie Heuaer ate ex- 
ment indus- | gal; firstly reminisci 0 a Colgate scribes the first “Colgate Comedy an eg! when he made hom Sun- 
ng on “Banjo Hour” on NBC-TV (8 to 9) last He left “Colgate Comedy Hot 
It marked the TV debut of Eddie oa wees on ous — 
: Smart showma 
n 


try,asa T é i 
ry, as a TV natural. And, like Bob | Eyes” (circa 1942) for 
a reprise of night. 


Eddie Cantor—and the report this that he is, Eddi 
S, le did not for “ 
rce him- 


Hope before him, he eff 
a ie : , »ffected the | “We’re Havi 
ansition into the “glamo : re Having a Bab yr? ° 
° r” me-| arious ski , y” and a hil- 
ium with a finess “eG ous Skit on ins : 
at oe ee nine training camp. - “agente at a U.S. morning must be that he is made Self int 
dium a naved the ec the me- | revival of the “belt scene, plus a for television. Sprightly and fast- other oO every scene as s 
whole new career for ihe < for a | Clothing Store skit fro ag Bet paced, with breath-taking dancing, te ps do. He was ¢ es 
e comic. | 1920 “Midnight R m_ Cantor's this production had everything for Duriee at When he had content ; 
ounders” were the popular ages. pe Ban intervals peepee part. { 
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DON McNEILL’S TV CLUB 
With Gloria Swanson, Johnny Des- 
mond, Patsy Lee, Sam Cowling, 
Cliff Petersen; Bob Murphy, an- 
nouncer; Eddie Ballantine orch 
Producer: Ivor McLaren 
Director: Grover J. Allen 
60 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. (CDT) 
PHILCO 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 
(Hutchins) 
Don McNeill and “The Break- 
fast Club” gang made the jump 
into video Wednesday night (13) 





with free-wheeling format packed 
with a large bundle of first-rate | 
tele entertainment. An imagina-| 
tively produced session with only 
a few slow spots, the show ranged | 
the spectrum from corn to sophis- 
tication with resulting broad ap- 
peal. 

Although guest star Gloria 
Swanson copped top honors on the 
initialer, more significant for the 
future of the series was the ex- 
cellent teevee capabilities evi- 
denced by the regular members of 
the cast. McNeill, emcee and king- 
pin of the show, gains aded effec- 
tiveness in the new medium. It 
points to his easily being accepted 
as a video personality comparable 
to his radio success, which after 17 
years as an AM headliner is no| 
mean feat. He and the rest of the 
regular crew—singers Johnny Des- | 
mond and Patsy Lee and comedi- | 
ans Sam Cowling and Cliff Peter- 
sen succeeded in projecting a 
great deal of intrinsic camaraderie 
which should quickly gain momen- 
tum with family dialers. 


Preem definitely showed the 
“Breakfast Club’ cast to be at 
home in video but raised some 


questions about the tele adaptabil- 
ity of some of the BC format. Cer- 
tain of the BC staple features such 
as the moment of prayer and| 
some of the interviews with im-| 
ported non-pro guests came off 
okay. However, lulls and produc- 
tion hitches occurred during a 
couple of guest interviews and 
other audience participation stunts. 

But the viewers who might have | 
stifled a yawn at the giggling | 
grandmother describing her corset | 
difficulty were more than _ re-| 
warded by the appearance of Miss 
Swanson. She was on for nearly 
the last 20 minutes of the show, 
not in the usual ornamental but 
insignificant guest star role, but as 
an active participant. Her repartee 
with McNeill was hilarious as was 
their skit in which he played the 
Latin lover to her femme fatale 
portrayal. 

Also topflight were the musical 
numbers, which registered well 
both visually and orally, thanks to 
clever production mountings. Miss 
Lee and Cliff Petersen were show- 
cased trickily in an oldtime theatre 
set, complete with pit pianist, as 
they sang “At the Nickelodeon 
Movie Show.” Desmond's standout 
treatment of “C’est Si Bon” was 
abetted by a neat sidewalk cafe 
layout. Baritone’s song and dance 
routine with Cowling as they 
duetted “Ain’t She Sweet” scored 
well. Offstage backing by Eddie Bal- 
lantine was consistently smooth. 

Segment was generously sprin- 
kled with good visual gag situa- 
tions. Cowling, demonstrating a 
nice deadpan technique, was in- 
volved in most of them for strong 
payoffs. Routine, satirizing TV’s 

uppet era, which had comic danc- 

ng from strings manipulated by a 
puppet was a neat twist. 

One of the best gags of the show 
was the so-called middle plug 
which had a real-life Philco vee- 
pee appear on stage and tear up 
the commercial and toss it aside 
with a “Let’s get on with the 
show.” Announcer Bob Murphy 
never did get around to a set spiel 
as part of the gag. 

Production by Ivor McLaren was 
big league and director Grover 
Allen cued the show with a deft 
hand. Dave. 





LET’S PLAY CHARADES 
With Nat Barrell, m. c.; guests 
Producer: John Hutchinson 
20 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p.m. 
GEORGE R. BENNETT CO. 
WBEN, TV, Buffelo 

(Ellis) 

This show preemed (10) for a 
second year, after a summer lay- 
off, using the same format as last 
year, with actors Dorothy D’Anna 
and Art Hunt miming book titles, 
songs, etc., and teams trying to 
guess them. A certain stiffness 
in the first show was eliminated 
in the second stint (17), when the 
format was changed entircly. Nat 
Barrell, who has plenty of show 
biz savvy, turned in an okay re- 
laxed job as emcee. 

New show is a definite improve- 
ment. Now male and female 
teams play “The Game.” Song 
title, proverb or what have you is 
pantomimed against time. Teams 
proved to be very apt. Titles were 
given to viewers and flashed on 
screen. It might have been inter- 
esting to hold back one or two, 
so that viewers could guess too. 
When show gets rolling, it should 
be a hit in this area, More. 


‘day night at 8 segment on NBC- 


THE SPEIDEL SHOW 

With Paul Winchell & Jerry Maho- 
ney, Jimmy Blaine, Patricia 
Bright, Sid Raymond, John Gart 
orch; others 

Producer-director: Sherman Marks 

Writers: J. Frank Clark, Alex 
Singer 

30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 

SPEIDEL CORP. 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(SSC & B) 

This new Louis G. Cowan pack- 

age, which the Speidel watchband 


company has bought for the Mon- 





TV, represents a novel integration | 
of the Paul Winchell-Jerry Maho-| 
ney ventro bits into the long famil- | 
iar “What’s My Name?” audience | 
participation format. With an early 
evening showcase (7 o'clock in the | 
midwest), it parlays a bid for both 
juve and adult audiences and com- 
bines a_ sufficient entertainment 
quotient to appeal to varied age 
levels. 

“Name” was long familiar to ra- 
dio audiences, when Ed Byron 
originally packaged the show with | 
Arlene Francis in the emcee role. | 
For the visual display, it has been 
enhanced by some solid production 
values, with the questions stacked | 
against the participants translated | 
into dramatic, farcical and musi- 
comedy vignettes. | 

For the TV version the Winchell- | 
Mahoney duo share the burden of | 


|'the emcee spot (along with Jimmy 


Blaine) and also participate in re- 
enacting the quiz aspects of the 
show. Material for the most part | 
was fresh on the opening stanza, | 


although better pacing and some 
tightening up would appear to he 
in order. Nonetheless, the basic 
values for a half-hour entertain- | 


ment have been molded together. 


With John Gart’s orch, Blaine, | 
Patricia Bright, Sid Raymond and 
a chorus among the supplementary 
attractions utilized for the quiz 
facets, “‘What’s My Name?” sug- 
gests that Speidel has bought it- 
self an engaging package. Rose, 





PENTHOUSE PARTY 
With Betty Furness, femcee; Don 
Cherry, Vincente Gomez, Anita 
Ellis, Senator Ford, Buddy Weed 
Trio 
Producer: Lester Lewis 
Director: Alex Segal 
30 Mins.; Fri., 10 p.m, 
BEST FOODS, INC. 
ABC-TV, from New York 

(Earle Ludgin) 
Smoothly emceed by blonde Betty 
Furness, “Penthouse Party” got 
away to a good start Friday (15) 
on ABC-TV. Half-hour show, built 
around a guest furmat, was marked 
by an easy, informal atmosphere. 
Set resembled an oversized living 
room and the camera moved eas- 
ily from the sundry participants to 
bring about a friendly bond be- 
tween viewers and those on the 
screen. 

For the preem Miss Furness had 
guitarist Vincente Gomez, songs- 
tress Anita Ellis and humorist Sen- 
ator Ford as visitors. Permanent 
cast members are baritone Don 
Cherry and the Buddy Weed Trio. 
Each guest was briefly interviewed 
by the femcee whose effortless in- 
tros and general poise were a 
pleasant contrast to the failings of 
some of her less gifted contempo- 
raries. 

Particularly well done was Miss 
Furness’ simulated crooning of 
“Put the Blame on Mame.” Actu- 
ally, the voice was that of Miss 
Ellis who has been the offscreen 
singing double of Rita Hayworth 
and Vera Ellen among others. The 
faked routine was a neat intro for 
the chirper. Gomez guitared a 
fetching Spanish dance, Ford dead- 
panned a yarn about “Dopey Dil- 
dock” while Cherry and the Weed 
outfit supplied okay musical inter- 
ludes. 

Layout principally plugs Best 
Foods’ Hellmann’s Mayonnaise. 
Through some technical snafu sev- 
eral*slides demonstrating uses of 
the dressing were unaccompanied 
by a sound track in the opening 
commercial. However, this defi- 
ciency was remedied in subsequent 
puffs. Also ballyed are BF’s Shin- 
ola and Rit. To the _ sponsor’s 
credit, the blurbs aren’t as long- 
winded as those on the majority of 
other shows. Gilb. 





MEET ME AT THE EAGLE 
With Betty Blair, Nancy Dolphin 
Producer: Lamb & Keen, Inc. 
Director: Glenn Bernard 
90 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
JOHN WANAMAKER 
WCAU-TV, Phila 

“Meet Me at the Eagle,” which 
debuted last week, (11) represents 
the largest daytime television con- 
tract written for a department 
store to date, an-hour-and-a-half 
daily across-the-board, totalling up 
to seven and one-half hours of TV 
time weekly. Lamb & Keen 
agency, which handles the account, 
have worked up a show that com- 





(Continued on page 36) 
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| angles. Mayhem and suicides were 


ALAN YOUNG SHOW 

With Gloria De Haven, guests 

Writers: Leo Solomon, David R. 
Schwartz, Young 

Producer-Director: Dick Linkroum 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 

ESSO STANDARD OIL 

CBS-TV, from Hollywood 
(Marschalk &: Pratt; Ralph H. 

Jones) : 

This show, which is produced in 

Hollywood and kinescoped with 

excellent quality in the east, con- 


cal comedy that Alan Young car- 
ried off successfully last year. Not 
all of Young’s bits is firstrate, but 
it is properly slanted for a visual 
medium and it registers as pleas- | 
ant TV entertainment on an over-| 





all basis. A versatile comic and | 
pantomimist, Young essays an) 
unforced, mild kind of humor} 


which emerges out of the sketches | 
which he enacts. 

On the preem (14), Young scored | 
best with his bit as a newspaper | 


taking place all around his camera, 
but Young missed it all while con-| 
centrating on some cliched cheese- 


cake poses. Less successful was 


| the sketch in which Young had to} 


| straight 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 





Ed Sullivan has unleashed a 
healthy bankroll to line up suffi- 
cient names to buck the NBC- 
Colgate comedy series opposite 
him. When not booking names 
purely for drawing ability, Sulli- 
van. has succeeded in hitting upon 
talent with a wealth of entertain- 
ment ability. Overall results in 
Sunday’s (17) show were good. 
Most of the performers delivered 
handily. 

Headline values were contained 
in Hedy Lamarr and Pat O’Brien. 
Latter has been appearing in cafes 
of late and has an act that repre- 
sents a desire to do something for 
the folks. O’Brien introduced him- 
self with “Same Old Shelalagh”’ 
and carbonned' Bert Williams’ 
Poker Game. He encored with a 
recitation of ‘‘America” 
intended 





to show poetic quality | 


in that tune. O’Brien. justified his | 


booking. 
Miss Lamarr made no such at- 
tempt. Apparently all she was 


take care of his child during the| hired to do was look pretty and| 


night. This was dragged out far | 
too long for the couple of laughs | 
contained in the routine. Ycung| 
closed with a cute boy-loves-girl | 
routine in which guestar Gloria | 
De Haven socked over the tune, | 
“IT Love the Guy,” to best 
vantage. 
Plugs for the oil product had a 
strained quality which was out of | 
tune with the rest of the show. | 
Straight commercials would have 
been far more effective. Herm. 





CHEZ PAREE AIRFLYTE RE- 

VIEW 
With Dave Dursten, Joyce Sellers, | 

Jim Dimitri, Meryl Weber, Rich- | 

ard France, The Meadowlarks | 

(4), Chez Paree Adorables (10), 

Cee Davidson orch (10); an- 

nouncer, Russ Reed. 
Producer-writer: Nyles Palley 
Director: Don Cook 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
CHICAGO NASH DEALERS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Geyer, Newell & Ganger) 

In what is believed to be the 
first continuous program from $a 
nightclub floor, Dawson and Jack- 
son, package producers, have come 
up with a first-rate idea, which 
besides selling the sponsor’s prod- 
uct, should also increase trade for 
the bistro. While half-hour show 
uses nitery talent, it smartly veers 
away from standard bistro pro- 
cedure of using one act after an- 
other, but ties things together with 
a permanent cast and a weekly 
story idea. 

Camerawork is centered on all 
the facets of the Chez Paree, with 
the home viewer getting a ring- 
side glimpse of the proceedings, 
plus the antics of the customers, 
which add a realistic touch. The 
band seems to fit naturally, al- 
though straight forward shots are 
tiring. The Dorothy Dorben 
dancers set the stage and then 
have several numbers, which back 
the efforts of the soloists nicely. 

In the story about the western 
dude ranch, complete with so- 
called cowboys and gals from the 
east, pefmanent cast of Dave 
Dursten, Joyce’ Sellers, Jim 
Dimitri, Meryl Weber carry the 
slight story about the bashful hand 
and the wilful miss. Dimitri, ro- 
mantic lead, does well as the cow- 
seed hero and clicked in singing 
several standards. Dave Dursten 
as the comedian shows the most 
professional gloss and _ surprised 
with some baritoning and a bit of 
terp. Miss Sellers acquitted herself 
in the song department, but was 
somewhat nervous in the acting 
end. Miss Walker did fine as the 
foil for Dursten’s efforts. Meadow- 
larks offered neat choral assistance 
as well as doing a part here and 
there. 

Richard France as solo dancer 
had some sock jack-knife leaps, 
especially as an Indian _ brave. 
Cee Davidson’s orchestra followed 
the brightly written special score 
of Bill Walker. Direction by Don 
Cook allowed no lags, but unfor- 
tunately the camerawork negated 
much of his efforts as shots are 
either straightforward closeups, 
with little attempt made to follow 
the action of the dancers from 
various angles or the positions of 
the others. Having the simple prop 
set in front of the band is also a 
feeble thought, as much of the 
viewer’s attention was diverted by 
the playing of the musicians. With 
some brushup by the camera crew 
and tighter reading by the actors, 
show closely reined by Nyles 
Palley should gather large local 
following. Commercials, both live 
and film, are well integrated, with 
Russ Reed doing a sincere and 
warm job, especially in the inter- 
viewing of Nash dealers. Thought 
of a review from the nitery floor 
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she’s extremely capable in that de- 
partment. She sat still while Al 
Kelly made an attempt to provide 
some entertainment with double 
talk. Sullivan interviewing her, 
had her sing “Rock a Bye Baby.” 


Gloria Swanson, whose appearance 
on the show was postponed to next 
week. 

Otherwise, Sullivan provided a 
good show. The Blackburn Twins 
did capably in the song and dance 
their best bit being a 
mirror number. Mimi Benzell did 
with rendition of 
“Merry Widow” excerpts, and 
Jean Carroll socked her way round 
the parlor screens with a mono- 
log. Eddie & Tony also showed up 
well in a record act. This is an 
unusual duo with one of them 
confined to a wheelchair. However, 
they get by purely on _ ability 
rather than a pitch for sympathy. 
The Ivanoffs’ bar acrobatics simi- 
larly hit its mark. 





CBS-TV’s “Studio One” staged 
one of its best protiuctions Monday 
night (21) with the presentation of 


George du Maurier’s classic, 
“Trilby.” Working with a fine 
adaptation by Joseph Liss and 


backgrounded by Worthington C. 
Miner’s excellent production trap- 
pings, an exceptionally able cast 
made every scene a telling one in 
the story of the Italian hypnotist, 
Svengali, and his unnatural hold 
on the little Irish model. With di- 
rector Paul. Nickell utilizing his 
cameras to great effect, the show 
built mood upon mood to hold 
viewers for the full hour. 

Success of the offering was due 
in great ee to the adept thesping 
of Arnold Moss, as Svengali, and 
Priscilla Gillette, as Trilby. Cos- 
tumed to look the part of the half- 
mad hypnotist, Moss underplayed 
to just the right degree, making 
the most of a role that might have 
been parodied in less capable 
hands. Miss Gillette, Broadway 
musical soprano who made her bow 
as a dramatic actress on “Studio 
One,” effectively mirrored’ the 
warm charm of the model and then 
the mixed emotions of horror and 
insensitivity to her mentor. She 
also scored, of course, in the sing- 
ing scenes. Small supporting cast 
was fine, including Henry Bernard 
as Trilby’s love interest, Richard 
Purdy as his friend, Catherine Wil- 
lard as his haughty mother and 
Henry Lasecoe as Svengali’s violin- 
playing valet. 

Miner and Nickell together 
worked one of TV’s wonders in 
their staging of the Drury Lane 
concert, achieving via an overhead 
camera shot the illusion of a full 
auditorium. It was too bad the 
show’s mood had to be interrupted 
by the Westinghouse commercials 
but, since they were necessary, 
via Furness did a capable job on 
them. 





Second stanza in the new season 
of NBC’s “Saturday Night Revue” 
last week (16) almost carbonned 
the initialer—the Sid Caesar- 
Imogene Coca-Max Liebman par- 
lay on the “Show of Shows” seg- 
ment was almost ptire sock, while 
the opening Jack Carter hour was 
weak by comparison. Caesar-Coca 
hour-and-a-half, in fact, was so 
good that the plethora of commer- 
cials, while denting the show’s 
pacing, failed to halt it as the cast 
followed each plug with a skit al- 
most better than the previous one. 

Carter’s chief trouble seemed to 
be that he was punching too hard. 
He had some good guest talent in 
Vera Vague and Gladys Swarthout 
and regular Donald Richards 
turned in what was probably his 
best vocalizing job to date on the 
“Soliloquy” from Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s “Carousel.” Miss 


Vague, who looks good on TV, in- | 


| was their 
ad- | Miss Lamarr came as a sub for| 
| 
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cidentally, scored in a couple of 
skits with her w.k. man-crazy 
antics and Miss Swarthout, while 
faring none to well on her first 
tune, a Cole Porter ballad, came 
back to register solidly with the 
“Habanera” from “Carmen.” 


That led into the grand finale, 
a parody on the opera, with Carter 
as Escamillo, Richards as Don Jose 
and Miss Vague as Carmen. It 
missed fire because of a weak tag- 
line. Berry Bros. impressed with 
their acro-terping and Carter and 
Richaras got in a couple of good 
licks against the current crop of 
cowboy merchandisers in a_ skit 
about “Skip-a-long Carter” and 
“Roy Richards.” 

Arlene Francis hostessed the 
second part of the show and, did 
an effective job. Caesar and 
Miss Coca, whether singly or as a 
pair, again proved their tremend- 
ous comedy talents. Best of their 
work was an hilarious pantomime 
sketch on the silent-era films, with 
Caesar miming Rudolph Valentino 
und Miss Coca doing a Theda 
Bara. Their probing into super- 
stitious cliches in a “Gypsy Tea 
Kettle” skit was equally sock, as 
sketch about a couple 
of new parents. Caesar scored with 
his dialectics as a Viennese animal 
authority, while Miss Coca smash- 


ed across her monolog on the 
strawhat operettas. 
Marguerite Piazza, given fine 


production backing, did a neat job 
on “You Go to My Head” and 
teamed with Robert Merrill on an 
entertaining interlude of arias 
from ‘Don Giovanni.’ Singer Earl 
Redding and dancers Nell Fisher 
and Jerry Ross pleased again with 
one of their folk-tune specialties 
and the Billy Williams Quartet 
made for a nice pace-changer with 
their turn. Stanza’s only weakness, 
in fact, occurred in the finale, an 
overlong and rather pointless ballet 
featuring the entire dance enseme 
ble in something called “Go West, 
Young Man.” 

Charles Sanford’s fine conduct- 
ing job on the Caesar-Coca show 
was evident throughout. Harry 
Sosnik did an equally capable 
musical job on the Carter segment. 





“Philco Playhouse,” which got 
off to a slow start with its new 
season preem Sept. 10, picked up 
considerable speed via NBC-TV 
Sunday night (17) with its presen- 
tation of Jerome Weidman’s “Long 
Run.” While the pacing was spotty 
and William Kendall Clarke’s ad- 
aptation tied the strings of the in- 
tricate plot rather loosely together, 
the show did achieve the suspense 
and intrigue to sustain audience 
interest. Fine job of casting, par- 
ticularly in the lead roles, made 
for top-drawer thesping, which 
contributed mostly to the show’s 
success, 

Francis Lederer, as a reformed 
dipso and one of the five chief 
protagonists in the yarn, turned 
in a_deftly-shaded characteriza- 
tion. Vicki Cummings, as his un- 
principled wife, and Augusta 
Dabney, as the “other woman” 
idealist, contrasted nicely in their 
roles and both scored. Margaret 
Barker was good as Miss Cum- 
mings’ secretary and_ Francis 
Compton impressed as the fifth 
old friend whose lives were re- 
woven by the plot. Maurice Burke 
and Augusta Rolland fared well 
in lesser roles. Program evidenced 
top production backings of Fred 
Coe, and Gordon Duff directed ex- 
ceedingly well. 





CBS-TV’s “This *s Show Busi- 
ness,” which has maintained a 
consistently fast pace since return- 
ing to air several weeks ago, did 
it again Sunday night (17). With 
regular panelists George S. Kauf- 
man and Abe Burrows in fine 
fettle with their: pointed advice to 
the guest participants, the show 
elicited a steady round of yocks. 
Adding to the general fun was 
comic Jack E. Leonard, who came 
in for advice on how he, too, could 
become a member of such a pane! 
and wound up by completely 
breaking up not only the studio 
audience but also Burrows and 
moderator Clifton Fadiman. La- 
raine Day, as guest panelist, might 
not have been as sly with her com- 
ments as Burrows and Kaufman 
but contributed the necessary 
beauty to the panel. 

Underlining the greater amount 
of production going into the show, 
vocalist Johnny Johnston teed off 
on a good rendition of “Septem- 
ber Song” against a fine-looking 
set depicting falling leaves. He 
also drew one of Buirows’ better 
barbs with his problem on how to 
elimimate the broad expanse of 
country between him in N, Y. and 
his wife, Kathryn Grayson, who }5 


(Continued on page 36) 
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N UNLIMITED 
ag Art Linkletter, Ben Alex- 
“ander, Dave  Willock, Cliff 
Arquette, Pinky Lee, Ruby 
Hunter, Robin Wing, Doodles & 
Spider, Robert Monet, Glen 
Hurlburt, Harry Babbitt, Jud 
Conlon’s Rthymaires 
Producers: Robert Brown, Robert 
Purcell 
60 Min., 9 psm.—Fri. 
staining : 
eNBH_NEC, ‘KTTV-CBS, Holly- 
wood 
To dedicate linking of the two 
great western markets—Los ,Ange- 
les and San Francisco—stations ~~ 
the two cities got together to put 
on an hour show, For the first 
time the microwave relay was put 
to use, on’ a 400-mile jump-jump 
across eight, mountain peaks. 
Technically, it. proved a signal 
success, but for the quality of en- 
tertainment it didn’t measure up 
to what was expected. 
The program did more for Art 
Linkletter than anyone else in the 


assorted an not too well integrated | 


talent in the two-city layout. He 
proved a definite personality for 
TV and may take some of the 
thunder away from Arthur God- 
frey. He has a fresh, pleasant 
manner, flashes an ingratiating 
smile and is as accomplished an 
emcee as is around on sight or 
sound. Whichever the angle, the 
cameras found him a perfect sub- 
ject. , 

On the performing end it was 
a runaway for Pinky Lee. Nothing 
that Frisco had to offer was com- 
parable and even the Hollywood 
contingent was hard put to keep 
up with him. He gave full play to 
his bag of comedy tricks, a throw- 
back to his years in the niteries, 
and as an added fillip, did a few 
hoofing imitations. Only other 
comics at this end of the line were 
Clift Arquette and Dave Willock, 
whose horseplay with a TV set 
that finally blew up in their faces 
was used as a running gag. Other 
Hollywood talent included Harry 
Babbitt, warbler, Jud Conlon’s 
Rhythmaires and a collegiate band 
that was badly in need of rehear- 
sal. Speeches by Gov. Warren, 
George Sterling of the FCC, and 
prexy of the phone company didn’t 
help the show’s tempo any. Pacific 
Tel, which gratised the $1,400 
microwave charges, also chucked 
in a film to show how the new 
wave works. 

Ben Alexander proved an affable 
and competent emcee of the Frisco 


segment but didn’t have much to| 
There was a heavy | 
of Chinese talent, which | 
than diverting, | 


work with, 
overlay 
was more novel 
and the dancing girls from a nitery 
just couldn't be bothered about 


keeping step. Maybe that’s the way | 
it's done on the chop suey circuit. | 


Robert Monet pleased with a pair 
ot French ditties, and Doodles & 
Spider pantomimed to the playing 


of a record. Glen Hurlburt, blind | 


pianist, played his own composi- 
tion, “Cable Car Concerto,” 
Ruby Hunter offered a comedy bit 


about a tight corset that didn't 
loosen up many laughs. Robin 
Wing must be Chinatown’'s 


counterpart of Dinah Shore. 


Only two L.A. transmitters par- 
ticipated in the dedication because 
of a pout over the big stations’ 
move-in, while up north all three 
Sites boih carried and participated. 
The relay hookup! was hailed as 
the start of a western nework, 
Which eventually will link the en- 
tire coast from Seattle to San 
Diego. Helm. 





PANHANDLE PETE AND 
JENNIFER 

With Jennifer Holt, Johnny Coons; 
Adele Scott, organist 

Producer: Stephan Hatos 

Director: Dan Petrie 

Writer: Ray Chan 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:15 p.m. 
(CDT) 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from Chicago 

_ Fairly aeceptable moppet fare 

is “Panhandle Pete.” Its cartoon, 

Story format registers nicely prin- 

Cipally due to the fine work of 

Johnny Coons who spins yarns as| 
Pete” with the assistance of Jen-| 

n'ter Holt. Show is mounted in an | 

attractive ranch house set with) 

Coons garbed as an old sourdough. | 

Supplementing his tales are well- 

Ccrawn cartoons sketched by Bill 

Newton. 
For the preem Moi.day (18), Miss | 

Holt heightened the program's out- | 

coor motif with a smooth chirping 





of “Along the Santa Fe Trail.” and “Johnny” shaped up as aver- 


Coons then followed with 


ons | some 
Whimsical stories 


of dinosaurs, | 


and | 


STAR-SPANGLED REVUE 
With Bob. Hope, Lucille Ball, 

Dinah Shore, Bob Cfosby; Jack 

Cole dancers; others; Al Good- 

man and orch; Ken Carpenter, 
Producer; Leo Morgan 
Director: Hal Keith 
Writers: Marvin Fisher, Larry 

Gelbhart, Mort Lachman, Larry 

Marks, Sy Rose, Norman Sul- 

livan 
60 Mins.; Thurs. (14), 8 p.m, 
FRIGIDAIRE 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

Bob Hope’s third in the series 
of five one-shot video shows for 
Frigidaire had some _ occasional 
bright material, but it was a spotty 
| affair. Hope himself, though ap- 
| parently much more at ease than 
| On his two previous TV programs, 
|lacked the buoyancy and spark- 
| ling delivery which have been his 
|forte in radio and films, and 

Lucille Ball, Dinah Shore, Bob 

Crosby and the supporting talent, 
| while projecting their individual 
specialties neatly, seemed to take 
their lackadaisical cue from Hope. 
| Spot which did most to whet 
viewers’ appetites for the succeed- 
ing Hope stanzas, was a final skit 
| depicting the comedian as a sur- 
| geon whose operations were espe- 
| cially sponsored for video. With 
ia fine assist from Crosby, as the 
patient, and Miss Shore, as the 
head nurse, Hope belatedly came 
ito life in this one, cracking wise 
on what might have been ad libs 
with his accustomed aplomb. Part 
of the action had him digging at 
Crosby’s stomach for an appendec- 
tomy and, whether it was the tick- 
| ling tne patient got or Hope’s 

humor, Crosby broke up. It helped 
| sell the sketch. 
| Hope’s big stable of writers, 
| whose credits almost outnumbered 
; the talent listing, overplayed ex- 
| Mayor William O’Dwyer’s resigna- 
{tion to become ambassador to 
| Mexico. Even so, the situation paid 
/off for Miss Ball’s high point of 

the evening, in a skit depicting her 
|aS a@ woman mayor. Climax, with 
| Hope as her housewifely husband, 
| was none too original but some of 
| the other lines were good and Miss 
| Ball scored with her fine zanyisms, 
| plus an assist from Mary Wickes 
and others. 

| Miss Shore registered with a 
|}solo tune and then duetted with 
| Hope on “I Love a Guy,” for which 
| special lyrics were penned, to good 
results. Crosby, because of his 
close physical and vocal resem- 
| blance to brother Bing, made for 
a natural in Hope's perennial 
kidding of the Groaner, Crosby 
also did a nice job on his solo 
ballad and teamed with Hope on a 
fine impersonation of Bing and son 
Garry doing their current Decca 
bestseller, “Sam’s Song.” 

Jack Cole dancers, unfortunate- 
ly, failed to register. Acknowledg- 
ed one of the better dance groups 
in the business, they apparently 
did not choreograph their routines 
especially for the TV cameras. As 
| a result, several of the group were 
consistently out of range, making 
for a cramped, disappointed reac- 
tion. Otherwise, Hal Keith’s cam- 
era direction was standout and 
| Leo Morgan, producing for the 
| William Morris agency, 
the show with fine accoutrements 
including a top-quality music back- 
ing by Al Goodman and his orch, 
| Frigidaire plugs were not as nu- 
| merous as on the previous Hope 
|TV’ers and announcer Ken Car- 
| penter turned in a good selling 





| 
{ 


; 
j 
| 


| With Frigidaire having pacted | 


| for the fourth Sunday each month 
én NBC's rotating comedian show, 
Hope's final twe programs in this 
series will probabiy be incorporat- 
ed as part of that setup, with the 
comedian alternating once every 
eight weeks with Bobby ae 
\ al, 





NBC COMICS 
15 Mins; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

In “NBC Comics,” the network 
has come up with a kid show that 
should hold the continued interest 
of moppet audiences. Fifteen- 
minute filmed program comprises 
four three-minute cartoon serials, 
all of which are accompanied by 
off-screen dialog and sound effects. 
Strips include “Danny March,” a 
private eye actioner; “Space Bar- 
ton,” an interplanetary adventure 
story; “Johnny and Mr. Do Right,” 
built around a schodlboy’s ex- 
periences, and “Kid Champion,” a 
boxing yarn. 

For the preem Monday (18), 
“Danny March,” “Space Barton” 


HOLIDAY HOTEL 
With’ Don Ameche, Joseph Buloff, 
Betty Brewer, Don Craig Glee 
Club, June Graham dancers 
Producer: Monte Proser 
Director: Preston Wood 
Writers: Bob Mann, Irvin Graham 
30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
PACKARD 
ABC, from N.Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 
“Holiday Hotel,” starting its 
second season under Packard bank- 
rolling, indicates that it has a good 
potential which may be realized 
once a few shows are under the 
belt. One of the major improve- 
ments lies in the fact that Don 
Ameche is now in the minehost 
role and he endows this spot with 
a warm personality and name 
value. 
This is Ameche’s first attempt 
at a regular video series and im- 
presses as one who will get along 





in the medium. He has a good sing- 


| to show his wares on the preem | 
stanza and he nrede good at his 
chances, 

The sets and production are 
elaborate and the musical direction 
is of top calibre. However, the 
initial stanza had some ragged di- 
rection and failed to get a good 
continuity. Cues were somewhat 
obvious and naive, and camera 
work wasn’t up to par. These are, 
however, items that can be cor- 
rected on subsequent shows. 

A fairly good cast is involved in 
the proceedings. Betty Brewer 


on the initial show, did well with 
a rendition of ‘Old Man River.” 

Major emphasis on the preem 
was on the unveiling of the new 
model Packard. For this part of 
the ceremony there was a special- 
ly-written skit, with Ameche and 
legit actor Joseph Buloff as the 
central figures. Sketch made good 
use of Ameche’s reputation as an 
inventor. This sequence was prob- 
ably the best of the entire layout, 
good choreography and_ choral 
work dressing up this portion of 
the show, 

While there were some good 
individual contribution, the show 
needs greater stress on _ strong 
personality bits so that the even 
tenor of the show will be picked 
| up. Jose. 








| THE JIMMY AMES SHOW 

| With Leo Diamond, Betty Yeaton, 
Marion Colby, Al Wakely, Walter 
and Jean Brown, Bill Nadell 
| Producer: Turner Shelton 

| Director: Joe Landis 

|60 Mins., Mon., 7:30 p.m. 

| KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 





| Though the “Jimmy Ames Show” | 


was well staged and directed, lay- 
out fails to click talent-wise. Pro- 
gram sputtered along for 60-min- 





‘comedian Ames. 
| Ames were badly picked which re- 
support cast and cast not being 
able to support Ames. 


Ames’ material was sloppy and THE EAGLE’S NEST 
uninspired and his incessant roar- With Don Kellett, Greasy Neale, | 
mounted? 8 at his gags proved very irrita- 


ting. Comedian went back far 


registered in her song work and | 
the Don Craig Glee Club, guesting | 


1 ; : | produced 
ing voice, a flair for comedy and | Belasco theatre back in 1914). 
ability to impart warmth to his | 


work. He had ample opportunity | gramatics are out of the Kenyon 





;utes at the hands of stammering | 
Acts surrounding | 





sulted in Ames not being able to) 


| 


MAGNAVOX THEATRE 

(“fhe Tale of the Wolf’) 

With Tlona Massey, John Wengraf, 
Steven Hill, Steven Harris, Fran- 
cis Letton, Jason Robards, Hun- | 
tington Watts, Alvin Thaler, | 
Cosmos Licciardello, William | 
Tierney, others 

Producer: Garth Montgomery 

Director: Carl Beier 

Adapted from Molnar play by, 
Barbara Tolnai 

60 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. (Alternate 
weeks) 

MAGNAVOX 

CBS-TV, from New York 





(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


“Magnavox -Theatre,” the alter- 
nate Friday night companion piece | 
to “Ford Television Theatre” in! 
the 9 to 10 o'clock CBS-TV slot, | 
had its premiere last week with | 
an adaptation of Ferenc Molnar’s | 
“The Tale of the Wolf” (originally 
titled “The Phantom Rival” when 
in New York at the) 


Both the Ford and Magnavox | 


& Eckhardt TV production mill | 
But comparisons between the two | 
alternate hour-long presentations | 
end there. For “Magnavox Thea- 
tre,” as it came off on last Friday’s | 
preem could hardly be classified | 
as top-shelf video. 


It was not only an error in reviv- 
ing a feeble play that couldn't 
have created much of a stir when | 
it was freshly penned as a legit | 
attraction, but as presented on| 
video it certainly contributed noth- | 
ing toward advancing the art of 
TV dramatics. If anything, it | 
suffered from many of the techni- | 
eal errors and production sins that 
most good dramatic shows have | 
now conquered. 


“Tale of the Wolf” is a flimsy | 
item about a faithful, loving wife 
whose jealous husband feels he 
must make a fortune to keep his | 
lovely mate. It incorporates a/| 
second-act dream sequence through 
which the pair realizes that neither 
money nor glamor count where} 
love is concerned. Portraying the | 
two principal roles were Ilona 
Massey and John Wengraf. 


Unfortunately, “Magnavox Thea- | 
tre” couldn’t quite decide just how | 
to play it. When it was comedy it | 
wasn’t funny, nor light. When it 
was fantasy (and production-wise | 
it was hard to distinguish where | 
reality left off and fantasy began), 
it wasn’t absurb enough. And if it 
was meant to be projected as. 
Hungarian drawing-room farce, it 
was neither’ sophisticated nor 
suave. In addition to these blund- 
ers, the timing was very poor. 

Miss Massey was attractive, and 
had some engaging moments, but 
was thrown for a loss by the 
ever-changing moods. As her hus- 
band, Wengraf gave an adequate 
performance. 

Kenyon & Eckhardt, in an ex- 
tension of its plug-for-plug tech- 


nique, integrated Paul Kelly, ap-' 


pearing on next week's “Ford 
Television Theatre,” into the Mag-. 
navox commercial. Rose. 





members of Philadelphia Eagles’ 
team 


enough to dig up his brother who | Producer: Roddy Rogers 





was doing quite well making coun- | 30 Mins., Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
terfeit money until his ego got the| SCHMIDT’S BREWING 


better of him and he started put-| WFIL-TV, Phila. 


iting his own picture on the bills. 
|Given -plenty of time and fewer 
Joe Miller joke books, Ames may 


| fire. 


monica trickery. 


contortionistics were worthy 


number in the middle of a slow 
show. Marion Colby’s 


opened up with “It’s Delovely,” 
done in up-tempo beat, but never- 








| 


The Philadelphia Eagles, 1949 
champions of the National Foot- 
ball League, provide the title and 


be able to pull this one out of the | the subject matter for “The Eagle's | 
| Nest,” topflight half-hour of foot- | 

Leo Diamond brought the layout | ball analysis and information. The | 
its only spark of life with his har- | kibitzing is done by Earle “Greasy” | 
Betty Yeaton's! Neale, the Eagles’ coach and Don | 
of! Kellett, former star back at ‘he 
plaudits and could have paid off; University of Pennsylvania, 
handsomely had act been placed in| around athlete and administrative | 
a stronger show. As it was Miss | assistant in charge of television at | 
Yeaton’s performance was a slow | WFIL-TV. 


all- 


the show 


| swift-paced 





COLGATE COMEDY HOUR 
With Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, 

Marilyn Maxwell, Frank Gallup, 

Leonard Barr, Dick Stabile orch 
Director-producer: Ernie Glucks- 

man 
Executive-producer: Sam Fuller 
60 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Sherman-Marquette, Bates) 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
practically put on a two-man show 
Sunday (17) night when they in- 
augurated their once-a-month sege- 
ment of the ‘Colgate Comedy 
Hour” on NBC-TV, in which 
they'll alternate with Eddie Cantor, 
Fred Allen and Bobby Clark. 

If, in contrast to the Cantor 
preem last week, the element of 
anticipation attending a “first 
time ever on TV” was missing from 
Sunday’s Martin and Lewis install- 
ment, since both had gotten 
their TV feet wet on “Broadway 
Open House” and several Milton 
Berle stanzas, the fact remains 
that it was boffola comedy. Colgate 
has another winner in the M & L 
comedics and with two down and 
two to go, NBC and its well-heeled 
client are batting 1.000 in the 
competitive Sunday at 8 sweep- 
stakes. 

Martin and Lewis, with the lat- 
ter, per usual, sparking the hilari- 


| ties, dominated the full hour stan- 


za, with only brief intervals for 
some Marilyn Maxwell vocalistics 
(“I Love the Guy”) and eccentric 
terping by Leonard Barr. What 
few attempts were made to vest 
with heavy-budgeted 
production mountings were purely 
incidental and, for that matter, un- 
necessary. For to all intents (and 
with wisdom of foresight), the 
show was almost played as an 
elongated “next-to-closing” duo at- 


| traction. Too, the show was played 


strictly for video and to suggest 
the intimacy of a nitery, for it’s 
under these conditions that M & L 
can best sock across their distinc- 
tive talents. 

To the captious, the sequencing 
might have been shuffled for more 
effective balancing, since the first 
half gave the Lewis antics an al- 
most whirlwind pace, in contrast 
to some second-half lapses. Like- 
wise, a camera miscue at the 


| Show’s finale, coming as it did on 


the heels of perhaps the show’s 
least inspiring comedy turn (with 
Lewis and Miss Maxwell burles- 
quing “Frankie and Johnny” to the 
background vocalistics of Martin), 
proved unfortunate, though partial- 
ly retrived at the gong by a Lewis 
ad lib. 

Martin and Lewis were in rare 
form on their now standard by- 
play and got off in high with an 
opening ballroom scene which the 
pair converted into a riot. From 
then on they Were in and out in a 
variety of sketches 
that were played for maximum 
yvocks, A scene depicting Martin 
and Lewis’ backstage’ dressing 
rooms with the inevitable bedlam 
might easily have fallen flat on its 
face, but as geared to the maniacal 


Lewis buffoonery it registered 
solidly. 
Again in the second half the 


writers came up with a fabulous 


idea based on the “movies are bet-- 


ter than ever” motif, played before 
the marquee of a theatre that 
hadn’t had a customer in weeks, 
and with the gal ticket-seller doing 
a strip as a “some on.” If the 
sketch after the first five minutes 
failed to realize its full comedy 
potential, again it was Lewis who 
redeemed even the duller portions. 

Whether the M & L duo, even 
orn a once-monthly basis, would 
tend to pall as a 60-minute attrac- 
tion without an assist from supple- 
mentary acts remains to be seen. 
For the moment, there’s little 
doubt that the Martin and Lewis 
show gave evidence, as with Can- 


| tor last week, of video’s maturity 
‘Neale diagrams the plays of the | 
chirping | Eagles game of the previous week, | 
left much to be desired. Vocalist | breaks them down into the individ- 


in the realm of comedy. Rose. 


ual assignments of the players,|, LOOK YOUR BEST 


with the illustrations further sim- | 


With Richard Willis. Ostrid Lind 
Frank Satin- 


theless handled it much too fast. | plified by a slow-motion film show- | Producer-director: 
Follow-up tunes were much more) ing the actual running off of the! Stein 

to her talents. Dance team of Wal-| play. The analysis work is done_ Writer: Willis 

ter and Jean Brown lacked routin- | on a specially designed board, with | 30 Mins, Mon., Wed., Fri., 3:30 p.m, 
ing and polish and showed up very | the camera angled from overhead, | INTERNATIONAL LATEX CORP. 
amateurishly at times. Al Wake-| so that only Neale’s hands are visi- | CBS, from New York 
ly's sleight-of-hand turn was spotty, | ble and the viewer can concentrate | Daytime tele programming 
being effective in some instances | on the skull work displayed. makes no forward leap in this 
but left a feeling of obviousness in| Neale, who has been through show telling femmes how to im- 
others. Bill Nadell’s orch back-| countless “blackboard” sessions | prove their appearance. It’s an 
stopped the proceedings. Band with grid teams, has an easy and, unimaginatively presented affair 
sounded tinny and inadequate. | highly informative style. The pro-| despite the apparent beneficial in- 
| The Ames show is a Turner Shel- | gram is a natural for anyone inter- | formation purveyed. ' ai 
ton Production which could con-| ested in any kind of football,|, Format has _ Richa d — 
ceivably be worked into a reason-| whether they favor the college or; interviewing women on 4 
ably entertaining hour. Layout! pro brand of ball. And despite the, problems in appearance and He 





age cartoon material. They were 


clean and wholesome but lacked | 


magicians and the like. Aside from| the fire and dash of some of the 


being a believable oldtimer, he also 
handled the voices well during his 
tale spinning. | Organ 
Supplied by Adele Scott were an) 


e’fective background to the narra-/ 
tion. “Production. values of the) 


James I, Saphier production was 
00d as Was Dan Petrie’s camera 
direction,’ i 8s? Dave. 


interludes | 


better newspaper syndicated strips. 
Best of the quartet was “Cham- 
pion.” Its theme of a rising young 
fighter was familiar, but the open- 
ing installment packed plenty of 
action. If subsequent panels are 
‘as ‘exciting as the: first, “Cham- 
pion” alone could carry the whole 
show. ' i. Gilbs 


will have to be stuffed with strong, | intricacy of some of the plays, , demonstrates the wrong and right 
fast moving acts to lend support | young viewers interested in the methods on models. ihe 
to Ames, or vice versa, and Ames | sport will be able to follow the) Little attempt Is made 


’ 2% »o . a* ‘* -— Oo 

‘i ‘tainly 1 a few bags of i nmentary by Neale and| hance. the physical appearance @ 
i A c aa) pags Oi runnin commentary by Nea:ie an septate 

will certainly need a f g § | he show. even though a housewife 


to en- 


'new gags. Listed as teehnical pro-| Kellett. ook 
| discern, Ses Lowe, deserves credit | Members of the team also appear} has to look * ee to ge 
‘for any pace achieved through for interview bits and discuss the the niet Be ey the Interna 
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of the modern world” 


John Crosby 


ers! 





.-. the most successful helpless man in 


television 


.- « the most hilarious household hin- 
derer who ever nailed his thumb to the 
floor with a depreciating — ‘‘anyone 


can do it” 


RANSOM SHERMAN IS PART OF . 


NBC’s GREAT NEW VENTURE— 
BIGTIME DAYTIME TELEVISION. 


Each day, surrounded by — and trying 
to help — his small family of singers 
and entertainers, Sherman leads the 
ladies of his audience gingerly through 
his kitchens and home workshops as 
the self-appointed home expert. Speak- 
ing with the precise, bow-tied eagerness 
of a lecturer, he is perhaps the most 
feared handyman around the house in 
America. His bright-eyed attempts lead 
daily from pandemonium to disaster 


and mayhem with music. 


Ransom Sherman’s bewildered antics 
burst upon the unsuspecting television 
audience this summer — causing John 
Crosby, widely syndicated TV column- 
ist, to say — “It would have been a 
shame to have wasted those wonderfully 
crazy stunis on a non-visual medium 
..-. Sherman has to be seen to be 


appreciated.” 


Life Magazine and John Crosby redis- 





covered Ransom within a few days of 
each other. Life welcomed him as — “a 
bright TV light — so popular that his 
program will be a regular feature over 


NBC.” Crosby’s quotable compliments 


filled his whole column — 


7 


“,. . easily one of the great masterpieces 


of confusion of our time.” 


“His countenance is a little jewel of 


understatement.” 


“Sherman has lectured on such diver- 
gent subjects as fashion, cooking, social 
improvements, great moments of his- 
tory, and, of course, workshop hints — 


bungling each of them excellently.” 


“His pronunciation of ‘alors,’ allowing 
a little for his midwestern accent, is 


barely short of perfect.” 


“I devoutly hope he'll be around to help 
us through what begins to look like a 


very grim winter.” 


The Ransom Sherman Show is broad- 
cast on the NBC television network five 
afternoons a week. It is available for 
sale in segments of fifteen minutes or 


thirty minutes, once a week or more. 


Professionals in the field of criticism 
have already rediscovered Ransom 
Sherman. Professionals in the ad- 
vertising business will find it profit- 


able to follow their lead. 


DAYTIME TELEVISION 
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New Videoater Pix to Replace 


Old Gallopers on TV Screens: 


' phoned Lyle De Moss of WOW-TV each week at the Met, has suggested that NBC move its cameras into 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Television viewers won't 
have to confine their program 
twirling to ofdtime western pic- 
tures. Vast erop of new product 
is on the way, either finished or 
shortly to os 


and other video 
films with sagebrush heroes are 
being planned. Jack Chertok al- 
ready has released 


some of his 
“Lone Ranger” series, but other 
stuff is fresh. 


Gene Autry recently completed 
first on his new TV program, 
turned out by his Flying A unit, 
and is readying another group for 
early production. Cowboy star 
has deal to make 26 oaters for TV, 
and as soon as these are completed 
will get away on further video ap- 
pearances. 

Not content to star alone, Autry 


SIX 


last week set Jock O'Mahoney for | 


another series to be turned out by 
his Flying A Pictures. Inc. 
western telepix will be made un- 


der series title of “The Range 
Rider,” and will go out over CBS’ 
tele outlets, same that handles 


O’Mahoney will 
each to carry 


Autry’s TV pix. 
do 26 for Autry, 
budget of $20,000. 

Ron Ormond is another western 
producer who is doubling up with 
his regular screen series. Pro- 
ducer, who for several years has 
made “Lash LaRue” saddlers, has 
finished first 13 of series for TV, 
with same star, and is getting 
ready to go on another series of 
videoers, with LaRue possibly do- 
ing these also. 

A third western producer who 
is transferring his screen series 
hero, ‘Cisco Kid,’ to TV screen 
is Phil Krasne, who is teaming up 
with Frederick W. Ziv Co. in pro- 
duction of series for newer me- 
dium. Total of 20 already have 
been completed, with Duncan 
Renaldo as Cisco and Leo Carrillo 
as Pancho, same characters they 
enact on regular screen. 

Chertok already has made a 
pilot film for a second western TV 


series, this to star Douglas Ken- 
nedy. His “Lone Ranger” series 


stars Clayton Moore, and to date 
72 of these have been canned. 
William Elliott also has made a 
pilot film for a proposed series of 
oaters, and David Hire is project- 


ing series tagged “Wild Bill 
Hickok,” starring Guy Madison. 


Pilot is already being scanned in 
east for possible sponsor. 

Veteran western star Hoot Gib- 
son, who was up there at the top 
With the best of the range riders, 
is another sombrero-and-spur star 
to throw in with television. He 
and Victor Fox, bigtime eastern 
publisher, have formed Hoot Gib- 
son Productions, and will get 
away with a program composed of 
100 half-hour films within next 
couple of months. Series will be 
tagged “Hoot Owl Ranch,” and 
scripts now are being prepped. 

3ill Boyd, the guy who started 
the western ball rolling on TV 
screens with his old Hoppies, will 
also do a series in the fall, after 
he returns from circusing around 
the country. Exact format hasn’t 
yet been worked out, but whatever 
it turns out to be can’t be wrong. 
The kids won't let it. 


ACKERMAN BUSY IN NY: 
A&A SHOW TALENT SET 


While in New York last week, 
Harry Ackerman, CBS’ Coast pro- 
gramming exec, lined up the re- 
maining talent for the projected 
“Amos ’n’ Andy” TV show, which 
goes into rehearsal on the Coast 
Starting this week. 

Abby Berlin, who directed the 
“Blondie” films, will direct the 
video series. 

The “Corliss Archer” TV _ film 
show for CBS also starts rehear- 
gals in the next three weeks. Cast 
is still being selected. 








Flyi dpi 
ying Saucer Vidpix 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Flying saucers and Martians will 
invade television shortly. 

John Reinhardt Productions is 
planning a series of 30-minute 35m 
color vidfilms using puppets. Story 
line will revolve around “Zany,” 
a tiny man from Mars. 

Reinhardt is budgeting the films 
at around $4,500 and will make the 
entire series instead of just a pilot 
film at this time, 





,% 
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} 
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EZRA STONE, HAMMEL 
TO PACKAGE TV SHOWS 


Ezra Stowe, who has long essay- 
ed the Henry Aldrich role on the 
radio series of that name, has 





formed.a TV packaging concern in| 


partnership with Lester Hammel, 


who recently left the William 
Morris agency, N. Y., after 20 
years. 


The Morris office has been des- | 


ignated as selling agents for Ezra 
Stone Productions, Inc. 


Snader Musical Film 
Shorts Getting N.Y. 0.0.; 
Plan 960 Briefies 





With some 80 musical film shorts | 


now in the can, Snader Telescrip- 
tions yesterday (Tues.) started 
screening samples of its 
for potential sponsors at the Hotel 
Delmonico, N. Y. Company has 
been turning out the three-minute 
pix at the General Service Studio 
in Hollywood and ultimately ex- 


product | 


pects to produce arou.d 960 of the | 


briefies. 

Prexy Louis Snader arrived from 
the Coast Sunday (17) to be on 
hand for the demonstrations. He 
joined the firm’s newly-appointed 
talent buyer, Phil Bloom, who 
came in earlier in the week. Films 
are to be run off through Friday 
(22), as well as on Sept. 25 and 27, 
for the benefit of agencies, net- 
works and agents. Similar screen- 
ings are slated for Chicago after 
the local showings wind up. 


Specially made for TV, the shorts | 


can be used individually or in any 
other way a sponsor sees fit, ac- 
cording to Bloom. However, 


revealed that the firm is aiming 


{for a quantity buyer rather than 


selling the pix piecemeal. 

Last two Snader films starred 
Herb Jeffries and Peggy Lee. Oth- 
ers who have appeared on the 
shorties include Mel Torme, Nat 
“King” Cole, Alvino ..2y and June 
Christy. Talent, Bloom said, is 
inked to three-year deals. They’re 
guaranteed one_ session of _ five 
numbers plus options and royalties. 

Snader already has closed deals 
with a number of music publishers 
for use of their tunes on TV film. 


EIGHT COAST DEEJAYS 
DOUBLE ON VIDEO 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Eighth local radio disk jockey to 
turn his talents to television is 
Johnny Grant, who tees off u new 
layout tonight (19) on KECA-TV. 
Guest artists will be featured on 
the 11 ». m.-12 midnight stint with 
Nancy Chaffee assisting Grant. 

Jimmy Wakely, Madelyn Russell, 
Pat Moran and the Bobby True 
Trio have been set as guests for 
the. premiere tonight with Will 
Martin producing and Jerome 
Franks directing. 
dles announcing chores. 

Of*the remaining seven deejays 
now operating in tele, KLAC-TV 





' 


BRACE OF CIRCUITS ON 
CHI-OMAHA TV RELAY 


Omaha, Sept. 19. 





a 


Inside Television 


NBC television’s bid to air the Sadler’s Wells Ballet in a special 
performance during the British troupe's current stand at the Metro. 
George S. Larkin, western com-| politan Opera House, N. Y., is still up in the air. 


Sadler’s, after re. 


mercial manager of A.T.&T., tele-| fusing to perform on Monday, which represents the troupe’s day off 


last Saturday that two circuits in-| the Met auditorium for a Sunday matinee performance Oct. 1. 


stead of the originally intended | 


ago to Omaha TV link of the mi- 


Web, however, is trying to convince Sadler's to return to N. Y. follow. 
'one are ready for use on the Chi- ing its tour of the U. S. and Canada for a special one-shot perform. 
c | ance to be staged in one of NBC’s studio-theatres. 


By staging such a 


crowave relay. The original date of show at night, NBC argues, it could snare a bigger audience than could 


the direct network service stands 
at Sept. 30. 

Originally the 
was not due for 
next spring. 
nounced that the second circuit 
will be ready not later than Oct. 
15 or Nov. 1 at the outside. 

The four networks and A.T.&T. 
are now negotiating over division 
of time on the two circuits among 
the four networks when jhe serv- 
ice begins. 

First direct network New York 
programs were tested Sept. 12 in 
Omaha at the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. offices. There was 
no official report on performance. 


circuit 
until 


second 
operation 





Co-ax Link to Give Kaycee 
Hypo, With Operations 
Doubled on WDAF-TV 


Kansas City, Sept. 19. 


Television gets a hypo here Sept. | 


30 when WDAF-TV will be linked 
to live video outlets on the east 
coast by the new coaxial cable link 
just completed from Omaha to 
Kansas City. 
will mean major changes in the 
operation at WDAF-TV, according 
to Dean Fitzer, general manager. 

The cable will be inaugurated 
with broadcast of the Notre Dame- 


| North Carolina football game, be- 


he | 


Joe Yocam han- 


has five, Don Otis, Al Jarvis,, Haw- | 


‘thorne and Bob McLaughlan. Bill 
Anson has just started a trip stint 
on KTTV and Peter Potter has an 
across-the-board slot on KTSL. 

KNBH, KTLA and KFI-TV are 
the only local videoutlets sans disk 
jockeys. 


Rod Mitchell (WCBS) To 





Cincinnati, Sept. 19. 
Roderick Mitchell, assistant pro- 
gram director of WCBS-TV, New 
York, has joined WKRC-TV as pro- 
gram director. He sueceeds Rich- 
,ard von Albrecht, who resigned to 


| become co-program manager of 
| WGN-TV, Chicago. 

Another newcomer — on the 
WKRC-TV__ production staff ___ is 
George’ Brengel, formerly of 


WCBS-TV and other network sta- 
tions in New York where he also 
served as commercial program 
manager for the Compton agency. 

Signing of Mitchell and Brengel 
was done by Hulbert Taft, Jr., ex- 
ecutive Peepee of Radio Cincinnati. 
Inc., in New York while shopping 
for talent to bolster WKRC-TV 
programming extension slated for 
Jearly October, 


| Daily News’ WPIX. 
| who 
| homa,” 


ginning at 1:40 p.m. Saturday (30), 
and the station will continue in 
operation until 10:50 p.m. That 
schedule will 


new Sunday sked will be 2 to 10:50 
p.m. The weekday hours will be 
3 to 10:50 p.m., giving the station 
a total of 57 to 60 hours of opera- 
tion weekly. The present schedule 
runs 32 to 35 hours weekly. 

Live shows will be 
much as cable allocation will per- 
mit, Fitzer said, in the nearly dou- 
bled time of operation. Because 
shows from all four nets can’t be 
Squeezed over the cable at once 
and because of some local sched- 
uling required, some _ network 
shows will continue to be _ kine- 
scoped, but the bulk will be live 
broadcasts. In addition to the live 
football games, the cable also will 
bring the World Series, the first 
time such major sports events 


Decision was just an-! 


Advent of the cable | 


hold for Saturdays | 
| during the football season, and the | 


carried as! 


have been available here since the 


advent of video. 

The flurry over coming of the 
cable is proving a boon to local 
TV dealers, with sets selling fast. 


The count of receivers in the K.C.. 


metropolitan area passed 50,000 
before Sept. 1, and by the time the 
cable is.connected for use, the 
count is expected to be well over 
60.000, according to the Kansas 
City Electrical Assn., which keeps 
tab on sets in use, 





Bess Myerson to Preem 


WPIX Show on Friday 


the “Miss Amer-: | 


Bess Myerson, 
ica” of 1945, has been signed as 
temcee of a new daytime audience 
participation. show on 
Bob Kennedy, 
“Curley” in “Okla- 
act as co-emcee and 


played 
will 


j}also do some singing on the show, 


WKRC-TV Program Setup 


which will be titled “Help Your- 
self.” 
Program, which will hold down 


‘the Friday afternoon 1:30 to 2 slot, 


is to be bankrolied by Associated 
Food Stores. Home viewers will 
be asked questions during the ses- 
sion, with a_ special ‘“shopper’s 
bonanza” to be set up for the cor- 
rect answers, 





WNBT’s Midnight News 


In line with the intensified in- 
terest in news reports on radio and 
television becawse of the Korean 
war, a new five-minute, cross-the- 
board news show teed off at mid- 
night Monday (18) via WNBT, 
NBC's N. Y. flagship. 


diately the network's 


“Broadway 
Open House.” 


It started on a sus- 


i taining basis, 


the N. Y.| 


be found on a Sunday afternoon. 


NBC originally pitched for the 


| Monday night at 9:30 slot, which was the only evening time it still has 
‘available, but Sadler’s turned down the bid on the plea that the dancers 


need a full day’s rest each week. 


Eddie Cantor has incepted a policy for comedic material on NBC- 


| TV's “Calgate Comedy Hour,” buying the routines outright but guaran- 


teeing additional payment for each further reuse. 


This practice, Cantor 


feels, enables him to get top quality scripts from the better writers. 
Many web dramatic stanzas buy vehicles for onetime use and agree 


to pay scribblers for each reprise of a script. 


However, Cantor's policy 


is probably the first time that the additional-coin plan is being used 


for video humor material. 


Underlining the growing importance of mail order selling on local 
television outlets, the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX this week arranged for 
exclusive use of a Manhattan telephone number by its various mail 


order advertisers. 


Consumers calling the number (MUrray Hill 7-1100) 


will be able to place immediate COD orders with special phone oper- 


{ators for products plugged on WPIX. 
daytime show are already using the number, 


| Steele’s “Mr. Matinee”’ 


Participating sponsors on Ted 


| 

The first full scale television marathon in Detroit, staged by WJBK- 
TV, brought pledges of more than $36,000 in the station’s drive to raise 
$60,000 to establish a clinic for the Cerebral Palsy Association of Michi- 


gan. 
taking part. 
|tainers participated. 


ing calls offering pledges. 


Marathon lasted 15 hours with every featured WJBK personality 
Many celebs, including Jerry Colonna, and local enters 


A battery of 10 special switchboard operators were kept busy answere 


——— — 


Nineteenth station to beam 


Ambassador 
Philharmonic Orchestra films is WPTZ, Philadelphia. 
the shorts Sunday (17) with the Fidelity Trust Co. bankrolling. 
hour program will run for 26 weeks. 

Produced by Eugen Sharin and directed by Leopold 


series of Vienna 
Station rolled 
Half- 


Films’ 


Hainisch, the 


films are being marketed by CBS Radio Sales, under a three-year lease 


from Ambassador. 


Other outlets recently pacted are WBKB, Chicago; 


KING-TV, Seattle; WEWS, Cleveland, and KTTV, Los Angeles. 




















WPTZ as the originating source 
|and announcing that it would send 
out its own crew, under the direc- 
tion of Joseph Tinney, Jr., son of a 
v.p. of the station, and would build 
separate stands. 
Quaker City Sore Spots 

Decision has everyone guessing 
the extent of friction or dissatis- 
faction with previous WPTZ han- 
dling of sports, as well as its pos- 
sible effect on the station's get- 
ting the World Series telecast here. 
Another sore spot was seen behind 
WCAU-TV's grabbing of the Penn 
games this year. Last year, its AM 
affiliate, WCAU, which had carried 
the Frankiin Field broadcasts ex- 
clusively for 15 years, was forced 
to declare the other stations in. 


With the Phillies virtually cer-. 


tain to cop the National League 
pennant, WPTZ promptly set out to 
interest the Gillette Co., which is 
picking up the Series television 
tab, by sharpening up its work at 
Shibe Park, where it acts as the 
originating station. 

Since last Saturday, WPTZ has 


local video circles by turning down , 


Threat To WPTZ Sports 


Continued from 





page 27 
to WFIL-TV. 





Two more games 


| have been added to the Eagles TV 


schedule, since WCAU-TV 
into the picture. 

WFIL-TV will carry the Eagles 
games with the Chicago Cardinals, 


moved 


| Sept. 24; the Pittsburgh Steelers, 


| great 


Oct. 22; and the Cleveland Browns, 
Dec. 3. WCAU-TV will carry the 
games with Baltimore Colts, Oct, 
15; the Washington Red Skins, 
Nov. 12, and the Cleveland Browns 
game. Byron Saam, well known 
local sportscaster, will do the play- 
by-play for WCAU-TYV. Joe Hasel 
and Red Grange will be at the mike 
for WFIL-TV. 














~ Hennock 


Continued from page 26 
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patronize or ignore at his own 
whim. It is rather dealing with a 
Significant new development in 
electronics which involves the use 
of valuable spectrum space and 
investments by the public. 


| And in making decisions as to this 


been using four cameras instead of | 


its customary two, and has also 


Zoomar lens, which is attached to 
the new camera on the photogra- 
phers’ platform along the third 
base line. The other camera added 
has been set in back of first base. 
The original two cameras remain 


brought in another innovation—the | 


| 
| 


placed in the cage behind home { 


plate and in the press box to the | 


right of the batter’s box. 
Television coverage of the Phil- 
lies game has improved immeasur- 
ably since the weekend, but the cir- 
cumstance annoys rival TV men, 
who claim WPTZ had the Zoomar 
lens for the last two years and 
| could have used it all along. WPTZ, 


, however, claims the baseball clubs | 


would not allow them to use more 
than two cameras. The baseball 
officials relented with the Series 
on its way here and permitted the 
added cameras for “experimental 
work,” 

Although WFIL-TV is carrying 
five Notre Dame games, the station 
intends to pick up three games 
from Franklin Field. Like WCAU- 
TV, crews will be sent out from 
WFIL-TV for its telecast. Station 
officials had no comment on situa- 
tion, but thought WPTZ offer to 
act as originating source for all 
Philly stations “premature.” 

WCAU-TV has also moved in on 


C's N. | WFIL-TV’s telecasts of the Eagles’ 
Series is slated to follow imme- | 


out-of-town pro football 
When the Eagles announced earsier 
this year, which games would be 


| 
| 


games. | 


great new development, the Com- 
mission must lay a sound founda- 
tion for the future. 


At the same time, Miss Hennock 
added, the present set owner’s in- 
vestment “should not be needless- 
ly sacrificed in the march of elec- 
tronic progress, if there is any poss 
Sible way of protecting him with- 
out arresting teat progress.” Point- 
ing to her opposition to the ma- 
jority vote of the Commission to 
allow the industry only three 
months to produce a better system 
than the CBS, she suggested that 
“if necessary, steps should be 
taken by the FCC to insure that 
present set owners will continue 
for a reasonable period to receive 
fine programming at all hours.” 


WNAC-TV’s Grid Clients 


Boston, Sept. 19. 
WNAC-TV is set to carry eight 
local gridiron games o: Boston 
College this fall with the first tilt 
skedded for Fri. (22), when B. C. 
opens season against Wake Forest 
at Hub’s Braves Field. While lo- 
cal club is playing away, station 
will carry three Notre Dame 
games over DuMont, and tle 
Army-Michigan and Navy-Southe 

ern California clashes over CBS. 
All Boston College games will 
be bankrolled by Atlantic Refining 
Co. with Chevrolet picking up the 
tab on the Notre Dame games and 
Esso Standard Oil Co. sponsoring 





itelevised, all three were allotted, the Army and Navy games. 
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An empire built by WCAU Radio 


ON THE eastern seaboard of the United States WCAU has 
built a rich and prosperous empire of listeners—more than 
314 million of the wealthiest people in the world*, Their 
per family income is 16 per cent higher than the nation’s 
average; their effective buying is greater than that of any 
one of 39 states and the District of Columbia**. 


With 50,000 watts surging out in all directions beyond 
Philadelphia’s city limits, and reaching into 56 counties in 





~~ 
| awd _ 
> “ /~ MD. 





: % 





| 
° 
PENNA. l 
,, 


> 


a 


N. J. 


| 
| 


4 states, WCAU has created an empire of buyers. They are 
by far the largest, most constant group of listeners any- 
where in Philadelphia radio, And it is a simple matter to 
contact the subjects of this wealthy kingdom. 


To reach the prosperous and responsive folk of this 
airwave empire, contact the builder of this listening mon- 
archy—WCAU. For reservations, call us or Radio Sales. 
*BMB ** Survey of Buying Power 





CBS affiliate—50,000 watts 


The Philadelphia Bulletin Station 
Represented by Radio Sales 


































36 


RADIO-TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 20, 1950 




















snob appeal of advertising and 
phony endorsements (he has 
turned down ciggie tribute because 
he doesn’t smoke, though agency 
hucksters have asked him to for- 
get his scruples.) He also attacked 
beauty contests, on which he has 
been a judge, the fact that garage 
operators charge exorbitant rates 
for minor repairs or replacements, 
that Toronto sports writers are be- 
ing paid as high as $165 a week to 
slant stories by baseball and 
hockey team managements. 
Sinclair seems to be deliberately 
spurning popularity among the big 
boys of big business, but he has 
swiftly developed a tremendous fol- 
lowing among the little guys who 
own radios. Notable is the fact that 
the program is being carried by 
CFRB, Toronto, largest privately- 
owned station in Canada and, ob- 
viously, depending upon commer- 
cial revenues in a country gov- 
erned by a nationalized radio sys- 
tem. -McStay. 


TWILIGHT CLUB 
With Jimmy Dale, Betty Griffin, 

Ed Kallay, Tiny Trio 
Producer-Director: Sud Witherbee 
25 Mins.; Wed., 8:05 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WAVE-TY, Louisville 

Neatly backgrounded production 
job, “Twilight Club” blends into 
nice window dressing for listen- 
able and lookable local talent. Tiny 
Trio is currently working in local 
niteries, and with instrumentation 
of electronic organ, accordion, and 
guitar. Boys work smoothly to- 
gether, and don’t appear too con- 
scious of the cameras. They do 
workmanlike job at their tone 
blending, and eschew trying to 
make like actors, something which 
is to their credit. 

Vocal department is divided or 
shared by Jimmy Dale, former 
band vocalist currently appearing 
at the Strand, film house. He has 
a wholesome, young appearance on 
the TV screen, as does femme vo- 
calist Betty Griffin. Young lady has 
likewise been with various bands, 
and knows how to phrase a song. 
Her voice, however, is weak, and 
gal doesn’t seem to know how to 
project her tones. Dale warbles 
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neatly “Mona Lisa,” “It Might As 
Well Be Spring,” and others. Miss 
Griffin does okay with “Time Was 
and other tunes, and the pair duet 
in “Two Sleepy People.” Ed Kal- 
lay is in and out of the scenes as 
sort of unofficial announcer and 
commentator, and is at his usual 
ease. Bob Brewer and James 
Toomey of the station staff are re- 
sponsible for the sets and art work. 
Inexpensive backgrounds but they 
show up swell, and all combines to 
make a tasteful local show with 
neat eye and ear appeal. Good 
workmanlike production-direction 
job by Bud Witherbee. Wied. 


ROGER BAKER AND THE NEWS 
With Baker; Max Robinson, an- 
nouncer 
Writer: Bill Jacobs 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
SATTLERS, HOTPOINT 
WKBW, Buffalo 
{Roizen) 
Radio veteran Roger Baker has 


a well-balanced newscast here 
which holds listener interest. Ma- 
terial is well prepared and the 


show gives the impression of being 
loaded with information. Baker has 
a hard-hitting voice quality, that’s 
tailor-made for the job. On airer 
caught, aside from regular news, 
Baker and the station staff ini- 
tiated a drive to change the name 
of Kreralin street in Buffalo. Drive 
to get the Kremlin out of Buffalo 
caught additional listener atten- 
tion 
Baker also gives commercials in 
okay manner, but it might be 
better to have announcer handle 
these to provide a change of voice, 
which would improve the pace. 
More. 


BERT KNAPP’S SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 
Producer-director-writer: Knapp 
5 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri.; 3:30 a.m., 

11:05 p.m. 

SIMON ACKERMAN CLOTHES 
WMCA, New York 
(Ehrlich & Neuwirth) 

This twice-daily five-minute 
stint is a complete but concise 
summary of the day's sports news. 
Bert Knapp, who handles ll 
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Call or Write for 
Special Rate Card 
Today 








You've worked like t--- 
To produce your Show 
Now there's just one Step 
left to go... 





Particular Editing and Recording Problem 








Relox . . . Just give us the go ahead 
signal... let Audio-Video's Personalized 
Editing and Recording Service carry the 
ball for you. 


Audio-Video's Personalized Service must 
be good , . . because it’s built around 
one idea . . . How to best solve Your 








) | 
phases of the programs, delivered | 


his bulletins in a terse, punchy 
style that kept the show moving 
along quickly and got a lot of news 
in. Knapp also handled commer- 
cials in the same style—quickly 
and to the point. ; 
The evening show follows a five- 
minute news broadcast, on which 
the baseball scores are announced, 
and Knapp wisely left his sum- 
mary of the scores till last, tak- 


ing up other sports news first. Fol- | 
lowing his bulletins, he described 


in detail the most important base- 
ball game of the day, then went on 
io give the other scores. Program 
took in as much news as many of 
the longer sportscasts do in one- 
third of the time. Chan. 





Radio Followup: 











Theodore Kirkpatrick, managing 
editor of Counterattack, which pub- 
lished “Red Channels,” was sub- 
ject of a barrage of queries by 
ithree N. Y. newspapermefr on Mu- 
'tual’s “Reporters’ Roundup” last 
Thursday (14). In light of trade 
developments and daily headlines, 
it was an important program. On 
basis of the pro and cons flung 
around, it was an exciting airer. 
On overall point and effect, it was 
a frustrating, saddening hour. 

Kirkpatrick, chief editor of a 
book containing the names of 151 
radioites claimed to be a “red men- 
ace” because of certain political af- 
filiations, whose book has caused 
the firing of one person and prob- 
ably’ the non-hiring of several 
others, seemed unaware or uncon- 
cerned about the effect of his vol- 
ume, or its apparent unfairness. 
He carried himself quietly, soft- 
voiced and completely assured for 
the most part, as religiously right- 
eous as any zealot sure of his moral 
stand, with mind apparently closed 
to any counter opinions or argu- 
| ments. 

Of the three newspapermen, 
James Wechsler of the N. Y. Post, 
seemed a little too emotionally 
worked up to be completely effec- 
tive, and the World-Telegram-Sun’s 
| Frederici: Woltman was apparently 
too friendly. The matter-of-fact, 
dispassionate Jack Turcott, of the 
News, surprisingly, made the best 
showing, sticking to pertinent ques- 
|tions as he painstakingly showed 
up the sloppy makeup of the boek. 

Wechsler got in his best work at 
the start. Main attack on the book 


centered on its inclusion of_sto- 
ries or charges from the Daily 
Worker. Wechsler elicited from 


Kirkpatrick the fact that he didn’t 
check on the veracity of any of 
the Daily Worker stories, but 
sumed them to be accurate. Kirk- 
| patrick admitted he didn’t know, 
for instance, that the Daily Work- 
'er used names without authoriza- 
tion. He also admitted that he 
published the book without inter- 
viewing anyone mentioned in it, 
to give them a chance to explain 
janv of the records. 

At another time, Kirkpatrick ad- 
mitted that no one’s opinion re- 
mained constant, while denving 
‘elsewhere that the versons listed 
could have chansed their opinions. 


as- 


He made a feeble defense~of_his | 


position and his book, leaving a 
lot of openings that weren't al- 
ways grasped by the three scribes. 


| He was cagey about the circula- 
tion of “Red Channels,” stating 
‘they went to all subscribers of 


Counterattacx ‘whose numbers he 
wou'dn’t reveal), although he did 
that between 4,000 and 5,000 
copies had been sold above 
amount that went to subscribers. 


cy 


‘ 


; 
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Tele Reviews. 














tomas Continued from page 30 


bines shopping news, entertain- 
ment and public service features 
all in one package. 

Title has special significance to 
Philadelphians and people in this 
area. The “Eagle” is a huge bronze 
statue in center of Wanamaker 
store’s grand court, which has 
been a standard meeting place for 
locals for several generations. 
|; Opening program consisted of dis- 
| plays of merchandise by two girls 

—Betty Blair and Nancy Dolphin, 

an interview with Reginald Owen 
| (who was appearing at the Locust 
| St. Theatre in “Affairs of State’’) 
|and a film. As devised, the format 
|idea permits the housewife to go 

shopping, meet interesting people 
_and take in a film without leaving 
her living room, or getting out of 
j her wrapper. Film fare is of good 
calibre—with such product as 
'“Juggernaut,” “Lydia” and “The 

Ghost Goes West,” all geared for 
femme viewers. 

Merchandise is attractively pre- 
sented, although Miss Dolphin has 
a tendency to announce her wares 
with the same sort of breathless- 
ness used ¢o tell fanciful tales to 
| children. 





Owen made an excellent j 











tied to Hollywood by her picture- 
making. Burrows’ sage counsel: 
“Tell her to give up and come to 
N. Y. Hollywood in a few years 
jwill only be an oversized parking 
lot anyway.” Leonard launched 
his zanyisms the minute he sat 
down at Fadiman’s table, then 
socked across his standard vaude 
routine and returned to the table 
for more give-and-take with Bur- 
rows. Metopera soprano 
Sayao, while not adding too much 
to the fun, scored with her fine 
rendition of ‘‘Estrellita.” 

That Lucky Strike middle com- 
mercial, incidentally, again proved 
that it’s probably the most expen- 
sive and best-produced on the air 
today, with Snooky Lanson, Doro- 
thy Collins and a dance group giv- 
ing the “Be Happy, Go Lucky” 
routine a sock serdoff. 





DuMont’s “Starlit Time,” Sun- 
day (17), fell completely short in 
the laugh department, but man- 
aged to overcome this failing with 
the interjection of some pleasant 
melodies and an interesting pro- 
duction. In the latter department 
concentration was placed on segue 
ing from one stint to another with- 
out introductions, in most cases 
using the final prop or action in 
one bit as a peg on which to hang 
the following number or routine. 

A nice bit of camerawork was 
demonstrated while Phil Hanna, 
lving on his back, rendered “Danc- 
ing on the Ceiling.” In line with 
the number, a picture of a couple 
dancing upside down was brought 
into view. Hour-long show also 


‘interview subject, talking on Eng- 
lish TV and the video production 
of “The Winslow Boy” in London, 
of which he had first-hand infor- 
mation. Program 
six-week television test made last 
spring by Lamb & Keen, which 
resulted in the store’s decision to 
go heavily into daytime TV. From 


March 1 to April 5, a series of pro- | 


grams originating at WCAU-TV 
and relayed via special cable to 
Washington, D. C., was used to test 
various problems in *connection 
with retail-store use of television. 
The test was also carried by Wood- 
ward & Lothrop, Washington, de- 
partment store. 

Signing 
finds three large stores committed 
to daytime tele over WCAU-TV. 
Lit Bros. sponsors the weekly 


“Lit’s Have Fun,” hour-long Tues- | 


day a.m. variety show; and N. Sel- 
lenburg & Co., sponsors ‘“Snellen- 
burg’s TV Jamboree” hour-long, 
daily live remote. Gagh. 


TELE-TEEN REPORTER 


With A Burton, Nancy Lee McCul- | 
lum, Larry Stevens, Eddie Le- | 


Roy, others 
Producer: Al Burton 
Director: Don Forbes 
30 Mins. 7:30 p.m. 

BUDGET PACK FOODS 
KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 

Al Burton's “Tele-Teen Report- 
er” which has switched to KLAC- 
TV from KECA-TV, burst 
the initialer as a well paced and 
smoothly executed layout. 

Burton himself has acquired a 
great deal of self-confidence and 
assurance during his past year be- 
fore the video lenses. Producer, 
with the aid of Nancy Lee McCul- 
lum, tied.the program together 
nicely, pulling in some well sélect- 
ed talent and two strong profes- 
sional acts. Burton did a fine job 
handling the Budget Pack com- 
mercials which were brief and to 
the point. 

Show format spins around Bur- 
ton and his assistant Miss McCul- 
lum who edit a paper for all the 
local high schools. News stories 
come to life in the form of high 
school talent. Feature yarns con- 
cern two professional guest slots 
opened up on each show. 

Two professionals on this show 
were Larry Stevens and Eddie Le- 
Roy, each accounting for an enter- 
taining three minutes. LeRoy’s 
pantomiming of Danny Kaye’s 
motion picture routine to Kaye’s 
record socked over strongly, and 
Stevens vocaling of “Stars In My 
Eyes” and “With a Song In My 
Heart” brought hefty response. 

Burton showed a great deal of 
preparation in revealing the high 
School talent. Though not profes- 
Sionals, teenagers displayed re- 
markable poise and stage presence. 
There were, of course, a few lost 
notes encountered during vocaliz- 
ing chores but overall effect was 
that of entertainment. 

Don Forbes handled the camera 
direction effectively. Though there 
were a few miscues, cameras were 
a definite asset to the show. Open- 
ing program mike trouble was, 
however, on hand, 

Free. 


Tele Followups 


Continued from page 30 
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stems from a} 


into | 











featured Hanna in a production 
number singing “I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin,” while Bibi Oster- 
wald, in neat fashion, socked 
across “Ten Cents a Dance” and 
“There Must Be Someone for Me.” 
Holly Harris and Gordon Dill- 
/worth handled their vocals. capa- 
| bly, while Reggie Beane and his 
combo gave out with some nice 
instrumentalizing. 

| Ed Holmes, as a comic director, 
| trying to promote the idea of dove- 


. Doel 





tailing numbers, failed to come 
through with anything funny. The 
ifact that a_ seltzer bottle was 


brought into play twice is an indi- 
cation of the poor calibre of com- 
| edy offered. Working with Holmes, 
| Minnie Jo Curtis had little to do. 


The dance teams of Sam Steen 
and Sandra Lee and Roberto and 
Alicia handled their chores ef- 
ficiently. 


“Star Time.” DuMont bigtime 

Tuesday night production, again 
failed to make the grade as good 
| video fare in its second time up. 
| Session, despite an excellent talent 
lineup, was marred by poor direc- 

| tion and production to the point 
| where portions of the show were 
| both irritating and depressing. 

Poor camera work, inadequate di- 

rection that caused embarrassing 
pauses, bad lighting and staging 
were the chief faults of the produc- 
tion. To mention a few others, odd 
choice of musical material for per- 
manent star Frances’ Langford, 
®poorly placed filmed commercials, 
|} and uneven pacing of the acts were 
' contributing factors to the inade- 
| quacies of the show. 

It's unfortunate that these fac- 
tors existed, for the individual per- 
| formances of the session were fine. 
| But the way they were assembled 
made the show a_ hodge-podge. 
Highlights of the hour-long bill 
|were Benny Goodman’s clarinet 
work on two George Gershwin pre- 
ludes, with an excellent dance ac- 
|companiment by Kathryn Lee, and 
the reereation by David Burns of 
his filmmaking sketch from ‘‘Make 
Mine Manhattan.” 

Guest star Dick Haymes ap- 
peared briefly to sing ‘““Mona Lisa” 
jand “Thinking of You.” Haymes 
did his usual excellent job on the 
songs, and gave an okay appear- 
ance before the cameras. One 


of John Wanamaker’s | ™mor fault, though, was his tend- 


ency to stare off into space. Pat 
Henning, the other guest, was okay 
in his imitations of film persona-- 
ities, with his straight gags less 
effective bits of work. Imitations 
were largely physical, which en- 
hanced his showing. 

Among the permanent cast, Miss 
Langford was excellent with her 
rendition of “Night and Day,” but 
was saddled with a couple of poor 
|'songs in the two production num- 
bers in which she was featured. 
| Goodman, with a quintet, played a 
|fine jazz version of “Three Little 
| Words,” while Don Liberto and 
Miss Lee combined for a fine sons- 
|and-dance number. Lew Parker's 
|emceeing was good, and he rated 
/an excellent assist in the David 
Burns sketch. 








Albany—G. David Schine, 24- 
vear-old son of J. Myer Schine, has 
been elected vice-president of the 
Patroon Broadcasting Corp., which 
overates WPTR. Schine succeeded 

















| Harold F. Blodgett, Schenectady 
attorney, who remains as a direc- 
| tor. 
é 





Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 


(Universal-international) 
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Tele Chatter 


who has 





Quiz.” Stanley Cowan, 


Studebaker | 


firm’s publicity 











New York 


Howard Davis resigned as man- 
ager of the RCA Exhibition Hall 


guest talent’ parade on CBS’ 
Star of the Family,’ new Morton 


| Downey starrer preeming Friday 


night 


in Radio City to join WNBT as 5 t 
'“Texaco Star Theatre” Oct. 3 via 


a staff director. He replaces Dick 


Schneider, who was upped to the 
NBC network directors’ staff . . 


the play-by-play on 
pickup of the Notre Dame home 
football games for the second suc- 
cessive year .. 
signed from the McCann-Erickson 

ency to take over as producer- 
director on the upcoming Perry 
Como show for Chesterfields via 
CBS-TV. Cooley’s wife, Sydney 
Smith, is now co-emcee with Wal- 
ter Herlihy of WJZ-TV’s “Market 
\lelodies” 

is week signed one-year spot 
contracts with Manufacturers Trust, 


Bristol-Myers and Elgin, with 
seven other spot accounts pacted 
for shorter runs... Consuelo 


Munoz, staffer in NBC’s play read- 
ing department, 
announcer Ed Condit, planning a 
Jan. 1 wedding ... Jay Garon 
named radio-TV chief of the Max- 
well Aleyv agency James 
Kiamie Corp. bought Guy Lebow’s 
thrice-weekly “Sports Page” show 
via WPIX . WCBS-TV’s “Real 
McKay” cut from 90 minutes to 
an hour on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, when it will go from 
2:30 until 3:30 p.m. Program re- 
tains its original length Tuesdavs 
and Thursdays, starting at the 
same time . VARIETY review of 
“Lights Out” show of Sept. 4, “The 
Benuili Chant,” incorrectly listed 
William Corrigan as show’s direc- 
tor. NBC press release stated 
Corrigan was director. Laurence 
Schwab, Jr., should have gotten 
the credit. The two direct “Lights 
Out” on alternate weeks. 


. Lee Cooley re- | 


DuMont’s WABD | 


and WABD sstaff | 


Carl Beier taken off production | 
of “Ford TV Theatre” by Kenyon | 


& Eckhardt and moved 
director's spot for “Magnavox The- 
atre in last-minute © shift 


into the | 


(22) Comedian Jan 
Murray guesting on Milton Berle’s 


NBC 
Ken Murray arrives from Holly- 


+; wood Se ‘ j j ir z 
Mel Allen and Jim Britt signed for | Sept. 27 with his entire en 


DuMont’s | serjes Oct. 7. 


tourage to resume -his CBS tele 
He’s got Bob Burns 
doing a dramatic characterization 
Oct. 21, on his third show. 

Jack Carter show Saturday (16) 
was the first major program to 
emanate from NBC’s Hudson thea- 
tre, N. Y. Site had previously been 
used for the Menasha Skulnik sus- 
talner, 


Hollywood 
Latest check by the Electric 
League reveals 693,369 television 





& | ee 


receivers in the Los Angeles view- | 
Ing area as of Aug. 31, a jump of | 


50,472 in one month Glenn 
Wallichs named chairman of the 
firms and employes committee and 
Ken Carpenter head of the unions 
and committee for Radio-Televi- 
sion Recording Charities ; 
Hamilton Warren, film distribution 
head for Jerry Fairbanks Produc- 
tions, checked out to take over a 
similar chore for Branton TV Pro- 
ductions Admiral Television 
picking up the tab for Freddy 
Martin’s 13-week “Band of Tomor- 
row” layout which KGO-TV will 
air nightly from the St. Francis 


Sol Stein 
D’Usseau will 
Same chores 
Martin’s 


will script and Leon 

audition _ talent, 
they had _ during 
12-week package over 
KTTV ... Bill Anson moved his 
tele package over to KTTV last 
night (18) from KLAC-TV. Ewing 
Sisters, Van Alexander Trio and 
producer Al Calm go with him 
‘— Bing Crosby Enterprises 
yesterday began production of an- 
other series of “Fireside Theatre” 
telefilms for Procter & Gamble 


Hotel where Martin is appearing, | 


‘Metro, 





dealers bankrolling “Harmon’s at 
Home” on KTTV... Cameraman 
Norbert Brodine, formerly at 
set by Filmeraft Produc- 
tions to lens upcoming Groucho 
Marx vidshow. 


Chicago 

Chi Ford Dealers,:‘through. J. 
Walter Thompson, picking up the 
tab for the NBC football telecasts 
on WNBQ, §starting. Sept. 30. 
WNB@Q sportscaster Tam Duggan 
will gab a pre-game warmup ses- 
New kiddie strip featur- 
ing Mary Hartline, ABC-TV 
“Super Circus” queen and Wayne 
Griffin, set to bow on WENR-TV 
Sept. 25 Motorola, Chi tele 


manufacturer, upped dividend rate | 


to 50 cents a share and declared 
an extra payment of same amount 

. Clint Youle launched a new 
cross-the-board weather show on 
WNBQ Monday (18) at 5:45-5:55 
p.m. Strip will be sponsored on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays by M. 
Walter Co. “Borden’s Music 
Bowl,” Borden Milk Co.’s musical 
quiz featuring Danny O'Neill and 
Carolyn Gilbert, bows on 
Oct. 6 at 6 p.m. Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday Television 


Fund, Inc., teevee investment firm, | 


changing its name to Television- 
Electronics Fund, Inc. . Jazz 
pianist Chet Roble and_ thrush 
Shirley Richards inked in as regu- 


lars on weekly half-hour variety 
show to be emceed by _ Ernie 
Simon, debuting on WENR-TV 


Sept. 21 for TV Forecast mag... 


WBKB | 





| 


' 


| 





| 92-108 megacycle FM band.” Dr. 
| Reed’s original petition was on a 


“National Pro Football High-| 
lights,’ sports film gabbed by 


Harry Wismer with Pat Flanagan 
doing the live commercials for 
Lillienfield Inc., debuted on 
WENR-TV Friday (15) . 
pianist Victor Borge to guest star 
on ABC-TV’s “Don MeNeill’s TV 
Club” tonight (30). Film _— star 
Rhonda Fleming set for next 
week’s show ... NBC-TV producer 
Ben Park skedded to wed Alma 
Petrie Oct. 7... Ed Cooper em- 
ceeing “PDQ,” charades stanza, 
which bowed on WENR-TV Friday 
(15) for Arron Heating Service. 


. . Comic-, 


} 
} 


Plea for Lo 


Dallas, Sept. 19. 


The FCC has set Oct. 30 for oral , 


arguments on a Texas request to 


tar carat. 2% Sere? Constitution Violation Angle in Baptist 


wer Power Fliers 


any radio station would be a violas 

‘tion of the U. S. Constitution. 
The FCC. has postponed action 

on requests for outlets by other 


operate low power FM radio out- | religious growps, until it acts on 


lets. The hearing’ involves ques- 
tion of whether religious broad- 


casts violate the U. S. Constitution. ‘stations 


Dr. A. Altom Reed, local ‘director of 


publie relations ‘and radio activi- | 


ties for the Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas, announced the 
hearing date. 

Dr. Reed for more than a year 
has sought FCC permission on 
behalf of scores of Texas Baptist 
churches to set up and operate low 
power stations. The outlets would 
cover small areas and cost only 
about $2.500 each. 

The October hearing, to be held 
in Washington, will be on an) 
amended petition filed by the 
RGCT and also the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention Radio Commission. | 
The SBC joined the BGCT after 
Dr. Reed had originated the pro- 
posal. 

Specifically, the oral arguments 
are on a request “to make tax- 
exempt q@onprofit organizations ex- 
pressly eligible for a separate 
category of low power non-com- 
mercial broadcast stations in the 


“special category of religious 
broadcast stations.” 

The BGCT was unable to ‘get 
approval of the first petition. The 
FCC questioned whether “a spe- 
cific category of religious broad- | 
cast stations” might not violate the | 
First Amendment of the Constitu- | 
tion. Dr. Reed and a Washington | 
legal firm believe that the amend- 
ed petition still has not removed 
the question posed by the FCC. 

An adverse ruling even on. the | 
amended petition, they say, would 
have these effects: 


j 


| Sales 


Os 











with Frank Wisbar producing and | 
directing ... Howard Snyder and | 
Hugh Wedlock headed east to 
script the Frank Sinatra teleshow 


“Touchdown,” audiefice participa- | 
tion show sponsored by Cortley 
Frosted Foods and packaged by | 
Albert Black, set to precede all | 





1. No church 
institution could get 


New Orleans — Roger Nash, an- ; 
radio outlets 


nouncer at WJMR-WRCM-FM here 


and scores of 


or church-owned 
permits for | 
such 


ithe petition by the local. group. 

The Baptists have. emphasized 
‘that’ the proposed. low power 
should be available to 
churches. of -all denominations. 
Each chureh would pay its own 
station cost and operation. 

The Religious Radio Assn. has 
recommended that the FCC rule 
favorably on the Baptist petition. 


TREND TO RECTANGULAR 
TUBE SEEN IN SET SALES 


Washington, Sept. 19. 

Trend to the rectangular picture 
tube for television sets was indi- 
cated in a report last week by the 
Radio-Television Mfrs. Assn. on 
July sales of cathode ray tubes. 
The data showed that 47° of tube 
to receiver makers were of 
the rectangular type. 

Report also showed continued 
trend tow..d larger size screens, 
with tubes 19 inches and larger ac- 
counting for 11% of sales. Only 
15° of July shipments were of the 
15-inch size or smaller. 

Month's sales totalled 341,940 
tubes valued at $9,133,000, a de- 
cline of 40% from June due to va- 
cation shutdowns of manufacturing 
plants. 


S0’s WJR Grid Reprise 


Detroit, Sept. 19. 

Standard Oil of Indiana _ has 
completed arrangements for pre- 
senting over WJR the entire 1950 
gridiron schedule of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, last year’s co- 
champions of the Big 10. 

Worth Kramer, WJR’s assistant 
general manager, said this is the 
fifth year of Standard’s sponsor- 
ship of the contests. Van Patrick, 








football games this year on WNBT.| over CBS... Bill Brannanrejoined for the past two years, has re-, Stations on the air might have to sh a ation salle’ wile 
Morey Amsterdam and son,; Mike Stokey Enterprises and will|signed to become director of surrender their licenses. WJR_ sports director, agal ‘ 
Gregory, scheduled to lead the’ handle all casting on Pantomime WEAR, Pensacola, Fla. 2. No religious broadcasts on ‘handle the play-by-play accounts. 

















good gracious — 


ain't you got no CURIOSITY ? 


Do you never want to learn anything? Do you just want to sit still and let the wisteria climb up you and 
ignore the brass facts of what WOR has done (is doing) for all kinds of advertisers everywhere? 








2° eo, 








Wy 
» 


Look at WOR’s Martha Deane. No sky-painting there. The facts are neat and stark and plain. i ZB, 
hh 
1, She took a household product and within 7-weeks—7-weeks, mind you—jumped its sales | 
200% over those of the previous year. i 


2. She increased a coffee manufacturer’s sales 6 times over all record sales and jumped the product’s standing 
from 20th to 8th place in a market that’s about as soft as a boiler-maker’s fist; which, of course, is not soft. 


Of course, maybe you don’t want to make sales. Maybe though you'd want to write, or ask about this 


WOR 


— that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 


extraordinary WOR woman. It costs nothing to ask. 
But if you buy her show, we can almost guarantee 
that you'll have good reason very quickly for loud 
Clapping in your part of the land. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Old Golds, in connection with ABC's “Original Amateur Stag -_ 
added second and third prize scholarships of $1,250 and $750 to n° 
original $2,000 award presented annually via competition omens, 
three-time winners on the program during a year... -Dr. Donal ey 
Barnhouse bought the 9 to 9:30 a.m. Sunday slot on WJZ for .7 a 
religious series, starting Oct. 22 Bing Crosby, Bob “er . rd 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, Dinah Shore, Roy Rogers, tal ve! ut : 
wards, Walter O’Keefe and Jimmy Fidler scheduled re 
a special “Kids Day Program” today Wed.) via WOR, in ek 


+++ ooo 


with the Kiwanis Clubs’ National Kids’ Day Foundation does A 
“Buddy Rogers Show,” which started a two-week vacation ——. o), 
returns Oct. 2 at a new time, from 2 to 2 30 p.m heir elge ae 
Vocalist Cathy Mastice slated to guest on NBC's “Jack Berch Show 


Friday (22 WOR’s “Rod Hendrickson Show” moving from the 1:30 
to 1:45 p.m. slot Tuesdays and Thursdays into the 12:15 to 12:30 p ~ 
period the same days. Same station’s ‘Answer Man show expandec 
to six davs a week, taking on the Saturday 12:45 to 1 p.m. Slot | 

Northwestern Bible Schools of Minneapolis bought v eekly oe | 
religious show featuring evangelist Billy Graham via the ABC —_ 
Show preems Nov. 5 in the 2:30 to 3 p.m. slot WOR sales rye 
John P. Nell granted six months’ leave because of an asthmatic condi- 
tion. Willlam Crawford, account exec, succeeds A. B. Sambrook, 
formerly with the Frederick W. Ziv office in Cincinnati, named field 


nena oe 


sales manager of RCA’s Thesaurus and Syndicated Programs . - Harry 
Ackerman, Coast programming chief for CBS, in town for a few ri 


huddles last week with program veepee Hubbell Robinson, Jr. : 
board chairman William S. Paley guesting on the Lowell 1 homas show 
Sept. 29 to help the newscaster celebrate his 20th anni on the air. 
Mrs. Paley guested on the Margaret Arlen show last Friday (15) 
John C. Strouse has joined Kenyon & Eckhardt as an account exec. 
He was formerly with Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample and Young & | 
Rubicam C. L. MacNelly, previously with Pedlar & Ryan, has join- 
ed Ted Bates as an account exec Robert Hall Clothes back on Ww MCA 
with 60 spots weekly on a 52-week contract. Agency is Frank B. Sawdon 
Ivor Francis added to “Our Gal Sunday”....Ara Gerald new to “Nona 
From Nowhere” Richard Sanders and Joshua Shelley joined “Back- 
stage wife” Roger de Koven new to cast of “Young Widder Brown. 


The Mariners and Henry Morgan among those who entertained at 
a party for the United Nations secretariat at Lake Suceess Friday (15), 
prior to the UN’s move into its new Manhattan headquarters. ... 
WCBS’ Bill Leonard scheduled to spar two rounds with Joe Louis and 
Ezzard Charles today (Wed.) and tomorrow and report his experience 
on his “This Is New York” show Lanny Ross, now aired cross-the- 
board on Mutual, has signed an exclusive daytime radio pact with the 
web....CBS’ “Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons,” renewed for the 13th 
year by Whitehall Pharmacal Paul Brentson joined the WQXR an-. 
nouncing staff Former radio agent John Babb, recovered from a 
critical 18-month illness, is a room clerk in a Philadelphia hotel. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


There'll be no decisive action on the bids for Don Lee radio and TV 
properties until some time next month. Forms were completed and 
mailed only last week and prospective purchasers must get in their 
bids by Oct. 6 
on KNX starting at 5:25 ayem 
a little activity and he'll go to N. Y. for some guest shots in radio and 
teevee. A solid trouper but just too rich Meredith Willson wants to 
direct the music on NBC's Sunday night whopper but he also doesn't 
want to give up his Falstaff platter series....Jeanne Tatum, one of 
N. Y.’s busiest AFRANS, couldn’t resist the blandishments of ABC's 
Bette McKnight on the joy of living among the oranges and avocados 
and checked in at Radio Registry Hal Peary, no longer “Gilder- 
sleeve,” is now a 20-year man in radio. Started as a singer and par- 
layed a chortle into a bundle... John Guedel can’t make up his mind, 
s0 he flies around town at the wheel of a white Jaguar with a yachting 
cap atop his turret....Gloria Foster, onetime band singer, getting 
around on all the radio shows she can handle... .Jesse Goldstein joined 
writing staff for Judy Canova. 


IN CHICAGO... 


“Chicago Theatre of the Air,” weekly hour-long WGN-originated | 


| Harmon will 


Most unenvied job in town: Ralph Story’s hour strip | 
_.Ken Dolan finally sold Bob Burns on ' 


| Station’s 


“The Quiet Answer,” written and produced by Perry Wolff and aired 


Chicago Title and Trust Co., 


j _...WCFL’s Chi Symphony broadcasts, sponsored by the 
Faden starts its sixth season tonight (20).... 


Chi CBS veepee H. Leslie Atlass recovering from a mild heart attack 


suffered last week in Louisville, Ky... 


_.Everett Mitchell, emcee of 


NBC’s “National Farm and Home Hour,” accepted public service cita- 


i - show from Illinois American Legion confab. Pe 
roth Saturday CBS show from here this week....Tommy 
do play-by-play of WIND’s coverage of the Chi Bears- 


originate his 


San Francisco 49’er Sunday (24). 


Gene Autry to 


Regular WIND sportscaster Bert 


Wilson will wind up his season with the Cubs baseball team and will 
take over Bears games following week....Bill Bell, WBBM writer, has 
been made Lake County deputy sheriff....Bob Eret, ex-WWCA, Gary, 


Ind.. news staffer, is new member 


of Chi NBC press department.... 


LeVally agency has taken over the Virginia Parks cosmetic account 


KYW, Philadelphia, has renewed 
the Hal Tate package twice daily. 


“Who’s Talking?” and is now airing 
...Todashi Yoshica, news editor of 


the Japanese. Broadcasting Corp., taking a look-see at Chi NBC opera- 


tions 
caster Julian Bentley at WBBM 


Jim Campbell and Bill Despard subbing for vacationing news- 


Motorola bought transcribed “Pat 


O’Brien Show” for a cross-the-board airing on WCFL....Howard Miller 


starts a new morning record show 


Mondays through Saturdays, for Zenith. 


Hub’s WORL Due Back On 
Ether Oct. 1 With New 


Bosses, Staff, Agenda’ 


Boston, Sept. 19. 

WORL, off the air for the past 
vear, is skedded to get back into 
action Oct. 1, following a complete 
reorganization of ownership and 
staff. 

New setup is incorporated under 
the name of the Pilgrim Broadcast- 
ing Corp., with Joseph A. Dunn, 


president, Arthur E. Haley, former- | 


ly of WBMS, v.p., and general man- 
ager, and Frederick W. Roche, 
treasurer. Station will operate on 
a 5,000 watt, daytime basis trans- 
mitting from the old WHDH site 


'at Saugus with studios at 92 State 
| Street, 


in the heart of the Hub’s 
financial district. 

Norm Prescott, who resigned 
from the WHDH staff to take over 
the post of program director of the 
new station, will himself handle 


{two disk shows, one at 10 to 12 a.m. 


shot beamed to housewives and a 
three-hour afternoon show featur- 
ing pop records and interviews 
with showbiz personalities. An- 
other name corraled by the new 
outfit 
of WCOP, where she did book re- 
views, with special events and mop- 
pet shows, who will direct women’s 
programs under the new setup. 

With general manager Arthur 
Haley directing sales, Miss Claire 
Crawford, longtime WNAC ped- 
dler, has been appointed assistant 
sales manager, with Allen Roberts, 
formerly of WBZ and the Hooper- 
ating service, completing the force. 
Chambers and Wiswall, w.k Hub 
advertising agency will handle the 
advertising, but 
rep has been set at this 
date. Only holdover from the 
former regime is John Parker, 
named chief engineer. 

Policy of the station will be to 
build personality disk shows in pop, 
musical comedy and lonhair, with 
news breaks every hour, on the 


tional 


is Olive Enslen-Tinder, late | 


no Nna-| 


on WIND, heard at 7:30 to 8 a.m., 


TRANSIT RADIO MAKES 
GOOD IN TWIN CITIES 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

Transit Radio made its debut 
Sept. 1 and bowed in by way of 
159 buses and 141 street cars. B 
Nov. 1, 300 buses and street 
will be airing its 
nouncements. Today 54 Twin City 
advertisers are using the new me- 
dium. 

Schedules run seven days 
week. Monday is the big day with 
sign-on at 6:30 a.m. and sign-off 
at 11 p. m. Tuesday through Sat- 
urday station airs 6:30 a.m. to 7 
p. m., with Sundays running from 
18:30 a. m,. to 7 p. m. 

WMIN, 250-watter independent, 
furnishes the announcing staff and 
FM facility in exchange for Tran- 
|sit Radio brokeraging the time. 
Program and sales policy limit all 
announcements to half-minute 
llengths. Six commercial announce- 
, ments are allowed every hour. 


‘San Antonio Radio 
| Owner Planning 2d 
| 





cars 





San Antonio, Sept. 19.. 


music and an- | 


a The 


Can. Govt, Launching New 
| 28-Week Variety Show 
For UN Army Recruiting 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 

On an army recruiting drive for 
‘United Nations forces the Canadian 
‘government will launch a 28-week 
iseries over 41 stations of the 
|Dominion network of the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp., in the 9-9:30 
‘p.m. E.D.T. slot, commencing to. 
‘morrow (20). This musical variety 
‘show will originate from the stage 
‘of the Odeon, Toronto, flagship of 
the J. Arthur Rank trans-Canada 
‘chain, and will be produced by 
Jackie Rae. The 31-piece band will 
be under the direction of Howard 
Cable. The Four Commodores, 
Canadian male quartet, are in un- 
der the new tag of The Four Sol- 
diers. Band and singers will be 
presented weekly in an elaborate 
stage setting, with all male partici- 
pants in regimental uniform. 

Assisting in the staging and the 
signing up of guest stars will be 
| Pentagon officials at Washington. 
|The scheduled two guest star shois 


Y |for every program will be a Cana- 


dian top name and an American 
or British star of stage or screen. 
| Teeing off in the opening program 
jare Linda Darnell and Ed Me- 
|Curdy, Canadian folksong singer. 
new radio series will be 
tagged “Voice of the Army” and 
| the Howard Cable band, in regi- 
mentals, will be called the Cana- 
;}dian Army Band. Account is being 
‘handled by the Ronalds advertising 
| agency, Toronto, with Ray Avery 
supervising. 


WOAI’s 28th Anni 


San Antonio, Sept. 19. 

WOAI will observe its 28th anni- 
versary on the air Sept. 25. Station 
first began broadcasting with a 
power of 500 watts, a radio pio- 
;neer in South Texas. In 1925, the 
power was increased to 5,000 and 
in 1930 was raised to 50,000. An 
affiliate of NBC since 1923, WOAI 
is also a member of the Texas 








TV Outlet in Mexico Quatity Network: 


WOAT is owned and operated by 
| Southland Industries, Inc., G. A. C. 


Manuel Leal, local businessman | Halff is chairman of the board and 


;and part owner of KIWW, who | Hugh A. L. Halff is prez and gen- 
holds a permit to open a television | eral manager. 


outlet in Mexico, has announced | 


plans for the construction of a sec- 
ond TV outlet. 





Pittsburgh—Fern Styer, former- 


A license is being | ly of WEEU in Reading, has joined 


sought for a Nuevo Laredo outlet, | traffic and continuity departments 


according to Leal, adding that 


}at WCAE while her husband is 


equipment was already on hand for | Studying to be a dentist at Uni- 


_the first planned outlet in Mata- 
moras. 

Under the temporary setup of 
‘the television firm, 


organized as | 
Compania Mexicana de Television, | 
Leal is chairman of the board and 


| versity of Pittsburgh Chet 
| Clark has quit radio to go into the 
i securities business. He once was 
|/an announcer, later managed a 
station in Rochester, Pa., and more 
recently was a salesman at WWSW 

.. Bob Pritchard, WJAS salesman, 


|Pedro de Lille, a Mexican, acting | and his wife have bought a new 


{ 
| prez. 


Leal stated there were six |trailer... Michael Marlow, WWSW 


other stockholders. He stated that announcer, received his B.A. last 
|the Matamoras outlet, to telecast week at end of Pitt’s summer ses- 


‘on channel seven, 


will transmit | sion . 


. . KQV’s traffic safety pro< 


Mutual musical-dramatie series, opens its 11th year when fall and win-| hour, according to a statement by English and Spanish language pro- | gram, “It Pays to Know,” present- 


ter airings tee off Oct. 21 from WGN’s newly remodeled Studio One. 
Series, featuring weekly addresses by Col. Robert McCormick, is pro- 
duced by Marion Claire with Henry Weber batoning orch and chorus 
....Greta Morgan, formerly with Walker rep firm, takes over this 
week as promotion-publicity chief at WIND, replacing Connie Kimball, 
who’s resigning....Sheil School of Social Studies is building special 
eight-week course around recordings of race relations documentary, 
= 














IN DETROIT 


ful 
We're proud of the success 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


COCO-WHEATS 

DOMESTIC SEWING 
MACHINE CO. 

FLEX-LET WATCH BANDS 

GERBER POPCORN PACKAGE 

NATIONAL CARBON 

OVALTINE (Wander Co.) 


AMERICAN TOBACCO CO. 
(Pall Mall) 
RIVAL DOG FOOD 
WARD BAKING CO. 
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
She 
SMOB 
DODGE CARS—CHRYSLER 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


. WJBK-TV,aCBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


WJBK-AM «TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 488 MADISON AVENUE . 
NEW YORK 22 ELDORADO 5-2455 
Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


‘ 





| program director Prescott. 


‘GOVT. PICKS UP TAB ON 





Chicago, Sept. 19. 
The U.S. Public Health Service 
is picking up the tab on the first 
of a series of documentary tele pix 
dealing with health problems 


Park’s Documentary Co. First shots 
were made last weekend for the 
30-minute film which is expected 
to cost about $6,000 and will be of- 
fered for commercial sponsorship. 
The pics will be a video adap- 
tion of documentary techniques 
used by 
Life” radio series which won criti- 
cal acclaim as a WMAQ airer. 
~ Pix will be written and narrated 
by Park, with Marshall Head han- 
dling the photography. 


WHAS Under Big Top 


Louisville, Sept. 19. 
WHAS was under the Big Top 





16, moving equipment, talent and 
programs to the Fair Grounds fo. 
the entire week of the State Fair, 
to give ,Kentuckiana 
Indiana) visitors a first-hand look 
at radio broadcasting. 

Alt shows were free under the 
WHAS tent and a full fair schedule 
of broadcasts was carried out by 
the station. 





Detroit—The 70-voice chorus and 





turned to the air after a summer 
Jhiatus Sunday (17), 


DOCUMENTARY VIDPIX p's 


launched here last week by Ben) 


Park on his “It’s Your 


during State Fair Week, Sept. 1l-, 


(Kentucky- | 


grams. 
eral manager of the outlet. 

| An estimated $300,000 will be 
|Spent before the Matamoras outlet 
‘goes on the air. Included in the 
is a 560-foot transmitter 
| tower. Action by the Mexican sec- 
jretary of communications on the 
|Nuevo Laredo permit application is 
' pending, stated Leal. 





In connection with these setups, | 


,it’s understood that Emilio Azcar- 
raga plans to have a half dozen 
border TV stations in operation 
within the next two years. 


| Pitt’s AM Newsreel 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 

First hour-long newsreel in radio 
/here has just been launched by 
| WWsw with Margo Wines footing 
ithe bill. 
/a week from 11 oclock until mid- 
night, and includes every kind of 
coverage, international, national, 
state, local and sports. News-gath- 
ering agencies for the 60-minute 
session are Associated Press wire, 
| which goes into station, and morn- 


ing Post-Gazette, owner of WWSW. | 


Newsreel replaces “Let's Dance,” 
platter-spinning session. 





Milwaukee——Milwaukee Journal 
station WTMJ has lined up two 
| new bankrollers for its 22nd sea- 
|son of carrying the complete sched- 

ules of U. of Wisconsin and Green 
Bay Packers football teams. Miller 
Brewing Co., through Mathisson 
& Assocs., will sponsor the 14 
Green Bay games and Standard Oil 
| of Indiana, through McCann-Erick- 


Bob Heiss will do the Wisconsin 
| schedule, 


Program is on six nights | 


vocal groups of WJR’s “Make Way | son, will pick up the tab for the) 
for Youth” program, which is fed | nine Wisconsin games. Larry Clark 
to the entire CBS network, re-| will call the Packer games and 


| (Performabie under BMI License) 


W. B. Miller will be gen- | ed in cooperation with the Better 


| Traffic Committee of Pittsburgh, 
_ has switched to a new time on Sat- 

urday nights, 7:30... Joan Gos- 
| nell, receptionist at KDKA, has left 
| the station staff to get married .., 
| Florence Sando, women’s commen- 
itator at WCAE, has signed with 
|George Heid studio to teach act- 
| ing one evening a week. 


WANTED 


» «+A top Radio-TV Produe- 
tion Manager 


- » « By one of the 4-A agencies 
with substantial TV and 
Radio accounts, 


This is a unique opportunity. 
TV and agency experience pre- 
ferred. Submit complete de- 
tails, including salary range, 
Reply will be kept in strict con- 
fidence. Box V-1933, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 


























EXEC ASSISTANT 


Executive assistant and secretary 
seeks position with radio or T.V. star. 
Competent irk. personable, capable 
manager. horoughly versed in all 
phases of show business. Conserve 
time, energy and effort with me. 


Write Box 9874, Variety, 
154 W. 46th Street, New York 19 














THANK YOU 


JAN (Songs for Sale) MURRAY 
for letting me in on your wonderful 
fun-festival. I’m happy my tune 


ADORABLE 


made its debut on your CBS show. 
eddie lindner 
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VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 39 





Wednesday, September 20, 1950 


Inside Stufli—Radio 


Harry Hartman, veteran WCPO (Cincinnati) time salesman and ex- been appointed to post of general | 
sportscaster, has turned author. In ‘‘Watt Hoppens,” just released, he 'manager of Associated Program 
spreads over 98 pages inside facts behind scenes of radio from cat- | Service, the transcription program 
- whisker days to video.” It is in characteristic roly-poly Hartman style | division of Muzak Corp. 


and has many illustrations of him on and off mike with greats and near- | 
greats of sports and show business. | 

Chuckle No. 1 goes back to 1928 when Hartman saw a microphone for | 
the first time. He left a ringside seat to fill in for an announcer who | 
failed to show up in Music Hall arena to do the initial boxing broadcast 
by WFBE, forerunner of WCPO. The next day Hartman was out of the 
clothing business and in radio. The 250-watt station, then owned by 
the late Earl Fuller, piomeer jazz orchestra leader, was in a basement 
closet of the Parkview hotel, Cincy. “Spot announcements cost 75 
cents, and if we couldn’t get money we took merchandise for them,” 
Hartman recalled. . | 

One laugh omitted by Hartman, but still remembered by oldtimers 
in the industry, was about the time the station moved from the Park- | 
view to the Sinton hotel. A box item in VaRrEty reported “the change 
was made without breaking a record.” 

Indicating that the station has advanced, there is a photo of Mortimer | 
C. Watters, its head man, and Ohio’s Governor Frank Lausche proudly | 
displaying the VARIETY Showmanagement 1950 award to WCPO-TV. 





In a new version of radio public relations, WNBC, key N. Y. outlet 
of the NBC w®b, is scheduled to stage a “Children’s Carnival” on the 
Central Park mall, N. Y., Saturday (23) in cooperation with the N. Y. 
Parks Dept. With the new school season having started recently, the 
affair is to be geared to the schools’ safety program, and the station is 
inviting kids this week via special spot announcements. 

Frank Luther, star of a Saturday morning’s kid show on WNBC, will 
emcee, with a long list of guest talent scheduled to perform, including 
Henry Morgan, the “Magie Clown” of a WNBT video show, Ed Herlihy, 
the Police Dept. quartet and others. Show will not be broadcast. 











Mitchell to Muzak 


Maurice B. Mitchell, ex-Broad- | 
cast Advertising Bureau chief, has | 


Mitchell succeeds Richard Tes- 
tut who was transferred to an ad- 
ministrative post in the Muzak 
company. 
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ists and tying up with a lot of jazz 
units that they won’t be able to 
use. At the moment, television | 
leads the webs to think they need | 
a lot of pop men, This may change. 


Situation is fraught with wider | 
implications than is apparently | 
realized. <A lot of longhair musi- 


{cians may find themselves out of 
| work, replaced by pop players. A 


classical audience may find itself 
deprived of programs. But a deeper | 
motive is discerned by some indus- | 


i tryites in all the above—a move by | 


,est in the likeHhood that, 
eventual lifting of the freeze (and 
' barring war curtailments on equip- 


Hicks & 


querque, all operating, of course, 
without benefit of cable or net- 
work microwave. There’s a mere 


‘handful of applications, these from 


Denver, the third big watering 
hole in the desert. And they’re un- 
der that thick coating of ice known 
as the FCC freeze. 


Delegates indicated keen inter- 


ment, etc.), many ultra-high fre- 
quency channels will be assigned 
for community-station utilization. 


| District director William C. Grove 


pointed out that when the FCC 
came out with its July, 1949, list 
of allocations, providing for even- 
tual assignment of spectrum space 
to stations in more than 
communities, “it all seemed a lit- 
tle ridiculous.” But, he added, “‘it 


| certainly doesn’t now.” 


The broadcasters indicated their 


Continued from page 25 


with | 


1,400 | 


stations and webs to cut down on/ direct interest burgeoned with ad- 


their musicians quota, classical or | Vertising gains made by video, the | 
contract | approach of network relays and /' 


with the musicians union—original- | the emergence of TV as a “star” | Wyo. All three said their stations 


pop, altogether. Webs’ 


ly for three years, then renewed! Medium bringing viewers Eddie 





TWIN CITY DRIVES NET 
BIG NAMES ON SPOTS 


Minneapolis, Sept. 19. 

Civie and state agencies here are 
going in for big-name aid in carry- | 
ing out radio and TV fund-raising 
and publicity campaigns. The Sis- 
ter Elizabeth Kenny Foundation, 
with headquarters in Minneapolis, 
lined up 28 stars for its annual 
drive which ends tomorrow (20). 

Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Gabriel 
Heatter, Robert Q. Lewis, Jo Staf- 
ford, Clem McCarthy and Red 
Skelton are among the names ap- 
pealing via radio. On TV _ it’s) 
Morey Amsterdam, Ilona Massey, | 
Bert Lahr, Arlene Francis, Dizzy 
Dean and Cedric Adams. The TV 
spots were produced in New York 
and Minneapolis at Cinemart and 
Reid H. Ray Films, Ine. Writing | 
and production were done by) 
Johnny Pikala, radio-TV director of 





the Sister Elizabeth Kenny Foun- | indie’s new shows are slated to be-| ent processes. 


° | 
dation. 


Dick Enroth, WLOL sportscaster, | 
and Leigh Kamman, VARIETY mugg | 
and Twin City disker, are the 
emcees. | 
} 





Dawn Bible Students 


WHEW 


Cae Continued from page 22 = 











views with gang leaders, victims of 


_ gangs and other people affected by 
Each program will | 


delinquency. 
be broadcast twice “for a maximum 
audience impact.” 


Ex-bandleader Bobby Sherwood, 
who already has a cross-the-board 
video variety show from 11 to mid- 
night on WCBS-TV, has now been 
moved into the 5 to 5:30 slot on 
WNEW, preceding Martin Block. 
Sherwood spins records, plays 
piano and guitar, and fools with his 
trumpet. Incidentally, Sherwood is 
one of the few WNEW personali- 
ties who hasn’t worked his way up 
from staff announcer ranks. 


Station has also 
Ford’s “Milkman’s Matinee” down 
two hours earlier on Saturday 
night, starting the all-night deejay 
show at 10 p.m. While majority of 


gin next month, Sherwood has al- 
ready started, as has legiter Boris 
Karloff’s kiddie deejay stint. 

















Continued from page 25 


grams can be broadcast regarding 
the location of shelters, advice 


moved Art| 


Sabotage | | 


for two—expires next Feb. 1. Pres- | 


ent moves by the webs are regard- 
ed by some as initial efforts toward 


}| cutting down on musicians’ quota 


in the new contract, or getting rid 
of the quota system together, with 
the lopping off of longhairs as the 
| beginning of the campaign before 
negotiations for new pacts start. 











Copyright | 








Continued from page 26 








work kinescopes the performance 
|for shipment to stations operating 
| Outside the reach of the coaxial 
cable. The motion picture indus- 
try insists that the kinescope re- 
|cording is a motion picture and 
hence a copyright violation will 
| exist. On the other hand, the 
broadcasting industry “says the 
|kinescope recording is not a mo- 
'tion picture. It is used for differ- 
ent purposes and made by differ- 
The kinescope is 
merely another facility for getting 
the program to the network. We 
insist this is a right reserved bv 
‘the author when he reserved live 
broadcasts. Some day this point 
will be litigated.” 


Mrs. Pilpel attacked the tax laws 
as “giving least favored treatment 
|to creative workers. The new law 
| before Congress is even harder on 
“Congress, 


Cantor, Fred Allen, Bob Hope, Ed 


| Wynn, et al., along with Milton | 
| Berle—who, until now, has been | 


| about the only big TV name recog- 


| only read about. 


District 14 also heard Justin Mil- | 


A 

ler, NAB president, advocate 
| fingerprinting of radio station em- 
| ployees as one phase of the indus- 


| nizable in- this area where TV is|} 


| try’s contribution to national de-' 





Radio Stix 


‘Salt Lake City, and one at Albu-' fense. Also, a resolution was passed 


endorsing plans for an expanded 
| Broadcast Advertising Bureau to 
|help radio sell time. 

But, aside from TV, the thing 
_ that sparked most corridor gab was 
a bristling challenge to the broad- 
casters to hoist the baton handed 
them by the FCC last year and 
Start editorializing on the air. 

Rex Howell of KFXJ, Grand 
Junction, Col., and KGLN, Glen- 
wood Springs, who has been 
thumping on the subject on a na- 
tional level for years, “advocated” 
on his own facilities in defiance of 
the so-called “Mayflower edict” 
and was a.leader in the fight that 
overturned it last year, told the 
broadcasters that now that they 
have the “right” to editorialize se- 
cured to them, they ought to use 
it. 

Howell asked _= editorializing 
| broadcasters to raise their hands, 
Three did—Vir James of KVRII, 
William Kemp of 
| KVER, Albuquerque, and James 
Carroll of KWVO, _ Sheridan, 


| Salida, Col., 


enjoyed greater influence and re- 
spect because of their editorializ- 
ing policies. All said they stayed 
out of politics, did most of their 
advocating on other local issues. 





Pittsburgh—Theodore A. Okon, 
associated with WDTV since June, 
1949, as public relations and pub- 
| licity director, has resigned to be- 
|come business manager of Al Mor- 
gan, pianist and composer, and star 
of the ‘‘Al Morgan Show.” 
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university education 


ies Ope 


Buy Religioso Show 


Dawn Bible Students Assn, has | ming of thoroughfares, and similar | 


given on how to prevent the jam-| them,” she continued. 


by means of this new tax law, 








another first for WWJ—The Detroit News 


.- EV: goes to college 








WW4J-TV and the University of Michigan 
have announced completion of plans for a 
series of televised home-study courses this 
fall... the first venture into the field of 


by any TV station. 


bought the 12:45 to 1 p.m. slot 
Sundays on the Mutual web to air 
a weekly religious show starting 


educational programs carried on 
for the benefit of the various levels 
of civil-defense organizations.” 


'takes away with one hand what 


‘it grants creative workers through 
| the copyright laws.” 


The entire academic resources of the uni- 
versity and the production and transmis- 











Oct. 15. Series, to be titled “Frank 
and Ernest,” will comprise non- 
denominational religious talks 
penned by Dr. Norman Wood- 
worth, who will also appear on the 
show. 

Deal is for 52 weeks, with the 


W. L. Gleason agency handling the 
account. 


The plan provides for use of | 


simile, amateur radio services, and | 
mobile two-way facilities. 


ing for a civil defense administra- | 
tion and the appointment of an ad- | 





Sati -1:¢¢ce in | Brylawski, president of the D. C. 
in : A, 
nigella gyre angry Reet din | Motion Picture. Theatre Owners, 


abled by attack. These include fac- | €XPlained that the copyright laws, 


: 'that the courts have had to “per- 
A basic civil defense law is rec-| form acrobatics to fill in the de- 
ommended under the plan, provid- | ficiencies in the law.” 


‘Mr. Deeds’ TV Package | ministrater. Prompt action by con- | 





; A series based on Clarence Bud- 
ington Kelland’s “Mr. Deeds” 
stories has been packaged for video 


? 
presentation with Barry Nelson in Dorothy Doan S New Pact 


the lead. Package is slated to cost Dorothy Doan, hostess on CBS- | 
around $7,500. |TV’s daytime “Vanity Fair” show, | 
William Morris Agency is per-| this week inked a new pact with) 


centing the deal. |the web, incorporating a hefty | 
- | boost in salary. | 
Show, which has been aired | 
(3:30 to 4 p.m, slot Tuesdays and 
| Thursdays. Fibre-Glass Curtains re- 
'mains as a participating sponsor. 
. 
® Organist ® 
OVER 250 TV SHOWS 
local TV outlet. 
Currently 80th Week 


cross-the-board, will move into the | 
e | 
PIANIST ® | 
| 
| He was formerly with the Radio 
“MAMA” CBS-TV 


























ROBB TO SAN ANTONIO 





in New York. 





Radio Registry 

















NEED AN ASSISTANT? 


College man, 24, knowledge’ of music, 
Stage productions and radio and T.V. |, : “eb 
yyinique. Desires to assist in Radio, || partment traffic division has con- 
‘Ys Music or theatrical productions. ,ducted each program. 
| Write Box V 687, VARIETY, | gram has copped many national 








= | 





; weekly broadcast of “So It Can't 


‘11th anni. Lt. Roland J. Schu- 


er ee ee 


154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. || awards for 
safety. 


"@eewneevaeeaad 








"et #® eee eee ° 
‘ 


Happen To You,” a safety program | 
originated by KXOK marked the! 


‘old people who have bad eyes and 
‘can’t read much, or for the blind. 
/Also, it will bring back the old | 
,custom of family reading aloud.” 


San Antonio, Sept. 19. 


William B. Robb, Jr., has been Quaker Oats Reprise 
/ named program director for KEYL, | 


City Music Hall and radio and TV 


St. Louis—The 574th consecutive , 


'macher of the St. Louis Police De- tional 30 minutes. 


The pro-| 


| 


Brylawski, a brother of A. Julian 


as they affect motion pictures, ‘‘are 
not very clearly thought out” and 


New law is needed to cover per- 
forming rights as they affect re- 
cording of literary works, said Ar- 
thur Farmer. Up to now, he add- 
ed, it has never been worthwhile 
to read a novel or short story on 
to a record. However, such new 
developments as the 33 and 45 
rpms means that it is possible to 
put a story on a single record. 
Tape and wire recordings, he said, 
can take entire literary works. 


“Now,” explained Farmer, “I 
can read a novel on to wire or 
tape and sell it to the public at 
$5 a copy. This will be good for 








On MBS ‘Man on Farm’ 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 


Mutual’s “Man on the Farm” re- | 
turns to a full hour format Oct. 
14 for Quaker Oats. Cereal firm 
cut the Chicago-originated Satur- 
day morning airer back to a half- 
hour last April, plugging Ful-O- | 
Pep Feeds. Mother’s Premium | 
Oats will be tabbed for the addi- 


Quaker has sponsored the show , 


for the past 14 years, ae it | 
its contribution to| to Mutual two years ago. Agency 
j is Sherman-Marquette. 


P= 






sion facilities of the stats . 
to its success. Initial plans-call*fos. 
; in th? oy 
on history, fine arts, music 4d- 
mentals of the natural’’scu ee 
trated with all the vSual-aiefs.em 
undergraduate instr ctions The 
“classes” yl, even ibe. 
laboratories Workshops.end raret 
H iy at AMA oi A 
red to all but-a ; 
tnd KOS Ps 


usually Joa 
—— PRISE : 
Those whe enroll by’ he payment of a 


nominal fee to-ttie Universit will be 
eligible for { jndtions “certificat 
of fec nition 

Mark this “tip as’ f 
of firsts" credited to. WWJ during its 30 
“Years’ existence. It adds imirtieagurably to the 
prestige and community ‘confidencé! which 
WWJ has always énjoyed, and which has 
always proved so beneficial to its advertisers. 


WW -tVv 


NBC Television Network 
FIRST IN MICHIGAN Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





























0) 
es 
“ 


‘Ne . 
iv, 





National Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWI 


‘ LS SONAR EE TRE 
St Ma AA FN RAE Mn RRC 









































40 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 20, 1950 





Eckstine-Shearing Combo Nets 146 
In Sock Hollywood Jazz Concert 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

A smashing $13,964 gross alter 
taxes was racked up Friday night 
(15) at Shrine Auditorium for the 
Billy Eckstine-George Shearing jazz 
concert, promoted, here by disk 
jockey Gene Norman. All of the 
site’s 6.900 were sold plus 


standees, 


seats 


some with an estimated 


1,000 customers turned away. 


- 


Best British Sheet Sellers 





(Week ending Sept. 9) 
London, Sept. ‘2. 
Silver Dollar....... Pic Music 
Bewitched ......... Sterling 
Have | Told You.. . Leeds 
Blackbird ..... .. Box & Cox 
Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
; Sentimental Me. ..Cinephonic 
World on a String” anu “Flying My Foolish Heart...... . Sun 
Home.” r Sam’s Song .... Sterling 
Following intermission, Charlie a in a While..... +g Magna 
Parker with his string accompani- earié *..... 64 Me : 
ment took the spotlight for about If | Loved You. aie Png pe 
four numbers with pianist Osear Mona Lisa........] ew 
Petefson following. Latter broke Second 12 
pe i pao. Sees having to beg off. Remember rere renee Arcadia 
Coleman Hawkins, backed by the Quicksilver Morris 
rhythm section, showed his tenor Candy & Cake Dash 
sax knowhow, while Rich demon- Let’s Do It Again Lennox 














Phil Spitalny Orch: “Our 
of Fatima” -"Ave Maria” 
“Fatima,” 
been stirring great interest, 
its most effective interpretation 
the Spitalny “Hour of 
choir. This rich 
choral arrangement has a 

potential, and jocks can spin it 
| suitable occasions. 


by 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Lady | 
(Victor). | 
a religioso tune that has | 
gets 


| 


Charm” | 
and deeply-felt | 


big! 
On | 


other tasteful orch and choir blend- 


ing on the Schubert 
| featuring Evelyn’s violin. 
Bing Crosby: “Harbor 








composition, 


Lights”’- | 


Local sesh was the pace-setter strated his proficiency at the skins Piano Roll Blues Leeds | “Beyond The Reet” (Decca). On 
for a cross-country tour that will with a fiery solo stand that brought Ashes of Roses Connelly | the current Hawaiian _ kick, 
take Eckstine and Shearing up down the house. Your Heart, My Heart W right | “Lights,” a late 1930's tune, is get- 
through Nov. 12. Grosses around Show was wrapped up by Miss Me and Shadow F. D. & H. | ting a lot of wax put on it. This cut 
the country should be as good, Fitzgerald with such tunes as “How Oh. You Sweet One Southern has strong commercial impact, with 
particularly since Shaw Artists High the Moon” and “Frim Fram Only Eyes For You..Feldman | Crosby always tops on these oo 
Corp.. which pieced together the Sauce.” Closer was “Perdido” with 'zena Tzena Tzena - Leeds -e. ——, ay —— _ pee 
package, can cue the bookings to Phillips taking the limelight. In- _ Happy Times .. Feldman _ Bann ae oon — _ 
record sales charts. teresting aspect of the program pleasant, dreamy ballad. Lyn Mur- 

Majority of the coin goes to Eck- was the different styles exhibited ray’s orch and chorus furnish ex- 
stine, who will collect the $3,000 by the trio of tenor saxmen. Haw- g ac ett cellent backgrounds. 
to $3,700 guarantee against 50-60 kins showing refinement, Phillips Paul Weston Orch: “Beloved, Be 
privilege in every town. Warbler excitement and Young indifference. Faithful’-“Nevertheless” (Colum- 
is paying Shearing on a guarantee Carnegie stand was the second | | bia). Weston, on his first chore for 
and bonus deal and is also paying of the tour. which began at the aZzZ om 0 our Columbia since moving over from 
the Miles Davis quintet, which Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford, Capitol, has sliced a neat coupling | 
serves as a bop curtain raiser with Friday (15). Tour is expected to of a current pop and a standard. | 
a trio of numbers and provides the take in 50 cities in the J. S. and 3obby Hackett has been given, “Beloved” is handled with an ap- 
backing for Eckstine’s bleating. Canada. Gros. an indefinite leave of absence by , propriate lilt, the Norman Luboff 

With their respective disk clicks | American Broadcasting Co. music np ge erage Rese ey? a 
to lean on, Eckstine and Shearing |chief Frank Vagnoni, to permit | 38 4 Sick rendition Of a tine oldie. 


would have no trouble satisfying a 


concert audience anywhere, but 
they’ve wisely elaborated on the 
entire theme t. provide a neatly- 


paced, two-hour show. Eckstine has 
added some special material stuff, 
penned by Sid Kuller, and socks 
it over to top response, particu- 
larly a wrapup of Frankie Laine 
material like “Mule Train,” “Wild 
Goose,” “Swamp Girl,” etc. He also 
does the special “I Like It Here,” 
flagwaver that hits home. Usual 
fine balladeering job is done on 
such numbers as “Carayan,” “O'd 

Man River” and “I Wanna Be 
Loved,” and he uses a punchy ar- 
langement of the oldie, “Laugh 

Clown, Laugh,” to bring the cur- 
tain rcaring down on the first half. 

Eckstine teams with Shearing 
only once, at the finale, in a 
jamm: “Driving Me Crazy” that 
rings the bell solidly. Shearing 
combo, playing’ a repressed bop, 
wins the expected returns all the 
way, particularly in reprising such 
Gcisk clicks as “East of the Sun.” 
Piano - bass — vibes - electric-guitar- 
drums combo dishes a top brand of 
harmonics that is musically and | 
technically classy. Between num- 
bers, Shearin; keeps the pace even 
with some puny patter that goes | 
over well. 

Accent on the “modern sounds” 
won't hurt around the = couniry 
since platiers have brought both 
headliners plenty of attention and 
will serve as advance 
mouth, contributing to what should 
be a highly profitable trek. Kap. 





“Jazz at Philharmonic’ | 


Packs Carnegie Hall, N.Y; 
‘Go Man’ Cues Musicians 


With a capacity attendance 
2.760 at a $4 top and scaled <i n 
to $2, Norman Granz presented the 
10th annual addition of “Jazz at 
the poagiogge wont at Carnegie 


Hall, , Saturday (16) to one 
of ag aoe appreciative (and nois- 
jest) audiences in town. Instead | 
of the middle-aged and gray-haired | 
set usually in attendance at this | 
house, the hall was filled largely | 
by youths in their early or mid- | 
twenties, a large segmen. of which 
impressed as being ex-bop follow- | 
ers. 


Reaction to the music played ran | 
from heavy mitting to frantic 
shouts of “go man” in response to 
bits offered by various soloists. In- 
itial half of the program featured 
tenor saxmen Flip Phillips and Les- 
ter Young, trombonist Bill Harris, 
trumpeteer Harry Edison, 88er 
Hank Jones, bassist Ray Brown and | 
drummer Buddy Rich. Seven-man | 
combo, with the two reed and two | 
brass constantly soloing, gave out | 
with some hot playing, in addition | 
to one number in the sweet vein 
that was done so neatly it could | 
easily have lulled the house 
quiet slumber, 


Rounding out the first part of . 
the show, Ella Fitzgerald came on 
in sock fashion to draw top re- 
Sponse with a quintet of offerings. 
These included “Don’t Get Around 
Much Anymore,” 


into 


Decca Standing Pat On 


tour 


the trumpeter to make a national 
fronting his own small com- 


ly: and 


The Reet” (Capitol). 


*Bushel 
*Bushel 


Margaret Whiting-Jimmy Wake- 
A Peck’-‘‘Beyond | 
.’ from 


. bination. ABC, however, has stip- a sels es 
M RC b are : Frank Loesser’s ‘Guys and Dolls, 
erman Nix for A Al um ulated that billing med “ee sounds promising, and diskeries are 
é ? . appearances must include he getting on it fast. Cut of Miss 
Of Madam Despite leas phrase “by permission of ABC. Whiting and Wakely is among the 
i . Hackett, who left his hot jazz’ first and will do much to put over 
Y rT ta ava > Cc ® d > 
New Haven, Sept. 19. career four years ago for a radio the song. It’s a novelty-type item 


fy 


word-of- | — 


1e telephone wires between the 





“Reet” 


“TVG Got the FHF HOF Pee e HEHE tose see ere sees esos e- FOPFEFFFEPSESFEEOFEFESEOEFEEEEEEEEHOS | 


| significant variations. 


| ising 


Flipover is an- | « 








mental arrangement. This cut looks 
to garner a healthy share of the 
| play on this number. Damone gives 
“Arms” a full-dress dramatic treat- 
ment with solid commercial im- 
pact on this standard. Ralph Mar- 
tiere tastefully batons the orch 
and chorus. 

Salty Holmes: “Wabash Blues’’. 
‘Swanee Swing” (London). Holmes, 
a solid harmonicist, giv es a strong 
slice of ‘‘Wabash Blues” that should 


stir some activity in the blues and 
folk markets. Holmes rides the 
standard with a steady, moving 
beat. Reverse is another catching 
item that rates attention. 

Pearl Bailey: “He Didn’t Have 
The Know-How No How”-‘Down 
In The Cellar’ (Columbia). One of 


standout vocal stylists in the busi- 
ness, Miss Bailey turgns out con- 
sistently fine disks even when her 
material is mediocre. She makes 
“Know-How” a rhythm tune with 
some fairly clever lyrics seem much 
bigger than it is. -““Cellar”’ is an 
okay number with an upbeat and 
uplift message. Gil Evans orch 
backs up competently. 


Album Reviews 


George Shearing Quintet 
(M-G-M). Shearing’s rhythm quin- 
tet has emerged as one of the 
standout combos in the contempo- 
rary jazz scene. The reason is made 
clear in this four-disk set pack- 
aged by M-G-M. In this collection 
of Shearing standards, the quintet 
displays that freshness of attack 
which maintains the melodic integ- 
rity while constantly searching for 
Combo also 
manages to maintain fine balancing 
among its. rhythm components. 
Numbers included in the set are 
“Tenderly,” “November Seascape,” 
“Summertime,” “As Long As 
There’s Music,” “Strolling,” “Sep- 


tember In the Rain,” “Changing 
With the Times” and “East of the 
Sun.” 


Platter Pointers 


Les Brown’s orch sliced two solid 
sides in “Sixpence” and “Cabin in 
the Sky" (Columbia) Some 
more Spike Jones’ highjinks in 
“Yes, We Have No Bananas” for 
Victor... Betty Brewer has a neat 
coupling of standards in “For the 
First Time” and “You've Got Me 
Crying Again” (Decca) Lisa 
Kirk’s “Life Is So Peculiar” is 
slightly late, but good (Victor)... 
Andrews Sisters and Guy Lom- 
bardo team for an okay version 
of “A Rainy Dav Refrain” (Decca) 

. . Vaughn Monroe’s cut of 
“Frosty, The Snow Man” is prom- 
(Victor) . Jimmy Dorsey 


| has kicked off another solid Dixie 


| Umbrella” (Columbia)... 


_pertiy 


| 


| “Punky 


*Let Smile Be Your 
On the 
Rosemary Clooney ex- 
handles a couple of juve 
“The Wobblin’ .Goblin” and 
Punkin” Jack Day, 


number in a 


same label, 


items, 


| Owen Bradley and the Ames Bros. 


| have etched 


a flock of Christmes 
numbers for Coral . Louis Jor- 
dan has a neat side in “Trouble 
Then Satisfaction” (Decca)... 
Lucky Millinder registers well on 


“Clap Your Hands” for King Rec- 


That to Me” 


'(London) .. 


ords ... On same label Roy Brown's 
orch has a strong blues and rhythm 
number in “Cadillac Baby”. . 
Claire Hogan's handling of “Do 
is okav (London)... 
Charlie Spivak has a couple of 
good sides in “High On the List” 
and “Moonlight On the Ganges” 
. Johnny Parker scores 
“Can't Seem to Laugh 

and “Never Again” 

. Lily Ann Carol and 


nicely in 
Anymore” 
‘Capitol . 


Rav Bloch orch have a cute side in 


| Tiny 
| for 

| sweet 
| (Capitol) 


\“Hora Staceata” 


and 


| po'ka, religious, ete.: 


“The Lovebug Itch” 


be:th, resumed his playing with a, that this duo can click on. * 
backstage of the Shubert theatre | small combo as a result of his sum- a rendition on 
aa es als : ak | ace ee _ i ‘, the bottom deck. 
here, where “Call Me Madam” mel — Nag ores gro i Mindy Carson: “A Rainy Day Re- 
opened Monday (11), and Decca Columbus, O., when he was vaci-| ¢ 0) 8 . Li . : 
‘prea Cie ggg ioning f ABC Hackett's frain’-“‘Looks Like A Cold, Cold 
in New York, were jammed jast | tloning rom : . - ae Winter” (Victor). This could be 
week as the show s backers, pro- combo received $1,000 per WeeK the disk that Miss Carson has 
ducers and writers pleaded with for that engagement. Hackett 1s needed to crack into the hit lists. 
Decca execs to release Ethel Mer- currently booked solidly through | Refrain,” a standout tune with a 
man for a projected RCA Victor | December. He goes back into the light beat, is handled by Miss Car- | 
album of the show's sore. It’s Grandview Inn Sept. 25 through) son with a matching delicacy that | 
understood that Decca, which has Oct. 14 and follows into the Colo-| lifts this side out of the ordinary. | 
the show's siinging star under con- nial Tavern, Toronto, Oct. 16; Excellent background by the 
tract, stood pat firmly against per- through Nov. 4; and the Rendez- Andrew | _Ackers orch helps. 
mitting Miss Merman to appear on vous Room, Philadelphia, Nov. 6 wien’ is 8 = cna. a 
the Victor label. As a result. RCA. through Nov. 18. He is slated for _ Ames Bros.: “Thirsty For You 
hic eile , ‘eg pee Ss : ate . Kisses”’-“I Don’t Mind Being All 
which bankrolled the show, is seen a holiday cruise ship date, plus 4] ” (Coral). Another fine slice 
blocked out from cutting an origi- bookings at the Hi-Hat in Boston, one) (Lora. sono onsis 
a eg : . ites - Hackett ~antime ompleted by a group that has been consist- | 
nal cast album of the show. Figs stayin po ee ae a ae re ‘_”* ently turning out solid disks for 
Calls to Milton R. Rackmil. Dec- his first set of eight = vel or me over a year. “Kisses” is a good 
ca prexy, and Dave Kapp, diskery’s Columbia label last Friday (19), panad, delivered with this combo’s | 
exec vice-prexy; were made by Le- Using the same combination that firm beat and sure harmonizing. 
land Hayward, producer of the will tour with him. Sidemen are *Alone”’’ could have a big play on 
show: Irving Berlin, music and DO" Marino, drums; Bob Casey, | the strength of this cut. A fine 
|lvric writer: Manie Sacks. RCA art- bass, and Charlie Queener, piano. tune with a smart Ivric, it’s been 
ists relations chief, and even Ethet Ernie Anderson is Hackett's per-| dressed by the Ames Bros. into a 
Merman, who is anxious to do the Sonal manager. | big pn! —~ F gs — Roy 
; pe Sy os ca oleh allele? | Ross orch back up neatly. 
[rong Rs xy chiefs, howe ver, did Vic Damone: “Beloved Be Faith- 
ota E tape rut made several undis- George Joy left N. Y. for the ful’-“Take Me In Your Arms” 
| Closed counter-proposals to RCA Coast Monday (18) for a two or (Mercury). “Beloved” gets another 
; Victor which were not acceptable to three week visit. to Santly-Joy’s , firstrate rendition by Damone, 
the latter company. Holly wood office. backed by a full choral and instru- 
“ARIETZ...10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Weck of Set.38, 
eee j +o > 
; 
1. . NIG NE Ss { Jenkins-Wearers ¢tHeer Decca 
; GOODNIGHT IRENE (7) (Svencer) .... reer st. ee eee or ) Frank Sinatrt ..... Columbia 3 
” ale } i > 4 
re eT ee ee Ki 9 wd +s THO. ...000-. Cagtens ? 
eS < | Victor Young cess Decca t 
r¢ 3. SAM’S SONG (9) (Sam Weiss) \ Bing & Gary Crosby.... Decca + 
‘3 SSl . ec eeeee Coeceeeeeeseeseesesevesr } Jo a Tingers” Carr Te Capitol > 
eg a i aC ne | Bing & Gary Crosby ..Decca z 
5. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (10) (Cromwell) ...............05. fy aieig niall aE Decea ¢ 
Battech ATE: icc eek Columbia ; 
Bale Deer eee meee G8) Glmeeee) ... . ss ci ccc cccesdckcccccence ORY Multia. cvcccd cxse: Victor 
7. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (3) (Valando) ...............0cece PINES CATO, os 03.55 os. 04 dae Coral P¢ 
. — Andrews Sis-Jenkins .Decca 
8. I WANNA BE LOVED (17) (Supreme) ..... } Andrews Sis-Jenkins..... Dec 
; ED (17 | ae Fae We Oars ee | Billy Evkstine........ M-G-M 
a ee OD Sg ee te cllde¥ Rae be bos Seees Patti PRGE ve. iaiiive .Mercu.y 
10. BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (9) (Acuff-Rose) .............. dy BtO....ccicees ... Capitol 
Second Group 5 
* 
Paes vee Oe CE STORES) oocccnseeesssveteredovers sees K. Starr-Tennessee Ernie Capitol 3 
{ LOVE THE GUY (Shapiro-B) _........ , oe eee Fran Warren .. Victor 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) Ss gd er ete aie Hugo Winterhalter..... Victor 
MUSIC MAESTRO PLEASE (Bourne) ...........0. 00. y RPA EMME os ss 550% Mercury 
i 2Ony PEGTUM: . sca wowace Victor + 
DREAM A LITTLE DREAM (Words & Music) ...............055 Frankie Loine.... Mercury z 
HARBOR LIGHTS (Chappell) sds) §) sid cece cece eee Sammy Kaye. ... Columbia 
CINCINNATI DANCING PIG (Old Hickory) ..................6. HOG POlCD |. k.0scvearn Xe Decca 
VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson)  ............. ee ae eee Vic Damone ......6, .Mercury 
re Perry Como ...isccicscs. Victor 
I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN'T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick) DOris DAY. .v6cc00s . Columbia 
HOOP-DEE-DOO (16) (Morris) .......... Peng Eset ok ah | Perry COMO. oc. ss. ene. Victor : 
| Kay Starr seseeees Capitol 
BEWITCHED (17) (Chappell) .............. OF es Oe eee COUEING, «060050 SNe ; 
, "7 Bill Sneder oen00s Eee 
NOLA (Sam Fox) ; CvERUCeNUS He ee Fs Les Paut coves Capitol 
@ JUST SAY I LOVE HER (ARC), TUere CCK Che eee eT oe Jonnny Desmond........M-G-M 
3 I'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (Famous) ........ ee or ae ee Dean Martin .Capitol 
+ , : 
$ (Figures in parentheses wmdicate number of weeks song has been m the Top 10) o 
' + 


“Way Marie” for 
Bradshaw 
King 

side in 


Signature : 
is on “Butterfly” 
Jan Garber has a 
“I Still Miss You” 
Ray Bloch essays 
instrumentation in 
(Signature) . . 
Still another good evt of “Beloved 
Be Faithful” by Snooky Lanson and 
Eve Young for London .. . Randy 
Brooks orch has a couple of l's- 
tenable sides in ‘Holiday Foreve:” 
“More Than You Know” 
(Decca). 
Standout 


some fancy 


folk, western, jazz, 
Martha Davis, 
Blues” (Decca) .. . Jimmy 
Dickens, “When That Love Bug 
Bites You” (Columbia). Arthur 
Crudup, “Hand Me Down My W"':- 
ing Cane” (Victor) . .. Lois "> 
sell, “Going On With Jesus” (* 

cury) .. . Margie Anderson, “ ‘'s 
Time You Cried” (Columbia)... Mr. 
Goon-Bones-Barney Lantz, ‘Diesel 
Drag” (Mercury) . Eddy Arno!d, 
(Victor) .. 
Johnny Hicks, “I Thought I Was 
Home to Stay” (Columbia) . 
Riley Shepard, “Through the Val- 
ley of the Shadows” (London) .. . 
Page Cavanaurh Trio, “This Time 
the Dream's on Me” (Discovery? 


“Kitchen 


—- 
































__ Wednesday, September 20, 


1950 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 41 





NEW ‘BATTLE OF SPEEDS’ LOOM 





Film Cos. Near Decision on ASCAP 


Demands for Pix Performance Fees 





Negotiations between the Ameri- + 


can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and the major film 
companies over music performance 
fees are slated to come to an end 
one way or another in the next 
two weeks. If the parties fail to 
eome to terms with the pix com- 
panies over payment for perform- 
ance rights at the point of pro- 
auction, ASCAP will take the case 
before a Federal judge for settle- 
ment as provided under the anti- 
trust consent decree signed last 
March. ASCAP execs, however, 
are still confident they ean come 
to terms with the film companies 
directly. 

ASCAP'’s film committee has re- 
portedly met during the past week 
with execs of Metro, A celeste 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox and Co- 
lumbia. Complying with the de- 
cree, the Society’s committee has 
been meeting with the companies 
singly. ASCAP selected the first 
four companies as representing the 
top film majors with Columbia 
heading the minors. Strategy was 
dictated by the belief that an agree- 
ment with these studios would lead 
to a pattern which would serve 
for negotiations with the rest of 
the Hollywood producers. 

ASCAP is understood to be aim- 
ing for Hollywood to pay perform- 
ance fees that would total slightly 
under $1,500,000. This amount 
would approximately equal the pay- 
ments formerly made by exhibi- 
tors under the old seat tax into 


Real Problem 

The CBS-TV show, “This Is 
Show Business,” which  pre- 
sents performers on the pre- 
text that they have a prob- 
lem to go over with the show’s 
panel, may present one of its 
own staff with a real problem 
shortly. Singer Snookie Lan- 
son, who is featured on Lucky 
Strike’s “Hit Parade,” also 
spiels and sings Lucky’s pro- 
duction-styled commercials on 
“Show Business.” 

On an ordinary show, a sing- 
er is generally allowed to sing 
songs he’s recorded. On the 
“Hit Parade,” -however, Lan- 
son, who records for London, 
must sing the program’s com- 
pilation of the top 10 tunes 
of the week. So Lanson is try- 
ing to step out of his commer- 
cial-spieler role on “Show 
Business” to present his prob- 
lem to the show’s panel. 


Majors Rush Peck’ 
On Report of Gun 
Jumping by Cap 


Major disk companies are rush- , 











ASCAP'’s exchequer. Latter pay- 
ments were definitely ruled out by 
the consent decree which upheld | 
Federal Judge Vincent Leibell’s | 
decision more than a year-and-a- | 
half ago. 


Irving Mills Huddles 
With MPPA on Setting 
Rates for TV-Pix Tunes 


Irving Mills, Mills Musie v.p., is 
in New York huddling with Music | 
Pubiishers Protective Assn, execs | 
in an effort to start publisher con- | 
ferences on setting a standard. 
royalty rate for video films. | 

With the number of indie pro- | 
ducers of vidpix increasing, Mills | 


feels a rate must be set soon. 
MPPA has been studying the prob- | 
lem, but has made no recommenda- | 
tions yet. Mifls and a number of 
oiher major publishers have al- | 
ready set contracts for use of their 
tunes in vidpix, but contracts bear 
a clause under which both parties 
agree to accept as final the rate 
set by the publishers. 

Mills will try, with the help of 
MPPA, to get publishers together | 
to discuss the question and to come | 
to some agreement. Once this is 
dlone, matter of licensing and 
collections will be turned over to 
Harry Fox, licensing agent for 
most major pubberies. Fox will | 
probably have a hand in prelimi- 
nary discussions, too. 

Broadeast Musie, Ine. has al-) 
ready set a statutory rate of two, 
cents per print per tune. The 
major ASCAP publishers and some 
BMI firms too, however, are hold- | 
Ing out for higher stakes. It’s said 
that the publishers want a royalty 
rate, plus an advance, if they can 
£cet it. Royalty would be a slice 
ol the grosses the vidpix bring. 

Mills has contracted for use of 
iis tunes to Louis Snader, indie 
vidpix producer, who is filming 
name talent for three-minute musi- 
cals. Royalty rate, once agreed 
upon, however, would presumably 
cover all types of vidpix. 








Spike Mines Oregon 


i the networks, 


/Coast disk jockeys and 


,Other diskeries, 
‘expressed their intention of observ- 


leased, 


jing pressings of their versions of | 


“A Bushell and a Peck,” from the 
| Frank Loesser score of “Guys and | 


| Dolls,” to radio stations and disk 
| jockeys, following reports that 
‘Capitol Records had jumped the 
Oct. 1 release date for the song. 
While the tune hasn't been heard | 
it’s reported that | 
Capitol has shipped its Margaret 
WhitingJimmy Wakely etching to} 
ceejays, radio stations and juke- | 
-_ operators. These reports 
brought two letters from ASCAP 
,this week to stations, forbidding 
them to play the tune till Oct. 1, 
‘and a warning from Edwin H. Mor- 
‘ris Co., publishers of the Loesser | 
| score, that any violation of the re- 
lease date would bring legal action. 
The legit musical opens in New 
York Nov. 9, and Morris set re- 
‘lease dates of Oct. 1 for “Bushel 
,and Peck” and the title tune, and 
‘Oct. 15 on the rest of the score. 
Following the Capitol action, Co- 
'‘lumbia Records ordered a pressing 


speedup and sent dubs to most 


stations. 
ordered stations and 
deejays to observe the release 
date, but it’s understood they add- 
ed that if the Capitol etching were 
played, they'd want theirs to be 
played too. 


Columbia 


Columbia side is by Doris Day. | 
Marty | 
| Melcher, sent out deejay platters 


It’s said that her manager, 


upon hearing of the Capitol move. 
meanwhile, have 


ing the release date, but emphasize | 
that if the Capitol etching is re-| 
they’l’ have no alternative 
but to release their own. 

RCA Victor has- recorded the 
tune with Betty Hutton and Perry 
Como; M-G-M with Johnny Des- 
mond: Mercury with Kitty Kallen 
and Richard Hayes. 


has recorded the original cast al- 
bum of the show. 


Rugolo’s Capitol Shift 


Pete Rugolo, Capitol Records 





eastern artists and repertoire staff- 
‘er, has been permanently assigned 


to the diskery’s Coast homeoffice. 
Walter Rivers, eastern a & r chief, | 
will handle all duties alone. 





Medford, Ore., Sept. 19. 
Spike Jones took $4.355 out of 
town last Thursday (14) with two_ 
evening performances at an open-— 
air arena, 
Zany bandleader, in on a $3,000. 


kuarantee against 65°; 
a Zz oc, grossed 


‘month ago on what was ostensibly 
a six-week visit to arrange for and 
‘record “tan Kenton. He then ex- 


‘pressed a desire to stay out there, 
!and Capitol execs consented. Ru- 
| golo, who handled most of the jazz 
sessions in the east, will continue 
;to do the same work on the Coast. 


Decca has the | 
Andrews Sisters on the song, and 


Rugolo left for the Coast over a. 


VICTOR EYEING 








Machine-Vended Disk Sales Mulled: 


LONG-PLAY 4 , 45 RPM's Seen Lending Selves to Idea 


With the old “battle of the 
| Speeds” passing into history, the 
|disk industry is currently being 
| shaken by reports that RCA Victor 
lis preparing to hit the roe 
with a long-playing 45 rpm disk ° 
the near future. While RCA execs 
deny the report, other disk execs 
foresee the mov. as Victor’s all-out 
attempt to refute the 33 rpm disk 
with its own speed system. If 
RCA takes the step to..ard a 45 
LP, it Will be linked up with the 
deep-going conflict between itself 
and Columbia wHich has been re- 
flected in the color television con- 
troversy, the talent raiding  be- 
tween the subsidiary networks and 
record companies and 
fag ese disk speed war. 

Revival of another speed war, 
‘ee the progress toward stabiliza- 
jtion in the last two months, is caus- 

ing some jitters among the smaller 
| disk companies who see themselves 
} being caught in the middle. While 
| Victor and Columbia have enough 
financial support from their par- 
ent companies to afford slugging 
it out in multi-million dollar pro- 
motions, smaller diskeries fear that 





the now | 





| before any new speed war is set-' 


tled, the market would be thrown 
into a turmoil with record-buying 
once again reduced to the low point 
of early 1949. 


| Development of the 45 LP, which | 


would be able to play lengthy long- 
hair compositions. or showtune 
scores without interruption, is’ also 
seen fitting into the widespread 
speculation about the re-establish- 


ment of a one-speed basis for the | 


|disk industry. The drawback of 


‘the 45's currently is their inability | 


to play more than five minutes con- 

| tinuously, but the manufacture of 
|a bigger disk could easily overcome 
| that difficulty. Columbia’s prior 
| attempt to establish its 33 rpm sys- 
tem as the one-speed basis failed 
under the weight of Victor's pro- 
|motional drive for the 45’s. 

Trade toppers believe that the 
| Sole remaining obstacle to Victor's 
irelease of a 45 LP is the problem 
|of phonograph equipment. Victor 
has made a tremendous drive for 
its 45 rpm player, which is con- 
structed to handle the seven-inch 
disk only. The task of getting the 
publie to invest anew in machines 
|that could handle varied 45 rpm 
disk sizes, is seen as far more 
formidable than putting over 45s in 
the first place. 


Col Met Exclusivity No 
Aid on ‘Fledermaus’ Disk; 
Victor to Beat Market 


Another phonograph recording 
hassle has the Metropolitan Opera 
Assn.’s forthcoming production of 
“Die Fledermaus” (“The Bat”) in 


the middle between RCA Victor 
!and Columbia Records. While the 
| latter has exclusivity with the Met, 
| doing its disking direct from the 
, opera house stage, Victor will beat 
the market with an album of the 
| Johann Strauss operetta, conduct- 
/ ed by Fritz Reiner, who is an ex- 
elusive RCA artist, although he is 
also the foremost maestro at the 
Met. By the same token, the ma- 
jority of topflight Met artists are 
also under RCA Victor recording 
contracts. such as Rise Stevens, 
Patrice Munsel, Jan Peerce, etc.., 
who are slated for “Fledermaus.” 

Columbia, while having Met ex- 
clusivity, thus won’t be able to use 
the Met ‘‘Fledermaus” cast for its 
album. However, Ljuba Welitch 
'and Dorothy Kirsten, who will al- 
ternate in the lead role, are Co- 
lumbia artists, so Columbia will 
|have an equally strong album 
| draw. 

Howard Dietz, ad-pub veepee of 
Loew’s, Inc., who wrote a fresh set 
| of lyrics for the new production of 

“Fledermaus” at the Met, will 
have his libretto sung at the the- 
atre, but not on Victor’s 
It will be used on the Columbia al- 
bum. 


| 











| 





sanction Victor’s usage of Dietz’s jockey 


\ \Continued on page 44) 





album. | 





- Taking to Law 

Because of a multitude of 
lawsuits that have ‘accom- 
panied Howie Richmond's 
brace of hits in the year since 
he went into the publishing 
business, Richmond has en- 
rolled for a course in copy- 
right law at New York. Rich- 
mond will study music and 
literary copyright law eve- 
nings. 

Publisher 
lawsuit by Mills 
the copyright of “Tzena, 
Tzena, Tzena,” and is con- 
templating filing a counter- 
suit. He also has filed an in- 
fringement suit against Ed- 
wards Music over the latter's 
distribution of copies of a 
song called “Irene (Goodnight 
Irene)” which Edwards claims 
is different from Richmond’s 
‘Goodnight Irene.” While 
Richmond’s legal affairs are 
in the hands of music attor- 
ney Bernie Miller, Richmond 
feels he may as well know 
what’s going on. 


has run into a 
Music over 








IN3/Ab Anti-Trust 


Early establishment of 45 rpm 
disks as the standard for pop tunes 
;}and short longhair selections is 
|cuing ideas among industry execs 
| for utilizing the 45s’ smallness and 
|unbreakability in new marketing. 
ichannels. A proposal already be-" 
jing considered by several top com- 
panies calls for sale of the 45s 
{through vending machines in the 
| Same manner as now used for cigar- 
'ets, nylon stockings, etc. 
| Sale of disks via automatic dis- 
|pensers involves some _ weighty 
i problems, but none which couldn't 
|be solved in a short time, accord- 
iing to the idea’s proponents. Ini- 
| tial and major obstacle is the chal- 
| lenge of retail disk stores toward 
;such a proposal. It’s contended, 
| however, that sale of a limited 
|number of hit disks would repre- 
}sent a plis business for the trade 
which would not cut into the cor- 
iner stores’ take materially. Disk- 
| buyers who want to shop for their 
‘merchandise would still patronize 
music stores. 
| Problem for price for the ma- 
'chine-vended disks also remains to 
'be licked. With prices now set at 
|79¢e for pop disks, it’s pointed out 
that the companies may have to 
'absorb the 4c tax in.order to get 
|at a round figure. Strong possi- 
| bility exists that if the machines 
| are introduced, the companies 


| would reduce their prices to 50¢ 
for easier operation. Mass sale& 
ui 1 @ S. - disks would make up the differ- 


ce in the profit margin on the 
individual platter. 


By 4 Publishers 


anti-trust action 


A multiple 
against Broadcast 


charging the licensing firm 
combination and conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade, was filed last week 
federal court by 
BMI publishers and the estate of a 
Complaint asks a total of 
00 in treble damages. 

Four plaintiffs are Joseph Nuc- 
cio, head of Crestwood Music; 
Perry Alexander, of Perry Alex- 
ander Music; Clement Tamraz, who | 
owns a BMI firm; 


m ms. ©. 


fourth. 
$193,5 


Selection of the 
disks for 
machines would be 
now chosen for 


Music,  Ince., 
play 


with 


Numbers for 
by Herman Starr, he 
ner group; 
of Music 
Assn.; 


three | 


| chines. 
; Vending machine 
and Beatrice 


top 20 or 25 


display in the vending 


made on the 


“same basis as pop sheet music is 
“the rack,” 
counter operated by Music 
Dealers Service which distributes 
the best-selling hits of all pubs. 
“the rack” are chosen 


a dis- 


ad of the War- 


Walter Douglas, prexy 
Pubishers 
and Larry Richmond, head 
of MDS. A similar setup would be 
|instituted for the disk vending ma- 


Protective 


idea is also 


gaining favor among music pubs 


Reynolds, administritor of the es- as a possible new outlet foi sheet 


tate of the late Robert Reynolds, | 
another BMI publisher. 

Action charges BME with com- | 
bination and conspiracy with radio | 
stations, recording companies, art- 
ists and affiliated publishers, to 
favor and exploit the songs of cer- 
tain BMI affiliates to the detriment | 


the com- | Rise Seen Not Likely 


of the plaintiffs. 


BMI, 


‘It has already been 
in the 
boosting copy sales, 


music to supplement “the rack.” 


touched upon 


industrywide meetings on 





plaint charges, has combined un- 


lawfully with others 
of trade and commerce, fixed prices 
and stifled competition and created | 


a monopoly.” 


Complaint charges BMI failed to 
justly compensate the 
set up a fair or accurate logging 
or distribute the songs of | 
the plaintiffs, but “destroyed same 
or sold them for waste or junk. 

BMI, in confederation with pub- 
companies, 
and artists, allegedly gained con- 
trol of a small group of music 
companies, whose songs are given 
preference to the detriment of the 
plaintiff, the complaint states. In| 
furtherance “of its plan to create 
a trust and monopoly,” 
“excluded the piain- 
tiff'and other affiliated publishers | 
from the right to obtain money 
or monies for their songs or musi- 
cal compositions sung or 


system, 


lishing 


ed, BMI has 


on television.” 
Through 


firms, 


its financial 
tions with major recording and 
transcription companies, the com- 
plaint charges, BMI is able to get 
records made on songs of favored 
while plaintiffs are unable 
to get records except under “ex- 
cessive prohibitive or unconscion- 
able arrangements.” 


“in restraint 


To Jack Up 


Retail 


plaintiffs, | 


broadcasters 
‘ |day (Tues.) 


‘could absorb the pri 
is 2c per pound, 
tion in retail record 


it is charg-' 1} pb. present suppl 


levels even after 


Played ctocks run out. 


record prices 
likely to be raised as the resut of 
a 6% rise in the price of Vinylite 
|resins announced this week by the 
Bakelite Division of Union Car- 
mA | bide and Carbon Corp., major sup- 
| plier of the basic disk ...w material. 
|Major diskery officials said yester- 
they believed they 


‘Vinylite Resin Price 


Disk Costs 


are not 


ce rise, which 


withcut a reflec- 


prices. 


Majors have on hand large stocks 
of Vinylite, and have maintained 
these stocks since introduction of 


ies will carry 


ithe diskeries for about six months. 
The diskeries consider themselves 
in a position to retain present price 


their present 


Price rise of the Vinylite is from 


connec- 


to Bakelite, prices 


portionate increases. 


34c to 36c per pound. According 


for Vinyiiie 


resin compounds will reflect pro- 








Batoneer Into Jock 
San Antonio, Sept. 19. 
Jimmy Campbell, former Kansas 
City orch leader, now known as 
Met management will not Jimmy Bell, is doing a nightly dis's sidiary 
stint for dancers at the 
i Shadewland Nite Club here. 


! an office in London, 
| Jack Mills disclosed 
yesterday (Tues.) 

New branch will 


will be 


jing field. 


Mills Opens London Office 


Mills Music, as part of an over- 
| seas expansion plan, has opened 


company prez 
in New York 


be known as 


‘Mills Music, Ltd. Heading the sub- 
Harry Ralton, 
prominent in the British publish- 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





VET BANDLEADERS LAYING OFF 





Band Bookings Hypoed at Anny, 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Band bookings among Army 

amps and Air Force bases — 
the past 
ually jumped into prominence 
again, harking back to the 1941- 
1946 era. according to several Chi | 
booking offices. 

With the advent of selective 
<ervice, five new regional induc- 
tion centers have kicked off, 
of whom, 
in the process of launching 
band entertainment program 
the inductees, utilizing for 
most part name units. Fort Knox; 
Fort Riley, Kan.; Fort Ord, Cal.; 
Fort Dix, and Fort Jackson, S. C.., 
are all reportedly in the prep and 
correspondence stages. 

Meanwhile, the more permanent 
air force bases, whose NCO, En- | 
listed Men’s, 
are weekly band subscribers, are 
in full swing, asking for name 
units on an average 
month. Although 
run fairly steady for the past few 
vears, the perennials, Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill, Barkesdale 
Field, Shreveport, Carswell AF 
Base. Fort Worth, and Scott Field 
in East St. Louis, Tll., have shown 


+ 


few months have grad-| 


al] | next month, 
according to bookers, are | three 
a full | Beecham and the orch since the | 
for | Maestro’s switchover from RCA} 
the | Victor: 





Col Pegs LP Releases 
On Beecham’s U.S. Tour 


Columbia Records is tying in 
with the first visit of the Roval | 
Philharmonic Orchestra under Sir | 
Thomas Beecham to North America 
with the release of 
long-play disks made by 


Numbers include’ the 


| “Jupiter” and “Prague” symphonies 


| Delius, 


and Airman’s Clubs | 


4 Puerto Rican 


of twice a| 
bookings have} 


| by Mozart; and works by Bizet, 
Von Suppe, Strauss and 
Nicolai. 

During his visit here, Beecham 
will play 51 concerts. 





Locals Join AFM 


Four Puerto Rican musician lo- | 
cals voted last week to affiliate 


with the American Federation of 
Musicians, following AFM presi- 


|dent James C. Petrillo’s invitation | 


| tory three weeks ago. 


marked increase since the out- 
break of Korean hostilities. The 
same rise, point out the bookers, 
ean be traced among the other! 
steady subscribers, Fort Warren, 
Wvo.; Fort Sill, Okla., and Fort | 
Riley. 

Army installations around San! 


Antonio are 


few months. 
which make up the installation 
customarily buy for a week, then 
alternate the group nightly among | 
the separate camps. 

Payment of all bands, according | 
to the bookers, is met through | 
profits from camp post exchanges 
whose setup 
basis which 


pointed out as having! resented in the AFM. Others 
hooked name bands for the past! Alaska and Hawaii. Union also orl 
The seven camps} locals in Canada. 


| 


»| While there is little employment for 
is reportedly on a) 
demands the profits | 


be spent within a given period for | 


entertainment or, if not, turned 
back to the camp. 


son, it 


|fer the same circumstances. An 
For this rea- | 
is made clear, the camps | 


can afford to pay name band rates | 
at close to $200 more than regu- | 


lar promoters are said to lay out. | 


This, in turn, can. be explained by 
the 60° guarantee for which the 
bands contract with the niteries. 
Presently, the bands are playing 


for $1,250 to $1,500 a night, slight- | 


ly less than for school dates. 


Howard, Washington 
Get Ballyhoo Buildup 
For Mercury Records. 





Mercury Records is planning a Tol Garner, 


promotional push to develop as |, 
“ ersonalities” two of its most con- 
Sisient sellers in separate fields, 
Eddy Howard and Dinah Washing- | 
ton. Henceforth, under the disk- | 
ery’s plans, Howard will record 
With a studio band, while retaining | 
his own sidemen for road dates. 
He'll also have a chorus on most | 
sides. Mercury has already cut a 
number 
der the new setup. 

Under its promotion deal, Mer- 
cury will guarantee a certain num- | 
ber of records sold to jukebox op- | 
erators and to dealers. Fact that 


lloward lately hasn’t been selling , 
too well is prime factor in the new | 


push. Another factor in the push 
1S that the diskery, using a studio 
band and chorus, will be able 
use Outside arrangements, whereas 
\ ten recording the road band, the 


u Ny regular arrangements were | 
usec 





° 


Williams Band Switches 


/eut by Stan Freeman, 
Teddy Wilson, Cy 
| Miller, 
i“‘Fatha” Hines. 


of sides with Howard un- 


° 


| west, broke the attendance record 
| Sept. 
! Arcadia, Ia., 


to do so on his visit to the terri- 
Total a) 
| bership of the locals is 1,200. 
Move makes Puerto Rico the! 
, third American territory to be rep- | 


Petrillo’s invitation is surprising | 
in one sense. AFM president has | 
in the past rebuffed Cuban musi- 
‘cians’ overtures to affiliate, on the 
grounds that Cubans could reap | 
benefits by coming to America, 


American musicians in Cuba. Su- 
perficially, at least, the Puerto 
Rican situation would seem to of- 


AFM spokesman, however, pointed | 
out that Puerto Rico is a territory, | 
and it is the AFM’s purpose to in- 
clude all U. S. citizens in its rolls. 


| 





e BUSHKIN TEES OFF 


COL PIANO SERIES 


Joe Bushkin will be leadoff man | 
in Columbia Records’ long-playing 
series for which Mitch Miller, Col’s | 
| artists and repertory chief, has 
| sewed up 14 top keyboard artists. 
'Bushkin set is slated for Oct. 1 re- 
lease with additional LP’s by Er- | 
Ralph Sutton, Walter 
Gross and ‘Dardanelle also set for 
later in October. 

Additional sets in the series will 
be issued at the rate of two a 
‘month. Disks have already been | 
Jess Stacy, 
Walters, Ma. | 
Eddie Heywood and Ear] | 
Each pianist was | 
‘signed for a one-year term with an | 
option for an additional year. 

Bushkin, meantime, is currently | 


auditioning femme vocalists for his 


|new jazz string orch. New band 
‘will open at Cafe Society, N. Y., 

Oct 12 and will be used on Colum- 
bia waxing dates. 





Welk Boff on One-Niter; 


Record Draw in lowa 


Lawrence Welk orch, currently | 
on one-nighters through the mid- 


13 at the Legion ballroom, 
drawing 2,018 persons 


To MCA From Glaser at $1.50 each for a total net gross 


The Gene Williams band has 
Switched from Joe Glaser’s ASSO- | 
ated Booking Corp. 


to Music | | with $1, 816. 


of $3,027. Welk, in on a $1,500 
| guarantee against 60°, walked off 
Previous record was 


Corp. of America. The Glaser of-|held by Sammy Kaye, with 1,804 


fice had 
\ithout a contract and had set him 


“p at Glen Island Casino, New! one-nighters preliminary ta open- dle as Chappell Coast topper. 
Rochelle, and Frank Dailey's Mead- | ing at the Capitol theatre, New , Carroll, who does vocal coaching 


ow brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


been booking Williams | attendance. 


Welk is working his way east on | 


York, in mid-October, 


{tions with which they can get con- 


‘ported that Gene Krupa and Woody 


' ago, 


jing enough—when they are willing 


| And they 


- | LAINE SUED FOR $25, 000 


‘charges that the plaintiff in the} 
'early 1940’s wrote a lyric to a tune | 
‘composed by Laine, 


‘share in the profits on a 50-50 basise| 


charges. 


| latter was also at fault fo. 








|- NITER RI FRING McCann Stepping Out.as 802 Prez; 
Air Bases as in Lush 1941-45 Era FS ‘VACATIONS’ Suber Seen Strong Aid to Blue Ticket 





Increasing shrinkage of the num- 
ber of locations and theatres using 
name bands is causing a group of 
top bandleaders to lay off for af 
while or to form small combina- | 


Three Top Bands in Hefty 
Takes at Toronto Exhib 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 

With three top bands in at the 
Canadian National Exhibition here 
at $3 a couple, Guy Lombardo 
| grossed a hefty $40,000 for eight 
nights, but Tommy Dorsey turned 
te! them away for a three-night en- 
it's re-| gagement for a terrific $18,000. 


'Y | Duke Ellington did a satisfactory 
Herman are about to break up their | $12,000 on three nights. 


big bands. And Ray McKinley,| Alternating was Stanley St. 
Who disbanded a coupie of months | John, darling of the dowagers and 
is due to make a decision in| the campus crowd here, who has 
a few days on whether to return) his own society following. 
to the big band business. : 

Principal factor is the paucity | 


of cation Jobim wc tee 2°: Decca Dixieland 
Album Cleared 


the theatres and spots aren’t pay- 
Hollywood, Sept. 


Decca will release an 
|'faced album of Dixieland etched 
by Gene Norman and Frank Bull, 


cert, nitery or theatre dates. 

4 P P 

Within the past couple of weeks, 
Tommy Dorsey and Carmen Caval- 
laro have declared their intention 
of laying off. . In addition, 





to book in a band—the name units 
have been forced to hit the road 
on long strings of one-nighters. 
readily admit they’re 
tired. 

Dorsey’s explanation for his lay- 
off, as reported by Irving Chazar, 
head of Dorsey’s New York office, 





, Kid Ory, Red Nichols, Pete Daily, 
| the Firehouse Five Plus Two and 
others. 

Decca had expected some diffi- 
|culty getting clearance from Capi- 
tol for which Daily records, since 


(Continued on page 50) 





ON SONG CREDIT CLAIM 


A $25,000 suit against singer) 
Frankie Laine came to light in 
N. Y. supreme court last 
Claim filed by Arnold R. Freeman | 


|year for a Damon Runyon Cancer 
| Fund album by refusing clearance 
on Lionel Hampton, whose bit in 
week. ‘the middle of a few records 
couldn’t be nipped. However, 


in the Dixieland Album although 
it will reap no compensation. Nor- 
;man and Bull paid for the original 
/sound-tracking charges but Decca 
laid out the scale recording coin 
ia - : required by the musicians unions, 
Number, “It Only Happens Once,” | amounting to $2,500 for 60 men. 
'was published by Bregman-Vocco-| Decca will have to get this coin 
‘Conn without his knowledge, Free- | 
,man charges. BVC sheet music 0n | start collecting their 4% royalties. 


with the un-| 


derstanding that both were to 





+ 


| 


| exec 


a, 


| local, 


|is that he needs a rest. Cavallaro | lh ; 
offers the same explanation. Gen- , Promoters of the “Dixieland Jubi- | 
eral feeling is: “t's not worth the | lee” he re las st year and featuring 


| respectively. 


Richard Mc Cdnn is stepping out 
as prexy of New York Local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
when his present term expires at 
the end of this year. McCann's 
resignation was accepted Monday 
night (18) at a caucus meeting of 
the administration Blue ticket 
which is prepping for a bitter 
election campaign prior tg voting 
for officers in December. 

The Blue ticket slate was drawn 
up with Sam _ Suber, currently 
vice-prexy, designated for the 
presidential post. Jack Downey, 
member of. the exee board, was 
named for the vice-prexy spot, 
while Charles R. Iucci and Jack 
Stein will run for reelection for 
the secretary and treasurer spots 
Two nominees for the 
board will be named, by the 
Blue ticket at a future meeting. 

Naming of Suber as standard- 
bearer for the Blue forces will 
considerably reinforce the chances 
of the administration in the elec- 
tion. Suber’s popularity among the 
Local 802 membership is seen as 
countering in large measure the 
heavy attacks made against the 
incumbents by the opposition 
Unity ticket headed by William 
Feinberg. former secretary of- the 
who re-entered union poll- 
tics at the beginning of the sum- 
mer. 

McCann is going into retire- 
ment. He had been an officer of 
Local 802 since 1935 and has been 


, serving as prexy since the death 


of Jack Rosenberg in 1946. Mc- 


, Cann was regularly elected to the 


Decca nipped the Capitol plan last | 


| Capitol agreed to let Daily remain | « 


| Local 802’s 


prexy post in the 1948 election. 
Feinberg, meantime, wasted ~~ 
time to peg additional slashing 
criticisms at the administration’s 
record on MecCann’s_ stepdown. 
Charging that McCann was 
dumped,” Feinberg declared that 
the nomination of Suber in Me- 
Cann’s place was further proof of 
“inefficient” operation 


| over the past couple of vears. He 


| said that the McCann 


“deposition” 
was an admission of its own weak- 


| ness on the part of the administra- 


back before Norman and Bull | 


the song, copyrighted in 1942, cred-| Meanwhile, AFM Local 47 rep | 
its Laine with words and music.) ppj] Fischer clamped down on. 
Freeman also claims he never re-| promiscuous reeordings of jazz 
ceived any money from Laine and | cecsions, decreeing future etch- 


is asking for an accounting. ‘ings will have to be paid for as 
According to Laine’s lawyer, part of a concert. AFM rep feels 
Jack Katz, the singer denies all’ that musicians deserve compensa- 
ition for work and shouldn't be! 
| forced to gamble with promoters 
on possible future sale of disks. 





Salary Deal Brings Fines avere, Castle Jazz Band, Bob 
To Pubber, Contactman Crosby and an all- star aggregation 


‘consisting of Muggsy Spanier, Bud 
Publisher Johnny Marks and Freeman, Zutty Singleton and 


contactman Wally Schuster were Brad Gowans. 
poth fined $100 at a special Music | 


Publishers | Conta ct Teas, (RICHMOND'S 3D FIRM 
'(14). Both had requested the meet TO AVOID ‘BUNCHING’ 


'to be held, to iron our a disagree- 
|;ment revolving around a_ salary | What is probably the last word 
deal which had been worked out be- | in publishers’ practice of forming 
itween the two when Schuster was | separate subsidiaries to avoid 
employed by Marks as contactman bunching plug tunes under the 
for his firm, St. Nicholas Music. 
Decision handed down found, week when Howie Richmond an- 
Marks in violation of his contract nounced his intention of forming 
with the union because’ he had a third firm. Richmond, who is 
| failed to pay Schuster a salary for | currently working on two tunes. 
/a period of a few months, while the ‘one in his Cromwell catalog and 
having! the other in Spencer Music, is 
“prepping a campaign on a third 





worked for less than the stipulated 


union minimum wage of $75 a song, so he’ll form a new firm in 
week. Both were present at the, which to place it. ; 
meet, New company, Warwick Music, 


lwill plug Richmond's latest novel* 
ty, “Molasses, Molasses.” which is 
| being cut by most of the maiors. 
, Cromwell is plugging his other 
new song. “Everybody Clap Hands,” 
while Spencer’s plug is “Cross My 
Heart. I Love You.” 
applying for ASCAP membership 
for Warwick. 

Move was unintentionally timed 





Chappell Coast Shakeup 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Stan Stanley, new general pro- 
fessional manager for Chappell, 
trekked back east after a flying 
trip to the Coast to shake up the 
local office. Allan Ross and Sid 
Gould were pink-slipped during with Richmond's first anniversary 
Stanley’s visit, with Jose Granson, as an_ indie publisher, Sept. 29. 
former Coast chief for Shapiro- Warwick will be his second ASCAP 


' Bernstein, hired to replace Ross. firm—Cromwell is the other— 
Joe Nadell remains in the sad- while Spencer is BMI. As a result 
Jack of formation of his third firm, 


, Richmond is tagging himself “The 
‘as well as tune touting, also sticks.’ Little Three. 


| 
| 
: 


Among those etched were Charlie | 


‘show 


tion. © 





Caritol Prepping Big 
Camnaion for Sumac 
Peruvian Sono Album 


Canitol Records is »vrepping a 
hig promotioral campaign on its 
first release of son’s by Peruvian 
sovrano Yma Sumae, an album 
called “Songs of Xtabay.” Singer, 
who scored e> Eddie Cantor’s TV 
(10) and at a previous Hol- 
.lywood Bow! concert, has been un- 
der contract to Capitol for two 


| years. 


| folksongs and 


Album is a coliection of Peruvian 
hymns. When the 


'diskery’s eastern ariists and reper- 


‘toire chief, Walter Rivers, 


signed 
the singer two years ago, he 
couldn’t find th» material for her 
to record. Collection of songs in 
\the album has been amassed with- 
‘in the past two years by the sing- 


,er’s husband. 


same firm name was reached this— 


‘number of top 


Rivers is personally going out 
with the album to play it for a 
eastern dealers, 
Over the weekend he visited deal- 
ers in the New York area. Album, 
incidentally, was rushed out to co- 
incide with publicity the singer is 


' getting. 


Richmond is | 


,En Rose” 





Satchmo Cuts Counle 
Disks Prior to Touring 


Before leaving New York last 
week on a series of one-niters, 
Louis Armstrong continued his 
marathon of Decca sescions with 
two new vocal sides. Disk was cut 
under direction of Sy Oliver, who 
accompanied Satchmo on “La Vie 


and “C'est Si Bon,” the 
jazzman’s biggest reco: ‘ds in more 
than 10 vears. 
Armstrong cut “That's What the 
Man Said” and “Sit Down,” latter 
from Frank Loesser’s show, “Guys 
and Dolls.” Both are modern 


‘ spiritual-type numbers, 


\ 
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RW Logging System 


Week of September 8-14, 1950 

Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. | 
ances lists tunes in the survey based on four inajor network schedules. | 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial matrumental, 4 for. 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the * major territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three 
territories counts 12, Addded to these totals 's the listener ratings of 
commercial shows. The two groups of songs are alpnabetically listed. 

First Group 


Songs Publishers 
All My Love TERR id he OO ee ee Cee ee ee Mills 
Cen ANSON BRPIRG ike ceca c ci icveccescadeacsevasesegs Valando 
ere ee Ee I ok is cc dd spe adesncds os enas dee @ big bray Remick 
Cherry Stones Pe er te Ge ee eae ee oe Ee ee rte Robbins 
Daddy’s Little Boy a AOR A SEED eee aA OPA A iy Beacon 
Dream a Little Dream Of ME .....cccccsccccsccccess Words-Music 
Friendly Star—7"“Summer Stock” Feist 
Goodnight Irene Spencer 
ee er eer rr rere een ree ete. Tt Chappell 
Honestly I Love YOu ........cccseccccccrscreescssescccens Shapiro 
I Cross My Fingers .. Pee ia acta en bine areola United 
I Didn’t Slip, 1 Wasn't Pushed, [2 BERRI Re core are eee gr Remick 
I Don’t Care If the Sun Don't Shine .............. ‘ Famous 
You Were Biv ‘Gi kl wee eee cae ele twee Duchess 
I'll Always Love You—i"My Friend Irma Goes West”........ Famous 
Oe oa ire a area ei arararer Shapiro 
Re UND sb oink'n ko 05s be wele ho aS OY CURED DOS 6 2 Oe OE Supreme 
eee ee Ee ho Sed cs PeOos bo CRATES TENS Ce Se ea wahe Harms 
Og i IS Gy a errr are ee wer ar ae ee ete Robbins 
Life Is So Peculiar—*“Mr. Music” Burke-VH 
ES a rae een keris eae Paramount 
Patt Re Oban TE RPOe Atte WOPLGS  oicicc:s sieeve eso 000 4 O00 Crawford 
Our Very Own—t"Our Very Own” ....ccccccccvccccvccecce: Spitzer 
Play a Simple Melody .......-cscccweccccccsvccceccsccvenes Berlin 
Sam’s Song eee er ee eee ere ee eee ee Weiss 
Sometime PA ee EOE hh eile a FES O24 eee eee Witmark 
Thmking of You—T"Three Little WOrdgs” ic .ceccececcoedss Remick 
ee PR I ey ok pl Kh OS SPO N OO eH EO Cromwell 


| yearly 
| honor of the founder 


Why Fight the Feeling—7*"Let’s Dance’”’ Paramount 
You Wonderful You—fSummer Stock” ......... 0.0005. Miller 
Second Group 
A Little Bit Independent ............. BVC 
Yl BIPCAGU Uy SO US oi. ko iiss acceso vicrrcresistecvens Bourne | 
Dewuenen — isvrsbosesesers eae Se eye ey Ieee ee Chappell 
ETA SUTRRRIIN, RUMI TEE <g gd 5.074: 0's. 6.456. 6 & Rietbncele Fbid 6H Sb.0 s F.O-940)9 B58 Mutual 
os eS i Sere Ee eeerenr ier e rr ene an er rere rey oor ... Leeds 
Cincinnati Dancing al A ae ee eee eee ee ee cn ee ae Old Hickory 
CE EE UE ebb Seed 3.69 6.666 e CORED BE Paxton 
Boemet Weeek Giemeeie Way... cic ccc c cc cceseccerecesses .. Life 
Darn It Baby That’s Love—*“Tickets Please” .......ccceee. Chappell 
Golden Saiis ea OEY RIEIOTIN TES Dies he Mee Goday 
High On the List—** ga) e.g nD ee aa ete ye Ane Se aE, ar Burke-VH 
_Home Cookin’—-t“Fancy Pants” .......cceeeeeeeveees : Famous 
meee Dee DOO i sccm ewccvcnccncceesccnecees Morris 
Seen € POW WG TINE TC WAS oc vnc eb aievnseeccvecces Chappell 
TD DR PPT TERT e TCC Ce TET Tee Tee ABC 
ee EE ee Cae eee Cee RTT CL ee Peer 
No Other Love SET Sy ee Te TET CETTE CO TTT ETT Disney 
Sweetest Words I Know ry tre es SE ee ae Life 
There Will Never Be Another You POE OO ey Eire eee Morris 
Sg gg uaece 6s 605 604089 CRED EROS REDD RDEE ES HA Life 





t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


/cal disk jockey of the 


Top Songs on TV. 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Sept. 8-14 

(Basea on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 


Po Chappell 
Enjoy Yourself ....... Morris 
5S DIGRE. BUD ccs 5 0256 Remick 
Mona Laee .. . <3 Paramount 


Sam’s Song 
5 Top Standards 


Dp, + » & eee eee Southern 
Mama Inez ...... E. B. Marks 
oo Oya re Famous 
Ol’ Man River ..T. B. Harms 


Robert E. Lee ..Alfred-Harris 








Old-Time Edison Stars 
‘Remember When’ At 
Annual Disker Shindig 


By JIM WALSH 


In a genuine gesture of loyalty 
to the old favorites, record collect- 
ors from the United States and 
Canada got together in the Elks 
Lodge, Hempstead, L.I., recently 
and threw a party for surviving 
old-time recording artists. 

Affair was staged under auspices 
of a non-profit organization, 
neer Recording Artists and Admir- 
ers, and was the fifth annual party 
of sort to be given. Custom of get- 
ting the pioneer makers of disks 
and cylinders together once a year 
was started by the late John H. 
Bieling, of Hempstead, top tenor of 
the Manhansett Quartet, first vocal 
group to make records. After Biel- 
ing’s death in 1948, collectors took 
over and agreed to underwrite a 
party, which is known in 
as John Biel- 
ing Day. 

Some 70 persons 
latest get-together, highlighted by 
a program of entertainment and 
personal reminiscences given by 
artists. Wally Butterworth, classi- 


attended the 


” 


Live” program on ABC, urged that 
the annual affair be developed on a 
larger scale and held in some place 
where all persons interested in 
both past and present recording 
stars could attend. Butterworth 
said he believed disk companies 


would be glad to cooperate in un- | 


derwriting annual program that 
would give them chance to trot out 
their present-day topliners, as well 


as the oldsters, who started the} 
record business off to what it is 
today. 

Spry 84-year-old Eugene Rose, 


oldest artist present, didn’t bring 
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| theatre tour of England since early July, 


[his flute along, but did talk a bit 
“Voices That | 


|made his 
|}and his last in 1942, came through | 


| Since his retirement, 
| by 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Metro film execs have sent a directive to all Loew’s theatre managers 
and Metro field flacks ordering them to pitch in publicity-wise on the 
Billy Eckstine-George Shearing concert tour. While the theatremen 
and flacks will help publicize the concerts, chief objective of the order 
is to ballyhoo M-G-M Records and the two artists as “M-G-M recording 
stars.” 

Directive asks that the flacks and managers publicize the concert 
appearances, cooperate with disk dealers in promoting the pair, and 
help arrange radio and video intérviews for the two. Point emphasized 


' will be that they record for the Loew’s, Inc., subsidiary. 





A Lorry Raine waxing of the Mills Music oldie, “Don’t Worry ’Bout 
Me,” on the now inactive Coast Records label, has fanned interest of 
Decca and M-G-M Records in the number. Former is releasing a new 
Artie Shaw arrangements of the ditty while M-G-M is reissuing a Sarah 
Vaughn treatment of the tune. Meanwhile, London is taking over the 
master which Coast originally pressed. Written by Ted Koehler and 
Rube Bloom, “Don’t Worry” was first spotted in the World’s Fair edi- 
tion of the “Cotton Club Parade” in 1939. 





Bing Crosby records, particularly his “Faith of Our Fathers,” are 
being used by a Catholic Mission Band in the Northampton, England, 
Diocese, to attract people to their market-place lectures, the National 
Catholic Council News Service reports. After Crosby’s platters are 
played over loudspeakers and a sufficient number of persons have gath- 
ered, the skimmers are switched off. The priests—seven in all—then 
explain Catholic teachings. Audiences upwards of 500 are reported in 
some small farming towns, NCENS states. 








Trio of Harold Arlen oldies are being reprise? in as many pix. Tune- 
smith’s “I’ve Got the World on a String” is in “I’ll Get By”: “Get 
Happy” was warbled by Judy Garland in “Summer Stock,” and Vivien 
Leigh will chant “Paper Moon” in “Streetcar Named Desire.” Arlen 
isn’t resting on his laurels, however. He is currently cleffing, and 
collaborating on the lyrics with Ralph Blaine, the score for ‘‘Friendly 
Island.” 





Hugo Winterhalter will be in competition with himself on the record 
Stalls this Yule season. Musical director, who recently shifted to RCA- 
Victor, has etched “Blue Christmas” for the holiday trade. His 1949 
version on the Columbia label, which sold about 100,000 copies, also 
will be on the market. Incidentally, there will be an even dozen vere 
sions of “Christmas” available this year, including a Billy Eckstine vere 
sion of the Billy Hayes-Jay Johnson hillbilly novelty on MGM label. 





The Deep River Boys are getting one of their songs released on RCA 
Victor the hard way. Vocal group, which has been on a concert and 
was signed shortly after iis 
arrival in Britain to an exclusive pact with His Master’s Voice, Victor's 
British subsidiary. Success of their HMV disk of “Ashes of Roses,” an 
English ballad, is cuing Victor to release the side in America this fall. 


+ 
v én 


‘Fledermaus’ 


Continued from page 41 














about the early days of recording. 
Rose made experimental cylinders | }} 
which Thomas A. Edison exhibited “""" 
at the Paris Exposition of 1889. 
Grace Spencer, first woman to re- 
cord under Edison’s personal su- 
pervision in 1897, also told of her 
recording career, which she gave 
up after her marriage. 

Billy Murray, top recording 
comedian of the old days who 
first recording in 1897 











libretto; instead, version by the 

| English lyricists, Ruth and Thowas 
Martin, will be waxed on Victor. 
The Martins’ adaptation was done 
on the British Broadcasting Corp. 
but is not published in the U. S., 
whereas Boosey & Hawkes is pub- 
lishing Dietz’s version. 

“Die Fledermaus” doesn’t get its 
first Met production this season 
until Dee. 20, and since Columbia 
Recording cannot “officially” wax 
the Met until there is a first produc- 
| tion at the opera house, Victor will 
|have a big jump on the market. 
| Incidentally, “Fledermaus” is 
| slated for 17 performances or more, 
at various times, this season at the 


came through with “Infanta| Met—for an alltime record in U.S. 
March” and “Cocoanut Dance,” | opera. 

two of his old-time big sellers. Will pjetz receives a flat fee as re- 
strong after nearly 50 years before | royalty thereafter when it is re- 
the public, turned loose his top! prised on its road tours. 

notes on “Sunshine of Your) = 
Smile.” Walter Scanlan, produc- | 
tion manager at ABC, recalled the 
days when, as Walter Van Brunt, 
he was the favorite tenor of Edi- 
son and Victor Herbert. Irving 
Kaufman sang “Peg of My Heart” 
and told Yiddish stories in the vein 
of the Avon Comedy Four, with} 
which he used to sing. Fred Hager, 
first man to make a commercial 
violin record, and noted as a song- 
writer as well as conductor of early 
recording bands and_ orchestras, 
reminisced. Charles Harrison, top- 
drawer tenor of thirty years ago, 
didn’t sing but introduced his pu- 
pil, Charles Pinto, who came 


| 


through with Toselli’s ‘‘Serenade. | 


Edna White, foremost woman | 
trumpet player, showed her skill | 


first song he has sung 
accompanied 
Frank Banta on piano. Fred 
Van Eps, who made banjo records 
on brown wax cylinders when he 
was a kid in short pants in 1897, 


with the 








From M-G- M' s Smash Musical 


-“‘SUMMER STOCK”’ 


erring Judy Garland. and Gene Kelly, 











LEO FEIST, INC 











with “Carnival of Venice.” Elsie | America’s Next Big Ballad! 
Baker, famous contralto, told of 

her early experiences before the 44 

horn, when she made $800 in one 

month by free-lance recording for 


all the companies and thought she 
would soon be a millionaire. Har- 
vey Hindermeyer, concert tenor 
noted in radio’s swaddling clothes 
days as Goldy of “Goldy and Dus- 
ty,” sang, as did Arthur Hall, favor- 


MY LOVE” 


French Title "Bolero" 


ite tenor of the 1920's. There Widely Recorded— 
wasn’t a deep voice in the bunch— 
only tenors. § Program Now! 





Also present was another tenor, MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
John Young, who made _ gospel 


1619 Broadway New York 19 
hymn records in the old days as 
Harry Anthony. The Edison labor- | ; 














atory at West Orange, N. J., sent 
three representatives — Norman | 7HANK You 
Speiden, laboratory curator; Bill RICHARD HAYES, 


RAY BLOCH and Orchestra 
for an adorable interpretation 
of my Song For Sale (CBS) 


ADORABLE 


Hayes, Edison recording expert for 
many years, and Fred Rabenstein. 
Rabenstein’s presence had a pecu- 
liarly poignant appeal for many of eddie lindner 
the artists, because he used to (Performable under BMI License) 
write the Edison talent checks. | A 
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® RCA VICTOR Records 
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The Star of MGM's “THE TOAST OF NEW ORLEANS” 
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On the 


New York 


Songwriter Leroy Anderson cut 
his first eight sides as a bandleader 
for Decca last week ... Joe Mar- 
sala and a Dixieland unit opened 
this week at the Aquarium restau- 
rant, N. Y... . Sarah Vaughan 
plays her first date at the Fox- 
Michigan theatre, Detroit, for the 
week beginning Friday (23)... . 
Stan Stanley, Chappell professional 
manager, to the Coast and back 
last week ... Sam Lutz, of per- 























sonal management team of Gabbe, 
Lutz & Heller, left for the Coast} 
last week . . . Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn. attorney John Schulman 
addressed an American Bar Assn 
meeting in Washington on 
UNESCO and world copyright 
agreements over the weekend 

Nat “King” Cole extending his 
overseas stay for another week in 
Copenhagen, Sweden, Brussels and 
Paris. He returns end of October. 
_ . . Mel Torme booked into the 
Boulevard, Queens, Oct. 10... .| 
Nellie Lutcher leaves N. Y. Satur-| 
day (23) for a London Palladium | 
date Oct. 1 for two weeks, follow-| 
ing with a six weeks’ concert tour 
. .. Ken Kennedy orch opens at} 
the Sundown Club, Phoenix, this | 
week . Bill McCune’s orch} 
opens at Pelham Heath Inn Sept. | 
26... Al “Jazzbo” Collins, Salt} 
Lake City disk jockey, now operat- 
ing out of WNEW,N. Y.... Irwin | 
Kent orch winds four-month book- | 
ing at the Tavern-On-The-Green, | 
N. Y., and opens at the China Doll | 
nitery, N. Y., Sept. 28... Peggy) 
Lee and Dave Barbour open at the | 
Thunderbird in Las Vegas for two | 
weeks, Sept. 28... Victor Zem-| 
bruski, polka recording artist for | 
Remington, beginning 17th year 
over WATR, Waterbury, Conn. 


Chicago 
Campbell Music Co. has_shut- 
tered its Chi office. Ben Kantor 
was rep ... Ivory Joe Hunter, on 
one-night tour through the _ mid- 
west, kicked off in Battle Creek, 


Mich., last week and will windup | 


in Albuquerque, N. M., Nov. 4... 
Henry Busse orch slated to play 
oil convention in Odessa, Tex., Oct. 
19-21 . . . Shapiro-Bernstein music 
“rep Irwin Berke has taken a part 


























































































































VARIETY Wednesday, September 20, 1950 
weekend college dates in the mid- |, | SELLERS 
west. Orchster will commute from , t 
Coast by plane... Lionel Hampton : 
inked for Paradise theatre, Detroit, | 
Nov. 17 for a week. VARIETY 
Tower Records topper, Dick . - 2 
Bradley, back from New ober and Survey of retail sheet muste S » Es S$ 
confabs with London Records ,.. ales. based on reports obtained a s) 
Nov-elites cut four sides for Lon- | S ¢ di 0 Pp in 18 ett @ 2 gE | 2 ° 
don in. Omaha last week. They | from leading stores tn 12 cities & na;\e/e|@ = 
open at Club Lido, South Bend, and showing comparative sales ;/e lie FE Ss vi S r 
today (19) ... Al Morgan set for rating for this and last week. we | 2 is eolelflgs Se ee o 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, Oct. 12 2 ya ols ie r 5 a E als 
for a week... Art Van Damme 5 | g E elel|lcljsele a | 2 T 
group waxed four sides for Capi- nl Sizi3 é 8 +s = siZieia 
tol this week... Ken Griffin k E di i ~ = = be < OD 3 3 2 a 3 L 
planed in for huge Western Elec- . W sit 2b oer . -is aa ‘ 
tric annual shindig Metro- or ee n Ing a é o 2 | g | = g GQ} e/4 | a] p 
Tones inked for King Cole Room, ating aa E © |, leieialsjo (se | Slo 
Denver, Sept. 22... Tommy Reed Sept. 16 S | S| = | 3 | si/flislel¢ & 3 & : 
and Peewee Hunt open new name Thi l@ela@ | 8 | 8 | te Silai/fis; cle N 
-y at Forkeyville Night Cl s Last - | 2 lei eis iS i siais 
policy at Forkeyville Night Club, ie is 2 | ¥ ' celeilel$lsisiely 
Forkeyville, Ill, Sept. 19 for ten wk. wk. Title and Publisher 7 iO S | a mio . o | 2 = 2 2 is 
days, with Reed doing series of 2 : eae SS ee ee ee = | 98 
one-nighters until Oct. 29, when e. 2 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer).... 1 1 «8 1 21 6 2 8 103 
he comes into Aragon for four ) 1 “Mona Lisa” ===... it 2 3 LS ST —3—+ in 
weeks, = ne ———— 32 «(101 
RE Me Re To es tt ee. tt te @ 
Hol d Ce ee .. © . 2 5 5 4 551 
Oo lywooc a 7 “La Vie En Rose” (Harms)... sess 5 4 4 8 6 6 3 6 io 41 
Dave Cavanaugh’s Dixieland 6 8 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell) 4 .. 8 See 2 7 733 
Band opens at Paris Inn, San > 9 “All 1 Po. a 
Diego, Oct. 3 for four weeks, at m. All My Love” (Mills)..... ..... 3.6U7tCSCOS . =. ae 
$1,150 per frame... Frank DeVol 8 Dd _“Can Anyone Explain” (Laurel)... 6 .. 10... aa 4 i 7 27 
and orch set for weekend college 9 13 “Lady of Fatima” (Robbins)..... 8 10 5 5 5 
dates, starting Oct. 7, at UCLA, 5°" eee oe = 6 
San Diego State and San Fran- ___ 6  “Bonaparte’s Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) .. 6 4 3 6 25 
cisco U... Jan Garber opens Oct 11 10 “Count Every Star” (Paxton)..... 10 5 (.. S 4. oe oe ee ie oe 20 
10 at Trianon, Chicago, for four 12A 13 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell). ..... 6. 10 4 3 
five-day weeks at $2,750 per session Spree Tae +5. - exe ae 
... Leighton Noble orch, currently sie —— ye \wisney).......+. +. oo ss 6s. Ne cs ae 2 en Ee 13 
at Balinese Room, Galveston, at 14 Pa cer me WOON CVOINMED).. so os 9 5s 0a os on 4 us av te be © 
$2,500 per week, goes to the Stev- 15 .. “Cincinnati Danc’g Pig” (Richm’d) .............~-. 4 ; 
ens Hotel, Chicago, Oct. 3 to tee es en ee 
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off a firm 26-week stand Nov, 3 
at the same figure. | 


Jan Stewart, 24-year-old Houston | bd 
anip, nal ey emerald’ RaY Noble Setting 
Return to Dance 


weeks at the Hangover, Frisco, | 
Biz With 18 M 





Disney Pic Theme Turned 
Into Xmas Pop Tune 
Theme music from Walt Dis- 
ney’s nature short, “Beaver Val- 
ley,” has been turned into a popu- 
lar song—a Christmas-time, sleigh- 
ride affair. Tune is called “Jing- 
a-Ling, Jing-a-Ling” and has becn 


recorded by virtually all the ma- 
jors. 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Goodnight Irene”’ 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Goodnight Irene” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Goodnight Irene’”’ 
Best British Seller 





over the weekend and was held | 
n Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


over for another four frames, at | 
Back to the dance band business, | 


| $1,500 per stretch Frankie 

| Carle is talking a deal with Will 
for the first time in a decade, goes 
Ray Noble. English batoneer has 





Pittsburgh 





on the WBKB tele show, “Shirt- 
sleeve Serenade.” Plugger plays 
plugger ... Les Brown, currently 
on Bob Hope’s AM show, will play 











Two Hot Songs — Two Hot Records 


Cowan, producer of shorts at UI. 
. . . Louis Armstrong is set for a 
tour of the Pacific Northwest after 
| he winds a three-weeker at the 
| New Orleans Swing Club, Frisco, 
Bandleader Ben Boden has'|,, ; E ; 
| changed his name professionally to worked out . ae dance beat li- 
| Buddy Laine and takes his crew brary and will start touring in No- 
| into Chicago's Melody a Ball- vember with the 18-piece crew with | 
| room for arun... Soft Winds Trio | ,,1,;, a a 
opened Monday (18) at Carnival which he backstops the Edgar Ber- 


Oct. 21. 
Lounge for one week and will be | 5" alrer. 


| 
| 


| pact with two-year options, as a 





“Silver Dollar” 
Theme background to the short, 
written by Paul J. Smith, attracted 
| some attention, and Fred Raphael, 


LONDON INKS SNYDER T0 | head of music for Disney, assigned 
THREE-YEAR LUSH PACT) up with ‘the ‘Christmas ides. Diss 


Chicago, Sept. 19. |ney Music publishes. 


London Records has inked orch- —_ 
ster Bill Snyder to a three-year | ° 
For Christmas 























'climax to Snyder’s hit waxings of C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S 


and 


| SHOULDN'T LOVE 
YOU BUT | DO 


followed by Pete Rubino and his Prelude to the jaunt will be a 10-! «powite mw ‘tite Gi | 
Crackpot’s for two .°. . Baron El- | day stand, along with Bergen, at | sci gage AP po me 


liott’s orch signed again for Ameri-' the Pan Pacifi itori | Love. side 
€ Pacific Auditorium here,| was purchased from indie Tower | 


Buddy Hawkins & His Keynotes 
(SKYSCRAPER RECORDS) 


(He’s Half Shot Now) 


(M.G.M. RECORDS) 
KORN KOBBLERS 


OSTROW MUSIC PUB. CORP. 


can Legion’s annual Armistice Ball opening Oct. 20 as the entertain- 


THE MERRY 


Records, is a lush one, calling for | 


at William Penn Hotel Nov. 11... 
Virginia Kuhn, editor of the Pitts- 


ment lure for the Electrical Trades | 


~ 9 ar. | 
Exhibition. Show is a Bergen pack- | See Se cee | 


’ burgh Musician, monthly publica- | ,, antee, 5% of retail sales, and a 
DON’T SHOOT tion of Local 60, to Europe for six “> ere ‘minimum waxing sked of 16 sides | . 
THE BARTENDER weeks ,. . Sylvia Karlton cut her|_ When the exhibition winds,!a year. Snyder is also reported | For the Winter Season 


first two sides for Signature last Noble and his crew take off on a 
week. They were “The Horse and Series of one-nighters in the west- 
| Buggy Ran Away” and “Bill.” She ern area, hitting all the terperies 
goes into Club Charles, Baltimore, |normally booked by MCA. When 
' Sept. 26... Homer Ochsenhirt, the current radio season winds, 
who had a dance band at William band will seek ballroom and vaude 


CHRISTMAS POLKA 


able to select his own material; 
_and as a boost London is slated to) 
| give the pianist a full promotion 
| campaign. 

Orchster, who is currently perch- 
ed at the Edgewater Beach Hotel 


FROSTY 
THE SNOWMAN 


HILL & RANGE Songs, Inc., N. Y. 


1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


| Penn Hotel’s Terrace Room a few § dates around the 





| seasons ago, is rehearsing an all-|tate the move. a 








| femme outfit for TV . . Billy Bishop | have ankled othe 








country. To facili-| here, will move into the Para- 


ll Noble sidemen | a 
>; ste eee eee Y., Nov. 1 for a three 

















| band began a fortnight engagement 


ALL MATERIAL READY | Monday (18) at Bill Green’s, 


“NORTH POLE TOWN” 


A Real Xmas Jingle 





| Signature Reentering 

















Records by RCA Victor Signature Records is reentering the U. S, — P noeoeee about 20) ee ee ‘eee o Po sad well written .'. . 
. ; “ : - years ago, but dropped the ball- | | wonderful material succe : 
Availabi 45 and 78 RPM the blues and rhythm field with * é vine 
wre ae reactivation of its yellow and black 00M biz after he clicked on the D e T D h | MAUREEN CANNON for sey- 
Prof. Copies and Orks label. First release will be two in- pet poh o" or —. Noble | ecca 1eams Von erry i “eset loved it..." - 
strumentals by Julian Dash. Tom. |°@tourase still with the outfit is | ° ° ° about my song for sale (CBS ~ 
WIRE OR WRITE TO: my Edwards, pianist-singer, has pa 4 Harty, now manager of the With Jenkins for Buildup ( ) ¥ 
BURNETT, LTD. a, been inked for that ers = Decca Records is giving Den | ADORA BLE 
nt. ae ; ; Cherry, young vocalist who record- | ; 4 
Saranac Lake, New York Signature prexy Bob Thiele is B it . ‘ed a few sides with Artie Shaw | (Performab eddie lindner 
(SOLE SELLING AGENTS) aaa scouting new blues ead ritannica Sets ives on the Decca label, a general build- | rmable under BMI License) 
fen | A 4 ‘ 
a up by teaming him with Gordon} 
| Album for Educ. Program Jenkins on four sides, On two of | : 
a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee | Encyclopedia Britannica has PN ay sides, cut this week, he duet- | PROGRAM THE NEW U 
BARRA RR ms cluded a deal with Burl Ives to | oe + gl ng Al 7 seacied WEDDING STANDARD b 
Now—Third Consecutive Season ie | Rrceent & selective sampling Of| vocalist has heen Going much of DOROTHY STEWART'S h 


HOTEL EDISON, New York — 


HENRY JEROME 


and His Orchestra 
Featuring HAL BARTON—JOLLY JOE GRIMM 
MORRY ALLEN—RAY WETZEL—THREE JAYS 
THE GLEE CLUB 





that they will not be quota-ed un- 
der AFM Local 47’s_ spread-the- 
work ruling, which would make 
them ineligible for dance work. 
Noble purveyed a strictly dance 


Blues & Rhythm Market. beat style when he first came to 





American folksongs and ballads un- | 


\der the publishing company’s new 


visual-aid educational program. 
Titled ‘Historical America in 
Song,” the ballad comprises over 


'120 newly-recorded songs, ranging 


| 


from Colonial days to the modern 


i times. . 


Set is being packaged in six al- 
bums containing 30 12-inch disks. 
It is being readied for release Oct. 








| week stand, 
| Although the price Dick Brad- | 
|ley, Tower topper here, had af- | 
fixed to Snyder’s contract is un-| 
| disclosed, the indie head _ will 
remain as the maestro’s record | 


THANK YOU 
IRVING CAESAR for saying: 
". 4. very original... bouncy 
melody + + + interesting lyrics 


MITCH MILLER for saying: 

















his own plugging on radio and tele- | 
| vision shows, in addition to person- | 
|al appearances at key dealers in| 


the east. He’s tentatively scheuled | ¢ | VE M E 

for a nitery tour at the end of | 

November. i H A N D 
| 


Shealy Music Corp. chartered to 
conduct a music publishing busi- 
ness in New York. .Directors are 








LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 


























~ PT 





w 1, with distribution aimed ex i 
: § clu-| Alexander Wise and 

. CBS Network ® London Records ® Langworth Trans. " sively at educational institutions. | Schlager. Abraham 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
c Sseseseeunpeeaees 43 f 
seseemeeeeaeeeepe mee SeR SS. . ° as ' 

Exclusive Management ities | Shaw Agcy. Signs Rich WANTED 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP R Buddy Rich has been inked to a MUSICIANS for G. !. SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA on 
ORATION five-year contract by Shaw Artists PROFESSIONAL LEVEL 
' ency won’t line up dates 
JOE GLASER, Pres. for Rich until the bediening of Write for Auditions ates tees aie ti 
oe ew York od Ta: 1-1-) | Hollywood oo oaiae yg he'll To H. Garber, c/o WCB Artists & Concert Mot. 206 w. oe ~s ee N.Y 

th Ave. Pl. 9-4600 Sut ; Gorman | VETE LSO APPLY . 
or 203 No. Webash 9151 Sunset Bivd ides “Jan ot tO Pe TERANS REQUIRING FINISHING TRAINING MAY ALSO APPLY ° 
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a © 
—— VARIETY —— S > 3 _ 
Survey of retail disk best a aia ole |= = 
sellers, based on reports ob- E ~lel8icleisie]_13 c 
tained from leading stores in 31% = “3 2 “1% > eo . 
12 cities and showing com g ew i@zlsié = 215 Sisis oO 
parative sales rating for this & Ey = BIZ 1s | w “ Oo; 4s 4 
and last week. 218] o SiuiSis eisie2ts§ ¢ 
BIST ISIS lL iT Slele islet 
° 7i3 2 i 518 im 
pew} i °o C] dq ‘ 
National Week Ending | 712)8)s 3 2 | wa } < E P 
Rating S t 16 C ! te | | & e:fi2iy712/7)3) 0 
ep ® he) ew’ Sisitelie&isizieaisl«ls§ I 
s siZig | me eigjgisiscis < N 
This Last . olzezisisiBlgiz "|als : S T 
wh. wk. Artist, Label, Title ziOlinmin Illa a Jiolikz | 51¢ Ss 
 G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
1 2 “Goodnight Irene”—27077....... 1 1 6 8 _-. 2. 2 2 | = 
, NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
9 1 “Mona Lisa”—1010 oe tenes eeens 10 2 2 3 8 5 3 3 4 3 75 
. BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) 
3 3 “Play a Simple Melody”—27112.. 4 6 4 2 4 4 48 
- BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) 
4 6 “Sam’s Song”—271 12.. rere es ee 8 5 e ee 9 2 4 > 42 
‘4 G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
5 7 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—27077.... 6 5 6 6 3 36 
~ TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
6 5 “La Vie En Rose”—20-3819 ere ee 7 ie 22 6 2 34 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
7 4 “Music, Maestro, Please”—5458.. 2 7 8 6 33 
~~" AMES BROS, (Coral) ‘aed 
8 7 “Can Anyone Explain”—60253... 5 4 8 2 7 1 27 
= JO STAFFORD (Capitol) _ 
9 11 “No Other Love”—1053......... 9 2 5 6 10 23 
a ~ SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) - 
10A 15 “Harbor Lights”—38963......... 3 9 3 9 10 21 
~ KAY STARR (Capitol) - 
10B 10 “Bonaparte’s Retreat”—936...... 7 4 7 8 21 
ire VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
11 12 “Vagabond Shoes”—5429........ 9 3 3 18 
7 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
2 8 “All My Love”—5455............ 4 2 16 
- DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
13. 14 “FH Always Love You”—1028.... 8 7 11 
7 DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
144 17 “Goodnight Irene”—20-3870..... 1 10 
es RED FOLEY (Decca) ’ 
14B 15 “Our Lady of Fatima”—14526.... 1 10 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
14C 15 “Dream a Little Dream”—5458... 1 16 
K. KALLEN-R. HAYES (Mercury) 
15 ic “Our Lady of Fatima”—5466 ae ay ee ee Be svat yee penn Corre ME. vies Meee 9 
JO STAFFORD-WESTON (Cap) 
16 .. “La Vie En Rose”—1153......... Ce ae ae eee ae ae 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
7A iia “Cincinnati Dancing Pig”—5477. ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 6 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
7B .. “World Waiting Sunrise” —20-3181 Te, a ee SRR ee ae ee eee ee 6 
BILL FARRELL (M-G-M) 
17C_.. “Deed I Do”—10757............. 5 6 
MARINERS (Columbia) 
17D _.. _“Sometime”—3878 .............. 5 6 
_ JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
] ‘ E ee “Play a Simple Melody”—1039 ene ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 5 ee 6 
1 2 3 o 5 
F I V E T O Pp THREE LITTLE SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR | YOUNG MAN WITH! SUMMER STOCK 
WORDS Broadway Cas? GUN A HORN Hollywood Cast 
Hollywood Cast Columbi Hellyweed C H. James-D. Day M 
ALBUMS M-G-M ie bene oa 
M-G-M53 MM850 M-G-M C198 M-G-M56 
E516 ML4180 E509 CL6106 E519 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Decea ee@eeeeeaeeeeseeeee ee@e4ee#e 5 230 Columbia eeeeeeeaeeeeveeveee eeeee 2 27 
Capitol eeeeeeszr ee eeeweeeeeeaeee 6 143 Coral eeeeceeeeeaee ee eeeeeeenee 1 27 
Mereury ee ee eeeeaeeaeeeesreeeeee § $2 M-G-M eeeeeaeeceoe ee ee ee ee ee eaeeneaee 1 6 
Ween idedence es eT ae se 50 


























- WANTED - 
GIRL BAND 


Sox, Drums, Piano, Trumpet 
That Can Do Novelty Num- 
bers and Play Good Dance 
Music. 


FULL DETAILS TO 


HOTEL ALTAMONT 
Tupper Lake, New York 











——— 

















NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
oe 


Standards by 





iF iminy MeHugh 





COLUMBIA SHELLS OUT | Songwriter Murphy Has 
TO BALLY AUTRY-RODEO| His Own Film Company; 


Columbia Records will shell out Makes Industrials Adpix 
’ 


_a large chunk of coin to promote 
‘the coming rodeo opening its an-| Songwriters have gone on to 
‘nual stay in Madison Square Gar-| become film producers, but Owen 


den, New York, Sept. 27. Reason | Murphy is probably the only one 


'for the promotion is fact that Gene | Who has his own film company. 
| Autry, Columbia’s top western re- Murphy, who wrote the scores for 
| i “ti ini >'the “Greenwich Village Follies” 
— > See | and most of the Joe Cook shows, 
tgp . , ,. |is a partner in Murphy-Lillis, Inc., 
Diskery will set up window dis-' an industrial and advertising film 
plays, post streamers and devote producing unit. Murphy is still 
usual coin to press parties, etc.,; Writing songs—but these are for 


L ». | his films, which service firms like 
for Autry and the rodeo. Diskery’s | Chesterfield, Philco and Firestone. 


will handle most of the promotion. | picture business when he was out 
Columbia is also giving an extra | in Hollywood, doing the film score 


| promotional push to its “Tea for | —— gyi one Ng ——- = 


Two” album based on the WB film | had written the original Broadway 
of that name. Album features score. *"> was contacted there by 
| Doris Day and Gene Nelson from | an ind\ 
| the original cast, and Axel Stor-| work fo: them, and-after he com- 
'dahl’s orch. In addition to poster | pleted tne assignment, he went 
campaigns tying in with national | into the industrial filmmaking busi- 
‘release of pic, diskery will send ness permanently. In 1945, he 








‘out 1,500. disk jockey samples of , formed his own firm in partnership 
{one of the tunes from the album. | with Lillis, 


‘ial film unit to do somef 


eta <eeeneeemmetmnsiiinn 
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presenting : 





ELLIOT 


And His Orchestra 





His Great Decca Album! 


COLLEGE 





PROM 


Fox Trots and Vocals with Instrumental Accompaniment 


sre 


OLLEGE PROM: = 


ees THA 


ELLIOT LAWRENC, 


een) mo se WORK. BARRY Sree. OME 





AVAILABLE IN ALL 3 SPEEDS! 


DL 5274 ®@ 10-inch Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record © Price $2.85 


Album 9-84 @ Four Unbreakable Records 
Album A-782 © Four 10-inch 78 RPM Records 


*27123 STAR DUST 
ONCE IN A WHILE 


*27124 LAURA 


UVE GOT A CRUSH ON YOU 


@ Price $3.35 
@ Price $3.75 


(SELECTIONS INCLUDE) 


*27125 §| CAN’T GET STARTED 
EAST OF THE SUN 
(And West of the Moon) 
"27126 DEEP PURPLE 
i'M IN THE MOOD FOR 
LOVE 


45 RPM and 78 RPM Album Records Available as Singles 


& 


*Also Available in 45 RPM 


CC A America’s -Fastest 
399,.°- * ae = 1 - 
= Selling=Records! 
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Some Cafes to Experiment With 
Burlesque Units to Bolster Biz 


Indications are that burlesque | 
will be a top lure in cafes this sea- | 
son. Two major niteries have al- 
ready booked burley units and 
others are considering installation | 
of the bumps and grind displays. | 


The latest..cafe to set such policy | 


is the Latin Quarter, Newport, Ky. | 
Other spot already set is the Beach- | 
comber, Miami Beach. 

Hapeld Minsky, of the burlesque 
clan, is currently casting a burley 
unit similar to the shows he did at 
the Carnival, N. Y., and the Colo- 
nial Inn, Hallendale, Fila. 

Noel Sherman, who produced the 
show at Riley’s, Saratoga, N. Y., has 
been signed to do the production 
at the Newport Latin Quarter. He'll 
use the same format that prevailed 
in Riley’s, but will have a line to 
12 girls instead of 24. Acts with a 
burlesque flavor will predominate. 

According to Sherman, many 


Revive Chi Puppet House 
Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Kungsholm Minature Grand 
Opera, puppet theatre here which 
had been razed by 
ago, is currently 
stage. 

New auditorium, which will be 
operated in conjunction with the 
Kungsholm restaurant, will be 
larger than its predecessor. Even 
the repertoire, owner Fredrik A. 
Chramer explained, will be in- 
creased to 20 operas. 











pear LEE MORTIMER 


Many thanks for the many 
mentions and write-ups 
you have given me in the 
pasf. 





Sincerely, 


SONNY KING 


P. S.: Lee, they wear brown 
and white shoes in 
nite clubs here. 


Currently Headlining in Vaudeville 


THIS WEEK 


GLASGOW. Scotland 


Personal Management: HENRI GINE 


fire two years | 
in the rebuilding | 


cafes are seeking packaged units, 
| but so far few producers have been | 
‘able to line up this type of display 
on speculation, because most bon- 
ifaces want to see a finished prod- | 
‘uct before signing contracts. 

‘The success of the Sherman unit | 
at Riley’s is said to have provided 
the. impetus to the burley type of | 
| booking. This display outdrew the 
name shows at the other cafes in 
the are: 

Burlesque type shows in cafes | 
have always pulled biz during war- | 
time. It’s been found to be one} 
type of booking that entices unl- 
formed men well civilians 
The girly shows have always pros- 
pered in areas where there are 
large troop concentrations and war 
industry. 

New Orleans, Chicago and New 
York’s 52d street have found the 
strip shows a most staple policy, 
|}and bonifaces of the larger spots 
| feel that a dressed-up version of a 
burlesque display ean draw in the) 
tonier cafes. | 


‘MIDWEST TOUR FOR 
ROY ROGERS UNIT 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Rogers is putting together 
a unit to tour the midwest under 
the auspice sof Arena Stars, Inc., 
|in which Spike Jones and his man-| 
ager are partners. Jones organiza- | 
tion knows the _ ins-and-outs of 
| booking in the area and bookings 
| will be mostly in auditoriums in 
which the zany bandleader has 
played. 

Rogers and his hoss will 
line with several western acts be- 
ing rounded up to put on the cow- 
poke style entertainment in 
midwest theatres. Rogers will put 
on two performances daily, and is 
asking a $3,000 guarantee against 
60 or 65° on each date. Bob 
Weems, Arena’s midwest rep, is 
setting the bookings out of Chi- 
cago. 





as as 





Roy 





Ruth Brown Sets Tour 


Songstress Ruth Brown 
team up with the Willis Jackson | 
orch fot a southern tour beginning 
Oct. 14 

Gal is currently at Cafe Society, 
N. Y., along with the Erroll Garner | 


will 


i legal. 
| several 


| cause 


top- | 


27 | 


Bloom, Foster Dissolve 


Agency Partnership 
Walter Bloom and Bill Foster 
last week dissolved partnership in 
Favorite Attractions, Inc., N. Y. 
Bloom will take the agency, while 
Foster’s future plans are indefinite 
| as yet. 

Duo formed their partnership 
several years ago shortly after the 
foldo of the Frederick Bros. 
| Agency, N,.¥Y., where both handled 
| acts and cocktail units. 


AGVA Dissidents’ Suit 
Vs. 4A’s Gets Underway 
In N.Y. Supreme Ct. 


1948 against the 
Artistes of 








Suit started in 


Associated Actors and 


America by Matt Shelvey, former 
national administrator of the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 
and several of his adherents, was 
resumed Monday in the N. i 
supreme court. Plaintiffs are | 


questioning the 4A’s right to in- | 
tervene in AGVA affairs, and al- | 
lege that Shelvey’s ouster was il- 
Trial, now expected to last 
weeks, before Justice 
Felix Benavenga. 
Case doubly 


is 


important be- 
of the fact that another 
similar action, brought by a Bos- 
ton group of AGVA dissidents, is 
contingent upon the outcome of 
this suit. 

Initial day was devoted 
plaintiffs in a discussion of the | 
history of AGVA from its incep- 
tion in 1939 up to the time of Shel- | 
vey’s ouster. 

Originally brought to restore 
Shelvey’s position in AGVA, this 
angle is no longer possible because | 
of a stipulation signed by Shelvey | 
at the conclusion of the initial suit | 
in 1948. Because of inability to} 
find an attorney of record, Shel- 
vey agreed that he would no} 
longer participate in AGVA af-| 
fairs. | 

Case now seeks to outlaw all 
legislation adopted by AGVA 
since it was taken over by the 
4A’s in 1948. 


is 


by the 





ROSALIND ROSS TO GAC 
Rpsalind Ross has joined the club 
date debt. of General Artists Corp., 
replacing Ira Seidelle, who re- 
signed. 
Miss Ross was previously in the 


Trio and Phil Napoleon's Dixieland | club date division of the Beckman | 


| 





outfit. 





'& Pransky office. 














“At the Mocambo, 


laugh!” 


the Tahoe Village!” 


“Laughs come fast!” 


“Strictly big time!” 


“I’ve never laughed so hard 


Management: 
ABNER J. GRESHLER AGENCY 
324 S. Beverly Dr.—Beverly Hills 
RKO Bidg., Radio City—New York 








a double treat— 
Noonan and Marshall—a Must!” 


—HARRISON CARROLL 
(LA Herald-Express) 


“Pete Marshall is a knockout!” 
—HEDDA HOPPER 


“Noonan was born to make _ people 


—EDWIN SCHALLERT 
(LA Times) 


“My favorite comedy team busting up 


—PAUL COATES 
(LA Mirror) 


—BILLBOARD 


—ED WYNN 


50 WEEKS “SOLID” BOOKING 
NOW Celebrating Our Ist Anniversary 
at WILBUR CLARK’S DESERT INN 


Tom NOONAN and Pete MARSHALL 


—VARIETY 


in 30 years!” 


Personal Representative: 
JOE ROLLO 
8913 Sunset Bivd.—LA 








CHEF ALBERNI — DENVER DIMPLES 


| Sonja Henie 


| ager 


| accompanied by Robert Dillon, 


AGVA Overrules Theatre Authority, 


Performers Paid for Benefit Stints 


The American Guild of Variety 


Artists won.a two-front victory last 
|week on the 
The performer union won over 
Theatre Authority’s demand that 
the North Shore Hospital Fund dis- 


question of benefits. 


play at the Roosevelt Raceway, 
N. Y., Sun. (17) go on as a benefit, | 
while AGVA demanded that per- | 
formers appearing on the show be 
paid $25 minimum in the case of 





chorus or minor performefs or one- | 


seventh of regular weekly salary 
for acts. 

Shortly before start of the show, 
Tex McCrary, chairman of the 
event, conferred with AGVA’s na- 
tional administrative secretary 
Henry Dunn, with the result that 
McCrary consented to paying the 
performers. All pacts were signed 
by performers before going on. 

According to Dunn, about $6,000 , 
was } paid out. to the performers. 





‘NELLIE LUTCHER SET 
FOR EUROPEAN TOUR 


Toronto, Sept. 19. 


On completion of her current 
Casino theatre engagement here, 
Nellie Lutcher sails for 
European tour and will open at 
the Palladium, London, for 
weeks’ stint Her’ eight-weeks’ 
tour will also include engagements 
in Paris and Rome, these 
by Carlos Gastel, her manager, 
who is now in London. 





Miss Lutcher sails from New 
York on Friday (23) aboard the 
Mauretania for Liverpool. With 


her will be Earl Hyde and George 
Duvivier, on drums and bass, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 19. 
Noel Meadow, indie foreign 
film distributor who did a grand 
slam recupe here in nine months, 

left for N.Y.C. with an all-clear. 
John and Alice Walsh, of the 
downtown colony, left for Los An- 
geles to start rehearsals with the 
“Hollywood Ice Revue 





of 1951.” 


Among the new 
rest routine and _ progressing 
nicely are Stanley Lawrence, man- 
of the Mayfair theatre, As- 
bury Park; and Glenn Phillips. 

Walter (CBS) Romanik, 
ing from a major 
for Larry (IATSE) Garber. 

Otto Hayman, upped for meals 
and mild privileges. 


arrivals in for 


| AGVA jurisdiction. 


show 


her first | 


a two-| 


inked | 


Union is holding salaries in escrow 
and checks will soon be mailed out 
later to participating performers, 


Sponsors of the event had pre- 
viously signed a contract with The- 
atre Authority calling for 10% of 
the gate, but once it was decided to 
|pay performers in order to get 
AGVA’s okay, show is believed te 
have passed out of TA’s jurisdic- 
tion. AGVA broke with TA some 
months ago in order to clear itg 
own benefits. 

On another front in the benefit 
battle, Associated Actors and Are 
tistes of America’s opposition to 
the appearance of headliners at 
the N. Y. Daily News Harvest 
Moon Ball Wednesday (13), folded 
because of the fact that the pro 
performers were playing in the 
Screen Actors 
Guild had exerted pressure on sev- 
eral performers to get full salary 


or have the event go under TA 
jurisdiction. Bob Hope, Dinah 
Shore, Martin & Lewis, Vaughn 


Monroe and the Szonys, were paid 
$500 each for the night. SAG made 
no further attempt to stop the 
after the initial warning, 





DeWitt’s Marathon Stint 


Comedian George De Witt is ex- 
pected to be the busiest performer 
extant for 24 hours, starting today. 
Comic has signed to be the Yom 
Kippur replacement for a trio of 


|performers and is expected to 
{maintain his schedule at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y. 


De Witt will sub for Joe E. Lewis 
at the Copacakana, Myron Cohen 
at the Paramcunt, and Jack Eigen 
on latter’s disk-jockey stint on 


|WMGM, N. Y. 


recup- 
operation, Ditto 


Lee Klimick (Republic Pictures) | 
recuping from her recent pneu-| 


monectomy operation. 

Andy Grainger, ex-Rogerite in 
for yearly 0.0. and general check- 
up, got an all clear. 


John Lake, radio spieler and ac- | 


tor, out of the general 
after recent operation. 
Labor Day marked the end of 
summer 
Morris Park playgrounds. 
Field Day was held by the P.T.A. 
Mrs. Jacques DeMattos, wife of the 
WNBZ program manager acted as 
chairman .of the recreation com- 
mittee, assisted by Benny Ressler. 
Featured was the crowning of King 
and Queen of the colony, -with 


hospital 


activities at the William | 
Annual | 


games, races and dancing, Refresh- | 


ments were 
Shamus Club. 
Walter (CBS) Romanik mastered 


furnished by 


| the thoracopeasty operation like a| 
veteran and back at the a 


lodge resting comfortably. 

Louise (RKO) Harris, who cured 
here, in for annual check-up and | 
drew an_ all-clear. 

Virginia Strum underwent bron- 
coscopy operation. 

Sam LaBalbo in for a final | 
checkup and rated an all-clear. | 

Bob Pasquale, ex-Philly (Warner 
Bros.) manager, back in circulation 
after long strictly in bed routine. 

Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical | 
attorney and Variety Clubber, in | 
from N.Y.C. for a weekend vacash | 
to ogle the lodge. 

Marie Gallagher (Warner Bros.), | 


from Philadelphia to visit her | 
| daughter, Dolly Gallagher, who is | 
| progressing nicely. 

Write to those who are ill. | 


the | 


ig 














REX 


RAMER 


Currently: 
BARNES & CARRUTHERS 


FAIRS 


Direction: 
EDDIG ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., Ine. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y, 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


‘son's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
“THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each = 
(Sold in Sequence Oniy) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ....... 2 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $33 * 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $85— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 




















Currently 
MONKEY BAR 


HOTEL ELYSEE 


N 











AMUSEMENT PARK—44 ACRES 


wo lakes, 19 acre; swimming, fishing, boating, 
dancing, roller skating, bingo. amusement games, 
park rides, picnic grounds; 80% advance booking 
Northern Ohio; near large industrial cities and 
UL. S. Highway; excellent bldgs.; price reasonable 


APPLE CO., BROKERS, CLEVELAND, 0. 











Press: 
HAL BILLER & ASSOC, 
6404 Hollywood Bivd.—Hollywood 
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JANE 


ROCHELLE and BEEBE 


“And Rochelle and Beebe are, 
fin the business.”“—Daily Variety. 


NOW—Nash Auto Show 








Ns always, just the best eccentric dance team 


“Mgt. Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C, 
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Cus Van Re-Elected Prez of AGVA, 
Wins Over Price by Small Margin 





Gus Van was elected president+- 


of the American Guild of Vatiety 
Artists for the third successive 
year. Wan eked through by a 
narrow margin of 81 votes over 
his opponent Georgie Price, get- 
ting 873 votes to 792 for Price. 





In another important contest, 
Gypsy Rose Lee was made second | 
vice-president by a landslide of | 
893 votes with her nearest oppo- 
nent, Jack Gwynne, getting 401. | 
Dick Ware running for the same | 
office got 351 ballots. Jerry Baker, 
was unopposed for first vice-presi- 
dent getting 1,424 marks. 

Don Francisco was named third 
veepee with 487 votes. He defeated 
Lois Donn, Jack Edwards and 
Buddy Walker. Jackie Bright was 
elected treasurer without opposi- 
tion and Harry Mendoza, also un- 
opposed for the post of recording 
secretary, were balloted into office. 

Board memb..-s elected comprise 
Ruth Arden, Will Aubrey, Dewey 
Barto, Danny Beck, Red Buttons, 
Lois Donn, Phil Foster, Dick Gale, 


| 
| 


} 





Sid Marion, Mickey O’Niel, Price, 
Billy Taft, Dick Ware, Jerry 
Wayne, Jack Edwards of Boston 
was also elected, but since he with- 
drew his candidacy after ballots 
were printed, Bill Lee of Detroit, | 
who was next in line, will Serve 
on the board. 

Elections were conducted by the 
Honest Ballot Assn. 


| 


1 





Settle Breach Suit 


A pre-trial settlement between | 
attorneys for singer Fran Warren | 
and her former personal manager | 
Al Pollack ended a breach of con- 
tract suit brought by Pollack. Jus- ' 
tice Benjamin J. Rabin of the N.Y. | 
supreme court suggested that the 
litigants attempt one final bid at 
Settlement before going to trial. 

In the subsequent parleys, a 
token payment was made by the'! 
singer to Pollack, with whom she |! 
signed a contract about five years 


ago, but who it’s claimed, never} uses stage shows Sundays. He also) 
heads the Fahey Advertising Corp.., | 
| Holyoke. 


rendered any professional serv- 


ices. 


Sullivan-Moon Winners 
Shifting to N.Y. Strand 


N. Y. Daily News columnist Ed 
Sullivan will take his Harvest 
Moon Ball winners into the Strand 
theatre, N. Y., for the first time. 
Unit, starting Friday (22), played 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y., for the 
past couple years and prior to that 
was an annual booking at Loew’s 
State. 

Surrounding bill will include 
the Three Stooges, the Weavers 
and Maxellos. 

Harry Mayer, house booker, may 


have singer Lisa Kirk heading the | 


following show. 


Kentucky Fair 
Draws 237,610 


Louisville, Sept. 19. 
Despite a city-wide bus strike, 
and three days of rainy weather, 





|/Kentucky State Fair drew 237,610 


patrons. Closing day Saturday (16) 
pulled 47,000 customers, while 
opening day Sunday (10) drew 34.- 
977; a big drop from last year. 
State Fair Manager J. Dan Bald- 


be a third lower than expected. 











DANNY O’DAY 
“THE MAHOGANY KID” 
Assisted by Jimmy 
America’s Newest Ventriloquist 
Sensation, with his new pal, Hum- 
phrey Higsby. Billboard says, 
“Nelson is perfection.” 

SEE ME ON ED SULLIVAN’S 
“Toast of the Town” 
C.B.S., 8-9 P.M., E.S.T. 
September 24 
Mgt.: LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 


‘Court Okays Hotelman’s 
$1,025,000 Purchase Of 
Carroll Coast Nitery 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 











restaurant to Frank S. Hofues, 


| Texas hotelman, for $1,025,000 was 
“2 estimates that gross receipts | approved by Judge Newcomb Con- 


Fran Warren, Former Mgr. | wii 


dee in superior court. Under 


However, predictions were based! terms of the deal Hofues turned 


on the hope the Fair this year 
would surpass all previous records. 


Principal attractions at the Fair 
this year were a Gospel Quartet 
contest, fiddlers contest, 
dance contest, and the Grand 
Championship Horse Show, held in 
the Horse Show pavilion, and won 
by Wing Commander, stallion from 
Dodge Stables’ famed saddle-bred 
farm at Lexington, Ky. 





Joe Fahey has been named man- 
ager of the Arena, Holyoke, which 




















MAXINE SULLIVAN 


America’s Foremost Song Stylist 
Currently 


LA COMMEDIA 


59 West 52nd Street, New York 


(indefinitely) 


APOLLO RECORDS 
Direction: JOE MARSOLAIS, 1697 Broadway, New York City 


square | 








over to the Carroll estate his 
| $350,000 ranch in Arizona, a note 
for $475,000 and another for $200,- 
| 000, each carrying 314% interest. 
Hofues also owns the Del Mar 
‘and Deauville beach clubs in 
' Santa Monica. He will lease the 
theatre for radio and TV broad- 
| casting in the daytime, meanwhile 
operating as a nightclub. He plans 
| to reopen spot it. November, with 
| name acts and lavish productions. 


MCA Builds Package Show 





Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Release from the “Contented 
Hour” airer has paved the way for 
Dick Haymes to do the vaude and 
nitery work he wants and Music 
Corp. of America has fashioned a 
package with the singer toplined. 
Haymes wanted out from the Car- 
nation Milk program because he 
couldn’t tape his shows and was 
thus unable to make a tour. 

MCA already has set Eileen Bar- 
ton and the Three Stooges for the 
package, with several other acts 
to be inked. Unit already has been 
booked for an Oct. 8 date at the 
Roxy, New York, at a reported 
' $10,000 per frame. 


Nelson, | 





Sale of the Earl Carroll theatre- | 


| November. 


For Haymes Nitery Tour 





Miami's Summer Season Lush On 


Tourism But 


Miami Beach, Sept. 19. 


Despite the biggest summer tour- 
ist season this area has ever ex- 
perienced, general trend was to 
cagey spending and careful shop- 
ping by the holidayers, with ma- 
jority of niteries just getting by 
and only those with potent attrac- 
tions getting type of business that 
meant profit-making biz. Threat 
of the hotels, cafe, lounges, which 
booked acts after they’d played the 
Olympia or a nitery, didn’t make 
much of a dent either. 

Such spots as the Five O’Clock 
Club packed them in with Martha 
Raye and solid supporting acts 


such as Lenny Kent; Clover Club | 
patronage when the} 


drew heavy 
Vagabonds were there through 


Godfrey Trying 








Units Again 


Arthur Godfrey is resuming fhe 
production of units. First is cur- 
rently being formed with comedian 
Billy Gilbert to emcee and. singer 
Bill Lawrence to headline. 

It’s the second time that Godfrey 
has gone into packaging units. A 
couple of seasons ago, Godfrey 
formed a unit which did terrific 
business wherever Godfrey appear- 
ed with it, but trade slumped 
whenever radio and tele commit- 
ments kept Godfrey in New York. 

This time, concentration will be 
on talent winners that have reach- 
ed name status. Outfit will play 
some dates on the RKO circuit in 
Use of the Godfrey 
unit by RKO will mark the first 
time chain has used units other 
than those formed by its booking 
dept. 


Cagey on Spending 


July. The hotel rooms did heavy 
business weekends. The no-mini- 
mum deal found loaded tables 
which averaged $5-10 tabs. 


Hotel bookings for the higher 
Salaried acts didn’t mean full pay- 
offs, because of room-board deal 
involved. 

Big spots such as Copa City and 
Clover Club, as well as the more 
modestly-budgeted cafes can figure 
| that. the competition from hotels 
will hurt some, but not as much as 
|expected. Some operators figure 
they’ll make up any loss of patron- 
age of their late shows; for, though 
the new local laws allow hotel 
cafes to remain open until 1 a. m. 
weekdays and 2 a. m. Sunday morn- 
| ings, they still can set up only one 
show, thus negating any chance of 
real profits. With small turnover, 
and the small tabs, it adds to a 
strictly “good will” deal. 

Situation this winter will thus 
make for a good deal for the minor 
acts for lounges and smaller situa- 
tions. 

Murray Weinger and Ned Schuy- 
'ler plan three-name parlays for 
each show at their Copa City. As 
for the threat from hotels, they in- 
sist they’re going to let the hotel 
men worry about their own prob- 
j}lems and coneentrate on getting 
the best talent possible. Jack Gold- 
man and the other club operators 
have the same line of thought for 
the up-coming winter season. 








| RKO Sets Road Unit 


RKO circuit is setting up a unit 
to be topped by Belle Baker and 
| Smith & Dale to start at the Palace 
theatre, Cleveland, Sept. 28. It’s 
| slated to follow with the Palace, 
| Chicago, Oct. 11 and the Albee, 
Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 

Toppers were on the show which 
played the Palace, N. Y., anniver- 
| sary show in May. 
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| Thank 


Ben Blue 
Jimmy Ames 
Rudy Vallee 
Boy Foy 

Ted and Phyllis 


Paul Gray 








CAL-NEVA LODGE 


You! 


Rodriguez 


Arthur Lee Simpkins 


CRYSTAL BAY 
LAKE TAHOE, NEVADA 


Elisa Jayne 
Sujata and Asoka 
Liberace 

Jack Durant 
Harvey Stone 

The Fontaines 
The Skylarks 


Spike Jones 
The Vagabonds 


Rosemarie 


Bedell and Mattson 

Lillian Roth 

Boo Millar’s Orchestra 
Wanda Smith's Cover Girls 


For making the 1950 season at Cal-Neva Lodge the most 
successful in its 26 years of operation. 


CAL-NEVA LODGE 


SANFORD D. ADLER, 








President 
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Bonifaces Plan to Cash in on War 
Prosperity, More Niteries Opent 


The optimistic outlook for cafes + 


this season in New York is cuing 
more entries into the field. Cur- 
rent 


gendered by the Korean War will 
prompt more niteries. 


Latest to swing to expansion is 


Tom Ball, operator of the China 
Doll. N. Y¥., who is planning to un- 
shutter the long darkened La 


Martinique. The combine headed 
by Lewis Lewis, operator of Cafe 
Society Downtown, which has 
taken over the Havana-Madrid, is 
a'so shonping around for new cafe 
sites As the season progresses, 
more bonifaces are expected to 
enter the field. 

While this indicates more ac- 
tivity in cafe operations, many 
fear wholesale cafe openings may 
create overseating problem 
which affected a majority of night 
clubs last year. Cafes, it’s point- 
ed out, began to get rolling only 
recently when economic conditions 
shuttered the weaker spots. 


an 





Jerry Colonna opens today (20) 
at Loew’s Rochester for a week, 
following it up with a week at 
Loew's State, Providence, before 
starting a three-weeker at the Cap- 
itol, N. Y. 


i. —_ — 


RUBY RING| 


THE UTMOST IN 
ACROBATIC DANCING 
Opening Shortly 
NORTHWEST 
Thanks to JOE DANIELS 


Direction: 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
1560 B’way, New York City 


JUdson 56-3345 























and future bonifaces figure | 
the wave of prosperity being en-| 


Montreal Nitery, Theatre 





New Yorker Hotel Picks Up 
Ath Option on Cummins 


Bernie Cummins orch has had its 
fourth option picked up by the New | 
Yorker hotel, N. Y. Band will con- 
tinue at the spot until Nov. 15, at. 


_whiech time a stay of about five | 
‘months will have been completed. 


Cummins stay at the hotel has been 


Damaged by Fires continuous except for a one-week 


Montreal, Sept. 19. 

Fires in past three weeks have 
shuttered one of Montreal’s oldest 
boites, the Carousel and one of the 


~+stand _at the Cavalier hotel, 


two vauders in town, the Roxy 
Follies. 

The Carousel (formerly the 
Samovar) blaze did an estimated 
$200,000 damage with the fire 
starting in the newly refurbished 
main room which was due for open- 
ing this month. Quick work by 
waiters in adjacent lounge, the| 
only part of the club that was oper- 


ating, prevented any loss of life 
as 200 patrons were led to safety, 

Last Monday afternoon (12) a 
fire starting in a sign shop above 


the Roxy did $10,000 worth of 
smoke and water damage to the 
theatre. Acts ready to open the 
afternoon show managed to save 
some of their wardrobe and fire- 
men” herded 100 customers. to 
safety. 





JO STAFFORD SET 
FOR ‘VOICE’ B’CAST 


Jo Stafford will be featured on 
a 15-minute weekly broadcast for 
Voice of America, aimed at youth 
overseas. Show, first segment of 
which will be broadcast in about 
two weeks, being recorded in 
Hollywood and packaged in New 
York for shortwave broadcast and 
distribution to Voice and cooperat- 
ing stations. 

First regularly 
program by a 
show features songs by 
ford, plus her comments on youth 
and democracy. In addition, vocal- 
ist’s Sunday night broadcasts for 


is 


scheduled Voice 
recording artist, 


Radio Luxembourg are now being | Helsings, 


repeated on Thursday nights. 




















@ 
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Currently 





Variety — Callahan is a very 
personable gent with authori- 
tative taps to match, who is a 
| flash on any cafe floor, as he 
| has been in legit, the picture 
| houses, ete. Callahan report- 
| edly had one Hollywood op- 
portunity, and it’s a wonder 
they didn’t anchor him out 
there because he is obviously 
appealing, both on the hoof 
and above the shoulders. He 
uncorks a_ flashy ‘Minute 
Waltz,” sliding from a good 
dash of Chopiniana on the. 








CALLAHA 


COPACABANA 


New York 


Management: STANLEY RAYBURN, New York City 





Appearing 


enco taps is a rousing topper- 


, piano to the terps. His flam- 
Abel. 


offer. 


EARL WILSON: “Bravo!” 


ROBERT DANA, World-Tele- 
gram: “Plays fine piano solo.” 


JUSTIN GI meds Mirror: 


“Talented ... tops.” 
BILLBOARD: “Excellent in 
theatres, equally good here. 


Routine pulled terrific.” 


Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va. 


If no more holdovers take place, 
the Cummins outfit is slated to fol- 
low the New Yorker engagement 
with a stand at the Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Chiéago, late Novem- 
ber or early Dec>mber. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


De Mattiazzis signed for the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Nov. 28 

. Lea Mathews into Cafe Society 
Downtown, Oct. 12... The Lunds 
set for Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, 
N. Y., Oct. 25 ... Eddie Fisher 
tapped for the 400 Casino; Albany, 
Sept. 21 . Pat O’Brien signed 
for a date at the Desert Inn, Las 
Vegas, in October. 

Leo Fuld signed for 
| Quarter, Montreal, starting Friday 
| (22). It’s his first date since re- 
| turning to the U.S. from England. 
. Eric Thorsen starts the season 
Pong Somerset Hotel, Boston, 

(22) ... Zero Mostel into 

the “Sut: Charles, Baltimore, Sept. 
. Sammy Walsh tapped for 

a Towne Room, Louisville, Oct. 














at 


(28... Sarah Vaughan pacted for 
ithe Birdland, N. Y., Nov. 4. 
Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Ritz Bros. set for the Chez Paree, 
Oct. 6... Sid Epstein has taken 


|over the Club Hollywood bookings 


, ‘sy | Nov. 
Miss Staf- | 


| Ta., 


for the William Morris office . 

Crystal Terrace Club has gone in- 
to name policy with Paul Marr, new 
booker, setting the Three Suns, 
10 to be followed by Rudy 
Vallee ... Tipi-Ti-Inn, Waterloo, 
adds floor shows with Minda 
Lang and George Moore going in 


Oct. 27... Ralph Lewis returns to 

Sept. 21 Dorothy 
| Dorben line into Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Cincy, beginning 
Sept. 22 Vine Gardens has 











tthe Dec. 1 


lined up Dolly 
and Nadja 
show, 


Kay, Eddie White 
Dolora for Oct. 6 
Jan Bart and Lou Saxon for 
bill and Myron Cohen 
and Minda Lang go in Dec. 29... 
Larry Ross back to the Casino, 
Sept. 29 . . . Pastime, Des Moines, 
has set Joey Rardin Sept. 29, 
Charles Frederics, Oct. 13, Mickey 


! Sharp, Oct. 27 and Paul Gilbert for 


Nov. 17... Divena unit set for the 
Sept. 21. 


Persian Palms, Mpls., 
Hollywood 
Leo Fuld, who returned to this 
country from England recently, 
has been signed for the Latin 
Quarter, Montreal, Sept. 22. 


Nino Milo, singer-comic at Larry 


Potter’s San Fernando Valley Sup-. 


per Club, starts a northwest nitery 
tour Sept. 28 with special material 
scripted by Bob Ecton . , . Frank 
Fontaine starts a two-weeker at 
the Capitol Theatre, N.Y., Oct. 19. 

. Sanford Adler, operator of Cal- 
Neva, Lake Tahoe, caught Lillian 
Roth doing a one-niter at Del Mar 


|and promptly booked her for his 


own spot, holding it open a week 
extra to do so. 

Joe Frisco, who started a “one | 
week” stand at Charley Foy’s San 


Fernando Valley Supper Club} 
‘three weeks ago is still going! 
strong... Jon and Sondra Steeie, | 


current at El Rancho, Las Vegas, | 
at $2,250 per week, have been 
booked for four frames at the Palm- 
er House, Chi, opening Nov. 30. 
at a flat $2,000 weekly ... Robert} 
Allen Reed keyboarding» at the! 
Gourmet Holyywood Lillian | 
Roth held over at C 
Lake Tahoe... MCA set Clark 
Dennis for three months of Statler 
Hotel time, beginning in November 

















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD | 


“Cavalcade of Bands” 
T.V. Show, New York 











| 


the Latin | 


| Absence of any 
{like the jitterbugging of the early 


HABIBI, 1ST ISREALI 


est in Israeli affairs, Leon & Motya 
| Nemiroff are opening the first Is- 
| raeli cafe in New York, the Habibi. 
Spot is slated to open tomorrow 


| (Thurs.) on site of the Russian 


Skazka, with a show including 
dancer Zamira Gon, singer Martha 
Schlamme, and song team Hillel & 
Aviva. Alexander Yahalomi will 
emcee and Julius Fuerstein will 
conduct. 

The Nemeroffs also operated the 
Skazka before deciding to change 
the entertainment format. 


| Vet Bandleaders 


Continued from page 43 
trouble and the physical strain of | 
one-nighters to maintain the band.” 

In the case of Krupa, who plans | 
to break up his big band and pos- 





























sibly form an all-star group for aj} 


he worked only 
locations in five | 
The rest were all one- 
Herman provides a sim- 


European tour, 
five weeks of 
months. 
nighters. 
ilar case. 


at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 


he plays the Boulevard, Long Is- | 


land, for the week of Sept. 
is scheduled for one-nighters un- 
til Nov. 20, when he’s set for a 
week in Pittsburgh. This after iust 
completing a one-nighter tour 
through Texas. 

The bandleaders agree that the 
one-nighters are profitable. That’s 
their complaint, actually. One- 
nighters, 


26, and 


are the only profitable dates they 


ican find. And they ask, is it worth 


it? 

The top frontmen have two 
choices. They can form small com- 
bos; or, since they collect royal- 


ties on their recordings, they can 
lay off for awhile. With combos, 
they can play locations and thea- 
tres profitably—more important, 
they can get location and theatre 
bookings. They can also book con- 
cert tours. 

A number of top bandleaders 
have chosen this latter course. 
Count Basie, who broke up his big 
band last spring, is playing top 
theatre and nitery dates with a 
seven-piece jazz group. Artie Shaw 
has reassembled his old 
offshoot, the Gramercy 
is currently 
N. Y. 
weekly 
sextet. 

What has caused the shrinkage 
in available and profitable locations 
remains a poser. Bookers general- 
ly credit television as one reason 
for keeping the customers away. 
new dance fad, 


Five, and 
playing the Iceland, 
Benny Goodman is on a 
television show with his 


| 1940s, is another. The _ greater 
/number of bands that are pluck- 
ing the location plums are the 
'sweet-styled units that are basical- 
ly and elementally dance bands. 
| As for those locations which re- 
ly on bands, like the Roseland, 
in N. Y., they are simply booking 
| on a lower budget, bringing in less- 
/er-known units. The big name, 
who’s used to big money, feels it 
| just isn’t worthwhile. 


N.Y. CAFE, TEEING OFF 


Latching on to the hypoed inter- 


After closing this week | 


with the exception of a} 
few choice locations and theatres, | 


big-band | 


Lake Club, Springfield, IIL, 
Sets Hildegarde, Tucker 
In Pitch for Top Names 


Springfield, Ill., Sept. 19. 


Although niteries in the smaller 
| midwest cities are tightening their 
| budgets due to the clampdown on 
|gambling in their casinos; Lake 
Club here, which has not had 
gambling in some time, is expand- 
| ing its talent outlay for names, 
| Teeing off its fall season is Buddy 
| Lester, set for two weeks, Sept. 23. 

anis Paige, film singer, is inked 
,in Oct. 7 with Constance Moore 
to follow the next week. Betty 
Rielly headlines the Oct. 21 show 
with June Christy set for follow- 
ing week. Al Morgan heads the 
Nov. 4 revue and Sophie Tucker 
' goes in on the New Years’ bill. 


Hugo Giovagnoli, owner, is 
bringing back Hildegarde, who 
broke all records here with sen- 
sational $50,000 gross last year, in 
mid-January. Paul Marr, Chi 
agent, books the shows. Georgie 
|Rank’s band has been held over 
for the fall. 








COLUMBIA LECTURE SHIFTS 


Coumbia Lecture Bureau, of 
which Arthur Judson is presideni, 
is expanding its activities. 

Eastman Boomer has joined the 
bureau as vice-president in charge 
of special attractions. Edna Gie- 
sen will continue as vice-president 
and managing director. Mrs. Theo- 
dosia Wood will be sales manager. 





Toni Arden opened a fortnight 
stand at Mocambo last night (19) 














LENNY and MARGIE 


ROSS 


{ 


Grant’s Riviera | 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 

158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 | 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 

* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: 


























Professional Engagement | 





(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 























Wally Overman | 
— NOW — 


Warner Thea., Havana, Cuba: 


Sept. 21, October 4th 
Thanks, 
Harry Smith-Herb Marks Agency 
Mgt.—MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS—Chicago 
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160 West 46th Street, N.Y. C. 
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Sophie JJucker 


September 20, 1950 
Hilraegarde 
c/o Wm Morris Agency 
New york City 
Dear Hildy: 
Instead of my annual announcement in VARIETY 
of my openings at tne Latin quarter in New york 
on september 24th» 1 reel T'a 1ike 1°) aevote this 
space to yous 
I want you to know what & priviles? it was 1 Ae) 
near you jn your recent concert at Long Beach. 
n record in say ing 





was thrilled: an 
that to me -- you re tne last words 

Hildy>» J do want you to know this- 

Loves 
Sophie Tucker 

e Too-~ 

Ted Shapiro 

P.o- By the way, L saw Joe E. Lewis at the copacabane 

the other evening and I think ne's tops in 


tne male aepartment- 
































ae, 
ce tare saa 




















NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 20, 1950 





Versailles, N. Y. 

Edith Piaf (with Robert Chau-| 
gigny and Chorus), Emile Pettt 
Orch (8), Panchito Latin Band 
(7); $5 minimum. 


a } 

The return of Edith Piaf to the 
Versailles is a signal for boff 
business by the Nick & Arnold 
bistro. The French chanteuse in- 
dicated opening night (13) that the 
smash biz she did for 20 weeks in 
her last stand at the Versailles is 
going to be a repeat, in spades. 
She is as socko as ever in her 
vocalistics, as well. 

There is hardly likely to be a 
more chichi opening than this one. 
Miss Piaf held them for more than 
30 minutes with French love songs, 
songs of the streets and songs of 
frustration, with an _ occasional 
English lyric thrown in. She re- 
mains a performer whose singing 
in a foreign tongue is certainly 
no handicap for listeners unfa- 
miliar with the lingo. There is no 
mistaking the meaning of her 
lyricizing, her English prefatory 
explanations notwithstanding. 

Attired, as usual, in a simple 
black dress and backed by a 
chorus behind a closed curtain, 
Miss Piaf starts slowly with a 
couple of Gallic ballads, and then 
rocks the audience for the first 
time with her highly emotional 
“Hymn to Love.” Her ‘Mariage,” 
about a woman imprisoned for| 
killing her husband, follows for | 
another smash, especially with the | 
simple, forthright histrionics in-| 
volved. “Le Famion de la Legion” 
is still a great applause-getter as 
she belts it out with that clarion- 
like voice, and ditto for “La Vie 


En Rose” and ‘Monsieur St. 
Pierre.” She walked off leaving 
’em on the ropes, and perhaps 
should have done at least one 
more number. 

Robert Chauvigny is her musical 
director and arranger, pianoing 


and leading the Emile Petti Orch 
for her numbers. The Piaf chorus 
comprises three boys and three 
girls. Kahn. 


Cocoanut Grove, L.A. | 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
ios Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Constance Moore, The DeMat- 
tiazzis (2), Larry Green Orch 
(13); cover $1.50, $2. 





First four-week tayout of the 
new fall season shapes up as a 
pleasant package that should 
easily produce the desired results 
for the Ambassador hotel’s room. 
No record attendance figures are 
in sight, but the stand will wind 
up comfortably on the profit side 
of the ledger. 

Topbilled Constance Moore 
comes up with a 30-minute song 
stint that is perfectly paced and 
solidly sold for good returns. As a 
result, good word-of-mouth will | 
make up for lack of strong name | 
appeal. 

Singer’s offerings run a wide 
range, from ‘You and the Night | 
and the Music” to “Diga Diga 
Doo” and she does each effectively. | 
Voice and delivery would be even | 
better in a more intimate room, 
but she has no difficulty holding 
her audience. Turn is bulwarked 
by some topnotch musical arrange- 
ments turned out by Sy Miller, | 
who also penned the special ma-| 


Paul White and Elroy Peace, Lewis 
has a surefire layout. Miss DuBois 
cavorts, sings and partakes in 
snappy repartee with Lewis. White 
and Peace continue to pack a 


punch that scores big returns for) 


their efforts. The lads are funny, 
dance well and work neatly with 


their boss; Peace especially in the | 
classic “Me and My Shadow”’ bit. | 
Other bits in which they are equal- | 
Charcoal | 


ly sock are “The 
Dancers,” a satire on the Cole 
Dancers and “The Woofenpoofs,” 
in which Lewis joins. 

Reed Sisters, working as a song 
trio and gal backdrop for Lewis 
are interlarded throughout the 
show and also do a snappy turn 
on own with a “Showboat” medley 
that gets over neatly. 

Hefty punch of layout is the 
French terp trio of Andre, Andree 
& Bonnie, in a mannequin dance 
routine that’s solid. 

Most of the old Lewis standbys 
are employed (during the melange, 


including “Just Around the 
Corner,” “Sunny Side of the 
Street,’ “A Million Memories,” 
“Great Big Beautiful Doll’ and 
“Tiger Rag’—some with, some 
without benefit of clarinet—but 
with Lewis always out in front 


punching every minute. On over- 
all, Lewis and his revue should 
lure plenty biz. Ted 


Swan Room. N. O. 
(HOTEL MONTELEONE) 
New Orleans, Sept. 12. 
Hank Fort, Pat McCaffrie, Danny 
Deane Orch (7); $2.50 minimum. 





Audience response to current 
layout in this class nitery is so en- 
thusiastic throughout that there’s 
no mistaking the appeal of the two- 
act bill. 

Top honors are shared by Hank 
Fort, a blonde’ songwriter and 
warbler with a Tennessee drawl, 
and Pat McCaffrie, versatile young 
comedian. 


Miss Fort is a dynamic performer | 


who sings and pounds the key- 
board for 30-minutes for maximum 
results. Tunes she sings are all 
her own compositions. She is nift- 
ily garbed and attractive, and her 
originals are handled with a 
twangy-punchy delivery for several 
encores. Room packed to capacity 
with Shriners here attending south- 
eastern convention. 

McCaffrie, playing his first en- 
gagement here, is a personable per- 
former with a smart sense of com- 
edy and an easy knack of getting 


the customers from walkon. His 
stuff is breezy and original. His | 


gags build steadily and with punch. | 


Danny Deane and his smooth orch 
have been heldover from previous 
show. 


for the dancers, and that’s what 
he does. Arrangements are com- 
paratively simple, revolving around 
foxtrot rhythms, although his ver- 
satile seven-man crew can also dish 
out the zingy Latin rhythms and 
torrid tunes. 


| Deane‘opens the show with a with his trio a few months ago, 1s the zigeuner style of inciting pash 
| Dixieland arrangement of “Honey- 


suckle Rose,” with the spotlight 

on his clarineting. Band also pro- 

vides neat backing for the pe: 
iUz. 


Cafe Society D’nt'n. N.Y. 


Erroll Garner Trio, Phil Napo- | 


terial number “Never Underesti- leon Orch (6); $3.50 minimum. 


mate the Power of a Woman.” Save | 
for a quickie perambulating ses- | 


sion with 
helps draw 


“Harvest Moon” which 
the audience momen- 


tarily into the act, it’s a straight | 


standup job all the way. 
Opener is the DeMattiazzis, fea- | 
turing the European “remote con- | 
trol doll dancers.” Routine is 
wisely held to a bare five minutes 
attracting considerable interest a: 
the stiff-legged movements of me- | 
chanical dolls are perfectly mim-| 
icked. Revelation that the dolls are | 
actually activated by the femme. 
half of the team comes as no great 
surprise but it’s so well done that | 
it earns a nice response. 
Show backing chore and music| 
for dancing is deftly handled by | 
Larry Green’s combo, making its | 
Coast bow with this date. Outfit | 
boasts a well-stocked library pur-| 
veyed in highly danceable style | 
through some effective arrange- | 
ments and the date will boost 
Green’s prestige in these parts | 
considerably. K 








Bal Tabarin, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 7. | 

Ted Lewis, Geraldine DuBois, | 
Reed Sisters, Paul White & Elroy | 
Peace, Andre, Andree and Bonnie, | 


Sol Klein Orch (14); cover $1. | 





Ted Lewis revue is a compound 
of nostalgia, slick timing and 
solid routining that pays off. 

Comedian’s commercial corn is 
as potent an applause-provoker as 
ever and he and his aides rack 
up solid returns on the 50-minute 
stanza. 

Flanked | by Shapely .Geraldine 

uBois and sock comedy duo ofi 


' bo comprises trombone, clarinet 





This Greenwich Village _ spot, 


, which has been among the more 


important showcases of jazz 
names comes up with a topflight 
layout currently. This bill is one 
for the cognescenti, with two in- 
strumental combos furnishing mu- 


| sic in two different jazz idioms 
’; without any other  floorshow 
| furbelows. 


Developing steadily for the last 
couple of years, Garner now is 
ready to take his place with the 
best of the jazz keyboard artists. 
Garner, flawleasly backed by 
bassist John Simmons and drum- 
mer Shadow Wilson, rolls out an 
extraordinary volume and variety 
of sounds from his piano. He has 
given up those superficial manner- 
isms which marked his earlier 
style and which now have been 
taken over by his imitators. Gar- 
ner now plays with a remarkable 
inventiveness, ranging from solid 
rhythms to an_ impressionistic 
liquidity in a phenomenal flow of 
tasteful sound patterns. Garner 
has to beg off in this spot even 
after a half-dozen encores. 

In the straight Dixie vein, Phil 
Napoleon's outfit plays with an ap- 
propriately driving beat. With 
Napoleon’s horn in the lead, com- 
bass, drums and piano and dishes 
up the two-beat standards with a 
rousing instrumentation. Numbers 
are delivered in the usual format 
of a round-robin of instrumental 
solos breaking out of the ensemble 


| jamming. Ruth Brown, billed. with 


Garner and Napoleon, failed to 
show for the opening night. 
Herm, 


Deane has found that the) 
payoff in band biz lies in playing | 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Sept: 15. 

Frankie Laine with Carl Fischer 
‘and Stan Kaye, Dave Barry, 
Gatos Trio, Chez Adorables (10), 
Cee Davidson Orch (10), Chico 
Rhumba Band (5); minimum $3.50; 
cover $1. 





The Chez Paree, after several 


from the recording field for an- 
other unusual sock attraction, 
Frankie Laine. While Laine played 
a Chicago bistro four years ago, it 
was just at his start of his climb 
to vocal heights, and at a fraction 
of his present salary. He carries 
the load of the new revue, over- 


shadowing the others with his 
rhythm singing. f 
His pacing and phrasing are. 


acute, changing abruptly, but never 
jarring. He socks across “I Left 
Her By the River St. Marie,” and 
follows in the same vein with 
“Georgia On My Mind.” Then 
rides “Black and Blue” and a Latin 
lilt to “Give Me a Kiss for Tomor- 
row.” 


His terrific sense of dramatics 
is sold in “Lucky Old Sun,” which 
almost has a reverent quality with 
the blacked-out room and the pin 
spot. Laine’s vocal and body plead- 
|ing is almost spiritual and he gets 
|a tremendous hand. “Wild Goose” 
jis a frantic, breathless thing and 


| he reprises his first disk hit, “My | 


Desire.” In answer to demands, 
he gags through “Mule Train.”’ For 
encore he speeds through “Shine.” 
| Carl Fischer on the piano does a 
slick backing job with Stan Kaye 
on the drums. 

Dave Barry has a weak opening 
in his dialect quickies, with the 
payoff being lost in many cases to 
large segment of seat-holders. How- 
ever, his takeoff of political types 


and his impression of a youngster | 


at a party are solid. Los Gatos 
Trio eontribs tumbling tricks at a 
jitterbug pace. They do some sen- 
sational pullups and_ three-high 
stunts to a rolloff finish. 

Dorothy Dorben’s Adorables has 
two new numbers, the first, “You 
Look Your Best in Love,” mainly 
a parade number setting off the 
whirling of soloist Margaret Bates 
who receives a neat hand. ‘Las 
Vegas” nas the chorus in cowgal 
outfits for a salute to that city. Cee 
| Davidson’s orech does its usually 
‘fine job and Chico combo takes 
over the rhumba sets. Zabe. 


Mermaid Room. N. Y. 
(PARK SHERATON HOTEL) 
Irving Fields Trio, Mimi 

ren, Ernestine Holmes; no 

mum, no cover. 


mini- 





In the year and a half since man- 
ager Neal Lang changed the policy 
of this room to straight instrumen- 
tal music with no minimum, cover 
or tax—with reportedly excellent 
business as a result—room has been 
playing small combos. Irving 
| Fields, who last played the room 


back for an indefinite stay, and he 
should draw plenty business. 

| Comprising Fields n_ piano, 
| Henry Sargent on bass and Mi- 
;chael Bruno on drums, trio makes 
|for excellent listening. Fields’ pi- 
ano achieves a full tone that fills 
| the room, and the two rhythm in- 
‘struments are closely attuned to 


| his style, providing neat accom-| 


|paniment. Fields is 
fingered type of player, getting the 
most sound possible out of his 
piano, yet he displays a surprising 
nimbleness in his phrasing. 
Sargent’s bass is strong and steady, 
and Bruno’s drumming is steady 
and on novelties, imaginative. 

Repertoire embraces jazz, pops, 
standards and Latinos. In a couple 
'of sets on opening night, he went 
all the way from ‘My Foolish 
Heart” and “Third Man Theme” to 
“Nola” and “Twelfth Street Rag.” 
| Music is for listening only, and it’s 
| arranged as such. 

Mimi Warren’s piano work and 
Ernestine Holmes on organ supply 
relaxing intermission music and 
/maintain a continuous-music policy. 
Both were repacted recently for an 
‘indefinite stay. 

Biz good, Chan, 





Minnesota Terrace 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Mirneapolis, Sept. 16. 
Phil Silvers (3), 
Farrell, Cecil Golly Orch (12) with 
Mildred Stanley; $1-$1.50 cover, 
$2.50 minimum. 








_Not counting a brief pinchhit- | 
ting stint for the late Rags Rag- | 
land at New York’s Copa, this is | 


'comedian Phil Silvers’ second sup- 


'per club engagement anywhere. | 


If the reception accorded him in 
this plush spot here is a criterion 
/his invasion of what thus may be 
called a new field for him promises 
,to be highly successful. He car- 
ries on in the same topdrawer fun- 
} making fashion that he has been 
i doing on the stage and in the 


Los | 


months of lesser fare, has drawn | 


War: | 


the heavy-' 


Rita & Alan} 


_ throughout 
| clicks with payees and gal gets a/ 
hefty assist from Johnny vallant) making its first appearance here, - 


, combo return for another season|the show 
_ and split music sets between shows| sic. A ‘full room at Saturday sup- 


Teeland, N. Y. 

Artie Shaw & His Gramercy Five 
with Terry Swope, 4 Jacks & a Jill 
Lanti & Nelson, Stan Erwin, Te 
Allison, Guy Martin Debutantes 
(6), Jack Palmer Orch (7); $2.50 
minimum, 


films and, accordingly, stacks up 
as an excellent bistro entertainer. 
He works hard and well, but, above 
‘all, wisely has provided himself 
with a cleverly conceived act, in- 
stead of tossing one together hap- 
hazardly. As a result, the custo- 
| mers get a real laugh run for their 
money and first-rate enjoyment. 
| Silvers’ material seems to sort 
calculated to evoke the utmost 
| audience response and he handles 
| it with adeptness. At supper show 
| Saturday night (16), he merited an 
, ovation. 

A combination of amusing song 
and patter, Silvers’ nitery act dur- 
ing its course enlists, at one time 
or another, the services of his own 
pianist accompanist, a stooge and 
Cecil Golly, Terrace maestro, to 
assist in the assault on risibilities. 
The funster commendably es- 
chews indigo stuff. 





| Iceland Restaurant’s decision to 
begin a name band policy is a 
questionable one in view of the 
fact that this bistro has been at- 
tracting the family trade for years. 
| Fact that biz in the past year or 
'so has fallen off is probably due 
| to the lower talent budget that’s 
| been in effect, but whether using 
}mame bands will hypo biz remains 
| to be seen. * 
First in under the new policy is 
| Artie Shaw, with a 1950 version 
of his old Gramercy Five. Group, 
| which comprises t gets on clarinet 
a ; E four standard rhythm, sounds 
Via song Silvers starts out by and foul at meas pee : 
informing the customers it de- | Senentintty _— with = = 
volves upon a person like him to an’ hile he aoe in hore he 
“get out and enlighten the people.” Th S bi naif Se, we - and. 
A lament about the fact that he| The big difference is in the actual 
wasn’t cast in hit musicals and| ™usic they play, and a minor 





. difference is that this group 
+ S Ss : M 
elgg “Ragged aaa’ bor eo Me pe = harpsichord, as the 
: ‘ 46 +, | Old one did. 

snatches of “Oklahoma, Annie | ® , ; 
Get Your Gun” and “South Pacific” | as in the Pan ee oer 
song hits—clever parodying and|‘the unit strives for unusua 
travesty rhythm tones and phrasing to back 
et | Shaw's fluid clarinet. Opening 


Silvers and his accompanist en- 
gage in a bit of amusing give-and- f 
take patter before the comedian | ° 


lampoons Nelson Eddy. A “Guide | rhythmical phrasing is evident. 
to Show Business” in song pre-| Other instrumentals are How 


oP nen with lly.| High the Moon” and a couple of 
cedes comedy business with Goll; numbed tte 


; is into a vocal | Progressive-styled | 
a —, York night essentially good listening, with all 
life with “visits” to various bis-| Personnel experienced and well- 
tros and Silvers utilizing various | drilled musicians, but this group 
dialects and using a stooge to good | Somehow seems to lack the drive 
effect. the old one had. Shaw brings on 

Displaying his versatility, Silvers | vocalist Terry Swope, who 
takes a whirl at the clarinet and | dentally, until recently was the 
clowns with the band. There’s| girl singer with the 4 Jacks and a 
nostalgia as he tells of his Holly-| Jill, who are also on the bill, to 
wood friends and chirps about? sing “Bewitched” and “I Love the 
“That Old Gang Of Mine” in his | Guy.” Girl is a looker and has a 
youth on New York’s East Side | good voice and smooth delivery. 
when he played cops and robbers | Actually, the bill here comprises 
“with real cops” and slept in door-| two shows. Shaw follows a one- 
ways. They’re engaging and smile- | hour variety bill with a half-hour 
producing memories. A big load | session, making a total running 
of laughs has been delivered be-|time of an hour and one-half, far 
fore Silvers begs off. | too long. Bill opens with a produc- 

Rita and Alan Farrell, youthful | tion number by the Guy Martin 
dance team, score with tap ballets,| Debutantes, a good-looking line 
spins and whirls and various un- | that’s nicely costumed. In this and 
usual routines. The topper, how- | the two other production numbers, 
ever, is a revival of dances of 25| they don’t do much in the way of 
years ago with comedy trimmings. | dancing, but that’s secondary any- 
| The Golly orchestra and Mildred | way. | 
'Stanley’s singing, as usual, get| Lanti & Nelson (New Acts) 
heavy approbation. Rees. follow with an okay dance routine, 
| cippuaciaianaiaibapons and Ted Allison (New Acts), who 
eee , , sings the opening production num- 
| Wey lin Room, N. Y. ber, comes on again as a single. 

(HOTEL WEYLIN) 4 Jacks and a Jill, who have been 

Rudy Barron Orch (6); no cover,! playing theatre and nitery dates 
no minimum. recently after a couple of years 
on radio, impress as a vocal group. 
| The Weylin Room has become! Their staging is excellent, and 
‘one of the favored dinner and|choice of songs, while not dis- 
‘after-theatre spots around town./ tinguished, lends to their vocal 
It’s an atmospheric room almost ex- | setup. Arrangements are good, but 
clusively with candlelighting pre-| solos for the girl should be elimi- 
dominating. nated, for while possessing a good 
| For entertainment, it’s adopted voice for harmonizing with the 

| boys, she doesn’t register alone. 
with Rudy Barron’s all-femme | Final act is comie Stan Erwin 
'string ensemble. This quintet of «New Acts), who emcees the bill. 
‘lookers in back of Barron have|. Backing by Jack Palmer Orch 
‘some excellent arrangements. The, is a bit too loud, but otherwise 
Alt Wien and gypsy airs float | okay. Orch alternates with Gram- 
through the room in a manner that | ery Five for good dance sets. 
compels listening and creates a Chan, 
glowing mood for the customers. 
| At the conclusion of a turn on 
the bandstand, Barron and four 
of the girls wander around the 
room dispensing music. Through 
this migratory stint, arrangements 
aren’t lost and there’s the feeling 
of individual attention without los- | 
ing the mass touch. | 

These capers appear to be the 
strongest policy the room _ has 
latehed onto. After a variety of 
; formats, the Weylin has found a 
‘formula that’s filling the spot. 
Jose. 


number is an Afro-Cuban version 
“Besame Mucho,” in which the 











Flame Room, Mols. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Sept. 13. 


John Sebastian (2), Eddie Caie« 
den’s Orch. (8); $2.50 minimum. 








This is the second engagement 
of John Sebastian in this plushy 
room and he again triumphs with 
his splendid musicianship and sly, 
dry humor. The combination of top 
drawer musical artistry and excev- 
tional comedit ability, so infre- 
quently found in an individual per- 
former, once more makes for easy 
sailing. And, as before, his per- 
formance on the harmonica affords 
a treat for the ear and his amusing 
introductory remarks for his num- 
bers and his single excursion into 
pantomime, so skillfully handled, 
| With the smart opening last tickle the ris‘bilities. 

Thursday (14) of newcomer Susan} “Ritual Fire Dance” is a stirring 
Wayne, the Ritz tees off in trim) musical starter. In true virtuoso 
fashion and sets a pace that augurs fashion, Sebastian then makes his 
well for the upcoming season. ‘harmonica an instrument of sym- 

Miss Wayne offers a diversified | phonic proportions as he gives his 
program that pleases. Petite song- | interpretations of such numbers as 
stress leads off with a sad song | “Estralida” and “Turkish March.” 
about Paris setting a mood that is, His conception of how various or- 
typical of the Gallic chirpers who | chestras and maestros would ren- 
are crowding this side of the At-|der “St. James Infirmary” is a 
lantic. In direct contrast to this, | blues masterpiece and socko. His 
she switches to “Man Around the|pantomimie talent finds expres- 
House” mixing the torch stuff ef-|sions in a welcome repeat of a 
fectively with a few comic twists | business magnéte enjoying—with 
but her followup, “It Never En- | difficulty—the mastication of a pea- 
tered My Mind hardly seems | nut butter sandwich and again it’s 
adapted to her particular vocal | good for solid laughs. Albert Mal- 
style. Appearance and manner | ber, his own pianist, lends fine sup- 

25-minute session’ port. 


Ritz Cafe. Montreal 
(RITZ CARLTON HOTEL) 
Montreal, Sept. 16. 


Susan Wayne with Johnny Gal- 
lant, Joe Settano Trio; cover $1. 

















at the piano. The smooth Settano proves a first-rate unit for playing. 


and providing dance mu- 


with Gallant, Newt. |per show, Reés. 


inci-_ 


The Eddie Camden orchestra, 


MP yt 
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Bop City, N. Y. 

“The Jazz Train,” musical revue 
written and directed by Mervyn 
Nelson; original music, Fletcher 
Henderson; choreography, Herbert 
Harper; featuring Leslie Scott, The 
Chocolateers, Irene Williams, Earl 
Bostic, Ann Lewis, Red Allen, Rose 
Hardaway, 
$2.50 minimum, 
sion. 


98c general admis- 





Having run through all the top 
names in jazz in all idioms from 
“progressive” sounds back to bed- 
rock Dixie rhythms, this spot is 
now taking a fling at musical re- 
vues for a change of pace. With 
current show, packaged by the Mu- 
<ic Corp. of America, as the teeoff, 
this experiment looks promising as 
a solid b.o. draw. 

“Jazz Train” ise being staged as 
, series of song and dance sketches 
tied together with a commentary 
purportedly aimed at giving 4 
once-over-lightly history of Negro 
musie in America. Some of the nar- 
ration is pretentious but the revue 
is played by a talented group of 
voung singers and hoofers who In- 
fuse plenty of lite and color into 


t , 
“Maybe the hepsters won't go for 
this lavout, but there’s plenty of 
sex appeal in an old-fashioned un- 
draped way for the touring fire- 
men. In fact, this show is loaded 
with ecooch packaged with a semi- 
arty tone that removes the “peep 
show” taint. Accent on the wild 
and primitive antics predominated 
in the early sketches, “Congo” and 
“Strange Mood,” which was al- 
legedly rooted in the jungle back- 
ground of jazz. 

Revue was mainly earried by a 
group of excellent performers who 
starred in each sketch. Leslie 
Scott, in the key role as narrator, 
does a firstrate job of vocalizing 
the special material written by 
Fletcher Henderson and J. C. 
Johnson. Irene Williams, as a blues 
singer, delivers in an individual, 
though slightly undeveloped style 
that promises a big future. Ann 
Lewis also scores strongly in a 
couple of impressions of Bessie 
Smith and Ethel Waters. 

The Chocolateers sock across 
several low comedy routines in ad- 
dition to their usually slick acro- 
batic hoofing. This team is the 
show's individual standout item 
but they are neatly integrated into 
the general pattern. Others who 
deliver strongly in solo bits are 
songstress Ann Lewis, dancer Rose 
Hardway, trumpeter Red Allen and 
drummer Buddy Gilmore. Show 
runs for slightly more than 70 min- 
utes but plavs at a fast pace. 
Fletcher Henderson skillfully 
backs the show with a fine group 
of instrumentalists. . 

Between shows, Earl Bostic’s 
combo delivers hot music in the 
boppified style. Bostic, incidentally, 
also is part of the main show, de- 
livering a long, hot sax chorus 
that sets the place jumping. 

Herm. 





Peaeock Court. S. F. 
(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) 


San Francisco, Sept. 13. 
Dorothy Shay, Griff Williams’ 
Orch (13); cover, $1.50, $2. 


Dorothy Shay drew capacity at 
the Peacock Court and was given 
an Ovation as she completed her 
50-minute song session. Griff Wil- 
liams’ music-making was also ap- 
preciated, 

Miss Shay ran through her fa- 
miliar sock tunes and added a few 


’ 


leeing off with “Why Don’t Some- 


one Marry Mary Ann,” which hit | 
the right slant from the start. she | 


moved on to the punchy “Treat Me 
in the Style to Which I am Ac- 
customed,” which gleaned a solid 
hand, and then “Two Gun Harry 


from Tucumcari.” “Agnes Clung,” | 


I've Been to Hollywood.” “I’m in 
Love 
ishing 
and “It’s the Little Things That 
¢ ount. As encores the old relia- 

les “Feudin’” and “Uncle Fud” 

score heftily. 
, Williams orch, with its three fid- 
dle, three sax, three brass and 
three rhythm, plus Williams at the 
Piano, _backs the “Park Avenue 
Hillbillie” niftily and also does 
Okay on the dance sets. Ted. 





Oval Room. Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
; Boston, Sept. 14. 
Carl Brisson with Dick Lewis at 
Piano, Ranny Weeks Orch (11): 
minimum $1.50, $2. ; 





Making his first appearance here 
nm several seasons, Carl Brisson 
Stresses charm, 


showmanship, 
impeccable tails and top hat. He 
Scores solidly from walkon and 
tiroughout the 50-minute stint. 
Opening with his trademark, “I 
Bring a Little White Gardenia,” 
the entertainer unwraps a varied 





line; Earl Bostic Orch; | 


new ones to round out the picture. | 


With a Married Man,” “Fin- | 
School,” “Love Isn't Born,” | 


_ Personality and | 
highlighted by the. 


| repertoire, displaying the unique 
| ability of making each tune a 
| Story rather than just another 
; song. Actually, it is this flair for 

dramatics plus the warmth and 
| Slyness of his Continental-type 
| delivery that makes him such a 
| fave with the cafe set. 

Using a portable mike, Brisson 
wanders around the floor, sits on 
the back of a chair, or on the 
'piano, sometimes winding up a 
number standing on the chair, but 
no matter where or how he does 
it, the ringsiders love it. Sing- 
ing mostly standards associated 
with him, “Just For Laughs,” “A 
Little Manicurist.” ‘A Double 
Martini” and ‘While I Smoke a 
Cigarette,” at one point he includes 
community singing of “Oh, You 
Beautiful Doll” and “Goodnight, 
Irene” aided by the ringsiders. A 


reprise of songs he introed in pix, | 


“Cocktails For Two,’ “Isle of 
Capri” and “I Kiss Your Hand 
Madame” wound up the solid stint 
for a beg-off at show caught. Neat 
piano backgrounding by Dick Lew- 
is adds to niftv overall effect. 
Ranny Weeks orch. back again 
on bandstand, furnishes neat ac- 
companiments and slick rhythms 
for customer dancing. Biz solid. 
Elie. 


Plantation Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL DIXIg) 
Airlane Trio; no cover, no mini- 
Pade. 





Since Al Trace and his band 
played this room four years ago 
and the management subsequently 


abandoned a dancing policy, an 
organist alternating with an ac- 
cordionist has been the only en- 


tertainment the bistro has offered. 
Now, despite continuation of the 
no-dancing policy, the hotel 


‘ftitidentally, alternated with Trace 
at the time he played there, into 
the room in the hope of hypoing 
business. 

Trio, which played the room on 
and off for about three years be- 
fore 1946, comprises leader Tony 
Lane on _ guitar, 
organ and Ralph Prince on ac- 
cordion. Trio plays mostly requests 
from the patrons, mixing rhythm 
adaptations of classics and semi- 
classics, current pops, and stand- 
ards. On night caught, unit leaned 
heavily on their own 


weren't too many customers due 
to the High Holy Days. 

Melody line is carried alternate- 
ly by the organ and the accordion, 
with guitar furnishing 
When organ plays melody, accordi- 


on helps on rhythm. However, when | 


accordion carries the melody, or- 
gan either gives chordal 
ground and fills phrases, or plays 
rhythm. 

Result is easy listening. Group 
offered in a sample set ‘“Liebes- 
traum,” “It Had to Be You,” Sig- 
mund Romberg’s “Serenade,” 
|“Sometime,” “Goodnight Irene,” 
'“Donkey Serenade,” “My Blue 
| Heaven,” “Miserlou” and “The 
| Minute Waltz.” Chan. 

! 
| 


| Vine Gardens. Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Barton Bros. (3), Judy Talbot, 
Folie Miller, Mel Cole Band (4); 
minimum $3.50. 





Barton Bros. are the chief lure 
in current bill at this nabe nitery 
and should pull heavy patronage. 
Trio projects Yiddish songs and 
comedy material almost exclu- 
sively. This may got hold well with 
the nabe trade, but they’re local 
faves and should attract plenty biz. 

Brothers score from opening with 
some comic western patter in dia- 
lect, move on td standard im- 
preshes of Arthur Godfrey, Peter 
Lorre, and Groucho Marx. It’s not 
until their comic Yiddish songs, 
however, that the heavy yocks 
take hold. “Joe and Paul” and 
“Troubles,” both in Jewish and 


/ With some hilarious English trans- | 


lations tossed in, reap lusty re- 
sponse. Closer is the lament, 
“Where Can I Go,’ which would 
seem to fit anywhere in the stint 
but at the end. 

Thrush Judy Talbot warbles in 
a pleasant Manner, running 
through oldies for the most part. 
Her “Bill,” ‘Mickey,’ “Char- 
maine,” and particularly, “I Wish 
You Were Jealous of Me,” 


' does 10 numbers, all atop a piano. 

Tapster Folie Miller rounds out 
bill with some okay hoofing to 
nice band. Jack Barton of comedy 


| team handles emcee chores in okay | 


|fashion. However, opening the 
show with solo comic stint, which 
runs 15 minutes, would have been 
better left out. Despite the fact 
that the material is often funny, 
, Barton’s cold opener slows show 
considerably. Much better if Miss 
| Miller came on ahead of Barton 
_to give bill some pacing. Backing 
,is handled by Mel Cole in neat 
' fashion, Met. 


has | 
brought the Airlane Trio, which, | 


Nick Stella on) 


. classical | 
adaptations, mainly because there | 


rhythm. | 


back- | 


all | 
}conae off in good fashion. Singer | 


400 Casino, Albany 


Albany, Sept. 15. 


Fran Warren, Susan _ Brooks, 
|Ready & Eileen, Ken Barry, Morey 
| Small, Flame Durelle, Mildred Ray 
Girls (12), Henny Sidman Orch; 
minimum $3, $3.50. 


| With current layout Herman 
| Halpern is making his most ambi- 
tious effort to give the Albany area 
|a chass nitery featuring top enter- 
|tainment. Opening bill, whieh 





| brought in Fran Warren for four. 


days, is undoubtedly the most ex- 
| pensive that has been presented in 
a theatre-resgsaurant here during 
| the past two decades. With a string 
'of name bands and smart singles 
signed for the coming weeks,- and 
with the large sum sunk into the 
remodeling, enlarging and beautify- 
ing of the old Barbara Coast Club, 
Halpern is taking a gamble of 
magnitude. He believes the up- 
state and adjacent area, reached 
via heavy newspaper advertising 
and a nightly radio program from 
Casino WPTR, will respond to the 
best in after-dark divertisment. 

Local observers, admitting they 
do not know whether Halpern’s op- 
timism will prove justified, applaud 
his courage. The opening (14) drew 
capacity—reported to be 520. De- 
spite difficulties—notably in am- 


plification and probably corrected | 
since—second show moved swiftly, | 


clinched by Miss Warren’s solid 20- 
minute next-to-closer stint. Singer, 
who recently drew record business 
in “Finian’s Rainbow” at the Sara- 


toga Summer Theatre, obviously 
attracted many of the first-night 
Casino attendees. They gave her 


undivided attention—a courtesy 
which unfortunately all did not ex- 
tend to the other performers. 


Dimming room lights and focus- 
ing three-spots on Miss Warren was 
a smart move by Halpern, who 
| graciously introduced her. 
used three different types of micro- 
phone before abandoning them— 


with audience approval—for the | 
final numbers. Insistent applause 
stretched singer’s skein to eight, 


‘emphasis being on ballads and a 
ismartly arranged modernized ver- 
sion of “Take Me Out To the Ball 
Game,” plus a “Finian” tune. In 
good voice and high fettle, the 
warmly vibrant gal held them all 
the way. Clicked solidly. 

Dizzying kicks, flips and spins 
come from blond Susan Brooks in 
a strikingly presented ‘Feathers 
'and Fashion” routine. She works 
‘at breathless speed to catch and 
hold the diners. Ready & Eileen 


| also score in a fast moving, superb- | 


ily executed terp turn. It includes 
a brief striptease by the duo as 
they tap. and wind with a clever 
drunk dance. Considering’ the 
small stage, the dance acts and line 
|of girls deserve kudos for adept 
|; maneuvering. 

| Flame Durelle, attractively 
| dressed blonde, suffered from am- 


| plification trouble at the start of, 


er singing; she managed to over- 
/come this somewhat. Leading a 
!South American number later, Miss 
|Durelle hit her stride. Morey 
| Small’s rendition of a Cole Porter 
|mediey and “Mr. Music’ regist- 
ered. Ken Barry did only straight 
introductions until he went into 
story telling grabbed laughs, which 
‘might have built if the audience 
|were quieter. Mildred Ray Girls 
,are lookers, niftily costumed, who 
| get over neatly in production num- 
' bers. Henry Sidman’s five-piece 
band backs show expertly. 

Jaco. 





Marine Room. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Lillian Brooks, Keith Knight, 
Dorothy Hild Ballet, Bill Snyder 
Orch (13); $2.50 minimum. 








With its current show operation 
has moved indoors from 
mer roost on the Beachwalk and in- 
to the Marine Dining Room, which 
apparently 
| wrought. 
Hild. in what appears to be a 
hastily whipped 
‘straight terping, has patterned the 
present set-up along book-show 
lines. Miss Hild has attempted to 
base her ballet numbers on Maestro 


Bill Snyder’s own compositions and | 


current waxings. Not only is there 
an absence of a central theme to 
tie 
gether, but the choreographer sim- 
consequence, sans the 


,grace or movement she_ usually 
| manages to prod from her femmes. 


Brooks cuts through the huge slice 
of terping with some lush vocaliz- 
ing. Singer gives forceful rendi- 
tions of “What Is This Thing,” 
“Somebody Loves Me.” and others, 
all of which are perfect for her 
throaty delivery. 

Snyder, who has moved into this 


| bolster. 
| As something of a lift, and to 
nifty mitting, chirper Lillian 


She | 


its sum-| 
isn’t the only change | 
Choreographer Dorothy | 
up package of, 


the production numbers to-| 


ply has her troupe terping to little | 
customary | 


While this falls short of the mark, | 
show could be shaped up nicely, 
by bringing in another act for a. 


| aia for a seven week run prior to| 


a New York Paramount stand, is 





88’ing. Leader has cut down his. 
| instrumentation for this room, us- 
|ing a three brass. three rhythm, 
|four reed, three fiddle set-up. He 
has little to do but reprise his cur- 
rent diskings of “Bewitched,” “My | 
| Silent Love,” the fastie ‘“Choppin’ 
| Up Chopin,” and his upcoming 
| disk, “Black Orchid.” Band is high- | 
_ly listenable and shows some jump, 
‘feeling on show numbers, in spite - 
;of the sweetish instrumentation. | 
| What scoring is necessary for the’ 
‘show Snyder handles in good fash- | 
|ion, while Keith Knight is okay on. 
production narration. Mel. 





| Oasis. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 
Billie Holiday, Scat Man Car- 
ruthers, Lee Young Orch (5); ad- 
mission $1.25. 





This Southside spot is the jazz 
sanctuary in Los Angeles and its 
layouts are aimed at followers of 
that idiom. Consistently a user of 
big name talent, the spot long ago 
hit a high level of business and 
has maintained it pretty steadily. 
Current layout, however, may 
prove to be something of a wall- 
bulger. a 

The lure is Billie Holiday—and a | 
Lady Day date is a must to the 
followers of jazz. She doesn’t dis- 
appoint, dishing a 20-minute show 
that never sags or gets square. Ca- 
pacity firstnight crowds at the three 


shows knew what they wanted, 
asked for it—and got it. Singer 
introed only one number, “You 


Gotta Show Me,’’-which looks like 
it will quickly become a Holiday 
| classic. Remainder of the stint re- 
| prises the numbers with which she 
has been identified for some time, 
all chanted for maximum effect in 
the pure Holiday style. And she 
| gets genérally good backing from 
the Lee Young orch, altho the quin- 
tet intruded at times during the 
stint. 


| Seat Man Carruthers gets the 
|layout underway with ° trio of 
{numbers which register well. 

| Kap. 


| across 


Buttery. Chi 

| (AMBASSADOR WEST HOTEL) 
| Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Phil Gordon, Ralph Rotgers Orch 
' (4); $3.50 minimm. 





| Phil Gordon is making his an- 
nual return to this small chi chi 
room, making the third of a series 
|of Freudian fable spinners. Pianist- 
| singer, however, is the first of his 
‘type here and has built up an es- 
|tablished audience for the fables 
of the wayward miss, misfortunes 
of oysters, and some other tunes 
not familiar to the kindergarten 
set. 

For the few, who seemingly are 
not in the know, singer makes_ 
'things fairly plain, if not blunt, | 
in several lines. 
| Peculiarly enough he gets his 
| biggest hand with the oldies, “Lady 
is A Tramp,” “Someone To Watch 
‘Over Me.” and “There’s Nothing 
| Like A Dame.” Youthful lad has 
an infectious personality. - backed 
by a Southern drawl, which reg- | 
_isters strong in a Dixieland medley. | 
, On the pianoing, he shows a strong 
flair on the boogie passages. ; 
| Ralph Rotgers is going into his | 
second six-month period with four. 
| piece combo doing a noble job. 
| Leader blows a fine, sharp trumpet 
{and piano, which establishes the 
lead in decisive style. Book here 
leans heavily in the Latin Ameri- 
can department, with Rotgers oc- 
-casionally taking over the bongo 
drums. Zabe. 


' 
| 


} 
} 
} 
| 





, . : } 
Swiss Chalet. Chi | 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) | 


Tito Guizar Lee Morgan, Jerry 
‘Glidden Orch (5); minimum $2.50, 
‘cover 80c. 


In booking Tito Guizar this 
room careens from its policy oj 


low budget entertainment, and as 
it stands all indications are that 
the switch might pay off. Although | 
there is a conscious effort to keep 
the room on a Swiss kick, Guizar 
seems out of place only on reper- 
toire. Otherwise he’s perfect for 
the small floor. He has a refresh- 
ing personality, clowns with the pa- 
trons, and gets across with the 
nitery’s predominately older crowd. 

Singer's idior is romantic La- 
tin tunes, to which he _ provides. 
own guitar accompaniment. His! 
“Linda Mujer,” ‘‘La Paloma,” and 
“Guadalajara,” and others of the 
same ilk, jell nicely. Guiaar keeps 
‘em attentive all the way, begging 
off after several encores. 

The perennial male yodeler in 
| this room also has been forsaken. | 
| This time it’s femme Lee Morgan | 
| doing the piping. Chirper, garbed 
in Tyrolian costume, gets neat | 
mitting with some Swiss melodies. | 
Jerry Glidden orch has danceable. 


| 


‘order for room, Mel. 


spotted off the podium for his lead 


“a = cutie 
' Capets made up like pussycats and 


| some amazing lifts and spins. 


, five-man unit which seems made to \ announcements 





Ice Review 











Ice Capades of 1951 
(THE GARDENS, PITT) 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 
John H. Harris and Arena Man- 
agers Assn. production of ice. re- 
vue in two acts and 17 scenes, Di- 
rected by John H. Harris; dances, 
Chester Hale, Rosemarie Stewart 
and Robert Dench; -costumes, Billy 
Livingston; seeneru,. Richard. N, 
Jackson; musical direction, Jeri D. 
Mayhall, assis‘e i by. Fran Frey and 
Leon Rosebrook.. At The Gardens, 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 11; $3.75 top. 


Cast: Donna Atwood, Bobby 
Specht, Orrin” Markhus, Irma 
Thomas (The Old Smoothies), 


Ruby & Bobby Maxson, Gil & Tuffy 
McKellen, Ken Mullen & Eddie 
Raiche, Larry ackson & Bernie 
Lynam, Jeanne Sook & Teddy Ro- 
man, Patti Phillippi, Alan Konrad, 


Helen Davidson Johnny Letten- 
garver, Trixie. Esco LaRue, Don 
Bearson, Joseph Setta. Maru Lou 
Landreville, Paul Castle, Nadine 


Jackson, Frank St. Amant, Randy 
Kent, Ice Cepets (48) and Ice 
Cadets (16) 





If 1951 edition isn’t just about 
the best of the various “Ice Ca- 
pades” vet, it’ll come mighty close. 
Latest of John H. Harris’ winter 
wonderlands is a lush spectacle, 
beautifully skated, costumed at a 


| king’s ransom and unveiling some- 


thing brand new on ice. This year 
Harris has invaded the operetta 
field and come up with a con- 
densed version of Sigmund Rom- 
berg’s “Student Prince” that opens 
untold fields. for these frosted 
pageants. 

Just as he did with Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs” last season, Harris has 
had the songs and dialog recorded 
and they’re skillfully synchronized 
to the movements of the silver 
bladesters on the rink. “Prince” 
runs over half an hour \and is in 
six scenes, all of them 
bridged to still get the story idea 
while concentrating, of 


course, on the Romberg tunes. 


| Donna Atwood as Kathy and Bobby 
| Specht as the Prince skate it with 
| Story-book 
' whole 


(1 imagination and the 
v miniature’s an eye-filling 
job and an altogether neat one. 


| Certainly the click of “The Stu- 


dent Prince’’—audiences at The 
Gardens are eating it up—means 
a limitless horizon for these frozen 
extravaganzas and removes them 
for all time from the strict cate- 
gory of vande on ice. 

Other big numbers in “Ice Ca- 
pades” measure up, too. “East 
Indian Fantasy” has a couple of 
crack skaters in Helen Davidson 
and Alan Konrad, and it’s neatly 
done in the modern dance school, 
under the direction of Beatrice 
Kraft. “Kittens on the Blades” is 
with well-trained Ice 


the precision wagging of the tails 
as girls form a line clear across 
the ice a neat bit. “Raggedy Rhy- 
thm” is done entirely in masques, 
and mighty effective, with Dis- 
ney’s Chip ’n’ Dale and Little 
Chip giving it a sock finish. “Lights 
and Shadows” has the most lavish 


| costumes in the show and permits 


Miss Atwood and Specht to demon- 
strate again why they're of ice- 
dom’s royalty and the finale, “The 
South American Way,” is a riot 
of good-neighbor color and move- 
ment. 

Comedy is well-hancled by Mec- 
Kellen Bros. and team of Larry 
Jackson & Bernie Lynam, all of 
whom are. skillful skaters and 


| erack clowns, and among the new- 


comers to the cast, Jeanne Sook 
& Teddy Roman score solidly with 
Mul- 
len & Raiche have improved on 
their spectacular acrobatic tricks 
and Trixie, after couple of seasons 
in ice shows at Center Theatre, 


N. Y., has come back to “Ice 
Capades” to bang out her usual 
‘session of sock juggling. Alan 


Konrad gets a second-act solo spot 
that he turns into a session of 
skating thrills and Orrin Markhus 
& Irma Thomas *The Old Smooth- 
ies) stop the show cold, as usual, 
with their winning routine. The 
Maxsons are a cute couple who 
have a nice production idea, “The 
Disk Jockey and the Girl,” to get 
them on; Esco LaRue, Mary Lou 
Landreville and Joseph Setta have 
a slapstick session adapted from 
LaRue’s old vaude dance act that’s 
over big; diminutive Pau) Castle 
pulls off some terrific leaps and 
Patti Phillippi kicks up her heels 
in a lively rhythm number. Pre- 
cision number of Johnny Letten- 
garver and Don Bearson is an early 
eye-opener and later Lettengarver 
shows the class that got him on 
the last Olympic team. 

Whole show gets a crack musical 
accompaniment from Jeri D. May- 
hall and Randy Kent handles the 
effectively. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 20, 1950 





Hotel Taft Versailles 








(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Para 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20 





whether full or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


’ in parentheses Indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent) 
aD teow & mount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 


| waith Piaf 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Orc 
Village Barr 
Gefry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker 
Mons. Choppy } 
Kanazawa 3 
Harrison & Fisher 
Napoleon Reed 
Naaman Ders 


Art Waner Ore David. Blight 
Penthouse Village Vanguard 

Paul Taubman R Dyer-Bennet 

Riviera Marie Young 

Billy Deniels 


Charlotte Rae 
Clarence Williams 3 


Waldorf-Astorie 


Paul Gilbert 
Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 








NEW YORK CITY Sherman Hayes Ore 


Capitol (tL) 21 
Nore Morales Ore 
Hal Le Roy 
Phil Foster 
Rosita Serrano 
Edwards Bros 


Music Hall (1) 21 
Glen Burriss 
George Dye: 

G & F Szony 
Jessica Ha!lst 
Nonchalants 

Corps de Ballet ; 
Rockettes 

Sym Ore 


Palace (R) 21 
7 & F Valiett 
Maria Neglia 
D’Arco & Gee 
Gibsons 
Billy Gilbert 
3 to fill 
Paramount (P 
Pony Pastor Orc 
De Marco Sis 
Son & Sonny 
Myron Cohen 

Roxy (1) 
Mindy Carson 

& J Kean 
Mr. Ballantine 
Carol Lynne 
Phil Romayne 
Brandt Sis 

Strand (W) 

Harvest Moon 

Winners 
3 Stooges 
Florian Zaback 


20 


22 





Maxellos 
Apolle (i) 22 

Calvin Boze 
Anita O’Day 
Ravens 

BANGOR 
Bijou (P) 22 only 
Asvium of Horrors 

BATH 
Opera House (P) 20 
only 
oL 


Asylum Horrors 
BU L 
Paramount (P) 21 
D Martin & J Lewis 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Perry Bros 
Barr & Estes 
Marilyn Maxwell 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 22 
Tlona Massey 
Gary Morten 
Charioteers 
3 Dunhills 
Oriental 
Janis Paige 
Sheldon Fisher 
Bobby Joyce & 


(i) 22 





| Temple 





COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 21-24 
4 Das 
Reddingtons 
Walters & 
Priscilla 
Al Gordons Dogs 
Ryan & McDonald 
Yonely 
Helen Kane 
Lee Davis 
Kim Yen Soo 
FORT FAIRFIELD 
Paramount (P) 26 
only 
Asvlum Horrors 
HOULTON 
(P) 25 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 22 
T & M Conine 
Don Cummins 
Nora Toomey 


| R Cathoun & L 


Baron 

Sugar Chile 
Robinson 
ROCHESTER 
Loews (LL) 20 

3 Suns 

A & D Russell 

Jerry Colonna 

H & W Bell 
ROCKLAND 

Park (P) 21 only 

Asylum of Horrors 


UTICA 
Stanley (W) 26-28 
Martez & Lucia 
P Hill & I. Delma 
Berk & Hallow 


Phil Brito 

Wally Brown 

Appletons 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 21 

4 Moroccans 

Claire Hogan 

Johnny Morgan 

Di Gatanos 

| Howard (i) 22 

Duke Ellington Orc 

Bobby “Tables” 
Davis 

Co-ops 

Dusty Fletcher 
WATERVILLE 

Haines (P) 23 only 

Asylum of Horrors 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (R) 25-27 

Reddingtons 

Walters & 


Priscilla 
Al Gordon’s Dogs 
Ryan & McDonald 
Yonely 


Ginger Helen Kane 
P Remos & Toy Lee Davis 

oys 'Kim Yen Soo 

AUSTRALIA 

MELBOURNE Phillip Tappin 

Tivoll (1) 18 | Wim de Jong 
Guus Brox & June Lindgren 

Myrna Jacques Cartaux 
M & H Nesbitt Jimmy Elder 
Wally Boag Joe Whitehouse 
Babs Mackinnon | Alice Bronimann 
Marquis & Family Cissy Trenholm 
Detroy 
Chevalier Bros, Tivoli (1) 18 
Tieana Sazova Arthur Askey 
Rob Murray Valerie Tandy 
Eugene’s Ballet Roy Royston 
Celebrity Octette | Gil Johnson 

ERTH Charles Norman 

His Majesty’s (1) 18 Ray Johnson 
Armand Perren | Audrey Jeans 
Marion Davies Charles Rolfe 
Elimar Bobby Mack 
Devine & King Wilma Harrison 


Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 


—— 


Frank Thring 
Ernest Maxin 


Marika Saary Anthea Askey 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Jimmy Edwards 
Hippodrome (1) 18 Joy Nichols 
Jane Dick Bentley 
Del Monico Costello Twins 
Dancers Nino Wonder Dog 
Nixon & Dixon St. Clair & Day 
Francis Duncan 3 Bassi 
Lennox 3 Peter Grant 
Wilson Keppel & | Patricia Hartley 
Betty Bobby Beaumont 
Erikson BOSCOMBE 
Joe Black | Hippodrome (1) 18 
BIRMINGHAM Billy Whitaker 
Hippodrome (M) 18 Mimi Law 
Hal Monty \B & M Clayton 
Johnny Denis Co (|C Fairweather 
Venue | Phil Lester 
Rosemary Andree | Pat Hagen 


Flack & Lucas 
Margerita & 
Charles 
Kirk Stevens 
Zio Angels 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand ()) 18 
Josef Locke 
Jack Radcliffe Co, 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Joan Stuart 
F & J Grey 
Larry Drew 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Opera House (1) 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Jerry Desmonde 
Terry Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 
5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 
Palace (t) 18 
Moreton & Kaye 
Stump & Stumpy 
Clifford Stanton 
Canfield Smith 
Harvards 
Joan Hinde 
Society 4 
Terry 
Tower Circus (1) 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co. 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co. 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 


18 


Laconas 

Jimmy Scott 

Annettes 
Circusettes 

Bak ombes 

WINTER 
Pavilion () 18 


8) 


Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 
Debs 
Terry’s Juveniles 
BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 18 
Ossie Morris 
Dan Donavon 
George Tuzzi 
Anne Adrian 
Ken Wilson 
Teress Waters 
Frank Davison 
| Frank James 
Welcome Choir 
Girls 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 18. 
Anton Karas 
Michael Howard 
Johnny Lockwood 
Steve Conway 
Janet Brown 
Edward Victor 
3 Le Roys 
Sheilah 
Jerry & Mandy 
EAST HAMPTON 
Palace (1) 18 
Billy Thorburn 
Arthur English 
Rondart 
Arthur & Nadia 
{Shaun Glenville 
| EDINBURGH 
| Empire (M) 18 
| Johnny Lawson 3 
Will Mahoney 
Levanda & Van 
Adrian & Spero 
| George Meaton 
Sirdani 
Annell & Brask 
| Bobbie Kimber 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 18 
John Tiller Girls 
| 6 Seymour 
Madhatters Bd 
Scott & Foster 





GARDEN B & A Pearson 


i Les Romanos 


Patterson & 
Jackson 
| Elizabeth & Collins 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 18 
Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
KF & P King 
Senor Carlos 
Bil & Bil 
3 Cordells 
Maple Leaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 
HACKNEY 
Empire (‘S 
Issy Bonn 
Hazel 
V & T Elliott 
L. Clitford & Freda 
Maurice & lay 
John Tiller Girls 
Bonn-A-Chords 
Sweet Notes 
Patricia & Rudy 
|} Denis Gordon 
} Arthur Vollum 
| Gordon Rolfe 
LEEDS 
(mM) 18 


18 


| Empire 

| a C Chester 

Fred Ferrari 

| Arthur Haynes 

| Edwina Carol 

| Len Marten 

| Ken Morris 

| Boliana Ivanko 4 
Marriott & 

Wenman 
35 Brahims 
LEICESTER 

Palace (S$) 18 

| Svend Asmussen § 
Ulrik Newman 

D & J O’Gorman 
Jack Watson 

| O’Connell Twins 

| North & Stoyle 

| Cynthia & Gladys 


— 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 18 
| Frankie Howerd 
Charlie Clapham 
Mandos Sis 
Walter Niblo 
C & R Yale 
Voltaire 
Les Ritchie & 
Wendy 


Palladium 
Tommy 
Rose Murphy 
Deep River 
Lois Green 
Barbara Perry 
|3 Bentley Sis 
Iris & Ribeiro 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 
5 Smith Bros 
Robert Lamouret 
Jon Pertwee 
Alan Clive 
|A & V Farrell 
| Doreen & Victor 
Collins & Brett 
Peggy Cavell 
| Palace (M) 18 
Betty Hobbs Girls 
| Nat King Cole 3 


(M)> 18 
Trinder | 


Boys 





18 





| Sonny 


| Harry 
|3 LeRoys 


| O’Connell 
B Reid & D Squires | 


| Jack 


| Riga 
| K Keen & § King 


| Marietta 


Benson Dulay | 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 18 
Dey, Dey & Dey 
2 Berty Borest 
Eva May Wong 
S & R Maxweil 
Eddie Molloy 
Irene Byrne 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (i) 18 


_ Dick Henderson 


Iris Sadler 

E & J Siack 

Pierre Bel 

NORWICH 

Hippodrome (!) 

Billy Whitaker 

Mimi Law 

B & M Clayton 

C Fairweather 

Phil Lester 

Pat Hagen 

Hughes 

Elizabeth Parsons 

Eric Marsh 

Hi Diddle Diddle 

Debs 

Yerry’s Juveniles 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 18 

Lester Co 


18 


Cycling Astons 
Lesters Midgets 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (mM) 18 
Eddie Connor 
Les-Trois 

D’Artagnans 
J Frazer & 

G Sandiford 
McAndres & Mills 
Eric Corrie 

SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 18 
Phyllis Dixey 
Bill Kerr 
Tipsy & Brow 
Howard De 

Courcey 

SUNDERLAND 

Empire (M) 18 
Twins 


Sicki Co 
B Caryll 

Mundy 
Fran Dowie 


& H 


T Fayne & D Evans | 


Roger Smith 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 

Hippodrome: (1) 

Tex McLeod 

Harold Walden 

Vera Cody 

Cherokees 

Boots Gibson 

Ottawa Henry 

Bunkhouse Boys 

Texas Cowgirls 

WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 18 

Billy Cotton Bd 

Tovarich Tp 

Eddy Reindeer 

Eva & Lillian 

Tattersall 

Jerry Co 

Barclay Sis 

¥ 


18 


K 
Empire (i) 18 
Haig 


Gay Euridge 


| John Boye 


Ann Peel 
& Dorita 


3 Orlandos 

Sybil Dunn 
Charles Doakes 
Dancers 
Nudes Parisian 


CANADA 


Nina Louise 
Bobby Jordon 
Al Schenk 
Burtons 
Jerry Morgan 
Dick Buckley 
4 Dobriches 
Mia & Matti 


;Demae & Moore 


Will Skinner Ore 


Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Ziggy Talent 
Griff Williams Ore 


Arden Line 
| Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
“Roaring Twenties” | 





| Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 


Susan Scott |% Edgewate: Seach 
| Joel Friend Keith Knight 

| Connie Baxter Lillian Brooks 

| David Vogel Vie & Adio 

Jesse Elliot Bill Snyder Ore 


Rav Arnett 
| Bobo Lewis 
| Bobby Barry 


D Hild Ders 
Hotei Stevens 
' Joan Ayldoft 


Henry Brandon Ore | arnold Shoda 
Cher faree | Jerry Mapes 
| Frankie Laine Jack Raffloer 


Dave Barry 

Los Gatos 3 

Doran & France 

D Dorben Ders 

Chico Ore 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 

Georgia Gibbs 

M & M Vierra 


Farrar & Carter 
Dougias Duffy 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdeare 
Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 





receding Vine Gardens 

Abbott Ders Barton Bros 

Eddie O’Neal Ore Folie Miler 
Helstngs Judy Talbot 





Georgie Gobel Mel Cole Ore 





Unit Review 











Skating Vanities of 1951 
(FORUM, MONTREAL) 
Montreal, Sept. 16. 


Harold Steinman production of 
roller skating revue in two acts. 
Staged by Gae Foster. Costumes 
|by Joan Personette. Choreography 
by Flo Kelly and Anolyn Arden. 
Music arranged and directed by 
Benjamin Schwartz. Skating di- 
rectress, Betty Hand. Dance 
rector, Kenny Springer. At 
Forum, Montreal, Sept. 13, 
$2.50 top. 

Cast: Gloria Nord, Douglas Bre- 
niser, Bob Foy, the Roulettes, Tom 


the 
"50; 


relli, Eileen McDonnell, 
Grimes, Karen Larsen, Ernie Wet- 
tler. 








| Harold Steinman’s ’51 “Skating 
| Vanities” combines lavish spec- 


(comedy in neat fashion to make 


| the current layout a rousing roller 
| revue and one of the series. Build- 
ing the show around four big pro- 
ductions, “Society Circus,” “Cin- 
derella,” “Easter Parade” and “Far 
East Fantasy” this 16-scene pro- 
gram moves smoothly for a solid 
two hours and 30 minutes. 

Cast for the most part is the 
same as in other years. Blonde 
Gloria Nord sparks the big offer- 
ings with her smooth wheeling and 
draws salvos for her session with 














Cabaret Bills 


marked improvement in all num- 
bers and registers solidly with her 
interp of “Blues in the Night.” 
Comedy antics are deftly handled 








Birdianae 
Charlie Parker 
Coleman Hawkins 

Bive Angel 
Tony & Eddie 
Weavers 
Bob MacArthur 
| Stuart Ross 
Harold Cooke 
Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Bop City 
Cavalcade of Jazz 

Cate Society 
Errol Garner 
Phil Napoleon Ore 
Ruth Brown 
Cliff Jackson 

Copecapansa 
Joe E Lewis 
Carol Bruce 
Bill Callahan 
M Durso Ore 
Jean Marie & 

Robert 
Shaye Cogan 
Mickey Devine 
Austin Mack 
F. Alvares Ore 


Walter Dare Wahl 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
| Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
iceland 
Artie Shaw ore 
El Chice 

Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D‘Alonso Ore 

La Commedia 
Maxine Sullivan 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 
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Diamond Horseshoe | 


NEW YORK CITY 


Al Wallis 
Geraldine & Joe 
Le Ruban Bieu 
Shirl Conway 
Michael Brown 
Four Lads 
Deuces Wild 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Little Ctub 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Simone Dolphin 
Jim Hawthorne 
Christine Barrett 
Downey 





frazel Webster 


| Old Roumanian 


| Sadie Banks 

| Olive White 

| Althea 

Christine Scoville 
Alverda 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sydney Ross 


| Harold Nage} Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel 
B Cummins Orc 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 

Hotel Pierre 
Mimi Benzell 
Stanley Melba orc 

Hotel 


Park Sheraton 

Irving Fields 3 
Hotel Plaza 

Jane Froman 
Raye & Naldi 
Mark Monte 
Nicholas Matthey 

Ore 
M Bergere 

Motel Roosevelt 
Hotel St. Regis 





Margaret Phelan 

Milt Shaw Orc 

Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Statier 


& Fonville 


New Yorker 


Guy Lombardo Ore | 


by Tony Mirrelle and Ernie Wet- 
tler who draw heaviest yocks with 
their ‘“‘Pool Shark’s Dream.” 
Roulettes ‘Bob Ritz, Sis Ritz and 
Terry Taylor), supply the sensa- 
tional takes as trio hold attention 
during their fast spins and acro 
whirls. 

Second half of program builds 
strongly from the opening “Easter 
| Parade” through the comedics of 
the ballet stint, to the smash closer 
| featuring the entire company in 
ithe “Far East Fantasy” which 
makes the most of trick lighting 
_and effective costumes. The injec- 
_tion of juggler Boy Foy plus the 
‘trim bar work of Tom and Jerry 
| do much to boost this section. 


Staging throughout shows firm 





Marsha Stevens | hand of Gae Foster who reprises 
Joe LaPorte Ore (the feather routine for salvos. 
shee hy | Choreography in general is better 
Say ‘Beacken | adapted to rollers than in previous 
Ruth Webb | showings with skating talent put- 
f ~ A pel ting over both ensemble and single 

Hotel Astor | efforts, avoiding the overgim- 


|micked, prop-heavy turns of past 
performances. 

| Musical backing is under the di- 
| rection of Benjamin Schwartz with 
Tom Tracy and Julie Dee Verne 
doing both vocal spots and voice 
parts for skaters. Keeping the ad- 
mission charge at $2.50 top, Stein- 
man has a package that is a cinch 
draw, Newt. 





Buff Dance Spot Burns 


Buffalo, Sept. 19. 

Colvin Gables, famed local dance 

spot of the 1920's, was destroyed by 

first Sunday (17) with damage es- 
timated at over $10,000. 





|/many of the then leading name 
| bands played the spot. 
| Bingo operation was attempted in 


Ralph Flanagan ore the building but wagsabandoned. 


of RWG which 


-cism and _ totalitarianism 
forms and pledges itself to defend 
the Guild against any manifesta- 
tion of such philosophies within or 


iately by the RWG council, which 





} 
| 


/week by objecting to a proposal 


di- | 


“denounces Com-, 
munism, the Communist party, fas- | 
in all 


Dis- | 
also urged other 
“immediately to 


affecting the organization.” 
sident group 
member guilds 


join with it to take such action as 
|may be necessary to obtain pas- 


sage of a similar resolution by the 
parent organization, the Authors 
League of America.” 
RWG Council Denunciation 
This move was followed immedi- 


denied the _ resolution § virtually 
word-for-word. Council, declaring 
that the RWG “does not and can- 
not under its constitution uphold 


or denounce any political point of 
| view,” passed its own resolution, 


which said: “No member or group 
of members will be allowed to use 
the Guild or any of its committees | 
or its council to further any politi- 
cal point of view, whether Repub- | 
lican, Democratic, Socialist, Com- 
munist, Fascist or whatever.” Com- | 
plete difference of opinion between 
the council and the 30 members 
is expected to be settled at the 


next election, when the dissident | 


group is expected to attempt to 
attain a majority on the council. 

Authors League, for its part, has 
not yet acted on the RWG fracas 
but entered the blacklist arena this 


put forward by GF for the estab- | 
lishment of a joint industry board 
to pass upon so-called controver- | 
sial persons. Terming the pro- 
posal a “sorry plan for back-door | 


/censorship,” the AL declared: “We | 


| governmental 


partner Doug Breniser in the “Cin- | 
derella” set. Peggy Wallace shows. 


The. 


| into existence. 


of the Authors League still stand | 
solidly on the principle, possible | 
only in a free democracy, that a | 


J , | playwright’s audiences, an author’s , 
& Jerry, Peggy Waliace, Tony Mir- | Soneear are the sole rightful ar-| 
Bod | biters of his works. 


We still main- 
tain that he is entitled to be judged | 
by those works alone. Neither de- | 


| fending nor condemning any of our | 
| members’ 
still object to the rating of their | 

tacle, brilliant costuming and socko 


political opinions, we 
life-labors: on a bsis of hearsay | 
and association... } 

“We particularly object to this | 
perious method propos. | by the; 
GF Corp., which would process | 
public personalities in private ses- | 
sion. We can share in no such) 
scheme of ideological control) 
which would lack even the least | 
responsibility. We, 
do not believe in a little censor- | 
ship, any more than in a large. 
We do believe that the American | 


people are too adult to want their | 
pee 


intellectual and artistic 
squeezed through a screen of self- 
constituted censors. Growths as 
potentially malignant as Red Chan- | 
nels (a brochure purporting to list 
Communist sympathizers in radio- | 
TV, which included the names of ' 
both Miss Muir and Miss Lee) can- | 
not be cured by commercial com- | 
promises.” 

On another front, the American | 
Civil Liberties Union appointed | 
author 
investigation of political blacklist- | 
ing. ACLU exec director Patrick | 
Murphy Malin, in announcing Mil- | 
ler’s appointment, ‘reiterated that | 
the organization is “opposed to) 
suppressing any publication but is | 
equally opposed to suppression or 
attempted supression of persons 
because of listing in private pub- 
lications for alleged beliefs or as- 
sociations.” ACLU, Malin added. 
is “concerned with the general 
question of blacklisting, from what- | 
ever quarter it emanates.” He! 
said the ACLU would “welcome | 
the aid of any interested citizen | 
who has information that can be. 
helpful to our inquiry.” 

AFRA resolution, meanwhile, is 
generally interpreted in the trade. 
as being a denial, at least tempor- 
arily, of GF’s proposal for an all-| 


industry review board. If the reps | 
of the webs, sponsors, agencies and | 
AFRA agree on the establishment | 
of such a board, however, AFRA 
is expected to move to bring one | 


Resolution, adopt- | 


| ed unanimously by the regional 
, boards in N. Y., Chicago and Holly- 


In the decade following 1925, ' 
Recently, | 


, also voted to petition the 


“, wood, noted that Miss Muir’s dis- | 


missal technically may not have | 
been within AFRA’s province, since | 
“Aldrich” is a TV show. AFRA | 
pointed out. however, that “it has | 
been shown and threatened that | 
such dismissals without trial or | 
redress are imminent in the radio | 
field.” 

In a subsidiary resolution; AFRA 


cast | 


Blacklist 


Continued from page 22 


Merle Miller to head its | 










sheets of all radio-TV directors 
“that we may be thoroughly in- 
formed on the entire problem of 
blacklisting, to be brought before 


| this industry committee.” This was 
_ interpreted 


as answering the 
claims of some AFRA members 
that rightwingers in the industry 
were being discriminated against 
by leftist radio and TV producers 
and directors. 


Miss Lee’s show, “What Makes 


, You Tick,” preemed on schedule 
| Saturday night 


(16) when ABC 
prez Robert E. Kintner refused to 
heed the protests filed by a sub- 


| versive commission of the Illinois 


American Legion. Kintner, for- 
warding Miss Lee’s denial to the 
Legion execs, asked for more 
proof, if any was to be had. Legion, 
in turn, backed down, claiming the 
burden of proof rested with Red 
Channels, in whose pages the ac- 
tress’ name had been listed. 


 WNBC’s $6,000,000 


Continued from page 22 




















their present series on WOR, N.Y., 


under the new WNBC pact but will 
continue their Sunday afternoon 


| program on the CBS web. 


(Longines also pacted this week 
with ABC for a new symphonette 
series Mondays through Thursdays 
starting Oct. 2.) ‘ 

2. Bruno-N. Y., which inked a 52- 
week pact for the Sunday edition 


‘of the Tex McCrary-Jinx Falken- 
iburg “Hi Jinx’”’ show. Bruno tees 


off Oct. 24 on the show, which is 
aired from noon to 12:30 p. m. 


3. Italian Swiss Colony Wine 
bought the last sustaining day on 
Kenneth Banghart’s 6 p.m. news 
roundup, taking on the Saturday 
edition in addition to its current 
sponsorship on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Show is bankrolled 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
by White Rose Coffee. 

4. Associated Savings Banks as- 
sumed sponsorship for the second 
time Sunday (17) of the “Savings 
Banks’ Quiz Kids,” Louis G. Cowan 
package with Durward Kirby as 
quizmaster. 

New sponsors on WNBT include: 

1. Brooklyn Union Gas Co,, 
which signed for the Monday night 
stanza of the new McCrary-Falken- 
burg video show, “Close Up.” Se- 
ries, which is to be aired cross-the- 
board, tees off today (Wed.). 


2. Savarin Coffee bought a new 
15-minute Saturday night news 
roundup, with Ben Grauer as com- 
mentator. Program tees off next 
week (23) at 10:30 p. m. Starting 
Oct. 7, the network preempts that 
time for the Lucky Strike “Hit Pa- 
rade,” so the Grauer show will be 
aired then from 11 to 11:15 p. m. 

Savarin also pacted for a spot 
a week on “Date in Manhattan,” 
WNBT’s cross-the-board morning 


| show. Station, finding itself unable 


to snag a bankroller for the entire 
hour program, opened it up to par- 
ticipations last week and has sold 
14 to date. 

3. Old Dutch Coffee bought a 15- 
minute “Review of the News” 
show, to be aired Sundays at noon. 
Show will probably comprise most- 
ly film. 


4. Bruno-N. Y. pacted .as spon- 


sor of “Say It With Acting,” 
WNBT's half-hour charade _ pro- 
gram. Show, formerly aired Sun- 


days at 6:30 with Ben Grauer as 
emcee, is to be moved into the 


j11:15 p. m. slot Sundays starting 


Oct. 1, with Bill Stern taking over 
as emcee, 


10,000,000 TV Sets | 


Continued from page 1 




















;cense, an estimated 7,000,000 sets 


in use as of Sept. 1 is indicated. 
Although a sizable proportion of 
the TV sets are combinations, the 


demand for radios continues sur- 
prisingly high. August production 
exceeded 1,200,000 sets, with the 
fourth week in August indicating 
the industry producing at the rate 
of 14,000,000 sets annually. Ap- 


| proximately 8,750,000 radio sets 


were produced during the first 
eight months, with a production of 
nearly 15,000,000 sets indicated for 
the whole year. This would com- 
pare with the peak radio output of 
20,000,000 sets in 1947 when TV 
production totaled only 178,000 
receivers, 
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Roxy, N. Y. 
i Carson, Mr. Ballantine, 
ae Jane Kean, Carol Lynne, 


il Romayne, ; 
Frollace Shaw, H. Leopold _—. 
Chorus, Roxyettes, Escorts, Skating 


& Belles, Paul Ash House 
eet “My Blue Heaven” (20th), 
reviewed in VARIETY Aug. 23, 50. 





With the Roxy resuming its usual 
fall format by the resumption of 
ice shows, the house line plus the 
retinue’ of variety acts, house is 
pack to its accustomed policy. 

The A. J. Balaban-Sammy Rauch 
engineered layout comprises a good 
combination and somewhat more 
ambitious than previous displays 
of similar format. 
values are accentuated with good 
vocal work by Hollace Shaw plus 
the H. Leopold Spitalny chorus. 
The Roxyettes and Escorts, the 
bhov-and-girl line have some attrac- 
tive numbers, and the icer provides 
dditional smartly paced entertain- 
ment. 

lfeadliner is Mindy Carson, 
whose Copacabana appearances and 
Victor diskings have catapulted 


her into name status. She’s a 
fetching and personable singer 
with smooth projection. Her styl- 


ings are easy to take. Offerings are 
strong enough to win salvos with 
audience chiming in on whistling 
accompaniment to her “Candy and 
Cake.” 

There are two comedy acts on 
this bill, Betty & Jane Kean (New 


Acts) followed by Mr. Ballantine, | 
who should have been slotted in. 
another position rather than fol-| 


low the raucous comedics by the 
Kean gals. As it is, Ballantine does 
plenty well with his pseudo magic. 
Charm of the act is the fact that 
he never completes a trick, he 


talks his way around that obligation | 
neatly, and registers frustration at | 
inability to complete his legerde- | 


main in a manner that hits the 
mob. Gets his share of plaudits. 


The house production is center- 
ed around the operetta “Mlle. Mo- 
diste” theme. The blades stanza is 
handsomely mounted with mighty 
mitts for the smooth skating of 
Carol Lynne, who tops the ice ros- 
ter. Phil Romayne has a good rou- 
tine, but displayed nervousness at 
show caught inasmuch as he was 
rarely sure of his landings. How- 
ever, tricks are solid enough to 
rate with the house. The Brandt 
Sisters (2) provide a neat open- 
er in a rink replica of the mirror 
trick. The ensemble work is uni- 
formally good. Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Duke Ellington Band (14), Dusty 
Fletcher, Tables Davis, Chubby 
Kemp, Al Hibbler, Three Co-Ops; 
“Thunder in the Pines” (SG). 





Currently sparking the bill at 
the Apollo, Duke Ellington’s band 
rates as one of the topflight thea- 
tre outfits around. Crew scores 
strongly from both a music and 
showmanship standpoint. In the 
latter division Ellington is stand- 
out, particularly when handling the 
emcee chores. Judging by the au-| 
dience response registered at show | 
caught opening night, Thursd 
(14), house should be racking 
neat returns. 


In familiar fashion orch makes. 
its entrance playing a medley of | 


tunes that puts the spotlight on) th 


various featured artists in the ag- | 
gregation, 
£ory are saxer Johnny Hodges, | 
trumpeter-violinist Ray Nance,’ 
trombonist Lawrence Brown and\ 
Harry Carney. Throughout opener | 
Ellington fronts band, besides. 
fingering the ivories. Lighting, 
pace and first-rate instrumentaliz- 
ing add to the effectiveness of this 
initial bit. 

Following the medley, new band 
songstress Barbara Windfield 
cone on to render “Don’t Blame. 
N 
£round accompaniment. Tabl 
Davis, decked out in a white 
suit, draw 
via his ro 


Production | 


| Francis 

4Y Rosales Sisters 

UP' House Orch; 
‘viewed in VarRieETY April 26, °50. 


ables session of pops and musicomedy | 
na dress | tunes 
S_ appreciative response | “Pigmeat” Markham & Co., add 
utine of picking up tables | potently to the comedy element of 


| From Me,” “Lover Come Back To 
'Me” and “Danny Boy.” 
| Hodges and Brown are spot- 


Brandt Sisters (2),| 


lighted again later in the show on 
Sunny Side Of The Street” with 
both coming through solidly. El- 
| Ungton also takes a solo spot 
around the mid-way mark. Ray 


Nance provides some comic antics | 


_ with his vocaling of “I Want To Be 
‘Loved. The Three Co-ops, dance 
trio, are reviewed under New Acts. 
Gros. 


Capitol, Wash 
Washington, Sept. 16. 
The Beachcombers (4), Artie 
Dann, Nora Toomey & Co. (3), The 
Paysees (2); “Summer Stock” 
(M-G). 








This is a nicé, tight show, well 
paced and smooth. Accent at Capi- 
tol is on film this week, but vaude 
layout garners good share of pay- 
ees’ enthusiasm. 

Beachcombers, singing quartet of 
three men and their Hawaiian 
femme partner, achieved show- 
stopping heights at show caught. 
Combo. grads of the Arthur God- 
frey TV show, have novelty, style 
and a general air that wins the gal- 
\leries. They’re well poised and as- 
sured for newcomers, but have 
retained the freshness and appeal 
;that won them their big chance. 
Large share of act’s appeal lies in 
the pint-sized, vivacious femme 
member of the troupe, but the boys 
back her up well and add their 
share to the routine. Open with 
“Sands of Waikiki,” to tune of 
“Million Dollar Baby,” which intro- 
duces the gail, who carries the ball 
in a “Hawaiian Chant” in the na- 
tive tongue. Wind with a blues ver- 
sion of “Lucky Old Sun” and re- 
| turn with a highly animated song 
and dance version of the barn fave, 
“Skip to My Lou.” Latter, a hep 
salute to the square dance craze, 
brings down the house. 
| Artie Dann, show headliner, 
iclicks in his zany patter routine. 
_He manipulates a Sinatra physique 
,and a Durante nose as his stock in 
| trade, and customers go for it. It’s 


, looking little guy provoking laughs 


‘and sympathy at the same time. - 
;/Dann’s humor is rib-tickling and |} 


| inoffensive, largely on the schmaltzy 


|side. Sings a parody of “Lucky Old | 


'Sun” built around his proboscis. 
‘Does some takeoffs, highlight of 


;which is his Jimmy Durante. Walks | 
off to hefty response and returns | 


| with a human interest tune, “There 
| Are Hands,” to tune of “Smiles.” 

| Nora Toomey and her teammates 
have a bell ringing trapeze act with 
'an audience participation gimmick. 
|Latter consists of team member 
stooging from the aisles, and per- 
forming some _ hair-raising acro 
stunts dressed in street clothes. 

| The Paysees do okay as curtain 
‘raisers with a routine terp act. 
_There’s plenty of whirling and 
istunting, but nothing of special in- 
terest, Lowe. 


} sciiipiileaiasiaiaiaeiaiiiasas 
| Palace, N. Y. 
| Church & Hale, Frank Paris, 


‘Buddy Boylan & Muriel King, Bob- ! 


by Pinkus & Ruth Foster, Dewey | 
“Pigmeat” Markham & Co. (4),! 
Renault, Paul Gilbert, 
(2), Don Albert’s | 
“Sierra” (U), re- 





Plenty variety and novelty spark | 
e current bill at the Palace. De- | 
spite the modest talent budget, | 


Included in that cate-| there is sufficient diversity in the | 


eight-act display to hold audience 
attention throughout. 

Church and Hale, mixed team, 
are lively pacemakers with their | 
expert taps and ballet turns to nice | 
reception. Frank Paris scores, as | 
usual, with his slick puppeteering, | 


with Carmen Miranda and skeleton | 


‘dolls standout. Bobby Pinkus, | 


aided by Ruth Foster, gets over | 
neatly in his knockabout comedics 
via clownantics and manhandling 


; in pleasant fashion with Ray by robust partner. Buddy Boylan 
ance’s fiddle making nice back-| and Muriel King offer a pleasant 


for nice returns. Dewey 


and chairs with his teeth. Mirting | bill with a courtroom skit that’s a 


Is especially heavy 
his teeth to pick up three tables, 
one on top of the other, with two 
chairs also added to the pile. He 


augments this with some fancy | 


terning. 
Chubby Kemp, songstress, gives 


when Davis uses | Harlemese version of “Irish Jus- 
tice” and hits high on the laugh- | 


meter. ; 
Francis Renault, femme imper- 
sonator whe had been a Palace 


'fave in the two-a-day era of that 


gut with two blues tunes. Gal’s de- | 
‘very is pleasing, with audience. 


showing strong approval. Dusty 
Fletcher in the comedy slot is a 
Sure bet with this house. 
ever, comic shouldn't 


Since its difficult for those in the 
rear of 


he’s saying. 


Vocalist Al Hibbler is another 


Sucve entry. Singer’s style of con- 


Stantly breaking his voice while! 
Singing tends to become a little. 
| with 
it seems to go over big at| perch act. Don 
red | provides 


hard to take after a while. How- 
ever, 


this spot. Among numbers rende 


are “Do Nothing Till You Here! for the acts. 


How-! 
( spend so 
much time working without a mike, | 


the house to catch what! 


house and headlined on current 
bill, gives out with satirical im- 
preshes of Lillian Russell, Eva 
Tanguay, et al., to keep the audi- 
ence in roars of laughter. Aided by 
piano accompanist and decked out 
in modern editions of yesteryear 
finery, Renault’s falsetto versions 
of “After the Ball,” “I Don’t Care” 
and “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best 


'Friend” garner appreciative re- 


sponse. Paul Gilbert, youthful 
comedian is reviewed under New 
Acts. Rosales Sisters, Brazilian 
team, close proceedings heftily 
their sock balancing and 
Albert’s house orch 


capable backgrounding 
Edba. 


| audience 


VARIETY — 
Geo. Formby, Scot Comic, 
Big Click in Toronto 
~ In ‘London M. H. Varieties’ 


Toronto, Sept. 18. 

Ernest M. Rawley presents 
George Formby and the “London 
Music Hall Varieties” in two acts 
(nine scenes). Stars George Form- 
by, with Harry Bailey, Roger 
Carne, Marion Sanders, Mills & 
Belita, Henri Vadden, Herschel 
(Jizz) Henlere, Carsony Bros. At 
the Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 
Sept. 18, ’50: $3.50 top. 





With turnaway business on open- 
ing night and a solid sellout for 
the fortnight’s Toronto engage- 
ment, George Formby is exceeding 
his last season’s first appearance 
in Canada, when this long-estab- 
lished Lancashire singing comedian 
then sold out long ahead of time. 
This time, in his new edition of his 
“London Music Hall Varieties,” he 
has surrounded himself with an 
even more talented and better bal- 
anced group of acts than before, 
although it is Formby the custom- 
ers are paying out that $3.50 top 
for. 

With his natural warmth and 
astute stage technique, the ace 
comic again indicated his gauge 
for audience values and had the 
enthusiastic payees calling out for 
‘numbers that have made him such 
an empire and Royal Command Per- 
formance favorite. True, he’s often 
somewhat on the blue side but his 





New 


Acts 











TED ALLISON 
Songs 

9 Mins. 
Iceland, N. Y. 

A handsome youth with a deep 
baritone, Ted Allison needs a lot 
more work before he can make his 
way as a single. While his voice 
has a good sound, his delivery is 
mechanical, and gives the impres- 
sion he is trying harder to sing 
the right notes than to put any 
meaning into his songs. 


Sings “Blow, Gabriel Blow” and 
“Golden Earrings,” and encores 
with a “South Pacific’ medley. In 
opener, he delivers automatically, 
and while there is more emotion 
in “Earrings,” he’s flat on a couple 
of notes. The-medley showed lack 
of rehearsal, with him and the band 
unable to get together on transi- 
tions between the individual tunes. 

Allison did an okay job singing | 
to one of the production numbers 
in the Iceland bill. He should try 
his hand at more of this before 
any more work as a single. 

Chan. 


MEG MUNDY 


delivery is so ingenuous that there | 


is no offense, judging from staid 
|and well-mannered audience. Apart 


excellent monologist and notable | 


for sharp characterizations. 
On a costlier 


will pay dividends. 
these acts, all toppers in their own 
\class, punch over on speed and 


investment than |. ; ‘ : 
last season, his new “Varieties” | in longhair music, Miss Mundy nat- 


Well-paced, | urally leans toward the esoteric. | 


{novelty and set a peak standard. | 


This goes for Roger Carne and his | 


talking tomcat in a terrific ventrilo- | 


‘for dramatic balance work; Harry 


the old techniane of the funny | 2'** act; Henri Vadden and Co. | 


| Bailey, with Irish songs and patter; | 


to-hand and foot catches; Herschel 
‘Henlere for his pianistics and 
clever kidding o£ the old masters; 


ers for her comedy song-styling. It 
can be said with restraint that this 
is a perfectly balanced bill that is 
‘not only an audience delight but 
wins professional approval for its 
| showmanly assembly. McStay. ~ 


Hippodrome, Balto 
Baltimore, Sept. 17. 
Herb Shriner, 
' (3), Ciro Rimac (4), Jimmie Cros- 


the Carsony Bros. in amazing hand- | 


Songs 
9 Mins. 
Blue Angel, N. Y. 


Meg Mundy, who achieved a con- 
siderable prominence several sea- | 
sons ago with her Broadway legit 
debut in “The Respectful Prosti- 


from his comedy ditties, he is an| tute,” is essaying her cafe bow 


with this Blue Angel booking. She 
has much to learn about the cafes. | 


With a strong family background | 


While she imparts a lot of feel in | 
her lyricizing, her voice is some- | 
what harsh. And her routining is 
faulty. Her first several numbers 
are much too ‘slow, and she speeds | 
it up only with her finale “Hooray 
for Love.” Her “Who Are You,” 
however, is special evidence of 
good selling. 


Gowned attractively in filmy | 
blue, Miss Mundy is, surprisingly, | 


| Cle : ma | held to be responsible for a goodly | 
‘Mills and Belita for sophisticated | 
dancing; and Petite Marion Sand- | 


portion of the biz being drawn 
here. Kahn. 


STAN ERWIN 

Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Iceland, N. Y. 
Stan Erwin 

comic material, 


has some good 
but his stint, as 


| presently constituted, is far too 


Fontane Sisters | 


long. Erwin is of the vocal type, 


| using little physical business for 


'so, Jo Lombardi House Orch (12); | 
| string of gags Degins to wear after | 
|a while. 


“The Underworld Story” (UA). 


| 
| 





This 


is a rather brief layout | 


| 


which holds good pace and packs | 


'some okay entertainment nicely. 


‘mixed for maximum appeal. Ciro 


a click opener featuring Latino| 


rhythms and fast stepping by two 
femmes and lad. Gives show a 
snappy start and sets matters for 


_Johnny Crosso, youthful mimic to_ 
‘score with okay run-through of 


all the familiars. 

Herb Shriner, in the trey, is 
completely at home on a stage 
with his down-home chatter and 
harmonica stuff. Times perfectly 
for laughs and gets off to neat 
response. Fontane Sis- 
ters follow with three-way vocal- 
izing of recording favorites, laying 
it on extra-thick with okay treat- 
ment of “Deep Freeze Dinah” and 


the Cinderella ‘‘Work Song.” Gals | 


look well and handle a tune for 
top results. 
Biz fair. Burm. 
Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Sept. 15. 
Nellie Lutcher, Cookie Bowers, 


‘The Staffords (3), 2 Eddies, Bob | 


/Goodman, Naomi Irwin, Charles 
_Gregory Girls (18), Archie Stone 
House Orch; “Flame of Youth” 
(Rep). 





It’s the third engagement here 
in recent months for Nellie Lutch- 
er but the exuberant singer, with 
, her pianistic dynamics, is packing 
_them in for a mitt-pounding recep- 
|tion at every performance. In a 
;new routine switch, Miss Lutcher 
| opens with her famous “Hurry On 
, Down” 
| the customers in a frenzy and yell- 
‘ing requests. At the piano her- 


‘self, and with George Duvivier on. 
the bass and Earl Hyde on the. 


‘drums contributing terrif rhythm 
, support, she follows through with 


“For You, My Love,” “Real Gone | 


Guy,” and a slow-tempo “Lovable” 
/that gives her a -breather for a 
|vigorous “Alexander’s Ragtime 
, Band,” and another couple of her 
show-stopping standards 
_she had to begoff when caught. 


j} In one of the neatest presenta-| 


. 


Rimac, sans a band of his own, | 
fronts the able house combo for. 


his turn. Consequently, a _ long! 


His husband and wife exchanges | 
are good, as is his hospital routine, 
but his bit on Mexicans skirts the , 
indigo side. In all three, though, he | 
would do well to prune material 


and retain the better gags. | 


and, from there on, has' 


| Comic also should refrain from 
baiting the customers. His person- 
ality is not that genial that he can 
| do it without offending. Erwin also 
/emcees the Iceland bill, and does 
generally well except in one re- 
spect — he intersperses gags be- 
tween introductions, slowing up 
the pace of the bill. 
With proper revision and a little 
restraint, Erwin will be okay for 
i theatre and nitery dates. Chan. 


tions in weeks, Murray Little starts 
off the proceedings with a Dutch 
‘village opening in full-stage for a 
“Polka Dots Polka,” complete with 
nice precision work by the line- 
,girls and a neat solo by Dorothy 
‘Courtney, plus a flash finish. This 
| has everything warmed up for The 
| Staffords (two boys and a girl), for 
| brisk concerto taps and challenges, 
| notable for polish, and leading into 
Cookie Bowers, in one, for his very 
funny male-and-female dialog duets 
that score on dialect mimicry. 


“Pride of the Jungle” production 
number rates a bow to ™sa Mc- 
Caul for her spectacular staging of 
a gigantic eye-rolling gorilla as 
background to the line on in feath- 
/ered costumes and headdresses for 
/a climactic fan drill, with Naomi 
, Irwin on for a neat single, Bob 
‘Goodman doing his usual com- 
}mendable singing chore, and The 
Two Eddies in for their effortless 
acrobatics and flips, topped with a 
double four-twist and a somersault. 
It’s a rousing 70-min. stanza but 
Miss Lutcher, with her  better- 
known reputation, is the marquee 
strength the customers are lining 
up for. McStay. 


| 





Helen Lowe Exits Barron 
Helen Lowe, one of two femme 


before vocalists with Blue Barron’s orch, ® 


has exited the band. 


| Routines 
‘thought and work, and their ex- 


Remaining chirp is Betty Clarke. 


THREE CO-OPS 
| Dance 

| 8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

This dusky trio, comprised of 
two guys and a gal, shape up as 
okay material for vaude and niter- 

, ies with policies similar to that of 
'the Apollo. Decked out in skin- 
| tight costumes, trio work their way 
through a ballet number of the 
“type offered by Katherine Dun- 
ham’s troupe. Act, however,. fails 
to achieve any of the exotic quality 
| projected by the Dunham dancers. 
Dancing and choreography are 
both average. 

With plenty of emphasis on the 
sex motif, trio offers their concep- 
tion of the blues. This was done at 
show caught with effective back- 
ing from Duke Ellington’s crew, 
with a nice low-down beat through- 


; Gros. 
BETTY & JANE KEAN 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Betty and Jane Kean, who 


merged some time ago, have played 
a number of dates together but 
haven’t been documented in 
VariETy’s New Act File. The 
pair have a line of comedics bound 
to please majority of audiences. 
They’re energetic workers who 
seem to have found their proper 
niche. 

The duo dotes on familiar coim- 
edy patterns, Betty Kean provides 
impressions, Jane mugs generously 
and taps out a few terp passages 
and both have a line of patter, ma- 
jority of which has been familiar 
to vaude goers for years. Some 
original stuff would bring this act 
into the upper echelons. As it is, 
it’s a playable turn that can hold 
up in vauders and cafes. Jose. 


PAUL GILBERT 
Comedy 

9 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Paul Gilbert is a personable chap 
with pleasant delivery, who knows 
his way around a gag. He has 
played a few nitery dates, but 
this is his N. Y. theatre bow. What 
he needs most is better material 
than that now constituting his act. 
Some of it hits for laughs, but a 
greater part, which may be okay 
for family time vauders, is too 
familiar for the more hep audi- 
ences, 

His chair-balancing stunt with 
stooge from audience comes off 
neatly. With better material he’d 
be set for the plushier spots. 


Edba. 
LANTI & NELSON 
Dance 
10 Mins. 
Iceland, N. Y. 
Lanti and Nelson, a_ boy-girl 


dance team that combines tap 
work with modern and ballroom 
stylings, is a fairly promising act. 
indicate a good deal of 


ecution, though rough in spots, is 
generally good. 

Pair mixes precision work with 
modern steps for good effect. 
Roughness in precision tapping 
will probably be ironed out with 
additional playing time, while 
otherwise, execution is okay. 

Pair seems okay for theatre and 
nitery dates. Chan, 








Arnall Eyes 


Continued from page 3 











confusion quickly so that the pro- 


ducers can concentrate on picture- 


making. He added that obtaining 
financing coin appeared to be no 
problem to the producers if the dis- 
tributing situation were clarified. 
Joseph Alioto, San Francisco 
anti-trust lawyer who reps SIMPP 
in the suit it has brought in De- 


|troit, was in Hollywood for some 
‘of the Society sessions, Arnall said. 


Methods wer. agreed on, SIMPP 
topper noted for expediting action 
on the case, which has been hang- 


‘ing fire for two years. Defendants 


‘are United Detroit Theatres and 
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan. 


_ Arnall said that SIMPP mem- 
bers were well pleased with the 
new AnglowW. S. film agreement, on 
which they stamped their okay, and 
‘that the German pic situation, 
which also took their attention, was 
still in thée"air. They are consid- 
ering the number of indie import 
‘licenses to request and the hiring 
of an attorney to represent the 
Society in Frankfort. : 
Arnall expects to be in New York 
ext Monday (25) morning and to 
hold a series of conclaves with 
‘sales reps of the producers. 
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$1 25000 Budget for N. Y. City Center 


Marie Wilson to Do 
One-Acters on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Marie Wilson returns to the tiny 


This Year; Opera Season Tees Off .»x:ssesso tte tw 


Teeoff of the N. Y. City Opera 
Co. season tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
City Center, with “Turandot,” will 
mark the seventh year for the 
N. Y. City Center of Music & 
Drawa. and the continued success 
of q@ne- of the most unusual pro}- 
ects in show business. 

(Enterprise, though it uses a 
N.Y. city-owned house, isn’t a mu- 
nicipal setup, being privately run 
and supported. Outfit. however, 
has benefit of a nominal house 
rent from the city; the support of 
various organizations, clubs and 
unions (‘who give donations, or 
concessions on pay or personnel); 
a varied list ef civic leaders on its 
board of directors and several of 
its top officials serving without 
pay. ; 

City Center this season will op- 
eraie on a budget approximating 
$1,250,000. Opera production (in- 


cluding the fall and spring sea- 
sons, and the Chicago tour) will 
cost an estimated $650.000 The 
N. Y. City Ballet Co., for its fall 


and spring seasons of four weeks 


each. and excluding any possible | 
touring, will need another $300,- 
000. The modern dance group 


known as the N. Y. City Dance Co. 
will cost another $50,000 And 
the drama season of the N. Y. City 
Theatre Co. will cost $250,000. 
Management feels that receipts 
this season will equal costs, or 
keep losses nominal. (Price range 
at City Center runs from $1.50 to 


a $3 top). Last year (°49-'50), the 
tota! gross was $1,125,555, which 


represented a $3,517 loss for the 
house. (Lucrative rentals from 
outside legit bookings helped to 
keep losses down to that nominal 
amount). The 1948-49 loss was 
$9,465. Opera deficit each season 
runs around $40,000. 

Center admits that it couldn't 
operate without subsidies, or with- 


out its modest rental, and espe- 
cially not without getting the 
serices free of Georges Balan- 


chine, artistic director of the ballet 
troupe; Lincoln Kirstein, general 
director of ballet; Maurice Evans, 
director of the drama company, 
and Morton Baum, exec commit- 
tee chairman and the Center’s gen- 
eral sparkplug. 

This year there are no outside 
legit bookings looming (as yet) to 

(Continued on page 58) 


‘Mice’ to 1-Night 
Micwest Sticks 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

“Two Blind Mice” is goinz to 
beat the cornfields with one-night 
bookings of many midwest towns 
that haven’t seen major drama in 
years. Convinced that rich farm 
income makes many stops profit- 
able that heretofore have not been 





on the booking schedules, Harald , 
producer of the Melvyn) 


Bromley, 
Douglas starrer, has set it for sev- 
eral weeks in the farmland area. 
Show splits next week between 
Buffalo and Rochester, after the 
current week in Detroit. Toronio 
and Montreal will share two weeks 
beginning Oct. 2 and then two 
more weeks of one night stands in 
upper New York, Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania before coming back to tie 
rural midwest. It will probably 
reach the Coast next spring. 


‘Hadleyburg’ Optioned 
| By Lawrence for B’way 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 


Lawrence Shubert Lawrence has 
taken option on Bernard Evslin’s 
“The Man Whe Corrupted Hadley- 
burg,” which had its preem last 
week at the Hedgerow theatre here, 
and hopes to do it on Broadway 
this season. He’s offered it to his 
uncles, Lee and J. J. Shubert, but 
will do it on his own if they’re not 
interested. Lawrence manages the 
four Shubert houses in Philly for 
his uncles. 

Lawrence also wants - Ronald 
Bishop, who staged the play for 
Hedgerow, to direct the play for 
Broadway. He signed contract for 
ihe opus Monday (18), with play- 
agent Carl Cowl repping the au- 
thor. This would make Evslin’s 
Broadway bow, although he's also 
euthor of “The Bostonians,” which 
Was done on the strawhat circuit. 





‘in “Three Out of Four,” a package 








Chicago, Sept. 19. 
Theatre-in-the-round  entertain- 
ment has been set for the Pick ho- 





Philly Arena Theatre 
Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 
Negotiations for a theatre-in-the- 
round here have narrowed down to 
a midtown office building and the 
annex of a suburban restaurant. 
Sponsors of the project are Leon 
Guber, operator of the Rendezvous 
nitery and the Senator Hotel, and 


+ | bill of one-acters. Actress recently 
' set a new record for the house in 
Already 2006 Advance “The School for Scandal.” 
For Chi ‘Pacific’ Run 
| or and Richard Pryce; “Sparkin’,”’ by 
\” pandemonium broke out here “The Bear.” She will not appear 
last week when it was announced jn Susan Glaspell’s “Suppressed 
that “South Pacific” would open its Desires,” which rounds out the pro- 
local run Nov. 14 at the Shubert. gram. 
Since the ads have appeared about 
the theatre. The _ boxoffice sale « 
doesn’t open until Oct. 12. With a IC ote S all 
limit of four tickets per order and 
a $6 top, the advance sale is al- 
ready figured at around $200,000. | 
that an 
would be put on to assist Irv Wan- 
der, Shubert theatre treasurer. 
*,e 
Balto Critic-Author | tels, with Heidelberg hotel_in Ba- 
* ° | ton Rouge, La., picked as the first 
Don Kirkley Finally i spot. Season starts Oct. 12, under 
the direction of Herb Rogers, pro- 
ducer of the Tenthouse theatre-in- 
Baltimore, Sept. 19. Group will use all-Equity cast, fea- 
After waiting five years, Donald turing Marian Walters, Helen Sten« 
Kirkley, drama critic of the Balti- borg, Barnard Hughes, Gertrude 
more Sun, finally got a thance last | Kimmel and George Womack. Di- 
week to tell off Broadway. The | rector Michael Ferrell will change 
Hilltop Theatre, at nearby Luther- Pick chain includes 27 hostels, 
ville, Md., of “Happily Ever After,” Majority with ballrooms and enter- 
comedy by Kirkley and VAarIEety tainment. It will expand the oper- 
mugg Howard Burman, which the | ation, if the Heidelberg hotel ven- 
New York critics panned when it! ture 1s successful. 
way, during the 1944-45 season. and has several spots in Washing- 
ay . : : ton. Rogers’ usual winter opera- 
When the opening night Hilltop. ,. rahas tia plea ta e 
audience gave the play an enthusi- tion In Palm Springs, \ alif., will 
astie reception, Kirkley responded be held in abeyance until the hotel 
with a 15-minute curtain speech, @¢#! is along, at which time sev- 
the New York reviews and pointing an ee — 
out the apparent fallacy of the . Sy ; & play: anys 
critical opinions, the local aisle-sit- | 
ter hold the Lutherville patrons | 
they were an “incomparably better 
tive, blase first-nighters of Broad- 
way.” He also gave a scathing 
account of how Gene Lockhart, the 
star of the original New York pro- 
duction, had “ruined” the play by 


Miss Wilson will star on “Op O° 
13 Chicago, Sept.19.  & p, Conkle, and Anton Chekov’s 
30.000 mail orders have swamped 
* i 
Shubert management announced | ?7-Arena Circuit 
additional boxoffice man | 
| Off B’ 
Gets to Tel f B way the-round, Highland Park, Ill. 
occasion was the production by the | bills weekly. 
was presented briefly on Broad-, bought the Congress 
Besides quoting from memory from | ¢T@! companies might be formed 
audience than the noisy, inatten- 
his faulty conception of the lead- 


ing part. The listeners, many of | Leon Bronesky, Broadway 
whom knew Kirkley by name and | producer, 
|reputation, gave the speech a de- Pair became acquainted and 


| lighted hand. ‘linked up in show business deals 
| At subsequent performances, | following the producer's tryout of 
the critic-author turned actor in “How Long Till Summer?” here 
| the show, taking over the small last season. Bronesky operates a 
|role of the sheriff from Bruce! summer theatre in Chestertown, 
| Jewell, the latter succeeding Larry N. Y. The Philadelphia project is 
Brown as one of the leads. Brown slated for summer and winter au- 
had to leave the cast to go to the | diences, however. 


ny tee of his seriously ill mother, = 
in reorgia. . 
Margaret O’Brien Mulls 
2 Bway Debut Offers 


Burman, who co-authored ‘‘Hap- 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


pily Ever After” with Kirkley, also 
|attended the play’s Hilltop open- 
ing. but did not make an appear- | 
ance at the curtain. | 
| Possibility of Margaret O’Brien 
‘making her Broadway bow in “To- 
‘morrow Is a Secret” will be dis- 
cussed next week when the young 
actress and her mother visit play- 
wright Elsa Shelley in )} argarets- 
ville, N. Y. Central figure in the 
new play is a teen-age girl. Actress 








Brown Closing ‘Harvey’ 
Oct. 13 in Australia 


Joe E. Brown will close Oct. 13 
in “flarvey” at the Theatre Royale, 
Sydney, to return to the U. S. for 


a film stint. J.C. Williamson The- in New York in a revival of Ibsen’s 


atres is releasing him from. his ‘Wild Duck.” 
| original contract, which ran into Likewise up for discussion dur- 
| December, to enable the star to 


ing the trip east is a tentative date 
for a two-week personal appear- 
ance at the Strand, New York. 


|take’ the role of Captain Andy in 
;Metro’s remake of “Show Boat.” 
Actor, who has made onlvy one film 
in the last six years (“The Tender 
Years” in 1947), is wanted on the 
Coast by Oct. 15. 

Brown opened in Melbourne in : 
'“Harvey” the end of June to good Tamara 





Toumanova May Join 


Toumanova, now in 


but not smash biz. Sydney run, Buenos Aires as guest ballerina. 
which opened Sept. 8, has been | With the Paris Opera Ballet on its | 
better than Melbourne. William- South American tour, may dance in 
son plans to reopen “Harvey” New York this fall. Dancer may ap- | 
| (after its Sydney closing) at a Pear as guest star with the Mar- | 
later date. with another star if it @uis| de Cuevas’ Grand Ballet, | 
can’t get Brown, with the idea of Which will make its American | 


\playing the Mary Coyle Chase 
‘comedy through the balance of ,tury, N. Y., Oct. 30. 
| Australia as well as New Zealand. Would be a strong bolster to the 
| visiting French company, as was 
| Yvette Chauvire’s guest engage- 
;}ment with the Ballet Russe de 
| Monte Carlo here last season. 
Miss Toumanova danced with the 
aris Opera Ballet in France all 
last season, as guest artist. 





K.C.U. Expands Drama Dept. 

Kansas City, Sept. 19. 
Kansas City U. drama depart- 
;ment has been enlarged with the P 
addition of Charles Moore toe the 
teaching staff. He will assist Dr. 
John Newfield, drama department 
head, in production of the Univer- 
sity Playhouse series, this season's 
|schedule being the most ambitious 

the school has yet attempted. ship. _ Her latest 
Playhouse season opens Oct. 19 Costs Five Pesos.” 
iWith Shaw's “Saint Joaa.” jmiered here Nov. 6. 





gli, U. of North Carolina play- 


play, “Sunday 





Me Thumb,” by Frederick Fenn, 


Chain has just | 
in Chicago 


is also considering an appearance | 


De Cuevas Ballet in N.Y. 


debut when it bows at the Cen-| 
Appearance | 


Charlotte, N. C.—Josephine Nig-. 


wright-novelist, sailed for Europe | 
last week on a Rockefeller fellow-_| 


will be pre-| 


° ® 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Although the Theatre Guild already has three plays set for its sub- 
scription season in New York, it still hasn’t scheduled any productions 
of its own. Of the two shows currently in rehearsal, “Curious Savage” 
/is being produced by Russell Lewis and Howard Young, and “The Re- 
/lapse, or Virtue in Danger,” is being produced by Brattle Theatre, with 
the Guild the associate presenter in each case. The third scheduled 
show, Christopher Fry’s “Lady’s Not for Burning,” is being brought 
from London by John C. Wilson and H. M. Tennent, with the Guild 
again due for associate billing. 

Of the Guild’s 1949-50 offerings, “I Know My Love” was presented 
in association with Wilson and “Arms and the Gir!” in association with 
, Anthony Brady Farrell. In the case of the firm’s own “As You Like It” 
revival, most of the major production decisions were understood to 
have been made by the star, Katharine Hepburn, while in the case of 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,” director Daniel Mann reportedly had vir- 
| tually complete authority. ; 





} 

| Backers of the Broadway production of “Daphne Laureola” include 
pressagent Leo Freedman, general manager Herman Bernstein, column- 
|ist Hedda Hopper, theatrical accountant J. S. Seidman, actress-singer 
Mary Martin, playwright-film scripter Paul Osborn, film director Billy 
Wilder, theatre party agent Leonore Tobin, and Louis Smith, Paul 
Smith, Robert Resen, Maurice Geller and Irwin D. Wolf, all associates 
of co-producer Herman Shumlin, $1,100 each; pressagent Sol Jacobson 
and a syndicate headed by Mever Davis, $550 each; attorney Morris M. 
Schrier, representing Music Corp. of America, agent William Liebling, 
tobacco dealer Howard S. Cullman and film executive Joseph H. Hazen, 
$3,300 each; attorney Michael Halperin, representing the William Morris 
agency, $2,200; film executive David L. Loew, $4,950, and producer 
Anthony Brady Farrell, $1,650. The venture is capitalized at $55,000, 
with provision for a 10% overcall, and the general partners are Leland 
Hayward and Shumlin, who are presenting the James Bridie play in 
association with Laurence Olivier. 








Perfect performance record of Dave Malien in the touring company 
of “Oklahoma!” was broken last week when the actor missed five per- 
formances in Pittsburgh because of illness. Veteran character man, 
who plays Ado Annie’s rifle-totin’ pappy, had never before been out 
of the cast since the Rodgers-Hammerstein show first went on the road 
more than six years ago. Only he and Mary Marlo, as Aunt Eller, 
remain of the original troupe. 


Legit Bits 


——_—_—~» 


Bert McCord, in the N. Y. Her- partnership to operate separate 
ald Tribune, this week “recast” | agencies. They still have certain 


income-bearing properties which 
they handle in common, 

Stan Brody, who was pressagent 
for the ice shows at the Center, 
N. Y., has been hired by NBC for 
a special two-week publicity stint 
for the broadcasts that will open 
the network's operation of the Cen- 
ter as a TV-radio studio. ... Jo- 
'seph Heidt, formerly general press- 
‘agent for the Theatre Guild, has 
taken offices in the Guild head- 
quarters for his freelance legit- 
television publicity activities. ... 
Marilyn Cantor presented an audi- 
tion Monday night (18) for pros- 
pective backers of a revue, “Cure 


Katharine Hepburn in the title part 
/of Katharine Cornell’s last season 
production, “That Lady”...Mary 
Martin and Ruth Bedford, a pro- 
duction assistant with Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, each with a $1,200 
share, are virtually the oniy show 
business names among the backers 
of “Southern Exposure,” the Margo 
Jones-Manning Gurian-Tad Adoue 
production financed at $60,000... 
Carol Goodner joins ‘Cocktail | 
Party” next week, succeeding Ei- 
| Jeen Peel as the unloved wite. Miss | 


Peel goes to London to take over | tain Going Up,” with Mervyn Nel- 
the same part there...Herb Ward, Son reading the sketches... . 
former Broadway designer, hurried | Russell George has succeeded 


Cornell MacNeil in the male lead 
of ‘The Consul.” ... Martin Gabel 
will play the Earl of Kent in the 
Robert L. Joseph-Alexander H, 
Cohen revival of “King ‘Lear.” 
Byron Bentley as pressagent with Louis Calhern as star....An 
Sydney J. Harris, Chicago Daily! additional $15,000 was distributed 
News drama critic, was injured last | last week to backers of “Member 
week in an auto crash at Burns, ' of the Wedding,” bringing the total 
| Ore., but is. due back on the job; profit to $37,500 thus far on the 
Oct. 2... Douglas Watson is set for $75,000 production. . .. Ruth Mat- 
ithe part of Romeo in the Olivia de’ teson has a co-featured role with 
| Havilland revival of “Romeo and Cyril Ritchard, Madge Elliott and 
Juliet,” to be presented by Dwight John Emery in “The Relapse, or 
Deere Wiman. The production will} Virtue in Danger.” currently in re- 
open a tryout tour Dec. 21 in New. hearsal. ... Charles Freeman, who 
Haven, with the Broadway pre-| staged the “Diamond Lil” revival 
miere set for early March. | with Mae West, will get a royalty 

Claude Dauphin will remain from the show’s tour, sponsored by 
with “Happy Time” until Sept. 30,| the Shuberts. If such a setup had 
when Roger Dann, understudy, will not been worked out, Herbert J. 
take over the leading part. Richard Freezer, who co-produced the ‘re- 
Hart exits his featured role Oct. 8, | vival on Broadway, was ready to 
with Tod Andrews succeeding... take legal action to halt the tour. 
The Omaha Community Playhouse Mary Hunter, who staged out- 
last week refused a demand of the | door musicals at Dallas last sum- 
local American Legion Post that mer, flies to the Coast today (Wed.) 
it cancel a scheduled production of | to confer with Ken Englund and 
Garsen Kanin’s “Born Yesterday” Sidney Field abo ut the revised 
because the author is listed in “Red script of their “Deep, Seductive 
Channels. | Wound,” for which she is sought 

The ANTA Play Series, planned as director. = Sammy Fain has 
for this fall at the ANTA Play- succeeded Burton Lane as com- 
| house, N. Y., may include Gertrude | poser _on “Flahooley,” for which 
Lawrence in “Major Barbara,’ E. Y. Harburg and Fred Saidy are 
Katharine Cornell in “Captain authoring the book and lyrics... . 
| 8rassbound’s Conversion,” Helen | William Eythe will be a lead in 
Hayes in Barrie’s “Mary Rose.” | “Out of This World,” with Char- 
| Judith Anderson in Robinson lotte Greenwood and Billie Red- 
Jeffers’ “Tower Beyond Tragedy” | field. . .. Sylvia Siegler will estab- 
and Louis Jouvet’s French reper-| lish branches of her Show-of-the- 
tory company ... Suit by Stanley | Month Club in Boston and Phila- 
Eiiman, head of. Encore scenic! delphia. ... Margaret Webster has 
studio, to force a sale of Elisabeth | cancelled the scheduled tour of her 
Bergner’s personal belongings. to Shakespeare repertory company 
satisfy a $1,700 judgment for because of insufficient financing. 
money owed on a Broadway pvv-'. Theatre Enterprises, which 
duction of several seasons ago, has| presented “Forward the Heart” 
been postponed at least two weeks! two seasong ago, opens an off- 


'from Chicago last week to enter 
Polyclinic hospital Harry Mins- 
key succeeded Dave Rosen as com- 
| pany manager of “Two Blind Mice,” 
with Lorella Val-Mery replacing 


} 





(THIS WEEK) 


stock season with Richard Charl- ‘eet @ tee ee West 
ad o e Family”’—West- 


ton at Santa Fe and taking a 
week's vacation at her Texas home, Prt ‘Conn.’ Country Playhouse 
Ann Lee has arrived in Holly-| (1823) (Reviewed in Variety this 
wood to ready the winter stock Week.’ 

season at her Sombrero Playhouse, | (NEXT WEEK) 

Phoenix . .. Play agents Carl Cowl’ “The Antagonis*”—Hilltop Thea- 
iand Claire Leonard have split up tre, Lutherville, Md. (26-1). 


by N. Y. supreme court judge | Broadway operation tomorrow 
Bernard Botein. Meanwhile, how- | (Thurs.) through Sunday (24) at the 
ever, Hattie Carnegie slapped an-| Master Institute, N. Y., wiih 
| Other judgment of $96 on the “Mourner's Bench,” by Maire 
actress for an unpaid costume bill. | Nolan. ’ 
a ogg nod Assn. will hold its | 

rst fall meeting Oct. 3 at the 
Theatre Guild office, N. Y, Strawhat Tryouts 

After concluding her summer | 

| 
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Barn Producer's Lot Not All Hay, NEW-THEATRE No Serious Booking Jam Expected On 


Has $7,415 Loss; Other Loft News 


Princeton, Sept. 19. 
McCarter Theatre, operated as a 
strawhat last summer by Herbert 
Kenwith, had a very bad season 
and may not reopen in 1951. In 
iis nine-week season, the spot had 
only five profitable weeks, absorb- 


ing a net operating loss of $1,464 | 
in addition to its $5,951 prelim-. 


inary expenses. 
Only sock week was provided by 
Eve Arden, with the top gross of 
nearly $8,700 and an operating 
profit of over $2,200 for “Over 21. 
However, that was negated by La- 
raine Day’s sad $3,900 in “Angel 
Street.” for a loss of $2,300, and 
Raymond Massey in “Our Town,” 
for a gross of $4,100, and a loss of 
$2,100. Other weeks’ results were 
Shelley Winters in “Born Yester- 
day,” which grossed $7,000 and 
netted $800; Franchot Tone and 
Margaret Lindsay in “Second Man,” 
which grossed $6,300 and netted 
$95; Burgess Meredith in “Harvey,” 
grossing $6,800 and netting almost 
$400: Margo in “Respectful Prosti- 
tute.” taking in $5,700 and netting 
over $700; “Gay Divorcee,” with 
Jack Whiting, Carol Stone and 
Lenore Lonergan, which grossed 
$5.300 and lost $400, and Zachary 
Scott in “Blind Alley,” grossing 
$4.500 and losing $900. 


Total gross for the season topped | 
$52,300, and among the total items. 


of expense were $33.600 for pay- 
roll, $329 for boxoffice, $200 for 
front of the house, $250 directors’ 
fees, $2,748 advertising, $597 pub- 
licity and postering, $3,630 royal- 
ties, $473 props, $380 wardrobe, 
$354 company transportation, 
$1.255 printing and mailing, $1,125 
for rent, $805 electrical, $293 
sound, $175 painting, $694 miscel- 
laneous, $450 agents’ fees, $484 so- 
cial security taxes and the $5,951 
pre-production outlay. Latter item 
included $1,505 payroll, $914 elec- 
tric, $850 air-conditioning, $385 
telephone, $300 accounting, $488 
scenery and props and $337 adver- 
tising. 

Summer's operation represented 
an investment of $7,500 and assets 
as of the season end included about 
$3.000 in cash, an Equity bond of 
$3.160, a theatre deposit of $1,000 
and a $90 deposit for costumes. 
There were also liabilities of over 
$1,200. 





Boat ‘Smash’ Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J., Sept. 19. 
“Show Boat,” final bill of the 
season, 18 proving bonanza of the 
year at St. John Terrell’s Music 
(Continued on page 60) 


Evans Winding ‘Disciple’ 
Tour; Plans to Resume 
It Next Spring in Eas 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

Maurice Evans, winding up an 
engagement at the Geary here this 
week, will close his “Devil's Dis- 
ciple” tour Oct. 14 in Los Angeles 
and, after completing a co-starring 
assignment with Ethel Barrymore 
in Metro’s filmization of “Kind 
Lady,” will return east to super- 
Vise the winter drama season at 
the N. Y. City Center. He plans 
to resume the “Disciple” tour next 
spring, playing such key spots as 
Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago, 
Where the Shaw revival hasn't 
been seen. 





While on the Coast, the star | 


hopes to line up names for the 
City Center schedule. The film 
assignment, for which he signed 
a will be his first in the 


Sarah Churchill’s Tour 


Hel'ywood, Sept. 19. 
’ Sarah Churchill will return to 
England next month after a two- 
week West Coast tour doing mono- 
logs and readings from classics. 
‘our was set up by Paul Greg- 





ory, who also arranged the recent 


Charles Laughton series of Bible- 
and - classics-reading appearances, 
and has set a somewhat similar 
tour for actor director Hume Cro- 
hyn for next spring. 





+ 


Came Prepared 


New Hope, Pa., Sept. 19. 

When the cast of “Dream 
Girl” took its final curtain 
call Saturday night (16) at the 
Bucks County Playhouse, resi- 
dent actor Harry Mehaffey 
stepped to the footlights and 
said he’d like to introduce a 
character who hadn’t been on- 
Stage all year. After eulogiz- 
ing the gent in question, he 
announced, “And now will the 
ushers kindly go out and 
collar our producer, Theron 
Bamberger.” Presenting the 
impresario with engraved cu(ff 
links as a token from the cast, 
he turned to Bamberger for 
an acceptance speech. 

“Gee,” blinked the strawhat 
maestro, “I’m glad I wore a 
white shirt for a change.” 


‘Angels OK in 406 
‘Wisteria Deficit 


“Wisteria Trees,” which closed 
Saturday night (16) after 21 weeks 
| (165 performanees) at the Martin 
| Beck, N. Y., represents a deficit of 
around $40,000, but will not in- 
'volve any loss for the _ backers. 











| That is because the adaptor-direc- | 


tor, Joshua Logan, has arranged to 
devote his royalties to making 


' good the deficit, plus the fact that | 


Orange Productions, which he and 
co - producer Leland Hayward 
|jointly own, guaranteed the in- 
| vestors against loss. 
The production, 


financed’ at 


$100,000, actually cost about $110.- | 


000 to bring to Broadway, includ- 
ing around $25,000 in bonds and 
deposits. Although it played to 
,several weeks of large grosses, 
| chiefly on the strength of a huge 
‘advance sale, subsequent losing 
/ weeks used up most of the operat- 
ing profit, leaving an operating net 
of only about $5,000. Besides the 
| bonds and deposits, assets include 
about $40,000 worth of electrical 
equipment. 

Logar’s accumulated author-di- 
rector royalties, which will be 
credited against the show’s accu- 
| mulated deficit, reportedly amount 
|/to about $33,000. That excludes 
about $7,500 he paid to cover oper- 





jating deficits for losing weeks. 
| Logan, who adapted the drama 
ifrom Chekhov's: “The Cherry 


| Orchard,” hasn't actually taken a 
cent of royalty from the show 
, since its road tryout opened. In 
| addition, Helen Hayes, the star, 
recently took a salary slice at’ her 
/ own suggestion, 

Orance Productions, which pre- 
'sented the show and guaranteed 
|the backers against loss, has vari- 


/ous assets, including interests in | 


several hit shows, such as ‘Mister 
| Roberts” and “South Pacific,” and 
it owns the rights to a number of 
literary properties. 


SOL LESSER, STILLMAN 
OWN 31%, OF ‘CHIFFON’ 


Two indie film producers own 
31° of “Black Chiffon,” British 
legiter which is now trying out in 
Boston and slated to preem on 
Broadway next Wednesday (27), 
| The film men are Sol Lesser, who 
owns 21° of the play, and Robert 
, Stillman, who holds 10°. 





: | 
Both acquired their interests for 


pounds sterling their films had 
earned in England and which were 
frozen there. 
the film rights to the show, which 
is being produced in New York by 
John Wildberg. 

| Flora Robson stars in the play, 
written by Lesley Storm. It was 


originally produced in England and | 
is being presented here with the 
| British -cast. 


Lesser also acquired | 


ETUPD LOOM 


| By HOBE MORRISON 

; Legit is apparently undergoing 
a virtual revolution in theatre 

| building and operation. 

| spread of theatre - in - the - round, 


| both the tent-show and hotel ball- ' 


| room versions, plus the inroads of 
| television and radio in taking over 
}Jegit houses, especially in New 
York, are indications of the trend. 
But there are various others. 
The two-fold theatre - in -the- 
eo development, and the loss 
| 





of existing legit houses to tele- 
vision and radio, are different as- 
| pects of changing economic con- 
| ditions. Both stem from. the 
steadily rising cost of legit pro- 
; duction and operation. But other 
j manifestations of the same eco- 
| nomic situation are the number of 
| bookings of musical shows in audi- 
| toriums and music halls instead of 
| regular legit houses, the dearth of 


new theatre construction, and the | 


growing popularity of such out- 
‘door operations as St. Louis, Dal- 
| las, Pittsburgh, etc. 

| According to theatre operators, 
‘all these simultaneous develop- 
ments are closely related phases 
of revolutionary change. In many 
cases, it’s predicted, the smaller 
and even medium-size legit houses 
of traditional design are doomed. 
In general, they will be taken over 
by television or radio, 
down. Legit, meanwhile, will turn 
more and more te larger houses 
of traditional design, or medium- 
size theatres of radically new de- 
sign. 

In any case, it’s argued, it’s idle 
to decry the loss of theatres to 
television or radio. They are, in 

(Continued on page 58) 


Tent-Show for Westport 
Seen Playhouse Rival; 
Form Corporate Setup 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 19. 


Tent-show for arena-style presen- 
tation of musical comedies and op- 
'erettas is being planned for next 
/summer here. Group of local resi- 
/dents is reportedly dickering with 
|St. John Terrell, producer of the 
| Musical Circus at Lambertville, 
'N. J., to manage a similar operation 
| here. Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
'Richard Rodgers 
| Schwab, associates of Terrell in the 
| Lambertville spot, would also be 
| interested in this one. 
| Plans for such a canvas play- 
house were announced last spring 





| by Lawrence Langner, who oper-, 
‘ates the local Westport Country | 
| Playhouse in partnership with John | 


'C. Wilson. However, the only tan- 
gible result was the decision by 
James Westerfield and Ben Boyar 
to shift their proposed Melody Fair 
from the Norwalk-Wilton town 
|line near here to Danbury, some 


|miles away, where they operated | 


through the summer. Langner 
never did anything about carrying 
‘his announced plans out. 

Musie Circus of America, the 
| corporate outfit through which 
| Terrell operates the Lambertville 
' spot and will produce others, will 
| be chartered this week at Albany. 
| Officers, besides Terrell, include 
| Schwab, attorney Howard Rein- 
| heimer, producer Richard Aldrich 
‘(who operates the Cape Cod Music 


Circus, at Hyannis, Mass.) and 
Richard Myers, and_ tent-show 
stager Robert Jarvis. Directors 


include Rodgers, Hammerstein and 
TV producer’ Richard Berger. 
Cornelius P. Cotter, manager of 
the Lambertville tent, is general 
, manager, and the pressagents are 
William Fields and Arthur Cantor. 


Romero’s Coast Bow 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Cesar Romero makes his local 
legit bow Oct. 9, starring in “Strict- 
ly Dishonorable” at Las Palmas, as 
'the first in a series of revivals with 
name stars to be presented by Har- 





‘man. Kennedy will direct. 
Fred Clark has also been inked 
;for a top role in the opener, 


The rapid | 


or torn, 


and Laurence | 


Bway This Fall for Ist Time in Years 





Guild Still Seeking 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 


a replacement for Jack Kilty as 
Curly in “Oklahoma.” The 


Role was to have gone to Wilton 
Clary, who played it on the road 
for a couple of seasons, but he’s 
just signed for the new Lawrence 
Tibbett-Muriel Rahn musical, “The 
Barrier,” and won't be available. 

Kilty, who played “Oklahoma ’ 
in London for a couple of years, 
took the part in the current pyro- 
duction for six weeks to start the 
1950-51 tour. Production was here 
last week~and is in Baltimore cur- 
rently. 





Credits Managers 


~ Of South Pacific’ 


Denver. 
Editor. VARIETY: 
Orchids to Harold Goldberg, 
company manager of “South Pa- 


cific,” and Tommy “Turner, stage | 


manager, for the gigantic job they 
did in bringing the show into Den- 
ver. You had a squib in last week's 
paper about the train wreck at 
Green River, Wyo., coming into 
Denver. You have no idea what 
happened. If it had not been for 
‘these two gentlemen, 3,300 Denver 
people would have missed a per- 
formance of “South Pacific,” tickets 
| for which were sold last May. 

| I consider Goldberg one of the 
great managers in this business be- 
cause this is not the first time that 
he has had mishaps due to train 
connections, but he always gets the 
show on. In Green River the bag- 
gage cars were wrecked and he 
saw to it that all the baggage was 
‘transferred into other cars and 
brought into Denver. He also per- 
suaded the company to give an ex- 
/tra performance here. Turner also 
| worked like a demon to get the 


formance, 


These men should have recog- 
nition. Congressional medals are 
handed. out to heroes and in our 
business they should be given a 
diploma, at least. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder. 


‘RED, WHITE, BLUE’ TOUR 
_ SET THROUGH FEB, 10 


Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 


Total of 22 dates, extending 
through next Feb. 10, have been 
set for “Red, White and Blue,” new 
.revue which LeRoy Prinz and 
Owen Crump are producing for the 
American Legion. Show bows Oct. 
7 at the local Downtown Para- 
mount for a 19-day run, first weex 
of which coincides with the Ameri- 
can Legion Convention here. 
Following the local stand, “Red, 
White and Blue” plays two days in 
Pasadena and two days in Long 
Beach before heading out of Pasa- 
dena. Company of 125 then starts 
eastward, plaving two nights each 
in Phoenix, El Paso and San An- 
tonio, five nights in Houston and 
then moves to Fort Worth, Dallas, 
Oklahoma Ci:y, Tusa and Wichita 
for two nights each. After four 
nights in Kansas City, show plays 
,two in Topeka, three in Des 
| Moines, two in Davenport, four in 
| Indianapolis, two in Dayton, six in 
Cincinnati, eight in Detroit, two in 





Flint and three in Grand Rapids | 


New Curly for ‘Okla.’ 


Theatre Guild is still looking for 
actor 


leaves the show at end of Boston | 
engagement middle of next month. | 


show on, so we only lost one per- | 


+ For the first time in ‘years, no 


serious booking jam is 
on Broadway this fall. 

only two houses are ostensibly 
without bookings, various others 
| will probably become available if 
{the anticipated proportion of in- 
coming productions fail to click. 
Also, if the pressure of new shows 
were to become stronger than an- 
ticipated, some of the moderate- 
grossing holdovers would be 
| forced out. 

| The question of what constitutes 
_a booking jam is naturally a mat- 
ter of opinion. Whenever a pro- 
| ducer cannot get the particular 
{house he prefers at the terms he 
}expects, he’s likely to blame it on 
'a booking jam. Conversely, thea- 
{tre owners practically never admit 
|'the existence of a booking jam, 
|sinece their idea of healthy condi- 
‘tions is apt to be one in which 
‘their houses are in demand, and 
|they can select shows and get the 
{terms they want. 

| But a tipoff on the situation this 
|fall is that the operators of most 
| theatres, even ones whose houses 
are already booked for incoming 
shows, are quietly dickering for 
subsequent attractions. Also, two 
shows with theatres set for their 
openings already face the prospect 
of having to move to other loca- 
| tions within a few weeks. One 
such is “Affairs of State,” which 
| must vacate the Royale to make 
| way after several weeks for 
i**Lady’s Not for Burning.” The 
‘other is “Curious Savage,” which 
| was set for the Booth, but lost that 
| house when the Shuberts substi- 
tuted “Day After Tomorrow” 
'there. The John Patrick play is 
|now slated to open at the Beck, 
| but must move shortly in favor 
lof the incoming “Ring "Round the 
' Moon.” 

Theatres with incoming book- 
'ings include the Barrymore (‘‘Bell, 
, Book and Candle’’), Beck (‘‘Savage” 
(Continued on page 60) 


Philly Ticket Broker 
Called by Grand Jury; 
Named in Senate Probe 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

Abe Glassman, operator of one 
of Philly’s largest theatre ticket 
| agencies, was summoned last week 
'to appear before a Federal Grand 
| Jury investigating rackets in this 
| city and the metropolitan area, 
, Government attorneys gave report- 
ers no reason for the summons, 
| U. S. Senate’s crime investigat- 
|ing committee, in its report on 
' Miami Beach, listed an “Abe Glass- 
man, of Philadelphia” as being 
among the clientele and associates 
of a gambling syndicate operaiing 
_out of one of the resort's leading 
| hotels. 
| Oscar Hammerstein, Ii, has been 
‘called for possible service as mem- 
_ber of grand jury. Composer, who 
lives near Doylestown, Pa., was 
| among 15 persons summoned to en 
| large the present panel of 19 mem. 
| bers. The new veniremen are to 
‘report at the Federal Building here 
| Thursday (21) morning. 
' At Hammerstein’s farm home the 
'composer’s wife said he is in New 
_ York and is occupied with prepara- 
‘tions of “Burning Bright,” new 
|John Steinbeck drama which he 
and Richard Rodgers are produe- 
‘ing. The play opens a pre-Broad- 
‘way tryout next week in New 
Haven, The composer was subse- 
| quently excused from jury duty, 
it was learned this afternoon 
(Tues.). 


Elsa Lanchester Hurt; 
| Laughton Subs for Her 


Hollywood. Sep*. 19. 
Elsa Lanchester missed the Sat- 


expected 
Although 








} 





before opening Jan. 1 at the Civic ‘urday night 16) performance at her 


Opera House, Chicago, for a six- Turnabout Theatre 


week stay. 


It was 
years. 


ere, 


‘her first absence in eight 


Touring star has not yet been Actress walked into a door at home, 
old J. Kennedy and Paul Schreib- selected, but George Jessel will breaking a blood vessel-in her eye. 


star during the Los Angeles pre- | 


Her husband, Charles Laughton, 


miere and Joe E. Brown is a pos- subbed, doing one of his reading 


; sibility thereafter. 


)routines. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Season in the Sun 
Boston, Sept. 12. 


Courtney Burr and Malcolm Pearson 
resentation of comedy in three acts by 
Wolcott Gibbs. Stars Richard Whorf and 


Nancy Kelly. Directed by Burgess Mere- | 


costumes, 


dith; scenery, Boris Aronson; 

Natalie Barth Walker, At Wilbur, Bos- 
ton, Sept. 12, ’50 

Billy Crane .......ccee .. Eugene Stiener ; 
Marcia Crané......+++ ..-Kathy Chapman 
George Crane.....++- «++. Richard Whorf 
Emily Crane...c.ceces vr Nancy Kelly 
Mae Jermyn. .....csseee- Grace Valentine 
Charles Farber.....se+0++-+- Jack Weston 
Michael, Lindsay.....++.+- George Ives 


Eddie Mayehoff 
Doreen Lang 
Joan Diener 
King Calder 
Paula Laurence 
Anthony Ross 
Charles Thompson 
Stanley Martin 
Gould 


Paul Anderson 
Virginia Anderson 
Deedy Barton 
John Colgate 
Molly Burden 
Arthur Dodd 
Will Jermyn 

Messenger Boy....+..+-++> 
Woman 


«seeteeees 
seeeeentes 
ce eee teas eeete 
eee eeneeenee 
see tees eeeee 
eeeeeeeees 


Maggie 





It isn’t hard to predict that Wol- 
cott Gibbs’ “Season in the Sun” is 
going to keep him and his B’way 
audiences comfortably warm for 
some time to come. Properly 
touched up here, it is clearly in 
the works as the first and perhaps 
top comedy hit of the season. 

In the cold light of analysis, the 
New Yorker critic’s first play is as 
shaky a proposition as Gibbs him- 
self ever devastated with a hunk of | 
lethally-barbed prose. In it are 
dramatic cliches (a little girl over-| 
hearing papa making a pitch to a 
blonde and reporting it to mama 
with artless precosity, to cite but 
one) that, in less ‘amusing pieces, 
would send the critic and all his 
colleagues scuttling up the aisle 
shuddering. In it, also, is a plot, if | 
such it can be called, that might 
just miss third prize in the_play- 
wrighting class of Jones Junior) 
High. 

But this—as in the case of a few 


other fellows by the name of 
Shakespeare, Moliere, etc.—isn’t 
the point. For, in telling the story | 


of a New Yorker “Talk of the 
Town” writer who heaves his job 
to compose, in the hilariously in- 
congruous atmosphere of Fire Is- 
land, the great American novel, the 
author achieves’ extraordinarily 
comic characterization and a neat, 
if not gaudy, point. He also 
achieves some of the sharpest dia- 
log to appear in many a new day. 

Reduced to its simplest terms, 
and it never gets very complex, the 
story finds George Crane contem- 
plating both his previous literary 
output and his previous associates | 
with that non-alcoholic majesty at- 
tained only by those who have gone 
on the wagon. He cannot under- 
stand the tolerant amusement his 
new attitude reflects in his wife, | 
who feels that his work, his col-| 
leagues and his way of life are| 
perfectly suited. The arrival of an} 
accommodating blonde in company | 
with an old journalistic friend leads | 
to the inevitable break with his | 
wife, the equally inevitable re-| 
union, junking of the novel, and| 
return to the gay old life. 


The playwright’s method, once 
he gets his narrative line under 
way, is merely to introduce the 
wonderful procession of characters, 
give each what amounts to a comic 
monolog, and keep the story go- 
ing somehow between the subse- 
quent appearances of each. There 
is first of all the beat-up old land- 
lady (gorgeously done by Grace 
Valentine), then a couple of the 
Fire Island boys (caught to the life 
by Jack Weston and George Ives), 
and then a screamingly pompous 
suburbanite and his wife (done 
memorably by Eddie Mayehoff with 
a neat assist by Doreen Lang). 

There follow the _ benevolent 
blonde (done with-full measure of 
voluptuosity by Joan Diener), the 
roistering journalist (with King 
Calder at his best), the super- 
madame of the super-call market 
(drily done by Paula Lawrence), 
the editor of the magazine (made a 

reposterously vivid portrait of 

arold Ross by Anthony Ross), and 
the landlady’s whimsical husband 
(drolly done by Charles Thomp- 
son). 

This is not to mention the superb 
characterizations of the novelist 
himself, played on a virtuoso level 


looks like the best bet for future | 
Broadway presentation that Hedge- | 
row has had in years. As it is, right | 





| Twain, written 


It might be added that Boris Aron- 
son’s set of a Fire Island beach 
house in toto is a knockout, that, 
Natalie Walker’s costumes are gay 
and picturesque, and that there are 
a couple of juvenile performances 
(by Eugene Steiner and* Kathy 
'Chapman) that are okay. The com-. 
edy got nine curtains at opener, 
fairly unusual in this town. Elie. 





The Man Who Corrupted 
Hadleyburg 
Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 


Hedgerow Theatre presentation of com- 
edy in two acts by Bernard Evslin, drama- 
tized from the short story by Mark Twain. 
Directed by Ronald Bishop; scenery, Ron- 
ald Bishop; lighting, Martha Handley; cos- 





tumes, Dolores Tanner. At Hedgerow 
Theatre, Rose-Valley, Pa., Sept. 15, °50. 
Here is an item way outside 


Hedgerow Theatre’s usual category 
and one that suggests a multitude 
of ideas for its future career. The 
author, Bernard Evslin, has taken a 
fairly well-known story by Mark 
in kis middle-to- 
late period, has captured much of 
the gusto of the famed American 
writer as well as plenty of his sar- 
donic wit, and hasn’t hesitated to 
make numerous changes. 

This, alone, is no mean achieve: | 
ment and the dramatized version 
of ‘“‘The Man Who Corrupted Had- 
leyburg’” would have been assured 
of a certain definite artistic im-, 
portance on this score alone. How- 


lever, it is the novel and extremely 


imaginative direction given the) 
Hedgerow production by Ronald 
Bishop that makes this a real 
standout. 


Bishop uses the ballet technique 
in his presentation of Twain’s story 
and he has done a masterful job. 
The two mdods, of mordaunt, bit- 
ing small-town comedy, and of 
fanciful flights of imagination, 
never clash. All the characters 
join, at one time or another, in the 
ballet and it is a distinct credit to 
Hedgerow that, while not going 
heavily terpsichorean, its members 
come up with their dance and 
chorus requirements with ease and 
nonchalance. 

In the second act, the author, 
with Bishop’s aid, turns the theatre 
into a village Town Hall and allows 
the action to rove up and down the 
aisles and even occupy some of the! 
orchestra seats, a la Olsen and) 
Johnson. This has been achieved 
to an extraordinary degree and 


| that goes for lighting, settings, cos- 


tumes and acting as well as Bishop's 
extremely facile direction. 

The Mark Twain story tells of a 
young man summoned to the bed-| 
side of his uncle in the small (pre- | 
sumably western) town of Hadley- | 
burg, which has the reputation of 
being the only completely incor-| 
ruptible community in the US.) 
Uncle, however, doesn’t agree with | 
this viewpoint of the town’s moral | 
virtues; in fact he thinks they’re all | 
a bunch of errant hypocrites and 
he bequeathes to his nephew, in 
addition to a sum of money, the! 
task of “‘corrupting Hadleyburg.” | 

The scheme involves the ‘“plant- 
ing” of a bag supposedly filled with | 
gold, to the tune of $40,000, in the 
home of one reputable burgher, | 
with a note explaining that the 


been befriended by a prominent | 


| obviously 


| avoid 


citizen of Hadleyburg whose name | : : 
he doesn’t know but whose kind band (his first part in the U. S.).! circles it’s regarded as significant 


' now, this is about the juiciest pack- | 
‘age 
that’s been seen around these parts 


of footlight entertainment 


in a long time—lusty, gusty, by 


‘turn hilarious and rueful, captur- 


ing the mood of Twain and at the 
same time injecting the flavor of 
a Broadway musical. Waters. 





Play on B’way 


, 











Daphne Laureola 


Leland Hayward & Herman Shumlin 
presentation, in association with Laurence 
Olivier, of comedy-drama in three acts 
(four scenes), by James Bridie. Stars 
Edith Evans, Cecil Parker; features Ernest 


Jay, Peter Williams, John Van Dreelen, 
Martin Miller, Mark Stone. Staged by 
Murray Macdonald: lighting, Ralph Als- 


wang. At Music Box, N. Y., Sept. 18, °50; 
$4.80 top. 

Maisie MacArthur 
Bill Wishforth 
Helen Willis 


Joyce Linden 
Robin Lloyd 
Eileen O’Hara 


Bob Kentish... ccccvcess Alexander Harris 
re Martin Miller 
EGY PAS... .ccocsoscte Edith Evans 
Ernest Piaste....cccce: John Van Dreelen 
Bored WOM. .cccccces Elizabeth Ashley 
ear eee Ireland Wood 
Bees GUO. i058 6060606800002 Ernest Jay 
Dar; DEREOOR, oc bsvecscetons Mark Stone 
WHGNS , <b x~ 05:440.66000605 Peter Williams 


Cecil Parker 
Terence Owen 


Sir Joseph Pitts 
Restaurant Manager 


ee 


ee eeees 





With Edith Evans giving an in- 
candescent performance in her 
original starring role, “Daphne 
Laureola” is an amusing, occa- 
sionally touching and frequently 
captivating comedy. But it prob- 
ably won't repeat its London 
smash. The James Bridie 
has a_ provocative, if not com- 
pletely credible, first act and a sa- 
gacious, affecting second act, but 
drifts into puzzling mysticism and 
symbolism in the third. The gifted 
Miss Evans is its principal asset. 

The play, presented here by Le- 
land Hayward and Herman Shum- 
lin, in association with Laurence 
Olivier, who produced it originally 
in London, has apparently been re- 
vised slightly, at least to the ex- 
tent of the elimination of two bit 
parts in the opening and closing 
restaurant scenes, ‘However, it 
remains essentially as 
seen in the West End, with Cecil 
Parker giving a persuasively subtle 
performance of the octogenarian 
husband and most of the other 
principals unchanged. And since 
the staging and scenery are the 
same, its fate on Broadway will be 
a yardstick of British and Ameri- 
can audience tastes. 

Bridie’s comedy, the title of 
which refers to a fable in Greek 
mythology, is about a middle-aged 
femme dipsomaniac who enchants 
an ‘impressionable youth in a 
cheap restaurant. When he and the 
other assorted patrons arrive at the 


lady’s home for tea to which she | 


doesn’t remember inviting them, 
her husband shrewdly extricates 
her from the situation by sending 
the youth away. In the third act, 
after the husband has died, the 
lady returns to the restaurant with 
a younger spouse and manages to 
shattering the over-emo- 
tional youth’s illusions. 

Besides Miss Evans, whose per- 
formance should establish her as 
‘one of the finest actresses on 


don, Parker makes an impressive 
co-starring appearance as the hus- 


play | 


deed he wants to repay. The key There are also capable supporting 


to lie in a parting remark he made rulously pompous _ restaurant pa- 
to the one-time gambler and the tron, John Van Dreelen as the 
'solution will only be found when youth, and Peter Williams ag the 
‘the bag is opened. \lady’s servant-bodyguard. Joyce 
Just as the uncle expected, all Linden, Robin Lloyd, 
Hadleyburg’s bigwigs claim to have O'Hara, Alexander Harris, Martin 
been the benefactor and, through a Miller, Elizabeth Ashley, Treland 
trick, they are all led to supply | Wood and Mark Stone are effective 
what is supposedly the important | types in bit parts. 
speech. Their duplicity is exposed| Murray Macdonald’s_ direction 
;at the Town Hall meeting when seems properly unobtrusive and.the 
the minister reads their various | original settings by Roger Furse 
letters of explanation. One couple and Roger Ramsdell (who are de- 
alone is apparently innocent of | nied program credit under U. 5. 


to the identity of the man is said portrayals by Ernest Jay as a gar- | 


Eileen | 


charges of greed and avarice and 
to them is given a reward left by 
the Uncle. Ironically enough—and 
typical Twain—they are equally 





by Richard Whorf, and the wife, 
which finds Nancy Kelly giving 
—- the best performance of 
er career. The reason all this 
proves so entertaining, aside from 
the sheer wit and invention of the 
lines, is that everybody in the audi- 
ence is either well aware of the 
identity of the prototypes or rec- 
ognizes, in those not drawn from 
the author’s circle, the validity of 
the types. On Broadway this audi- 
ence identification should prove 
one of its strongest attractions. On 
tour this factor is of less impor- 
tance, but the comic impact is al- 
ways strong enough to carry. 
There are, at this point, a num- 
ber of weaknesses ranging from 
incorrect timing of laughs to in- 
convenient stretches of dullness. 
However, it appears that Burgess 
Meredith's direction (which is in- 
ventive and lively of itself) and 
Wolcott Gibbs’ doctoring will prob- 
ably extend this sunny season 
around the calendar indefinitely, 


'guilty but the minister, in return 
|for a past favor, has withheld that 
particular letter. Hadleyburg is 
/now wide open, filled with bicker- 
|ing, dissension and thoroughly cor- 
rupted, and the young man departs 
|for other fields. 


Jasper Deeter, Hedgerow’s foun- | 


der, has one of the best roles of 


scenic artists’ 
are acceptable. 


union regulations) 
Hobe. 





‘Ballet Russe Agrees 


To Jobless Insurance 
American Guild of Musical Art- 


last week for a new basic agree- 
|ment with Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, has persuaded the manage- 


ists, in its negotiations completed | 





Legit Housing a Problem 


Continued from page 57 





effect, being abandoned by legit; Vanderbilt (ABC). The National, 


' because they no longer meet the| Biltmore, 
‘economic needs of the stage, so 
their loss to other forms of show 
In some 
cases, it may even benefit the the- 
' atre, since the revenue from tele, 


biz is inconsequential. 


Playhouse, Century, 
| Broadway, Cort and 48th Street 
_are also understood to be available 
| for tele-radio lease or purchase 
if terms are satisfactory. 


The likelihood that the need for 


and radio may enable the owners | additional television studio facili- 


to continue as legit producers and | ties will continue to increase 
possibly even build more modern! the prospect of a steady ri: 


houses for stage presentations. 
In-the-Round Spread ,; 
Spread of in-the-round theatres, 


both indoor and tents, obviously | TV. 


plus 
rise in 
legit production and operating 
costs, apparently presages further 
switches of Broadway theatres to 
And, also stemming from 


reflects changing economic condi-| Pyramiding legit costs, it’s expect- 


tions. 


tions involve reduced production | tinue 
scenic | pacity houses formerly used for 


costs through simplified 
setups and fractional operating ex- 


penses because of the lesser stage- , 


hand payrolls, they are figured 
| likely to continue to mushroom, 
and wholesale plans in that direc- 
‘tion are under way. But some 
other form of theatrical presenta- 
tion, involving novel building de- 
sign, will probably also be evolved 
to meet new requirements. 
Although the trend may now be 


in abeyance, with film attendance | 


generally rising, there may ulti- 


_aid in offsetting deficits. 


mately be a return to recent con-| 
ditions, which saw the shuttering | 


of numerous’. picture houses 
throushout the country. Operators 
of some such houses had been try- 
ing to work out some system of 


routing musical comedy and op-| 


eretta revivals over a new circuit 


they would form, with the N. Y.| 


City Center as the production hub 
of the setup. 
other significant change 
overall legit picture. 

A basic development, sooner or 
-later, must be the construction of 
| new houses in New York, where 

no legit theatre has been built in 


in the 


about 25 years, and also on the) 


But that will probably In-| | chorus of 54 and a special dance 


road. 
volve drastic modification of tra- 
ditional theatre design, 
| economic reasons. 
| it’s 
' seat theatre would cost as much 
as $4,000,000-$5,000,000 
struct at current prices, which are 
due to rise even higher in the 
near future. 
New Types Of Design 

On the basis of such an invest- 
ment, 


That would be an-: 


also for, 
For example, | 
estimated that a new 1,500-| 
|another 15 operas, 


to con-!' 


Since both types of opera-|ed that straight shows will con- 


to require the larger-ca- 
musicals, while touring musicals 
will be booked more and more in- 
to music halls and auditoriums. 
That will tend to accentuate the 
present trend of shutting down 
regular legit houses. 


$1,250,000 Budget | 


Continued from page 56 




















Depart- 
ment heads have been warned to 
watch costs, and that they must 
break even. 

The ballet troupe is returning 
this week from a 10-week tour of 
Europe, and will resume at the 
Center in November. Interest 
centers on the opera troupe, which 
begins an eight-week fall season 
tomorrow (21). 

Variety of Repertoire 


What impresses about the opera 
troupe is the variety of its reper- 


toire, the number of its singers 
and its general artistic growth 
since its beginnings in 1944, 


Troupe this year is the largest it’s 
ever been, with over 50 principais, 


group of another 14 people. 
Troupe will give 15 operas dur- 
ing the eight fall weeks. (It has 
already per- 
formed, on its reserve, or inactive 
list). In variety or richness, the 
troupe’s repertory is considered by 


|many to be unequaled elsewhere 


a theatre would have to) 


make an operating profit of at| 
least $5,000 a week, 52 weeks a} 


year, to pay off. In the face of 
such a prospect, some other type 
of design will have to be used to 
increase the seating capacity with- 
out a corresponding boost in build- 
_ing costs, or to provide additional 
'revenue from some other source. 
| A proposed method of achieving 
ithe latter would be to place the 
_theatre proper on the second floor 
‘or in the basement of the build- 
} ing, with stores and restaurants 
'on the ground floor to help pay 
the overhead. That would require 
a change in the New York build- 


donor, a one-time gambler, has Broadway, as she already is in Lon- ing code, which is already in the 


; works. 
In New York theatre investment 


| that the Shuberts, by far the big- 
Zest theatre operators in town, 

were not represented at the recent 

public hearings on the proposed 

building code amendments. With 
such a huge investment in ex- 
| isting theatres, the Shuberts would 
| presumably oppose any change in 

the law that might encourage new 
/ construction and thereby jeopar- 

dize their holdings. However, they 
| apparently considered it advisable 
not to fight the proposed amend- 
| ment, at least openly. 

The recent switch of the Mans 

field to CBS, for use as a tele- 
vision studio, leaves 33 Broadway 
houses available for legit, includ- 
ing the City Center and the Bijou, 
the latter currently playing films 
and probably too small for most 
legit productions. Other houses 
are the Alvin, ANTA Playhouse, 
Barrymore, Beck, Biltmore, Booth, 
Broadhurst, Broadway, Century, 
| Coronet, Cort, Empire, 48th Street, 


ment to include unemployment 
insurance. 
'profit organization, has not been 


his career as an old town charac- 
|ter who greets the young man on 
his arrival, describes Hadleyburg 
| much as the Narrator did in Wil-| 
'der’s “Our Town,” adds his acid- SUrance, and has thus far avoided 
|ulous comments to the action from | doing so, 

‘time to time, especially in the Ballet Theatre, another 


/Town Hall scene, and finally bids | rofit group, h i 

| aahcenti’ irate deal in a sad | susphepeeamt tmeuvence sieht chose 
| The other members of Hedge- | q73 408 penny assumed this ob- 
|row’s cast surpass themselves on | ;24U0n for its dancers. New move 
this occasion and the overall effect | by Ballet Russe s considered sig- 
‘would be difficult to beat. Whether, | Mificant, as it’s considered likely 
lifted bodily into a commercial big- |that AGMA will press for insur- 
effectiveness would be lost, is a | starting next week with the | es 
matter of conjecture. It certainly , City Ballet Co., also non-profit. 


Ballet Russe, as a non-| 


required by law to carry such in- | 


non- | 


| 46th Street, Fulton, Golden, Hell- 
inger, Imperial, Lyceum, Majestic, 
Miller, Morosco, Music Box, Na- 
tional, Playhouse, Plymouth, 
Royale, St. James, Shubert, Winter 
Garden and Ziegfeld. 

Former legit houses currently 
used for radio or television in- 
clude the Adelphi (Dumont), Am- 
| bassador (Dumont), Avon (CBS), 
| Belasco (NBC), Center (NBC, 
| Elliott (CBS), 58th Street (ABC), 
| Hammerstein (CBS), Hudson 
| (NBC), International (NBC), Long- 
acre (Mutual), Mansfield (CBS), 
| New Amsterdam roof (WOR), New 
| Yorker (CBS), Ritz. (ABC) 








and | 


in the U. S. or Europe. This sea- 
son’s repertory includes seven 
Italian operas, three French, four 
German, and one Russian. 

New this year is “Die Meister- 
stnger,”’ while the season will also 


include revivals of ‘“‘Faust” and 
“Aida.” Brought over from last 
season will be “La Boheme.” 


“Carmen,” ‘Cavalleria Rusticana.” 
“Pagliacci,” ‘Don Giovanni,” 
“Love of Three Oranges,” ‘Ma- 
dama_ Butterfly,” “Marriage of 
Figaro,” “Der  Rosenkavalier.” 
“Tales of Hoffmann,” “La Travi- 
ata” and “Turandot.” 

; Met soprano Rose Bampton has 
joined the singing troupe, and four 
absentees are back in Joseph 
Laderoute, Emile Renan, Norman 
Scott and Oscar Natzka. Other 
artists include Irra Petina, Ann 
Ayars, Adelaide Bishop, Ellen Faull, 
Eva Likova, Dorothy MacNeil, Vir- 
ginia MacWatters, Dragica Mar- 
tinis, Leona Scheunemann, Gladys 
Spector, Wilma Spence, Lucia 
Tureano, Camilla Williams, Fran- 
ces Yeend, Margarita Zambrana, 
Edith Evans, Frances Bible, Wini- 
fred Heidt, Mary Kreste, Frances 


Lager, Margery Mayer, Elaine 
Malbin, Rosalind Nadell, Betty 
Wermine, Giulio Gari, Rudolnvi 


Petrak, Robert Rounseville, Na- 
thaniel Sprinzena, Fernando Ban- 
dera, Luigi Velucci, Frans Vroons, 
Raphael Arie, Cesare Bardelli, 
Walter Cassel, Edwin Dunning, 
Carlton Gauld, Raimundo Torres, 
Nino Luciano, George Jongeyans, 
Arthur Newman, James Pease, 
Eduard De Decker, Sumner Croc- 
kett, John Tyers, Richard Went- 
worth, Lawrence Winters, David 
Lloyd and Luis Pichardo. 

Ex-Met basso Friedrich Schorr 
has joined the company as special 
adviser to the German. wing. 
Laszlo Halasz, the opera company’s 
artistic director, has added Felix 
Popper to the conducting staf’. 
Julius Rudel has been appointed 
Halasz’s assistant, replacing Paul 
Jaretzki. 

Troupe has straightened out its 
difficulties with the Chi musicians 
local, and will hold its scheduled 
Chi season, beginning Nov. 15. 
During the four week Chi visit, 
troupe will also play Milwaukee 
and East Lansing, and perhaps 
elsewhere. For tomorrow’s “Tur- 
andot” opening, Halasz will con- 
duct. Viadimir Rosing staged, 
with dances set by Charles Weid- 
man. Dragica Martinis and Ra- 
phael Arie will sing the leads. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 16th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


‘PACIFIC’ STILL A WOW; 
$58,494 IN 7, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 19. 
“South Pacific” packed the city 





This Last | auditorium here _ week, gross- 
ing a capacity and (it’s believed) 
Number of shows Leia ee eects at — ia new house record of §38,40¢. for 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 276 246 nage tnt ng aes Rider OF ie ae 
Total gross for all current shows last week $371,500 $492,100 i place the scheduled opening Tues- 
Total season’s gross sO far by yaaa ... $6,275,500 $6,433,700 | day night (12), which was cancelled 
Number of new productions so far........ 3 3 because the company was in a train 
a ome ag ” -wreck the previous day in Wyo- 

(Excluding C 'ming, en route from the Coast. 
Number of current touring shows reported 18 13° | Nine members of the troupe were 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 158 160 injured in the crash, but’ Diosa 
Total road gross reported last week..... $434,900 $314,200 Costello, with severe bruises?’ was 


Season’s total road gross so far.... 


$4,173,500 $3,961,800 the only one unable to go on here. 





= She was replaced by Jeanette 





far Rings Up $22,700 Finale, Chi 


Mae West and ‘Innocents Replace 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 
there wee only _ 

sit entry playing last week, 
ol An Ear.” which closed 25- 
week run Saturday (16), prospects 
look exceedingly good for the new- 
comers, “Diamond Lil,” and The 
Innocents.” ‘“Texas_Li’l Darlin MF 
and “Come Back, Little Sheba’ 
are due next Monday (25). “Texas, 4 
originally slated for a day earlier, 
couldn't make the transportation 
schedule. 

“Springboard to Nowhere’ pre- 
mieres here Oct. 2, with Eddie 
Dowling planning to bring in his 
other show, “Angel in the Pawn- 
shop” about Nov. 20. Also skedded 
are “Lady From Paris,” Oct. 9; 
Katharine Hepburn’s “As You 
Like It.” Oct. 23, and “Lost in 
the Stars,” Oct. 30. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Diamond Lil,” Blackstone ($4; 
1.358). Opened Sunday night (17) 
tor an indefinite run. 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(25th wk) ($4.95; 1,500). Closed 
Saturday (16) with excellent $22,- 
700. 

“Innocents,” Harris ($3.80; 1,000). 
Opened last night ‘(Mon.). 


‘Affairs’ $18,800 


Although 





Kate'33!46, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 
There was a very healthy and 


Migennes. Others injured were 
Louise McMillan, Carmen Navarro, 
Perry Lopez and William Ambler, 
singers; Norman Weiner, trumpet 
player; Ethel Sayles, 
wardrobe mistress, and Mrs. 
Charles Lawrence, program con- 
cessionaire, all of New York. Ray 
Walston, who sings 





+ Bills role, left the cast after four 





line in Philly’s legit biz last week. | 


The three current attractions 
boosted their grosses over the 
Labor Day week figures by sub- 


stantial margins and advance sales | 


are healthy and promising. 
On the books here next week are 


the Theatre Guild’s revival of “As! 
You Like It” with Katharine Hep- , 
burn on ATS subscription at the. 


Shubert, and “The 
Sarah,” tryout, at the Locust, both 
for two weeks. On Tuesday (26) 


Legend of 


the Erlanger, now operated as an- 


indie by Lawrence Shubert Law- 
rence and William Goldman, tees 
olf with “The Lady from Paris.” 
completely renovated version of 
the operetta, “Music in My Heart.” 
Ii’s set for two weeks only, with 
“Streetcar Named Desire” named 
to follow, 

The Walnut joins in the legit 
parade Oci. 9 with “The Relapse” 
ard follows up with two tryouts, 
“The Late Edwina Black” on the 


23rd and Sam Spewack’s “Golden ) 


State” first week of November. 
taphaelson’s “Hilda Crane” come= 
to the Locust around the middle of 


the month and “The Barrier” is’ 


#'so an October booking, with no 
cate or house yet announced. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Mister Roberts” Forrest (2nd 
Week) (1,760; $4.55). Picked up 
Sensationally and turned in a cork- 
Ing $29,500 week. Balcony goes 
c-ean at all performances and over- 
tow has been handled in the last 


= 


three rows of the orchestra. Com- | 


evyv looks set for six or eight weeks 
certainly, 

“Kiss Me, Kate” Shubert (2nd 
week) (1,810, $4.55). 
tcred healthy increase and chalked 


Also regis-| 


u» nearly $33,500 in second of three | 


S ‘inzas, House gets Theatre Guiid’s 

As You Like It” revival next Mon- 
© y (25) for two weeks on sub- 
scription, and then the preem of 
a ‘a and Dolls” on Thursday, 
“A*fairs of State” Locust (2nd 
wees! (1,450; $3.90). Tryout com- 
ey clicked neatly here and jumped 
* ost $4.800 to hit $18,800 on the 
c ocrng week. House is dark this 
veck. with “Legend o% Sarah” 
skedded next Monday (25), 








M (Musical), O (Opera, Operetta). 


F p’ D | performances because of a leg in- 
'jary and facial cuts received in 

uture way ates ithe wreck. But he and Miss Cos- 
“Affairs of State,” Royale, Sept. tello are expected back in the cast 
25. sometime this week, in Des Moines. 
“Southern Exposure,” Biltmore, In line with the rest of the coun- 


Sept. 26. ; try, the advance sales on Sadler’s 
“Black Chiffon,” 48th Street, Wells Ballet of London is big. 
Sept. 27. a Within a week of the first an- 
“Season in the Sun,” Cort. nouncement A. M. Oberfelder, 
Sept. 28. local manager, has sold $10,000 
“Amazing Adele,” Golden, Oct. 2. worth of seats for Nov. 17-19. 


“Giaconda Smile,” 
Oct. 3. 

“Pardon Our French,” 
way, Oct. 5. 

“Curious Savage,” Beck, Oct. 10. 


Lyceum, QOberfelder also reports heavy ad- 
vance sale on “Death of Salesman,” 
Broad- set for Denver Oct. 2-4. 





“Legend of Sarah,” Fulton, ¢ © % 
Oct. 11. ; | 
| “Call Me Madam,” Imperial, | on ; ’ 


Oct. 43. | 


“Burning Bright,” Broadhurst, | 6 ; 
week of Oct. 16. 
“Relapse,” unspecified theatre, | F h 831 hy) 
Oct. 23. | renc 9 9 
“Day After Tomorrow,” Booth, 
Oct. 26. . : | 6 ? 10G H 
“Hilda Crane,” Coronet, Nov. 1. 

“Country Girl,” unspecified thea- ason 9 u 
tre week of Nov. 6. 
“TLady’s -% for Boston, Sept. 19. 
Royale, Nov. 8. | The Hub legit season is finally 
Tg. ag and Dolls,” 46th Street, underway with a vengeance. A 
nev. = ” _.. | couple of indicated hits and a near- 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- hit are current and, as of tonight 
more, Nov. 14. as | (Tues.) the biggest advance attrac- 
_ “Late Edwina Black.” unspecl- tion the town ever had, “Call Me 
fied theatre, week of Nov. 20. |Madame.” Latter went 





Burning,” | 


Nov. 23. 

“Golden State,” 
theatre, Nov. 25. 

“Out of This World,” Century, 
Nov. 20. 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger, Dec. 


nounced, and tickets are now at a, 
premium. Show is in for a three- | 
week run at the Shubert. 

The two hits are “Black Chiffon,” | 
doing moderately at the Plymouth, | 
iand “Season in the Sun,” fair at | 


unspecified 


14. - : | 
encouraging pickup all along the | | 'the Wilbur. Both got sock notices. | 





‘ y “Pardon Our French,” second week | 
INNOCENTS’ BIG $22,500, 2..natsiter'ite fin sock ond 
TEXAS’ $12,200, DET. sre “Curious Savage.” “Oklahoma. 


é ;“Burning Bright.” “Guys and 
Detroit, Sept. 19. | Dolls.” “I Know My Love,”! 
“The Innocents,” starring Sylvia D’Ovly Carte, “The Barrier” and 
Sidney, grossed a hefty $22,500 “Lady’s Not for Burning.” 
last week on Theatre Guild sub-! Estimates for Last Week 


scription, at the Cass. Current 
sia is “Two Blind Mice,” featur-' “Black Chiffon,” Plymouth (1st 


ing Melvyn Douglas. in for one) Wk) ‘$3.60; 1,200). Drew unanimous | 
week, with “Lend an Ear” due @pproval and got a passable $11,- 
next week. , 500 on eight performances; con- 
“Texas Li’l Darlin’” eked out; tinues this week. 
a pathetic $12,200 at the Shubert. “Pardon Our French,” Opera | 
It remains this week, then is. House (2d wk) ($4.20; me 
booked into the Great Northern, Slipped a little on second week to 
Chicago. | $31,500, not bad; two more weeks | 
; to go. 
e | “Season in the Sun,” Wilbur (1st 
Shows In Rehearsal | Wk) ($3.60; 1,200). Okayed by the 
|erix, but got only a mild $10,000 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), on its first seven performances; 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue, winds up this week. 








& Hammerstein, prod; Guthrie ‘Madam’ Record $39,155, 
McClintic, dir | 
New Haven Tryout Wk. 


| 
“Day After Tomorrow” (C) —/} 
New Haven, Sept. 19. 


John Shubert, prod; Gerald | 
Shubert Theatre rafters were! 


Savory, dir. 
“Giaconda Smile” ‘(D)—Shepard | 
Traube, prod.-dir. groaning for entire stand of “Call 
“Guys and Dolls” (M)— Feuer’ Me Madam” last week. It was an. 
& Martin, prod.; George S. Kauf- eight-performance sellout. New. 
man, dir. ‘record of $39,155 was set for the | 
“Hilda Crane” (CD) — Arthur 1,657-seat house at the $5.40 top, | 


Schwertz, prod.; Hume Cronyn, bettering the $36.500 figure set 
dir. two seasons ago by “South Pacific,” 
“Lady from Paris” (O) — Franz at a $4.80 top. Show underwent | 


Steininger, prod.; Jose Ruben, dir.| considerable revision during its) 
“Legend of Sarah” (D)\—Kermit stay and plans call for new scenes | 

Bloomgarden, prod.; Benn W. ‘and songs to be inserted during | 

Levy, dir. | three-week run in Boston, starting 
“Relapse” (C)— Theatre Guild, ; tonight ‘Tues.) 


prod.; Cyril Ritchard & Albert; House has most ambitious line- 
Marre, dir. |up in several seasons set to go, | 

“Southern Exposure” (C) — with emphasis on premieres. | 
Jones, Gurian & Adoue, prod.;| Among these are “Burning Bright” | 


Margo Jones, dir. | (Sept. 27-30), “Bell, Book, Candle” | 
“Springboard to Nowhere” (D) (Oct. 25-28), “Ring ‘Round The 
—Eddie Dowling, prod.-dir. Moon” (Nov, 1-4), “Bless You All” 
- (Nov. 13-18). 

HOLLYWOOD | Other bookings include “I Know 

“Ballet Ballads” (M)—Dick Mar-, My Love” (Oct. 2-7), opening of, 
tin, Jerome Moross. Bruce Savon. | D’Oyly Carte tour (Oct. 11-14),| 
“Red, White and Blue” (R)—Le-! “Mister Roberts” (Nov. 27-Dec. 2). | 
Roy Prinz and Owen Crump, for Pencilled in are breakins of “Late | 
American Legion; Prinz directing.| Fdwina Black” (Oct. 19-21) and) 
“Burning Bush” (D) — Walter “'et’s Make An Opera” (Nov. 23- 
Wicclair, } 25). 











assistant | 


the Luther | 


“ni ’ ” ’ clean the | 
Ring ‘Round the Moon,” Beck, | qay after mail orders were an-| 


| Aud (2d wk) 


‘monic Aud (2d wk) ($4.80; 2,670). 
Over-quoted 


‘Okla.’ Vigorous $30,700 


. tually clean at every performance. 















(35th 
Last 
week before, 


Wmivir Z 7 ~yrr't a iy 
: LEGITIMATE 59 
BR ° ° 
| Bo off C A alll Make “ 
way boxoliice Ag $ Spurt; 
Blondes $48,100, ‘Kate’ $39,800 
ondaes UU, Kate sOUU, 
eep SNOW Ws, Pan 990, 
+ Busnes — pe 2 healthy 
spurt on Broadway again last.week, 
‘ ’ : : , 
Smoke’ Hot 96, Portland 10» grosses in some cases sump- 
‘Portland, Sept. 19. | previous week. With thé ‘arrival 
Dorothy MeGuire,.John Ireland) of the fall season, attendance has 
and Una Merkel in “Summer and‘ resumed” the winter pattern of 
Snioke”~ a’ near-capacity’ $9,000 slow Mondays and Tuesdays and 
gross at the 1,500-seat Mayfair a steady build to generally capacity 
theatre here last week. The Actors| proportions Saturday nights. 
Co. of Los Angeles played two eve-| Last week's only closing was 
ee and one Pont Trees,” which folded 
a 5; , Saturday night (16) at the Martin 
The house was scaled at $3.60. Beck. “Daphne teutceia” which 
premiered Monday night (18), was 
‘ ’ this week’s only opening, but there 
Stars $45 SiN) LA e@ are four scheduled arrivals next 
week. 
? ee The total gross for all 14 shows 
last week was $371,500, or 81.68% 
. 9 of capacity. The previous week's 
Oil @s . Sy and fae. 87 shows was $402,- 
, 000, 72.53° of capacity. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. | 
Keys: ( dy), D ¢ ) 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” | cp gD essay R ihevue?? 
rocketed to a $62,500 climax last a Seer a 4 
week to conclude the Greek The- at (Mustest),.0 (Opere). 
atre’s greatest scason. Ozoner Other parenthetic figures refer, 
grossed $550,600 during the 11 respectively, to top price, number 
weeks it operated. “Blondes,” in Of ~— and nie 3 capacity 
for 20 days. grabbed $174.500 of gross. Price includes 20°) amuse- 
the total. y g ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
Other: Gene Mann _ productions | exclusive of tax. 
during the year included “Finian’s “Cocktail Party,’ Miller 
| Rainbow,” $107,100; “Desert | wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). 
Song,” $97,000; “Miss Liberty.” |) week over $14,900; 
$87,000; and “Rio Rita,” $85,000, $13,400. 
each a two-week offering. ' “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
Also shuttering last week was (84th wk) (D-$4.80: 914: $23,800). 
“Little Boy Blue,” which ran only; Last week about $13,100; week 
one week of a scheduled three-' before. $13,300. 
week pre-Broadway tryout. Pro-; « ry) 
ducers Paula Stone and Mike) eraetia ae be Pray 
Sloane decided to shutter and un-| ¢ . “ad e@4n. 
Pte a 5 | $48,244). Last week topped $48,- 
dertake extensive revisions and} 100: week before $47,400 
cast changes rather than attempt pre a apt 
them while continuing to operate. | Happy Time,” Plymouth (4th 
| hi mek's oniv weomer is| Wk). (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Last 
This week’s only newcomer is} , ‘ 
“The Burning Bush” which bows| Week over $23,500; week before, 
Friday (22) at the tiny Coronet. $ 0.200 ‘ 
Estimates for Last Week wk onee” mt Gapaoee ap 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” \ ce, about $39 800: week pe 
Greek Theatre (3d wk) ($3.60; $36,500 pore 
| 4,400). Socko $62,500 for seven. on nm f the Wedding.” 
‘days gave it a great $174,500 for, _, Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
* ’ pire (37th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; 
the 20-day run, to wind up the 
spot’s fifth season. $24,000). Last week about $17,000; 
“Ice Follies of 1951,” Pan Pacific Week before, $14,000. 
($3.60; 6,600). First “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (130th 


full week registered a walloping Wk) ‘(CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276), Last 
$101,000 for nine performances. Week about $29,500; week before, 
“Little Boy Blue,” El Capitan $27,900. 
(1st wk) ($4.80; 1,142). Dismal $11,-| “Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
500 for the session was $5,000 be- (11th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $53,000), 
low operating costs. Musical cost. Last week reached $50,000; week 
$75,000. Closed Saturday night: before, $43,000. 
(16), and extensive alterations “Peter Pan,” Imperial (21st wk) 
start this week, with producers (M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Last 
hoping to ready the new version week about $30,700; week before, 
in time for a Broadway debut in $28,200. 
January. “South Pacific,’. Majestic (74th 
“Lost in the Stars,” Philhar- wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50.186). Nearly 
$50,800, as always. 
the previous week “The Consul,” Barrymore (27th 
when it did $45,800, which it re- wk) ‘O-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,000). 
peated last week. | Last week almost $18,900; week 
beiore, $16,300. 
“Tickets, Please,’ Coronet (21st 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). Last 
week over $15,100; weck before, 


In Second P itt Week aE vistetia Trees,” Beck (21st 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. wk) (D-$4.80; 1,214; $33,000), Last 


eevee aM : week about $17,100; week before 
Oklahoma” smashed through to $11,400; closed Saturday night (16) 


almost $30,700 in its second and *.,' . ae haee. 
final week at Nixon to send city’s alter 165 eo ae 
new legit house off to a fast start “Medium” and “Telephone” 


for the season. Show, returning 4 .cna (9th wk) (O-$3; 500; $10, 
’ ’ » 





here for fourth time, grabbed 7 ' : 
nearly $58,000 for the fortnight 600). Last “——. oo again. 
engagement. pe & 


f “Daphne Laureola,” Music Box 
Rodgers and Hammerstein mu- (CD-$4.80; 1,012; $25,000). James 
sical started off the second stanza Bridie’s London success, co-star- 
a little slowly in the downstairs ring Edith Evans and Cecil Parker 
pews, although balcony went vir- presented by Leland Hayward and 
Herman Shumlin, in association 
But by the end of the stay the with Laurence Olivier; production 
musical had developed to near ca-| was financed at $55,000, cost about 
pacity again. Final day brought | $35,000 and breaks even at around 
$8,000 at matinee and evening. $16,000; opened Monday night (18) 
Nixon currently has “Come! to negative reviews. 
Back, Liitle Sheba,” under sub- 


sci ee ot EVANS ROBUST $20,900, 
| ; ‘BLONDES’ OPENS IN SF. 


is immediately in prospect follow- 
San Francisco, Sept. 19. 


ing this one and the house may 
“Devil’s Disciple,” Russell Lewis 


bring in the Charlie Chaplin pic- 
ture, “City Lights,” until a new 
legit booking turns up. & Howard Young presentation 
Fr starring 0 DO vans, — 
‘ . ~ up a hepty $20,900 last week for its 
Salesman 176 in Split second stanza on er as 
Pasadena, Sept. 19. | Subscriptions at the 1,600-séa 
Touring edition of “Death of a| Geary which is scaled to — 
Salesman” put together a fair Revival should better that 0% 
gross of nearly $17,000 last week oe week, its final, off subscrip- 
i ‘ri ions. 
with “tures . ee Fridas Gene Mann makes his —T 
and Saturday (15-16) at the Civic | into Frisco peetuction, w — “4 
Auditorium here. Other dates were| brings Gertrude — Niesen : 
in Lobero, San Diego and Santa | “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” into 
Barbara. the 1,775 seat Curran tonight 
Arthur Miller drama is continu-|(Tues.). Big advance promotion 
ing one-nighters this week. portends good advance. 
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Circus here. Svelte arena presen- 
tation of the Kern-Hammerstein 
classic has been turning them away 
despite foul weather for first four 
nights. Only performances that 


didn’t jam the tent were matinees , 


the first week. Single seats are at 
a premium for second and final 

reek ending Sunday (24). Fea- 
tured are Lawrence Brooks, Evelyn 
Wyckoff, Helen Raymond, Jack 
Blair, Dorothy Keller, 
Bride, Terry Saunders, William C. 
Smith, Zelda Shelton, George Lip- 
ton, Howard Ross and Rowan 
Tudor. 

Presentation was well integrated 
after playing Hyannis, Mass. Thin- 
ness of small orchestra was the 
only gripe of the spectators, who 
are familiar with theatre and con- 
cert orchestrations of the score. 
Looks certain “Show Boat” will 
leave Terrell operation in the black 
for the season. 





Aherme 10G, Olney 
Olney, Md., Sept. 19. 
Despite chill winds and rain, 
Brian Aherne in “Dear Brutus’ 
racked up a healthy $10,000 in 
eight performances last week at 
the Olney Theatre. Star and lead- 
ing lady Helen Craig were backed 
up by a competent resident cast. 
Franchot Tone and Margaret 
Lindsay open tonight (Tues.) in 
revival of S. N. Behrman’s “Second 
Man,” as the season closer. 
‘Girl’ No Dream, New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Sept. 19. 
Jean Parker in “Dream Girl,” 
which wound up the Bucks County 
Playhouse season, turned in anemic 





gross last week for the worst tally 
of the year. Opposition from 
lighted Philly houses, plus mis- 


erable weather until weekend were 
held responsible. End of season 
has never been forte at this deluxe 
strawhatter, but even so it wasn't 
this bearish in past. 

Production of Elmer Rice comedy 
was liked by the few who turned 


out. Featured with Miss Parker 
were Robert Lowery, Matthew 
Smith. Elaine Ellis, Harry Mehaf- 
fey, Ruth White, Henry Jones, 
Carl White and James Doghan. 
John Armstrong staged against 
ingenious wagon sets by David 
Reppa. 


Raines In Finale 
Somerset, Mass., Sept. 19. 
Ella Raines is making her final 
barn appearance this week 


doing with Lenore Lonergan and 
George Englund at the Somerset 
Summer Theatre here. 
to stay in the east, mulling some 
TV offers, and would like to do a 
Broadway show. 

“Turtle” package was produced 
and directed by Jean Dalrymple. 


Authors Sue Gould 


A $5,000 suit against Edward 


Gould and the Peak’s Island Play- | 


house, Portland, Me., was filed in 
N. Y. federal court last week by 
Howard Richardson and William 
Berney. 

Latter two charge that Gould, 
who operates the strawhatter, pre- 
sented their musical-drama, “Dark 
of the Moon,” there last August 
without their consent. 


Grist Mill to Pix 
Andover, N. J., Sept. 19. 
The Grist Mill Playhouse here, 
which finishes its first season Sun- 
day (24), will reopen late next 
month as a film house, according 
to director-manager Robert  E. 
Terry. The 800-seat theatre will 
undergo some alterations before re- 
lightning. House will operate as 
a flickery for about five months, 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 











Barn Producer’s Lot 


Continued from page 37 


George Mc- | 


| List, for services to literature. 


She plans} 




















reverting to strawhat operation 
next June. 

House took in around $6,300 for 
seven performances of “Finian’s 
Rainbow” last week. Edward 
Everett Horton begins the final 
five-day stand in “His French 


Wife” tonight (Wed.) 
{ 
| 





Crooked Lake Eyes ’51 
Albany, Sept. 19. 

Thomas Beall Chatham and 

Homer Poupart, whose first season | 


of theatre-in-the round at Crooked 
Lake, near Troy, N. Y., was cut 
short the final week through a 


heavy rain that broke a hole in the 
tent, are reported planning to 
operate there next summer, but 
“under shelter.’ The old Methodist 
farm on which the canvas was 
erected has a barn, which the pair 











may convert into a small theatre. 
Accolade 

London, Sept. 9. 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., production (in as- 


Leland Hayward and 
Joshua Logan) of drama in two acts (SIX 
scenes) by Emlyn Williams. Directed by 
Glenn Byam Shaw. At Aldwych, London. 
Will Trenting ; Emlyn Williams 


sociation with 


Rona Trenting.........: Diana Churchill 
Albert ‘eon Anthony Oliver 
Thane Lampeter....... Anthony Nicholis 
Marion Tillyard......... Ruth Dunning 
Phyliis.. errrerrri ty Dora Bryan 
CE 6 4.0. 456 6646 00S DOES John Stratton 
BOMEGE .s« 2. cr crdcoscseseosse Noel Willman 
lan Trenting..............-John Cavanah 





Parlormaid.. .. ..Mac Maxwell 

Emlyn Williams, back on the 
London stage after three years, has 
provided himself with a meaty 


Jekyll and Hyde role, with a sup- 
porting company that acquits it- 
self admirably. It is definitely good 
theatre and certain to draw full 
houses on this side. As a prospect | 
for Broadway it would be a good 
gamble, particularly with its pres- 
ent cast. Its unpalatable seamy 
side would preclude any chances 
of screening unless blue-pencilled 
out of all resemblance to the orig- 
inal. 

A popular Nobel Prize winning 
novelist surprises his family by an- | 
nouncing he has accepted a knight- 
hood in the New Year’s Honors 
His 
is mainly for her 
is a thorough Bo- 


wife realizes it 
benefit, as he 


| hemian and still keeps contact with 
|many companions of his unsavory 
in| Past. She feels this has helped sus- 
“Voice of the Turtle,” which she’s | 


tain the backgrounds for his books, | 
and even tolerates his promiscuous | 
associations. 

On the day he is to receive the 
| accolade from the King, he is con- 
|fronted by an unknown caller pos- | 
| sessing pictures of an indecent orgy 





|held in a dockside inn. Not only | 


is the writer recognizable, but the 
adolescent girl whom he is em- 
|bracing. Caller is the seduced 
'girl’s father who demands, as the 
price of his silence, that he be 
taken into the household as a sec- 
retary. This is refused, and he 
agrees to a cash settlement, suit- 
ably covered by a protective letter 
stating it is a loan, cunningly avoid- 
ing the risk of a blackmail charge. 
Half drunk, and goaded by the 
other man’s opulence against his 
/own wasted life, the extortioner 
changes his mind and calls the pub- 
| lic prosecutor, realizing’ he will 
|gain more satisfaction from the 
other’s public disgrace. 

Most moving scene is where the 
novelist has to break the news of 
the nature of his erime to his young 


son, who displays the same incredi- | 


ble tolerance and forgiveness as 
the wife. 

Williams succeeds in making the 
unpleasant character a_ pathetic 
example of human frailty, and Di- 
ana Churchill is warmly human 
and natural as his wife. The young 
boy is played with dignity by John 
Cavanah, while Noel Willman al- 
most steals top honors with his por- 
trayal of the down-at-heel black- 
mailer. Dora Bryan and John 
Stratton provide realistic slices of 
slum life as a married couple who 
earn a bit extra by attending odd 
parties. Clem. 
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DADE COUNTY THEATER AUDITORIUM 


Open Dates Now Available for 


OPERAS — MUSICALS — LECTURES 


HYDRAULIC ORCHESTRA LIFT—FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED — SEATING 
CAPACITY 2,500 


For Dates Write: JERRY DONOVAN, Manager 
Room 1400, County Courthouse, Miami, Florida 


LATEST !! 


FLORIDA 


OF RADIO ‘CITY" 








Current Road Shows 
(Sept. 18-30) 


“Affairs of State” (tryout)—Gay- | 


ety, Wash. (18-23) (Reviewed in 
Variety, Sept. 6, 50). 
“As You Like It”—Community, 


Hershey, Pa. (18-23); Shubert, 
Phila. (25-30). 
“Barrier” (tryout) — Gayety, 


Wash. (25-30). 
“Black Chition” (tryout) — Ply- 
mouth, Bost. (18-23) (Reviewed in 


| Variety, Sept. 13, ’50). 


“Brigadoon” — Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (19-20); Academy | 
of Music, Northampton, Mass. (21); 


Bushnell Aud., Hartford (22-23); | 
Metropolitan, Providence (25-26); 


Aud., Worcester, Mass. (27); State, 
Portland, Me. (28-30). 

“Burning Bright” (tryout)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (28-30). 

“Call Me Madam” (tryout) 
bert, Boston (19-30) (Reviewed 
VARIETY, Sept. 13, ’50). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba” — 
Nixon, Pitt. (18-23); Erlanger, Chi. | 
(25-30). 

“Curious Savage” (tryout)—Play- 
house, Wilmington (21-23); Wilbur, | 
Bost. (25-30). 

“Death of a Salesman” — Aud., 
Fresno, Cal. (18-19); Aud., Oakland 
(20); Civic Aud., San Jose (21); 
Aud., Sacramento (22-23): Canitol, 
Salt Lake City (25-26): Aud., 
Pueblo, Col. (28): Chief, Colorado 
Springs (29); Macky Aud., Boulder 
(30). 

“Devil’s Disciple’ — Geary, San 
Francisco (18-23); Biltmore, Los 
Angeles (25-30). 

“Diamond Lil”—Blackstone, Chi. 
(18-30). 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” — 
Curran, San Francisco (25-30). 

“Innocents”—Harris, Chi. (18-30), 

“Kiss Me, Kate’’—Shubert, Phila. 
(18-23); Ford’s Baltimore (25-30), 

“Lady from Paris” (tryout)—Er- 
langer, Phila. (25-30). 

“Legend of Sarah” (tryout)—Mc- 
Carter, Princeton (23); Locust, 
Phila. (25-30). 

“Lend an Ear”—Lyceum, Min- 
= lean (18-23); Cass, Detroit (25- | 

0). 

“Lost in the Stars’? — Philhar- | 
monic Aud., Los Angeles (18-30). 

“Mister Roberts”—Forrest, Phila. 


Shu- 
in 





| (18-30). 


“Oklahoma” — Ford’s, Baltimore 
(18-23); Colonial, Bost. (25-30). 
“Pardon Our French” (tryvout)— 


Opera House, Bost. (18-30). (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Sept. 6, 50). 
“Season in the Sun” (tryout)— 


Wilbur, Bost. (18-23), (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

“South Pacific’ — KRNT Play- 
house, Des Moines (18-23); Kiel 
Aud., St. Louis (25-30). 

“Texas, Li’l Darlin’ ’—Shubert. 
Detroit (18-23); Great Northern, 
Chi. (25-30). 

“Two Blind Mice’—Cass, Detroit 
(18-23); Erlanger, Buffalo (25-28); 
Aud., Rochester (29-30), 











No Booking Jam 


Continued from page 57 

















;and “Moon”’), Biltmore (“Southern 
| Exposure”), Booth (*Tomorrow’’), 
| Broadhurst (“Burning Bright’), 
Broadway (“Pardon My French”), 
Century (“Out ot This World”), 
| Coronet (“Hilda Crane”), Cort | 
| (“Season in the Sun”), 48th Street | 
i(“Black Chiffon’), 46th Street 
(“Guys and Dolls”), Fulton | 
(“Legend of Sarah"), Golden! 
(“Amazing Adele’), Imperial (‘Call 
Me Madam”), Lyceum (‘‘Giaconda | 
Smile’), Hellinger (‘Bless You 
| All’), Musie Box (“Daphne Lau-| 
|reola’), Royale (‘“‘Affairs” and 
“Burning”), Only the National, 
Playhouse and ANTA Playhouse 
iare officially without bookings. 

| Theatres with holdover 
lings “include the St. James (to 
| which “Peter Pan” transfers from 





| 


the Imperial), Alvin (‘Mister 
Roberts”), Empire (‘Member of 
the Wedding”), Miller (‘Cocktail 


Party”), Majestic (“South Pacific’’), 
Morosco (“Death of a Salesman”), 


bert (‘Kiss 
Garden 
Ziegfeld 
Blondes’”’), 

Among the imminently arriv- 
ing shows (besides “Affairs” and | 
“Savage,” which will have to} 
move) for which no theatres have | 
been booked are “Relapse,” “Coun- 
try Girl,” “Late Edwina Black,” 
“Golden State,” “Lady from! 
Paris, “The Barrier,” ‘“Spring- 
board to Nowhere,” “Enemy of the 
People,” “Cock of the Walk,” 
“King Lear,” “Let’s Make An 
Opera,” “Love Among the Ruins.” 
“Darkness at Noon,” “Miss Mabel,” 
“Romeo and _ Juliet,” “Second 
Threshold,” “Deep, Seductive 
Wound,” “Hanging Judge,” “Lily 
Henry,” “Story of a Woman” and 
‘“Tevyes Daughters.” 


Me, Kate”), 
(“Peep Show’) 
(‘Gentlemen 


Winter 
and 
Prefer 








land, also ha 


| former amour and escaped convict, 


carry the farce. 


COAST ‘SMOKE’ BOOKS 
DATES IN SOUTHWEST 


Dallas, Sept. 19. 


Tennessee Williams’ “Summer 
and Smoke” will be seen at the 
Melba here Oct. 3-4. The Coast pro- 
duction, co-starring Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, Una Merkel and John Ire- 
the following book- 
ings: Sept. 23, El Paso; Sept. 24-26, 
San Antonio; Sept. 27, Austin; 
Sept. 28-30, Houston; Oct. 2, Fort 
Worth; Oct. 3-4, Dallas; Oct. 6, 
Wichita Falls; Oct. 7, Amarillo, and 
Oct. 8, Albuquerque. 

R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate Cir- 
cuit head, returned last week from 
a California vacation during which 
he set the dates. “Smoke” is cur- 
rently playing the northwest. 





Legit Follow-Ups 








Diamond Lil’ 
(BLACKSTONE, CHD 
Chicago, Sept. 17. 
Although Mae West has not ap- 


peared here in the last five years, | 


few stars have received the acclaim 
that greeted her revival 
(17) of “Diamond Lil” at the Black- 
stone. Not only did her entrance 
in the first act draw an ovation, 
but at the finale, when she sings 


a song, first nighters stomped and | 


yelled until she gave two encores, 
and then good-maturedly booed 
when the actors attempted to go 
on with the threads of the hokey 
melodrama. 

Miss West still gives a kidding 
(on the square?) performance with 
her free-swaying hips and should- 
ers, and a wandering eye, the 


Others in the cast are Billy Van 
as the song and dance man; Carles 
G. Martin as Flynn, the aspiring 
politician, Walter Petrie as Gus 
Jordan; head of the white slave 
racket; James Courtney as_ the 
Latin lover ;and Val Gould as her 


are passable as a few of the men| 
in star’s dallying antics. Dan 
Mathews as Capt. Cummings, the 


6, | 


tonight | 


appearance of laughable depravity. | 


| 


| 


I 
| pho 
detective masquerading as a Salva- | 





Strawhat Review 


| 
Head of the Family 
Westport, Conn., Sept. 18. 


' Westport Country Playhouse presenta. 
tion of Theatre Guild production of = 
| edy in three acts (five scenes) by George 
Norford. Stars Frederick O'Neal, Etta 
Moten; features Avon Long, Rosetta Le- 
Noire, Harry Belafonte, Frank H. Wilson, 
John Marriott. Staged by David Alex. 
ander; associate producer, John Cornell: 
setting and lighting, Herbert Gahagan:; 
music directed and arranged by Joshua 











' 
' 





| 


| 
| 


Lee. At Westport (Conn.) Country Play. 
house, Sept. 18, °50; $3.60 top. 

| Henry Jackson,........ Frederick O’Neal 
| Jerry Jackson. ..cscccess Harry Belafonte 
| Lois Jackson. .....ccees. 1»... Billie Allen 
| Rhythm Nelson......... George Fisher 
| Officer Thomas......... Frank H. Wilson 


Minerva Jackson 
Sarah Francis 
Caroline Francis 


Etta Moten 
Jacqueline Andre 
Anita Turner 


PL. +s40en eod-eqenns Rosetta LeNoire 
PP Pererer eT eee Avon Long 
SF ee eon eee Oliver Grandi 
oe, MOOR... . si ceeeee coun John «Marriott 
Triumwvhant Virtue......... Lillian Cowan 
mv, MEM. < .vicaseeuaucede P. Jay Sidnev 
PPO, MAGNO. 5 watiied soee¥en Ken Renard 
oe Seer ane oe Louis Sharp 


Theatre Guild’s interest in 
| George Norford’s first play, “Head 
of the Family,” hardly seems justi- 
fied. Piece is a _ loosely-strung 
episodic farce, too thin to com- 
mand attention and owing what im- 
| pression it makes to the earnest 
| trouping of a well-picked all-Negro 
cast headed by Frederick O’Neal. 

Tryout, which buttons up an un- 
usually long Westport season, 
evolved as a tired effort to capital- 
ize on the Father Divine and kin- 
dred race movements several years 
!ago. Understood Norford wrote it 
| quite a while back, and the dated- 
ness shows. There is little notable 
about the writing or construction. 

Titular character, played by 
|O'Neal, a superb actor who has 
| long been trying to find a role to 
ifollow his smash in “Anna 
Lucasta,” is a warehouse watchman 
| who has never gotten over missing 
| a job on the police force. His wife, 
a frustrated operatic singer who is 
a sucker for movements, has most 
recently latched onto the “Mighty 
cult which is operated by a 
ny who sells singing lessons 
and advocates sexual abstinence. 


tion Army officer, balances him-| The son of the hous® is a college- 


self well in 
ludicrous part. 
Rita, a madam, 
performance. 
Direction by Charles K. Free-|} 
man allows few lags in the acting, | 
but it’s still Miss West and her! 
hilariously sinful epigrams that | 
Zabe., 


what might be a) 
Zolya Talma as/! 
gives a spirited 


The Innocents 
(HARRIS, CHD 
Chicago, Sept. 18. 

William Archibald’s “The Inno-' 
cents” opened an indefinite Chi- 
cago stand tonight (Mon.) with Da- 
vid Cole the only holdover from 
the original Broadway cast. Har-| 
ald Bromley and George Brandt) 
are presenting this touring edition | 
and have not stinted on production 
values. However, in this eerie 
wordy thriller, the direction of Da- | 
vid Gould fails to create continu- 
ous suspense. 


| though practically 


bred singer who works in a trio. 
much to his old man’s disgust, and 
the daughter is a looker who at- 


| tracts the “Mighty I” leader. 


The harassed  husband-father, 
with the assistance of his pals at 
the police station, works himseif 
out of a series of crises, even 
all the family 
are in the toils of the law at one 
time or other. The wife, saved 
from the “Mighty I,” does better 
as a trade unionist, but gets ar- 
rested for militant picketing. The 
farce poses this as the big climax 


|of the show, but it’s not worth the 
| fuss. 


At the last curtain the 
father’s claim to being head of the 
house is well established. 

David Alexander has directed 
the large company well, but the 


'rambling script is too much for 


him. Stickouts among O'’Neal’s as- 
sociates are the co-starred Etta 
| Moten, handling herself surely as 
the movement-addicted wife, Har- 


Action doesn't build and the final! ry Belafonte and Billie Allen as 


scene in which the harassed gov-| 
erness struggles for the evilly-pos- | 
sessed lad’s soul seems jarring | 
rather than a natural climax. But; 
both Cole and Sylvia Sidney are 


superb in this scene. Patsy Bruder, 


'as the sinister little girl, sustains 


the vacillating moods required by 
the part, at times giving a winsome 


| winning touch to the proceedings. 


Regina _ Wallace, as_ bedevilled 

housekeeper, projects strongly. 
One-set Victorian drawing room 

by Jo Mielziner is grimly authen- 


| tic but the lighting effects miscued 
book- | several times opening night. Music 
| by Alex North, played by solovox, 


' 


|creates weird atmosphere which 
|'dominates the two acts. With 
| tighter pacing, the play should re- 
capture tlf@ ‘success of the Broad- 
| way presentation. Zabe. 





Plymouth (“Happy Time’’), Shu-| ‘Mice’ $11,200, M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, Sept. 19. 
“Two Blind Mice,” Samuel Spe- 
wack farce starring Melvyn Doug- 
las, grossed a mild $11,200 last 


| week at the Davidson here. 


Harald Bromley presentation 
moved out over the weekend to 
Detroit. 


the son and daughter, Avon Long 
as the cult’s “Maestro.” Rosetta 
LeNoire as a zealous widow, P. Jay 
Sidney as an evangelist who uses 
| football. lingo, Lillian Cowan as a 
‘typical divine sister and John Mar- 
riott in a show-stopping bit as a 
doctor. 

Herbert Gahagan's simple Har- 
i; lem set accommodates the big cast 
| comfortably, Elem. 











DIRECTOR AVAILABLE 


For community theatre, stock, school, 
or established off-Broadway group. 
Excellent references. Will consider 
position anywhere. 

Address: Variety, Box V-1897 
154 West 46th Street, New York 19 
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Literati 


Clara Bow Bere. Rex ae is 
ing to write her mem a 
Planilian Ross in Hollywood to 
write a profile on John Huston 
for the New Yorker. 

Jeanne Bartlett wrote the fore- 
word for Harrison Forman'’s new 
pook, “Three Lamps. 

Dimitri Tiomkin signed to con- 
tribute an article wis ni month to 

sicale, new magazine. 

“7 Bedford, Mass. Standard- 
Times marked its 100th anniver- 
sary Sept. 10 with an issue of 220 

ages. t 
: Mack Sennett completed the final 
chapter of his book, “Don’t Step 
on My Dreams,” for Doubleday 
publication. ; ; 

Dance magazine is preparing & 
25th anniversary edition, call 
“95 Years of American Dance,” as 
a separate, special issue. 

Beth Brown sold a series tagged 
“Escape to the Country” to United 
Features with the first installment 
scheduled to run Oct. 23. 

Avon Press putting out a pocket- 
book edition of Louis | Sobol’s 
pieces in the N.Y. Journai-Ameri- 
can, skedded for next spring. 

Norman Vunin, formerly with St. 


Chatter 


Esquire, heads for East Africa, 
Oct. 4 on a new six to eight week 
assignment in line with the British 
Overseas Airways inception of a 
new African service. 

British Book Centre bringing out 
today (20) Deryck Lynham’s “The 
Father of Modern Ballet,” bio of 
Chevalier Noverre, 18th century 
dancer-choreographer. Sylvan 
Press eet in England. 
_ Hy Gardner’s Broadway column 
in the New York Herald Tribune, 
which has been appearing only in 
the early bird edition of the paper, 
will go full edition starting Oct. 2. 
Newspaper is mapping an intensive 
promotion campaign to plug the 
column. ° 

“Opportunities in Television,’ 


rative companion tome to their 
“Opportunities in Radio,” will be 
off the presses next month. It’s 
published by Vocational Guidance 
Manuals. Gilbert Seldes has 
written the foreword. 





ken’s 70th birthday last week, the 
| Enoch Pratt library of Baltimore 
| acknowledged receipt of the writ- 
'er’s donation of his collection of 


the Jo Ranson-Dick Pack sultehe | 


In observance of H. L. Menc-| 


LITERATI 61 





promptly went to work lining up 
sponsors for units which during 
World War II were financed by 
USO. He’s already come up with 
the first one, Loyal Order of 
Moose; fraternal organization is 
footing the bill for 21 entertainers 
who’l take off Oct. 2 in a C-54 
for a 20-day tour of Alaska. 


Army Special Services branch 
told Hiller it would take care of 
transportation to and from, and 
food and lodging during the éhtire 
tour. Now Jocal agent is baiting 
number of big industrial concerns 
here, trying to get them to pi¢k up 
the tab for other units. Atmy’s 
particularly interested in providing 
entertainment for troops in Alaska, 
and Hiller &gures on being able to 
provide them with at least half a 





| 


,| dozen units in the next few months. | 


Talent hasn’t been. definitely set 
yet, but will assemble in Pittts- 
| burgh end of this month and put 
on a break-in show at Syria Mosque 
Oct. 1 before taking off: 


| 











Martin-Lewis 


Continued from page 2 ——— 











Petersburg (Fla.) Times, now as-| literary momentoes. Material had | dians, is already busy with. other 
sociate editor of Police Gazette) been turned over to the library activities. In addition, an NBC 


ag. replacing Jeane Hoffmann. 
He William ‘A. Taylor, radio editor 
of the Musical Courier, and his 
wife, returned last week from a va- 
cation tour of France and Italy. 

Pete Dailey opened California 
quarters for McCall’s mag on 
Hollywood Boulevard, in the same 
building as Look’s Hollywood: of- 
fice. 


Shirley Burke has exited the} 


Gale Agency to open her own N.Y. 
literary agency. Prior to joining 
the Gale office, she had been with 
the Theatre Guild. 

First prize for editorial excel- 
lence among AFL labor publica- 
tions went to Overture, monthly 


mag of Local 47, American Feder- | 


ation of Musicians. 
Richard Joseph, travel editor of 


| Over a period of years. 
| 


| spokesman expressed fear that any 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully «44. 


. Dare’s Wharf, Cal., Sept. 15. 

To people who urge you not to go out on a limb I have a new twist, 
I gave it to Ken Murray and before he can use it I’m giving it to my 
pear It’s this: Why not go out on a limb? Isn’t that where the 
| fruit is? “ + 

I was lunching with the man who ran “Blackotits” into (1) seven. 
and one-half years at El Capitan in Hollywood, and.(2) six weeks at. 
the Ziegfeld in New; York, ..We lunched the day before I. became. famous 
myself, in the patio of the Gourmet on Sunset. bouleyard.;..At thecnext, 
| table was..Edgar; Bergen. This wasn’t’ surprising’: because. Bergen 
/Owns not.only.the restaurant but ;the ‘office: building: which surrounds 
| the patio, and Murray pays rent space there. ; 
He thought I was trying to find out about his CBS television show, 
| which runs for three years, and no options, with a $300,000 payoff. 
Actually I was an uncredited scout for Elsa Lanchester, who, after 
| performing at the Turnabout theatre for as long or longer than 
| Murray performed at El Capitan, is about to go out on a limb herself. 
| She is breaking loose from Hollywood to try the plush bistro circuit 
and opens Oct. 4 at the Mount Royal hotel, Montreal. After two 
weeks there, she goes to Boston, at the Copley Plaza, and by the end 
of October will be at the Persian Room in the New York Hotel Plaza. 

Though I seem to be a mugg who is impervious to the ordinary 
cautions of family men, actually I’m a very conservative fellow, and 
I dread to see troupers drop a good thing. Murray was just the guy 
to pump on a subject of this sort. He got out on a limb in 1949 B.C, 
| (before critics). They cut off his limb as if it had been hit by an 
Pap Everybody waited for the sickening thud. But there was 
no thud. 


Limbs, Horses, Schnorkels, Who’s Swapping? 











H. Allen Smith has_ resumed | attempt to revise the show as orig-| Seemingly before going out on that limb Murray had cushioned 


work on a novel, which he put 
aside last year to write ‘People 
Named Smith” (Doubleday is pub- 
lishing the latter Oct. 5.) Novel, 
titled “The Trampas Walk,” con- 
cerns a cowboy film star. Double- 
day will publish it in 1951. 

Bill Ornstein’s prolific pen will 
keep the Metro homeoffice trade- 
paper contact in print for the next 


|inally staged would mar its pacing 
|and so might be objected to by the 
sponsor. 

| Film industry execs, who flooded 
| Mayer’s office yesterday with their 
objections to the show and also 
|commendations on the COMPO 





| official’s prompt action, were par- | 


|ticularly incensed that the skit 


few months. He’s just sold a short | should have been done by Martin 
story to Tomorrow magazine and | and Lewis, who,'as Hal Wallis (Par- 
three others to the American Jew-| amount) contractees, also make 
ish Times Outlook. New “Decade | 

of Short Stories” will have one of | the Coast, neither the Screen Ac- 


his, while he has one in the cur-| tors Guild nor the Motion Picture 





| others slated for subsequent pub-| 


| lication in the same mag. because they had not seen the 








their living out of the film biz. On | 


rent issue of Wildfire and five|jyqustry Council would comment | 


show. -MPIC indicated, however, | 








‘One-Man Industry’ 


that it may take steps to reprimand 
the comics after officials see the | 
kine. Wallis has heard nothing 
/about the show but probably could 














Continued from page 1 








world). What he has accomplished of Tarzian’s faith in the medium at 
here with the inauguration of his |a time when, due to the color TV 
WTTV, the video counterpart of | uncertainties and wrangling, prac- 
his WTTS 1,000-watt radio opera-'| tically everybody was withdrawing 
tion, he is now ready to peddle to applications. Tarzian reversed the 
other small towns seeking a place procedure and filed one. Today, 
in the TV sun. lunder the present channel alloca- 
What Tarzian has to offer is a tion restrictions, he wouldn’t stand 

duplicate of his Bloomington | 4 chance. : 
achievement. He will “package”’a| It was from his first boss, At- 
TV station for $150,000—the exact water Kent, that Tarzian learned 
amount it cost him to bring video |the credo: “Anyone can invent or 
10 Bloomington. (It includes trans-| design something—the idea is to 
mitter, camera—in fact, all the | Produce it at a profit.” The oppor- 
components that will enable the | tunity to put it into practice didn’t 
purchaser to go on the air.) _come until 1944. Prior to that he 
That’s about a third of the | Spent me yee 8 eee 
amount it would ordinarily cost, beng RCA, first as chief Pyare pa 
‘for RCA-Victor in South America, 











because Tarzian and his staff of | 


engineers (seme carryovers from 
his RCA regime, others self- 
trained), put everything together 
themselves, with the single excep- 
tion of purchasing a film projector. 


Tarzian’s “package” also includes 
a pattern for small-town program- 
ming—a pattern evolved in the 10 
months the station has been on the 
air, and whick has already sparked 
a 10,000-set sale within a 40-mile 
radius that includes about 150,000 
inhabitants. If it’s a college town, 
like Bloomington, Tarzian will 
show how collegiate dramatics 
(such as Indiana U.); or collegiate 
Sports (again, as with Indiana U. 
and the Big 10 basketball games, 
which generate most of the TV 
fever in this sector), or utilizing 
students to integrate TV into the 
campus academic pattern, can cre- 
ate a community fervor assuring 


the station of instantaneous ac-' 


ceptance. 
‘Coming of Age’ 

Tarzian will show how, in less 
than a year, small town TV can 
pay off in black ink—a “coming 
ot age” WTTV will achieve in Octo- 
ber, a month prior to its first anni, 
when the completion of the sta- 
tion’s microwave relay will permit 
picking up the WLW-TV and 


WCPO-TV signals from Cincinnati | 
for live network programming. | 


Vith the added national biz, WTTV 
will be a profit-making operation. 
Statioa presently is on the air 
five hours.a day, via the “home 
made” programming and the kine 
circuit (it has contracts with ABC, 
CBS, NBC an¢ DuMont), and with 
the microwave relay pickups it will 
ex and to eight hours daily. 
he only reason there’s a TV 
stacion in Bloomington, which is 
50 miles from Indianapolis and not 
W ‘hin range o: Indianapolis’ lone 
Video station (unless one has a 
Specially-built antenna) is because 


‘and then, in 1940, coming to Bloom- 
‘ington to start a factory for the 
|/manufacture of table-model radios. 


|The first year he turned out 1,400,- | 


'000. (Same factory today is making 
|RCA table-model TV sets; the only 
plant in Bloomington with an an- 
nual payroll larger than the $2,000,- 
,0C0 Tarzian employment nut.) 

When the war broke out, Tarzian 
| became a top technical consultant 
‘for the Navy in the manufacture 
‘of proximity fuses. It was in 1944 
‘that he decided to go out on his 
_own in preparation for the big post- 
|war TV ascendancy. For his initial 
|excursion into the electronics man- 
iufacturing business, he designed a 
felevision tuner which grossed 
$15,000 the first year; today he 
cannot turn them out fast enough 
to meet the demands of the major 
set manufacturers. 

Today, at 49, the one-man “Little 
RCA,” with his AM and TV cus- 


“package” deal that will put you 
‘on the air; his far-flung electronic 
parts plants with its much broader 
horizons as TV grows, lives “the 


|children in a small white-frame 
house near the Indiana U. campus, 
allowing himself but a single luxu- 
ry—a new Cadillac. 

















|_ Continued from page 2 


many in the late fall for a repeat 
performance. 


Alaska Show Sponsors 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 
When U. S. Army recently con- 
tacted Joe Hiller Agency about the 
possibility of sending some shows 
up to various bases in Alaska, at 
same time stating no funds were 
available for that purpose, Hiller 








tomimade station;  iits $150,000 | in! Mayer declared: “This or- | 


simple life with his wife and two | 


'do nothing, since he has-no con- 
| trol of M&L’s outside activities. | 
Claiming exhibs in N. Y. area! 

| were “outraged’ ’over the Martin- | 
Lewis performance, Independent | 
Theatre Owners Assn. president! 
Harry Brandt, in a telegram to 
producer Wallis, asked the latter 
to take whatever “disciplinary ac- 
tion’”’ he deemed necessary to curb 
the future activities of the comedy 
team. 
Martin as Manager 

Skit in question had Martin as a' 
theatre manager. Admission scale 
in the window had been marked. 
down from 80c to 60c and then 40c, | 
with Martin finally hanging a sign | 
reading “Easy Credit Terms Ar- | 
ranged.” Lewis was depicted as a) 





streetcorner basketball game _ to 
watch video. When Martin saw 
‘him nearing the theatre, he had 
the b.o. cashier do a partial strip 
to lure Lewis into buying a ticket. 
Also, each time Lewis mentioned 
the word, “television,” Martin 
bopped him over the head. 


Production execs on the TV pro- 
‘gram, meanwhile, claimed they 
|ecould see nothing out of line in 
ithe sketch. They admitted ribbing 
‘the film biz but said it was noth- 
|ing more malicious than the Wash- 
|ington’s Gridiron Club’s annual 
|ribbing of President Truman. In 
| addition, they pointed out that the 
| film industry has not been averse 
| to kidding video from time to time. 
| They noted that 20th-Fox’s “My 
| Blue Heaven” revolves around a 
pair of TV performers and _ bur- 
| lesques video’s version of the sing- 


ing commerciai. 
In his wire to the RCA and NBC 





| ganization (COMPO), representing 
/all branches of the motion picture 
industry, strongly protests the at- 
'tack on our business contained in 


the Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis show 


| 


' 


‘the motion picture theatres as 
| places shunned by the public, both 
'the producers and NBC have done 
‘serious damage to this industry. 
|We cannot believe that you, as re- 
{sponsible head of RCA, condone 
_such irresponsible attacks and we 
ask that you take steps immediately 


to see that this scene is not re-| 


peated on other stations.” 





Kansas City—Blevins Davis, 
president of Ballet Theatre and a 
board member of the American 
National Theatre & Academy, will 
stage the pageant and coronation 
ceremony of the American Royal 
Ball, to be held here Oct. 13. He 
is a resident of nearby Independ- 
ence, Mo. 





|on NBC Sunday night. In depicting | 


himself with a three-yéar contract to put “Blackouts” on television 
at $100,000 a year. Lucky Strike had an option on the show, but 
_after the reviews broke, they dropped the option. Anheuser Busch 
picked up from where Lucky struck out. They are now sponsoring 
through 1951. 

There’s another old saying that you shouldn’t swap horses in mid- 
stream. But if somebody wanted to swap your horse for a tractor- 
truck which had a schnorkel on it, permitting you to ride where 
horses would drown, why shouldn’t you pull a swap, even in midstream. 

This was the sort of intelligence it made me happy to transmit from 
Murray to Lanchester. Few people remember her from such pictures 
as “Henry the VIII” and practically no one, barring her husband, 
Charles Laughton, remembers that she started out in showbusiness 
as a beautiful comedienne in a little show in London, far away and 
|long ago. 

_ Patrons who think of her as a screwball character in pictures are 
in for a delightful surprise when they see and hear her in night- 
clubs this winter. I caught a private preview at her home. She 


| worked with a scarf, a handful of props, and gave us more laughs 


than we’ve had in years. Her material is culled from songs which she 


| sang at the Turnabout. The cream of eight and one-half years. This 


puts her in conflict with Murray’s claim to the longest run in modern 
show biz. But I’m not going to resolve that one. Let the press 
agents fight it out. Murray’s men claim he did 3,844 performances, 
hers claim she ran up 3,000 performances as a guest artist. at the 
Turnabout. I’m impressed either way. 


With An Assist From Thomas Hardy? 

Elsa’s material derives chiefly from the ballads of Forman Brown. 
She took her pay chiefly from the rights to sing them exclusively 
as long as she could sing. She doesn’t think she can sing, but she 
certainly can put over a sone, and. as a matter of fact, whether she 
thinks she can sing or not, in her judgment, she sings very well in mine, 

Murray, of course, can’t sing at all, but who cares? He knows 
how to put a show together and as an m.c. none can top him. He is 
a very happy person these days. He knows his business, and enjoys 
working at it. He still goes around with a prop cigar. b ee 
smoke it. He declares he got tired ef smoking. In fact why he 
pulled out of El Capitan was based on the same reasoning. He got 
tired of it. After two years of playing the same role he believes 
that any actor must feel like a zombie. Moreover, he was a tenant, 
and he got tired of paying rent, too. 

"i: | had owned the house,” he said, “I might have held on like 
a coupon-clipper, but I didn’t own it, and the owners wouldn’t sell, 


teenager returning home from a | <9 | moved to New York and the critics kicked me out of the Ziegfeld 


/and upstairs into television.” 
| He is a man of amazing memory, too. One day in his dressing 
{room in Hollywood we got to talking about Ashton Stevens. Stevens 
,and G. J. Nathan have been his heroes for years. He asked me if I 
/had ever read Ashton’s “Actorviews” or Nathan’s “After Ibsen?” I 
| told him I hadn’t and that moreover they (the books, not the critics) 
| were out of print. ‘ 

“I have them at home somewhere. IT’'ll dig them out and give them 
'to you,” he said. 
| A year later I ran into him playing golf, and again he reminded 
/me that he was still hunting for those books. When we met the 
_ other day, he handed them to me. 


Murray Moves A Book Lover 

“You know I was an author once,” he said. “I wrote a book called 
‘Foolin’ Around’. I was playing the Paramount in downtown L. A. 
and my publisher thought it would be a good tieup if I went over to 
| the May Co. department-store and made a pitch for the book between 
| shows. It was all arranged very nicely. They put my picture in’ the 
paper, in the display advertising section, and announced I would auto- 
graph books on a specified afternoon. 
| “They had a little auditorium. I was introduced, gave the book- 
‘lovers a few gags, got a few laughs, and because the laughs seemed 
_to lack volume I began to count the house. It was only half-filled, 
but there was a little balcony, and up there sat one sweet old lady. 
I recognized her as my grandmother. 

“After my pitch I moved out to the book counter and waited. No- 
_ body came, even for autographed copies, which I understand among 
/eminent authors raise the value of the book as much as 100%. I went 
| back to the Paramount for my next show, chewed a sandwich of old 

crow and sat awhile with my bitter thoughts about the book business. 

There was a knock or. the door. I said ‘Come in.’ In came my dear 
|old grandmother, her eyes shining, a copy of my book under her arm 
| and exclaiming: ‘I bought your book, Ken. In fact I was the first one 
, to start the rush.’ 

“The phone rang. It was the May Co. reporting in. ‘We sold one 
book,’ the department manager said, with an honesty that would have 
crushed a weaker author.” 

That should have been bad news for me, but the fact was that even 
| before my “Behind The Flying Saucers” went on sale, it had pre- 
|sold 12,000 copies, 2,500 to Macy’s alone, and after one day officially 
on sale in Los Angeles had climbed to No. 4 on the bestseller list. 

But I, too, think I have learned a lesson from Murray, and that is 
that authors should be read and not heard. People who insist on 
getting it through their ears don’t, as a rule, want to get it again 
through their eyes. In fact if the author is a very entertaining fellow, 
they’re almost sure to let it go at that, and if he is rather dull when 
thinking on his feet, they are inclined to say, “What a dope!” 

So that’s the main reason why the old Scullywag is resisting all 
pleas to fly to New York on one of his famed saucers, to leap here, 
there and everywhere, shilling for a property that seemingly is a hit 
without his further aid or interference. 
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Broadway 


Van Heflin in Gotham for TV 
appearances. 

British percenter Lew Grade 
planing in from London Friday 
(22). 


Buchanan & Co. took over ad-| 
vertising for the Sherry-Nether- | 


land Hotel. 

Cesar Romero returned from a 
European junket Saturday (16) on 
the Britannic. 

Gene Autry moves his “World's 
Championship Rodeo” into the 


Garden Sept. 27 for a 30-day stand. | 


Samuel Schneider, Warner 
Bros. veepee, back from a four- 
week business trip to Paris and 
London. 

Dusty Bruce, femme disk jockey 
of Tucson, Ariz., in New York for 


two weeks of guesting on radio 
and video. 
Agent Milton Pickman_ bach ww 


the Coast last night (Tuesday) after 
two weeks east on foreign pic and 
story deals. 

Nina Foch planed in from the 
Coast Monday (18) after winding 
acting stint in Metro’s “An Ameri- 
can in Paris.” 

Oscar Doob, Loew’s exec, and 
his wife touring Europe for three 
weeks on a vacation with publisher 
S. I. Newhouse. 

Metro opera tenor Jan Peerce 
arrived from Paris, Saturday (16). 
Peerce recently ¢ompleted his first 
concert tour of Israel. 

Otto Preminger commuting to 
Gotham from Nlé<ontreal, where | 
he’s producing - directing “The 
Scarlet Pen” for 20th-Fox. 

Dan Duryea, who recently com- 
pleted “Al Jennings of Oklahoma” 
for Columbia, arrived Sunday (17) 
from the Coast for a short stay. | 

Walter Pidgeon arriving Sept. 
29 aboard the Queen Mary from 
London, where he has been work- | 
ing in Metro’s “Calling Bulldog 
Drummond.” 

Barbara Stanwyck back from 
several weeks vacation in Europe, | 
where she visited husband Robert | 
Taylor, who is making “Quo|} 
Vadis” in Rome for Metro. 

Bobby Clark, Senator Ford and 
Harry Hershfield will present 
scholarships they donated to win- | 
ners of the Eddie Miller auditions 
at the Variety Club Friday (22). 

David Niven, Elsa Maxwell and 
Alfred Nightingale, general man- 
ager of the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co., in from Britain yesterday | 
(Tues.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Carol Edna Flaum to wed Robert 
Cole Korwan at Fort Washington 
Collegiate Church, N. Y., Sept. 30. | 
She’s the daughter of Joe Flaum, 


associate of Miles Ingalls, talent | 
agent. 
Annual Warner Club_ Golf | 


Tournament slated for the West- | 


chester Country Club Oct. 6, with 
Tom O'Sullivan, Warner Interna- 
tional Corp. auditor, heading the 
committee in charge of the event. 

Ben Harriman, who operated the 
wartime Aquarium cafe on Broad- 
way, just opened a new version, 
the Aquarium in the Somerset 
hotel, with Joe Marsala and Paul 
Martell’s bands, and Adele Girard 
at the harp. 

Actress Lizabeth Scott embarks 
on a six-day tour of Pennsylvania 
cities commencing Oct. 16 in the 
role of “Queen of Pennsylvania 
Week.” Miss Scott will be accom- 
panied by Gov. James H. Duff 
and Mike Weiss, Paramount field- 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


Mickey Shaughnessy will head 
the floor show lineup when Palum- 
bo’s reopens Sept. 28. 

Allan Franks, son of Joe Franks, 
treasurer of the Shubert theatre, 
has been named treasurer for the 
Erlanger. 6 

Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic” will kick off the sea- 
son at the Academy of Music, Sat- 
urday night 423). 

Local disk jockeys are plugging 
the records of the late Buddy 
Clark, with the idea of spurring 
royalty returns to his widow. 

_The Del Rio Club, big northeast 
nitery, will reopen under new 
ownership set-up as the Club Or- 
chid, Sept. 25, with Hot Lips Page. 

The Latin Casino launched its 
new season Monday night (18) with 
a floor show headed by Zero Mos- 
tel. Kay Armen and Copsey & 
Ayres. 

The Pen and Pencil Club, news- 
Ppapermen’s organization, staged a 
party in honor of the cast of “Kiss 
Me, Kate” (14), Nat Burns, of the 
company, and radio commentator 
Powers Gouraud emceed the affair. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Western star Tex Ritter at 
Uline’s Arena past week with his 
et | revue. 

ept. of Commerce film topper 
Nathan Golden back home after his 





‘Deborah Kerr, back after making | 


| London 


trek to Toronto for Variety Club’s 
awards dinner. 
| Ella Fitzgerald highlighted the’ 
'“Night at the Philharmonic jam 
session at National Guard Armory 
| last Sunday night. 
| Producer Hal Chester and stars 
Dan Duryea and Gale Storm here 
for a day of p.a.’s at RKO Keith) 
preem of United Artists’ ‘“‘Under- | 
world Story.” ' 
Jose Ferrer, in town on his “Cy- 
rano de Bergerac” tour, took time 
out to trek to Olney to see Brian 
|Aherne in “Dear Brutus” and to) 
chat with Olney producer Richard | 
Skinner, who stage managed the 
Ferrer starrer, “Silver Whistle. 


| ° 

| Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 

(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 

Louis Jouvet to appear in pic, 
“Clerambart.” 

The Gene Van Dees back from 
Venice and Rome. 

Elsa Maxwell nightclubbing with 
Mrs. and Jimmy Donahue. 

Boris Morros busy on the re- 
lease of his Sacha Guitry picture. 

The Peter Sisters may act as 
models in the October Paris fash- 
ion show. 

Jane Martel, a newcomer, to 
appear in Henri Bernstein’s ‘Vic- 
tor” next October. 

The Lacy Kastners entertaining 
party that came ‘back to Paris after 
Columbia’s London convention. 

Actress Vera Korene to be the 





' first distaff director to stage a play, 


Marivaux’ “‘Les Sincers” at the | 
Francaise. 

Liza Lapinere, wife of the RKO 
exec, to have an exhibit in Novem- 
ber of her paintings at the Andre | 
Weill gallery. 

Jean Negulesco’s wife, who, 
paints under the name of Dusty | 
Anderson, to have an exhibit at 
end of September. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Anthony Mann here from Holly- 
wood as director of the third unit 
of “Quo Vadis.” 
Binnie Barnes left for London 


to do a picture there. 
Anthony Bartley, 





husband of | 


TV shorts in London. 

Agnes Moorhead off to Nice 
where she is working in the Errol 
Flynn pic on location there. 

“Pirates of Capri,’ made-in-Italy 
film with Louis Hayward as star, 
opened at the Fiamma Sept. 10. 

John Kitzmiller, American col- | 
ored actor, finished his role in 
Italian co-op film, ‘“Footlights of 
Variety.” 

Italian actress Gina Lolobrigida | 
signed up for Hollywood pix, and | 


| has left Rome for her future as- | 
signments. 

Anna Magnani fighting with her 
current production heads on film 


“Red Shirts,” being filmed at 
| Sealera Studios. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Ruth Vernon, local dancer, 





switching froom “Peep Show” to 
“Guys and Dolls.” 

Puppeteer Syd Kroft joined 
| “Stars ‘N’ Skates” ice show at the 
Ankara. 
| Johnny Kirby’s parents went to 
|Hollywood for his opening in 
i ‘Little Boy Blue.” 

Carousel’s Spotlight Room re- 


| opened with Dorothy Nesbitt after | 


| three-month shutdown. 

Carl Betz back to Atlanta for 
second straight season as leading 
man for Penthouse Theatre. 


Jack Geary and Bill Krot, sum- | 


/mer opera company singers, signed 
‘for new tour of “Brigadoon.” 


|race Room Sept. 
‘Brisson and Joe Sudy’s band. 





Riviera 


By Margaret Gardner 


Kenneth Spencer, at Nice’s| 
Edouard VII Hotel while making | 
the French film, “Joyous Pilgrims.” 

Elsa Maxwell closed her Auri- | 


beau villa before leaving for Paris, 
on a. lap of her return trip to 


“Maurice Chevalier holding daily 


rehearsals in his La Bocea villa | 


| in preparation for his Paris ap- 
| pearance Sept. 22 at the Variety 
| theatre. 


| _ In an attempt to bolster sagging 


| days of the season, Syndicate In-| 
itiative (Chamber of Commerce) of | 
Cannes earmarked a million francs | 


($3,000) for a four-day ad splash in 
French, English and American 
newspapers. 

After four weeks of shooting, the 





| Prelle starrer, 


left Nice for Paris. After a month 


of filming there, this troupe re- | 


turns to do location shots at Ville- 
franche. Pic formerly was called 
(“The Bargain.” 


William Penn unshuttering Ter- | 
28 with Carl | 


unit on the Errol Flynn-Micheline | 
“The Bloodline,” | 


Martha Wright opened at the 
Bagatelle Monday (18). 

Tommy Bostock, for six years 
with Jack Hylton in charge of his 
theatres, resigned to take position 
with Crane Publicity. 

David Drukker, exec of the 


colade,” mulling plans to adapt his 
play, “The Precipice,” for Holly- 


wood. 

Scottish Highland backgrounds 
planned for new Ray Milland-Pat 
Roc pic “White Heather,” now on 
location in Devon. 

Donald Peers will top vaude at 
Glasgow Empire Oct. 2. Nellie 





Charles L. Tucker agency, off to 
New York; will stay with his mar- | 
ried daughter on Long Island. | 

Film star Patricia Dainton start-| 
ing a three-week personal appear- | 
ance tour to boost the British-made 
Technicolor musical, “The Dancing | 
Years.” . 

“Home and Beauty,” recently at | 
the Arts theatre, acquired by 
Henry Sherek and opens at the St. 
Martin’s Sept. 25, replacing re- 
vival of ‘‘Rosmersholm.” 

Jack Hylton is dickering qith 


‘the Clark Bros., currently in Tom 


Arnold and Emile Littler’s Lon- 
don Casino show, to appear in his 
forthcoming production of “Kiss 
Me Kate.” 

Elsa and Waldo finish in Jack 
Taylor and Tom Arnold’s Black- 
pool show “Coconut Grove” Sept. | 
16. They go to Spain and Paris for 
a month or six weeks; sail for New | 
York Nov. 1. 

Nigel Patrick to play the Naun- | 
ton Wayne role in Stanley French’s 
“Young Wives’ Tale,” the West | 
End hit which Associated British | 
Pictures is to film at Elmstree | 
studios starting Oct. 23. 


| Jacques 


Lutcher’s date is Oct. 16. King 
Cole Trio is due Sept. 25. 

The Merry Macs to highlight 
Christmas revue with Scot comic 
Jack Radcliffe at Empire, Glasgow, 
top Scottish vaude house. 

New Jack Waller show “Sweet 
Innocent” to have world preem at 
Glasgow Alhambra, Oct. 23. 
Jansen, French musical 





comedy actor, will have lead. 
Eddie Fraser, radio .actor-pro-| 
ducer, taking over chores as’! 
British Broadcasting Co. variety | 
chief in Scotland from Howard M. | 
Lockhart, who has gone free-lance. 


Buenos Aires 


Katherine Dunham Dancers 
packing Casino theatre. 
Mexican singer Nestor Mesta 


Chayres on Mundo web sponsored 
by Ronsard-Ricibril. 

Luis Cesar Amadori reelected 
prexy of Academy of Motion Pic- | 
ture Arts and Sciences. 

Swift switched comedian Au- 
gusto Codeca to Belgrano web | 


Hollywood 


Joe Liliey laid up with a broken 
ankle. 


Florence Marly planed in from 
Japan. 


-Cliff Reed sold his Bel-Air home 
to Jo Stafford. 


Sol Lesser in town after five 
months abroad. 

Mal Boyd hospitalized with 
kidney ailment. 

Al Ritz laid up at home with 
virus infection. 

Arlene Dahl shifted from Fa- 
mous Artists to MCA. 

Bud Abbotts celebrated their 
32nd wedding anniversary. 

Billy Wilder leaves Nov. 6 for a 
three-month tour of Europe. 

William Holden planed to Hous- 
ton for the AFL convention. 

William F. Rodgers in from N. Y. 
to gander new Metro product. 

Cecil B. DeMille returned from 
COMPO huddles in Washington. 

Milt Epstein in the Veterans’ 
hospital at Sawtelle with heart ail- 
ment. 

Edmund Grainger returned to 
his RKO desk after four days out 
with flu. 

Bill “‘Hopalong” Boyd in town 
after six months with the Cole 
Bros. Circus. 

Eugene O’Brien recovering from 
a heart attack, after four blood 
transfusions. 

Pattie Moore and Ben Lessy to 


Fred Fox upped to position of | after nearly 10 years exclusively | Cincinnati for two weeks at the 


managing director of 20th-Fox | 
Productions in England. He’s been | 


on Mundo network. 
Jaime Lopez of Northern Ex- 


Beverly Club. 
Bernard Blair left for Nairobi 


with 20th since its inception 18) hibitors’ circuit celebrating 35th,;to resume his chores as Metro 


| years ago, and was formerly pro- | 
| duction chief of the London com- | 
| restaurant 


pany. 

Gigli starts his autumn English | 
tour Sept. 26. Opens in Edinburgh | 
with other provincial cities to fol- 
low, which include Glasgow and 
Blackpool. Expects to give at least 
three concerts at the Albert Hall, 
London. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Jim Keefe here ahead of “Lend 
an Ear.” 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “Skin of Our Teeth.” 


year in film industry, with col-! 
leagues giving dinner at Coventry | 
in Tucuman city. 

Crooner John Paris clippered to 
Rio Janeiro to look after recording 
interests there; then goes to 
Lima, Peru and eventually to Lon- 
don to purchase new recording 
equipment. 

Cinemactress Susana Freyre and! 
her husband director Carlos Hugo 
Christensen, back from Venezuela 
before renewing film contracts in 
Mexico, where she already made 
“La Loca de la Casa” with Pedro 
Armendariz, 


India 


A movement for establishment | 





Hoagy Carmichael underlined 
for Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 


Phil Silvers plus Rita & Alan | 
Farrell into Hotel Nicollet Min- 


| nesota Terrace. 


St. Paul Junior League sponsor- | 
ing “Skating Vanities of 1951” for | 
six nights at St. Paul Auditorium. | 

Minneapolis Aquatennial, annual | 


of little theatres throughout the 
country begun at Bombay by 
Socialist leader and writer Mrs. | 
Kamaladevi. 


South Indian Film Chamber of | 
Commerce submitted a memoran- | 
dum to the Inquiry Committee re- | 


questing the government make a | 





representative. 

Roy Rogers leaves Nov. 7 on a 
two-a-day tour of 27 towns, open- 
ing in Kansas City. 

Jarmila Novotna checked in 
Metro to make her film bow 
“The Great Caruso.” 

Tennessee Williams in town 
take a gander at the filming of 
Streetcar Named Desire.” 

James Mason using his own 
Bevhills home to shoot interiors 
for his indie, “Del Palma.” 

Kathryn Grayson to New Orle- 
ans for civic ceremonies preeming 
“The Toast of New Orleans.” 

George Jessel and Howard Keel 
narrowly escaped injury in a five- 
car smashup near Redwood City. 

Luis Cesar Amadon in from 
Argentina as a guest of Hugo 
Fregonese and Faith Domergue. 

Abel Green, editor of VARIETY, 
in town for the inauguration of 
Joe Schoenfeld as editor of DAILY 
VARIETY. 

Pat. Buttram reported on the 
mend, after his accident at 
Pioneertown, and given a chance 


at 
in 


to 
om 


summer mardi gras, reported $1,-| uniform tax rate of 1742% on ad- to recover. 


653 deficit for this year’s festival. | 


Gloria De Haver planed to Las 
Vegas to complete her engagement 


the issuance of censor certificates | at the Desert Inn, interrupted by 


Wayne King’s “John Loves — 
Mary” small-town touring com-! A move has been started to have | 
pany booked for Woman’s Club , 
theatre here Sept. 22. | under A and by 

RKO-Orpheum gets its first stopped. First picture to be put 
| Palace vaudeville unit of new under A classification babe the | 
season week of Oct. 5. It'll be|‘#indi-made film “Haste Ansu, 


billed as an “Anniversary Show.” | 
| Engagement of Jane Pickens | 
and Escourtiers date at Hotel | 
Radisson Flame Room, originally | 
scheduled for this week, has been | 
set back a month. 

' Pat O’Brien, playing at Hotel 
| Nicolet Minnesota Terrace, ap- 


peared on Cedric Adams’ “Dinner | 


| at the Adams” radio show, broad- 
| cast from the Adams’ home. 


| lreland 


_ By Maxwell Sweeney 
Victor Sylvester orch pacted for 
terpery dates here. 





at Theatre Royal, Dublin. 

Ruth Draper inked for two-week 
| season at Dublin Gaiety in Octo- 
ber. 

Neil Kearns band set for winter 
| season in Aberdeen Hall at Dub- 
lin’s Gresham Hotel. 

Rita Hayworth and Aly Khan in 
on visit to their farm at Giltown, 
County Kildare. 

Donagh MacDonagh’s play 
“Happy as Larry” set for Helsing- 
fors, Finland, early in October. 

Christopher Casson, son of Dame 
Sybil Thorndyke, establishing an 
acting school in Dublin with ex- 
Abbeyite Phyllis Ryan. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Tommy Morgan signed contract 
for pantomime at Gaiety, Leith. 
Yvonne Arnaud skedded for 
London show, “Travellers’ Joy.” 
Anatole de Grunwald filming 


“Sales Talk,” new Scot radio 
series, will star English comedian 
Freddie Sales. 

Delta Rhythm Boys shared top 
_ Spot at Glasgow Empire with Brit- 
ish orch, The Squadronaires. 

Perth theatre celebrating its 50th 
anni with production of Terence 
Rattigan’s “Love in Idleness,” 

Jack Buchanan due in Glasgow 
for Alan Melville comedy “Castle 
_in the Air,” with Irene Manning. 

Emlyn Williams, here in “Ac- | 


Gigli set for celebrity concert | 


James Bridie’s “Flesh and Blood.” | 


produced in Bombay. 


Jupiter Pictures, which will 
transfer its studio personnel and 
equipment to Madras from Coim- 
batore late this year, has blue- 
printed three films for 1951 pro- 





duction. They will be trilingual 
versions in Tamil, Teluga and 
Hindi. 


An appeal has been made to the | 
central government to lift the ban | 
imposed on banks advancing coin | 
to producers; also to place film | 
production on_ state-aid-to-indus- | 
tries list so film producers can ask | 
government fer financial help un- 
|der those rules. 
Financial arrangements are cur-| 
|rently underway for a new pro-| 
'ducing unit to start operating in| 
/Madras. Reported the outfit will | 
,take over the old Vel Studios lot, | 
| presently owned by V. L. Narasu, | 
|who also owns the Paragon in 
Madras and other theatres. 

Setting up soon of a central 
board of film censors will not 
|eliminate regional boards at Bom- 
;}bay, Calcutta and Madras. Local 
‘films will be viewed by their re- 
|spective censor boards and recom- 
|mendations will be made to the 
‘central board for final certificates. 
Regional boards will consist of a 
police commissioner, producers’ 
rep, a member of the press and | 
three members from the lay 
public. 














Chicago 

|. Anthony Farrell, producer for 
|“Texas, Li'l Darlin’,” in town for 
Opening Sept. 26. 

People’s Institute theatre, legit 
|house of 30 years ago, is being 
|razed to make way for superhigh- 
| Way. 








Contralto Audrey Guard in town | 
for filmings at the Wilding Studios. | 
/Raoul Kraushaar here from the| 
Coast to do music, and Don Woods 
for acting chores. 

William K. Hollander, press 
‘chief of Balaban and Katz, has 
| been appointed prexy of the Cere- 


| bral Palsy Assn. of Illinois. John 


Balaban, B&K head, takes over as 
chairman of the board. 


classifications « her. mother’s death. 


George Sidney won first prize 
in a photography contest put on 
by the Stereo Club, an amateur 
outfit headed by Harold Lloyd. 

Jean Hersholt will be principal 
speaker at the Southern California 
Motion Picture Council’s annual 
luncheon at the Assistance League. 


Barcelona 
By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


Star Sarita Montiel back from 
Mexico where she had been for 
several months. 

Argentine pic star Libertad 
Lamarque in Spain briefly before 
starting her European tour. 

Italian actor Rossano Brazzi here 
to work in ‘‘The Black Crown” with 
Maria Felix. Luis Saslavsky will 
direct. 

Poet and legit author Jose M. 
Peman decorated with the cross of 
Alfonso X el Sabio, only awarded 
to top talent. 

Film director Ladislao Vadja re- 
turned from England to direct 
“Seventh Page” at Peninsular 
Films. Pic will star Rafael Duran, 
Alfredo Mayo and Muruja As- 
querino. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Burdette Wilson topping Astoria 
nitery floor show. 
Jaime Menasce ready to start 


| production of pix in English this 


fall. 
John Wayne back to Hollywood 
after Republic producing chores 


| here. 


Radio toppers Pedro Vargas and 
Sofia Alvarez to San Antonio, Tex., 
for air bookings. 

Los Churumbeles, Spanish folk- 


| Song chorus, clicking at Hotel Del 


Prado’s Versailles nitery. 
Jesus Grovas, chief of Cinema- 
tografica Grovas, back from Europe 


| with Mexico rights to 17 Italian 


and four Spanish films. 

Gabriel Alarcon, biggie provin- 
cial chain operator, and Luis 
Castro, film circuit operator here, 
have joined forces. Alarcon also 


| bought in heavily in the pic pro- 
ducing company, Producciones 
Raul de Anda, S. A, 


or 
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Jones and Charles Elson, Broadway 
legit designers, and Rolf Gerard, 
who has done sets sor London and | 
N. Y. shows. Max Leavitt, founder- | 
director of the Lemonade Opera, | 
has also been added as a stage di- 


rector. 
4 further theatre tie is the ‘e- 
aceme! 
van @ group from Ballet Theatr?, 
considered the closest among cur- 
rent dance troupes to the broad- 
way metier. 


12 New Singers 


The Met has signed 12 new sing- 
ers, one new conductor und the 
three stage directors mentioned 
above. What is of more interest 
are the returnees—the ace Yugo- 
slav soprano, Zinka Milanov, last 
heard here in 1947; the distin- 
guished conductor, Bruno Walter, 
who batoned last in 1945, and the 
brilliant Wagnerian soprano, Kirs- 
ten Flagstad, who left in 1941. Sign- 
ing of the last-named last winter, 
by the incoming general manager 





Kudolf Bing, stirred up a great deal | 


of controversy, on grounds of the 
Norwegian 
ties. Hubbub hasn’t died down yet 
and may 
diva’s reappearance. 

New singers signed are Lucine 
Amara, Victoria de Los Angeles, 
Roberta Peters, Marguerite Piazza, 
Delia Rigal, Barbara Troxell, Gene- 
vieve Warner, sopranos; Fedora 
Barbieri and Elena Nikolaidi, con- 
traltos, among the femmes, and 
Hans Hotter and Paolo Silveri, 
baritones, and Boris Christoff, bass. 
New conductor is Alberto Erede, 
with Martin Rich as new assistant 
conductor. Fausto Cleva, member 
of the Met staff through 1942, is 
returning as conductor. Antony 
Tudor will direct the new Met 
Opera Ballet, with Nana Gollner 
as prima ballerina. 


Most of the new sopranos are 
American, aged between 20 and 
30. A couple are considered highly 
photogenic; one girl, Miss Warner, 
has never sung in opera befor -; 
another soprano, Miss Peters, about 
20, is rumored as a vocalistic dark 
horse and star potential. Also 
joining the Met, is Mme. Nikolaidi, 
the Greek contralto who proved a 
“sleeper” in her N. Y. recital debut 
two years ago, when she got rave 


notices. Also of interest is Miss 
Piazza, a regular on NBC-TV’s 
“Saturday Night Revue,” whose 


contract permits her to double 
from opera to tele, 


Among the Missing 


There are quite a few shockers 
in those from last year’s Met tai- 
ent list who aren’t re-signed for 
this year. Six of eight conductors 
on last year’s roster are out; the 
ninth, Max Rudolf, has switched to 
an exec post at the Met, as back- 
stage artistic administrator. Drop- 
ped batonists are Emil Cooper, Wil- 
fred Pelletier, Jonel Perlea, Fritz 
Busch, Giuseppe Antonicelli and 
Pietro Cimara. 

Missing from the sopranos are 
Rose Bampton, Mimi Benzell, Fran- 
ces Greer, Florence Quartararo, 
Stella Roman, Polyna Stoska, Pia 
Tassinari, Marilyn Cotlow, Inge 
Manski, Claudia Pinza, Gertrude 


Ribla and Maxine Stellman, among 
others, 


Contraltos not returning include 
Irra Petina, Cloe Elmo, Kerstin 
rhorborg, Thelma Altman and 
Claramae Turner. 


Tenor absentees include Lauritz 
Melchior, who would have marked 
his 25th season at the Met this 
year; James Meiton, Mario Berint, 
Frederick Jagel, Raoul Jobin and. 
Max Lorenz. 

Baritones missing include Rob- 
ert Weede, Mack Harrell, Alexan- 
der Sved, Enzo Mascherini, Martial 
Singher and Frederick Lechner. 
Lawrence Tibbett, though listed in 
the new roster, is on leave of ab- 
sence to appear in the forthcom- 
ing Broadway production, “The 
Barrier.” Among the basses, 
Emanuel List. Italo Tajo, Virgilio 
Lazzari, Philip Kinsman and Denis 
Harbour are out. 


The ballet setup, as noted above, 
has been swept clean, with chore- 
ographer Boris Romanoff, ballet 
master Alexander Gavrilov, pre- 
miere danseuse Marina Svetlova, 
premier danseur Leon Varkas, and 
guest soloist Aida Alvarez, all out. 

3idu Sayao, though on the new 


Met’s ‘Stage Spirit’ 


Continued from page 1 


singer’s alleged Nazi | 


flare up again on the] 


—_ 
| Army-Navy T 








only six appearances all season, all 
in “Barber of Seville.” 
reported dubious about returning 
if “Barrier” flops. 

On the managerial side, the Met 
also presents a new face (or faces) 
this season. New general manager, 
replacing Edward Johnson, is Ru- 
dolf Bing. Three key men under 


| him are new to their jobs in Regi- 
1t of the old ballet setup | ald et nen & 


_ministrator; Max Rudolf, artistic 


general business ad- 


administrator, and Francis Robin- 
son, boxoffice and _ subscription 
| head. John Gutman, as Bing’s 
| general assistant, is also new. 

' Artistic personnel engaged by 
_the Met for 1950-51 includes: 


| Sopranos: Licia Albanese, Lucine 


Tibbett is 





MARRIAGES 


Sybil Bowan to Thomas Staple- 
ton, New York, Sept. 16. Bride is 
a vaude performer. 


Ruth Neusbaum to Jimmy 


| Schure, New York, Sept. 17. HUe’s 


i the WMGM Artists Bureau, 


Gloria Heller to Dr. Charles De 
Phillips, Bronxville, N. Y., Sept. 
23. Bride is with Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics’ accounting department. 


Felicia Conde to Nicky Vanoff, 
New York, Sept. 4. Both are 
dancers. 

Beverly Siegel to Les Wintz, 
New York, Sept. 17. He’s with the 
Wolfe-Feldman tele agency, and 
son of Julie Wintz of the Music 
Corp. of America band dept. 

Jean Dencker to Grant Wonders, 
| Chicago, Sept. 12. He’s treasurer 
of the Erlanger theatre, Chi. 


| OBITUARIES 


PEDRO DE CORDOBA 
Pedro de Cordoba, 68, who often 
, had played the role of a priest in 
‘motion pictures, was found dead in 
his home in Hollywood Sept. 17. 


A veteran of both stage and. 


screen, de Cordoba was narrator 
for the Mass broadcast each Sun- 
|day morning from the Immaculate 
Conception Roman Catholic Church 
in Los Angeles. His wife said she 
| believed he died before midnight 
| while studying his prayer book. 

| The cause of death was not 
known, but de Cordoba had com- 
plained of feeling ill several days 
|ago while appearing in “The 
California Story,” a centennial 


| Margaret Ward to Jack Sullivan,* pageant at the Hollywood Bowl. 


Seattle, Sept. 16. Bride was for- 


|” Born in New York, he had been on 


|Amara, Erna Berger, Anne Bollin-|™er business agent for Seattle | the stage for many years with such 


| ger, Nadine Conner, Victoria De 
'Los Angeles, Kirsten Flagstad, 
| Lois Hunt, Irene Jessner, Dorothy 
| Kirsten, Paula Lenchner, Zinka Mi- 


, lanov, Patrice Munsel, Jarmila No- | 


votna, Jeanne Palmer, Roberta 
|Peters, Marguerite Piazza, Lily 
| Pons, Lillian Raymondi, Regina 


| Resnik, Delia Rigal, Bidu Sayao, 
|Eleanor Steber, Helen Traubel, 
| Barbara Troxell, 
Thelma Votipka, Genevieve War- 
ner, Ljuba Welitch. 


€ontraltos: Fedora Barbieri, Ka- 
'rin Branzell, Lucielle Browning, 


| Herta Glaz, Margaret Harshaw, 
|Martha Lipton, - Jean Madeira, 
{Elena Nikolaidi, Rise Stevens, | 


Blanche Thébom. 


Tenors: Kurt Baum, Jussi Bjoerl- 
ing, Leslie Chabay, Eugene Conley, 
Emery Darcy, Alessio DePaolis, 
Giuseppe DiStefano, Paul Franke, 
Thomas Hayward, Peter Klein, Fe- 
lix Knight, Charles Kullman, Jan 
Peerce, Brian, Sulivan, Set Svan- 


ard Tucker, Ramon Vinay. 


Baritones: John Baker, John 
Brownlee, George Cehanovsky, 
Ferdinand Frantz, Frank Guarrera, 
Clifford Harvuot, Osie Hawkins, 
Hans Hotter, Herbert Janssen, Rob- 
ert Merrill, Paul Schoeffler, Hugh 
Thompson, Lawrence Tibbett, 
Paolo Silveri, Giuseppe Valdengo, 
Francesco Valentino, Leonard War- 
ren. 

Basses: Lorenzo Alvary, Salva- 
tore Baccaloni, Boris Christoff, 
Lawrence Davidson, Dezso Ernster, 
Jerome Hines, Nicola Moscona, 
Gerhard Pechner, Lubomir Viche- 
gonov, Mihaly Szekely. 

Conductors: Fausto Cleva, Alber- 
to Erede, Fritz Reiner, Fritz 
Stiedry, Bruno Walter. 

Stage Directors: Desire Defrere, 
Herbert Graf, Garson Kanin, Max 
Leavitt, Matgaret Webster, Dino 
Yannopoulos. 

Designers: Charles Elson, Rolf 
Gerard, Robert Edmond Jones, 
Mary Percy Schenck. 

Chorus Master, Kurt Adler. 


Assistant Conductors: Ernesto 
Barbini, Renaté Cellini, Otello Ce- 
roni, Antonio Dell’Orefice, Tibor 
Kozma, Martin Rich, Walter Taus- 
sig. 

Ballet: The new Metropolitan 
| Opera Ballet, directed by Antony 
| Tudor for the Ballet Theatre, with 
| Nana Gollner as prima ballerina. 
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video pickup for home TV, with 


the theatres will carry the regular 
Gillette commercials. Game will | 
be made available to all theatres, 
in areas reached by the coaxial | 
cable, but the exact number of, 
houses is not yet known because. 
many of them have not had de- 
livery on their large-screen equip- 
ment orders. 

Network which will pick up the, 
game, incidentally, has not yet 
been selected but it is believed, 
that NBC, which has carried the, 
contest each year since 1946, will 
draw the assignment from Gillette. 

Theatre TV interests, meanwhile, 
are still hoping they can persuade | 
Baseball 
(Happy) Chandler to revise his | 
ban on any theatre video pickups 
of the World Series. Following | 
protests against the ban lodged by 
Gael Sullivan, exec director of the 
Theatre Owners of America, Na- 
tional League prexy. Ford Frick 
invited representatives of theatre) 
TV to sit down with him this week | 





list, reportedly won't sing this sea- 
son. Lily Pons, returning for her 
20th season, is rumored inked for | 


to discuss the situation. According 
to Sullivan, the outlook is not en- 


Astrid Varnay, | 


holm, Ferruccia Tagliavini, Rich- | 


li | daughter, 


| AFRA local. 

| Connie Lovejoy to Sheldon 
Engel, Phoenix, Sept. 8 He’s ac- 
count executive with KRIZ in that 
city. 

Esther Abbott to Mel Schuster, 
Los Angeles, Sept. 13. He’s super- 
intendent of the Cblumbia studio 
laboratory. 

Francesca De Scaffa to Bruce 
| Cabot, Santa Barbara, Sept. 17. 
He’s a screen actor. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Rosenberg, 
son, Hollywood, Sept. 14. Father 
iis a film producer. 








Wichita, Kans., Aug. 25. Father is 
sales manager of station KFH in 
that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, New York, Sept. 12. 


accounting department. 


daughter, in Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Father is Chicago office manager 
of the General Artists Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs E. Sawyer Smith, 
son, Chicago, Sept. 13. Father is 
Chi CBS assistant sales manager. 


Mr. and Mrs. Merle Weygandt, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Sept. 
Mother is the former Edythe 
Evans, band vocalist. 


Mr. and Mrs. Murray Deutsch, 
son, New York, Sept. 14. Father is 
an ex-Miller Music contactman. 


Mr. and Mrs. Art Waner, son, 
New York, Sept. 11. Father is band- 
leader at the Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Brestoff, 
daughter, Detroit, Sept. 7. Father 
is musical director at station 
WXYZ. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Morgan, 
daughter, Hollywood, Sept. 2. Fa- 
ther is comic-banjoist with Spike 
Jones band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Drury, son, 
Fort Worth, recently. Father is 
manager of the Morgan theatre 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Leonard, son, 
New York, Sept. 15. Father is star 
of “This Is New York” on WCBS, 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Baker, 
twins, son and daughter, New York, 
Sept. 15. Father is general man- 
ager of Robbins Music. 

Mr. and'Mrs. Jack Kuhn, daugh- 
ter, New York, Sept. 18. Father 
is Metro homeoffice exploitation 
staffer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Hayden, 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
| Father is a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Perry, 
daughter, Burlington, Vt., Sept. 18. 
| Father is managing director of the 
Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, 


Attendance Up | 
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| 


the price to be worked out in up- N. J. 
coming negotiations. In addition, | 














ARI’s pencil-wielders, wickets 
should be presently spinning at the 
rate of 63,000,000 patrons a week. 
Number of children, as a result of 
the higher birth rate, and old peo- 
ple, as a result of greater longevity, 
now in the population accounts 
partially for the decreased ratio of 
attendance, ARI points out. 

.High point in theatregoing was 
reached during 1946, according to 
the Gallupites. One week hit 85,- 


Commissioner A.  B.! 000,000 attendance and average for 


the year was 80,500,000. 

ARI is about to embark during 
October and November on an ex- 
tensive survey of the effect of TV 
on attendance. Some field work was 
done this summer, but researchers 
have been awaiting arrival of top 
fall video shows before an all-out 
study is made. Prelminary survey 
was in line with others that have 
showed tele set ownership cuts 





couraging. 


family theatregoing by 25-30%. 


Clem Kromer, 


Father is with Eagle Lion Classics’ | 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Suber, | 


stars as Katharine Cornell and the 
late Jane Cowl. Among the many 
pictures in which he appeared were 
“Comanche Territory,” “For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,” “The Keys of the 


“Blood and Sand.” 

He is survived also by six chil- 
dren. Three sons, Pedro Jr., Paul 
and Michael are with the Air 
Force. . 





JOHN CONNERY 


John Connery, 74, vet actor 
, whose stage career spanned half a 
|}century, died at the home of his 
| nephew in Sunset Village, Madison, 
| Wis., Sept. 13... 

When 26, after a course in a Chi 





his stage career with Charles B. 


MICHAEL CHALKAIN 


In fond memory 


September 20, 1949 
| Gertrude Chalkain 





Hanaford’s Repertory Co., remain- 
ing with it for several seasons. He 
later trouped with various stock 
and repertory companies and even- 


5. | tually landed on Broadway after a 


tour with Robert B. Mantell in 
Shakespearean ~ plays. Among 
Broadway productions in which he 
appeared were ‘“Machinal,” “Bache- 
| lor Born,” “You Can’t Take It With 
You,” “Lysistrata,” and with the 
late John Barrymore in “Hamlet.” 
In later years he had done con- 
siderable radio work on “Gang 
Busters,” “Great Plays,” “The Ald- 
rich Family” and other programs. 
Survived by sister and nephew, 
Harold B. McCarty, of U. of Wis- 
consin’s radio station WHA. 





TOM LYSAUGHT 


Tom Lysaught, 64, who was the 
model for the top-hatted barker 
which is now the official trade- 
mark of the Variety Clubs Inter- 
national, died at his home in Pitts- 
burgh, Sept. 12. In his early days, 
Lysaught was also a singer and in 
vaude called himself variously 
Buckwheat Cakes and “King of 
Jazz.” He gained considerable 
prominence, too, as a songwriter 
and composed more than 80 songs, 
several of which were published. 

When Variety Club was founded 
in Pittsburgh and held its first 
banquet, Lysaught welcomed the 
guests at the door dressed up like 
a ringmaster-showman. It caught 
'on so well that his likeness in that 
|garb became the official identi- 
fication of the showmen’s organi- 
|zation. Lysaught was a bachelor, 
and leaves a brother and sister. 


BENJAMIN H. BURT 


Benjamin H. Burt, songwriter 
and librettist, died Sept. 17 in 
| Amityville, N. Y. Among his hit 














Self-Written Obit 


Los Angeles. 
Editor. VARIETY: 

Frank Merritt departed for 
parts unknown. And _ who 
cares? He was a comedian in 
drama and_ vaudeville for 
years. That’s what he thought. 
What was the complaint? 
None; everybody was satisfied. 
He leaves the earth for the 
other actors to make a living 
on. No friends. No relatives. 
No enemies? Just an orphan. 

No bows. No encores, No ap- 
plause. Just bowed out grace- 
fully. 

His last act. The above was 
written by the deceased be- 
fore shoving off. Nuf sed. 
Born in Phila. Why? Nobody 
seems to know. 

Frank Merritt. 

(Ed. Note: The writer of 
| the above diea Sept. 8, and his 
self-written obituary was moail- 
ed after his death, per his in- 
structions.) 





Kingdom,” “Anthony Adverse” and i 


| songs were “Whoa, Josephine,” 
“My Gal Irene,” “Here Comes the 
Groom,” and “All Dressed Up and 
No Place to Go.” He Was a charter 
member of ASCAP. | 

_ After a couple of vaude and 
legit stints around 1900, he began 
to write songs and _  libréttos. 
Among the latter were “Marrying 
Mary,” “The Wall Street Girl,” “A 
Modern Eve,” “Earl Carroll’s Van- 
|, ittes” and “The City Chap.” 

| 
JOHN RAVENEL 

| Donald M. Upshur, 38, radio-TV 
producer of Chi office of MeCann- 
Erickson ad agency who was 
'|known professionally as John 
| Ravenel, died Sept. 14 in Chicago 
| Of a heart ailment. 

| A.former film actor, Upshur 
|joined McCann-Erickson in 1947 
|and took over productien duties on 
the Standard Oil spot radio pro- 
‘grams. He also produced the 
| Wayne King show. 

Surviving are his wife, Claire 
actress, and son and 





| Power, 
daughter. 


} 


| HALFDAN CHRISTENSEN 


Halfdan Christensen, 77, one of 
Norway’s best known actors, poets 
land playwrights, died in , Oslo 
Sept. 17. 
| He was manager of the National 
| Norwegian Theatre from 1911 to 
' 1923 and from 1930 to 1933. 
| Among the plays in which he 
appeared were “Peer Gynt,” “A 





Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hix, daughter, dramatic school, Connery begam Doll’s House,” “The Wild Duck” 


and “Hedda Gabler,” all by Ibsen, 
'and George Bernard Shaw’s “Pyg- 
malion.” 

His own plays were performed 
at the National Norwegian Theatre. 


SARA ALLGOOD 
Sara Allgood, 66, stage and 
screen actress, died Sept. 13 after 
a long illness at the Motion Pic- 





§|jture Country Hospital near Hol- 


| lywood. 

| Starting as a legit player in her 
;native Dublin 46 years ago with 
i'the Abbey Players, Miss Allgood 
appeared in numerous plays on the 
‘Irish and English stages before 
|moving to Hollywood in 1929. Her 
| film career consisted chiefly of 
| featured roles with major compa- 
nies, 





JACK DENNY 


Jack Denny, 52, former band- 
|leader, died Sept. 15 at the vet- 
erans’ hospital, Sawtelle, Cal., 
after an illness which caused him 
to break up his band six years ago. 

Starting his musical career in 
Montreal in 1920, Denny headed a 
name band for years throughout 
the east, particularly in the 
early ’30s. In recent years he 
worked as_ salesman for the 
Baldwin Piano Co. Survived by 
wife. 





HARRY P. GUY 


Harry P. Guy, 80, arranger and 
composer, died Sept. 16 in Detroit. 
In his 60 years in music, Guy was 
closely associated with such song- 
writers as the late Buddy De Sylva 
and Richard Whiting. He dia ar- 
rangements for “Sleepy Time Gal,” 
—- Sand Man,” and other 

its. 

Survived by son and a sister. 


FRANK A. CLOONAN 


Frank A. Cloonan, 85, set de- 
signer and painter, died Sept. 17 
in San Antonio, Tex. 

Clooman was designer for many 
amusement spots at Coney Island, 
and painted scenery for a number 
of Broadway legit hits, including 
“Polly of the Circus” and “Brews- 
ter’s Millions.” 








FRED N. TOTMAN 

Fred N. Totman, 65, John Ford’s 
business manager and financial 
advisor for 30 yéars, died at his 
Hollywood home last week of a 
heart attack. 

He began in pictures as script 
clerk 35 years ago. Wife and 
daughter survive. 





ARTHUR STRINGER 

Arthur Stringer, 76, novelist, 
poet, playwright and author of the 
early movie scenario “Perils of 
Pauline,” which made early film 
history with Pearl White as its 
star, died at his home in Mountain 
Lakes, N. J., Sept. 14. 

Survived by wife and three sons. 





Joe Bordeau, 56, pioneer prop- 
erty man, died Sept. 10 in Holly- 
|wood. Starting with Mack Sen- 
|nett’s Keystone Pictures in 1913, 
'he was associated with numerous 
| studios through the years, most re- 
cently with Republic. 








| Father, 79, of Hal Totten, gen- 


‘eral manager of KOKX, Keokuk, 


\Ia., died in Chieago, Sept. 17, 
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